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Abstract

This study deals with small cities in Irbid Governorate regarding
population and the functions available. It also attempts to show the relationship
between the physical and human geographical factors and the influence of such

factors on the distribution of small cities in Irbid Governorate.

The study has a number aims. First, it introduces the urban and
demographic characteristics , population growth rates and the reasons for
variation among them. Secondly, it classifies the cities according to their
locations, activities and functions and then shows the efficiency of services in
these cities. Finally, the study analyzes the population survey conducted to
obtain people's views about the movement from rural settlements to urban

ones.

To achieve the goals of this study, The researcher used some statistical
methods such as Chi Square to obtain the pattern of population distribution in
small cities in Irbid Governorate. He also used simple correlation coefficients,
proportions, frequencies as well as the inferences of growth rates, the building
and analyzing of statistical tables. Basically, the study is based on the official
census data conducted in 1994 and 2004 and the data of governmental

institutions which serve the goals of the study.
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The study is interested in analyzing the population growth, its trends and
expectations until the year 2024. It also deals with the population growth of the
small towns according to the districts which comprise the governorate. In
addition, the study highlights the most important functions the towns offer to
their people, and it gives an idea about the efficiency of the services offered

especially in the fields of education and health.

The most important findings of this study are as follows. First of all, the
natural characteristics of Irbid Governorate contribute to making it a stable area
attracting people to reside in. This can be proved by observing the high
increase of human stability centers and the acceleration of civilization style,
which resulted in it. increasing the number of small towns in the governorate,
reaching 27 towns according to the census of 2004. Secondly, The physical,
economic and administrative factors play an important role in increasing the
population growth rates in the district of inner plains compared with other
districts of the governorate. Finally, the results of analysis of the survey
conducted on the workers of different economic fields show that the most
prevailing function in small towns is commerce which reaches about 85% of
function frequency. However, most people of the Northern Ghores district
specialize in agriculture because of the high number of workers in the

agricultural field.

The study recommends that decision makers are required to provide the
small towns of Irbid Governorate with sufficient facilities and public services
that cope up with the annual high growth rate of some towns, population. They
should also improve the standards of education and health to increase their
economic experiences and activities. In. Finally, more detailed studies
concerning the governorate should be conducted by decision makers to be a

reference for future researchers and planners .



