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Abstract

Neo-Victorianism is a prominent literary sub-genre that has remarkably
appeared in postmodern English fiction at the end of the twentieth century.
It centers on rewriting literary works written in the Victorian period and
approaching them from a new perspective such as post-colonial, feminist,
and multi-cultural perspective. By doing so, neo-Victorian novels perform
an important task which is granting a voice to bygone voiceless categories
in the Victorian society like women, convicts, blacks, lower class people
and others. Despite the fact that neo-Victorianism resurrects Victorian
content, but the form of the novel still displays many characteristics of
postmodern fiction such as parody, pastiche, and allusion. Thus, neo-
Victorianism is a unique genre in post-modern fiction due to its blending

of both Victorian and postmodern aspects in one novel.

This study illustrates the notion of neo-Victorianism in fiction with
reference to three neo-Victorian novels written according to this genre:
A.S. Byatt's Possession: A Romance (1990), Peter Carey's Jack Maggs
(1997), and Lloyd Jones's Mister Pip (2006). The three novels rewrite
Victorian literary works and reflect them in postmodern perspectives. This

study is divided into four chapters and a conclusion.

Chapter one is the introduction of the study. It is subdivided into five
sections. The first section presents a general outlook about neo-
Victorianism in fiction. The second section moves into deep and detailed
discussion of the genre, its nomenclature and definition. The third section
deals with periodization and reasons of emergence of neo-Victorian
fiction. Section four discusses the types of neo-Victorian novels while

section five illustrates the main characteristics of this genre. This chapter



shows that neo-Victorianism has been referred to by different critics in
different names. Also, it has diverse definitions which make it one of the
most debatable sub-genres in postmodern fiction. In terms of
characteristics, neo-Victorianism is a hybrid genre that combines features

from both Victorian fiction and postmodern fiction in one work of art.

Chapter two, falls into four sections, deals with the first novel, A.S.
Byatt's Possession: A Romance. The first section introduces the writer and
her biography. Section two is a general outline to the novel while section
three investigates the ways through which the novel rewrites the Victorian
era, section four is dedicated to deal with the reasons of rewriting the
Victorian era in the novel. Byatt enlivens many Victorian figures in her
novel. In life and literary carrier, her characters are reminiscent of real
Victorian poets and poetesses such as Robert Browning, Alfred Tennyson
Algernon Swinburne, Christina Rossetti and Emily Dickenson. Also, the
novel has a main task which is to shed lights on women's marginalization
in the Victorian era. Therefore, Byatt adopts a feminist approach in order
to deal with the question of Victorian women and their oppression in that
period. She takes the reader beyond the scene to reflect the suffering and
marginalization of many Victorian female artists. Byatt's Possession is a
neo-Victorian that rewrites the Victorian era in order to give a repressed

category of people a main voice to speak.

Chapter three discusses the second novel, Peter Carey's Jack Maggs. It
is subdivided into four sections. The first section of the chapter gives a
brief account about Peter Carey's life, literary carrier and the second
section summarizes the novel in general. Section three includes a deep
analysis of neo-Victorianism in Jack Maggs. It shows that Carey rewrites
Charles Dickens's very famous work Great Expectations from a post-

colonial perspective. Section four shows that Carey transforms Dickens



into a character in Jack Maggs, and at the same time, reverses his novel to
be written from the viewpoint of Magwitch instead of Pip. This shift in
perspective gives the light to a completely hidden side in the Victorian
text concerning the oppression of Magwitch by British imperial system

and the long suffering that he has received in the penal colony, Australia.

Chapter four is devoted to the last novel which is Lloyd Jones's Mister
Pip. This chapter includes four sections. The first section is dedicated to
the biography of the novelist. The second section sums up the novel
broadly. Section three deeply analyzes Mister Pip in relation to neo-
Victorianism. The last section centers on the influences of Great
Expectations on the protagonist in the novel. As in Jack Maggs the novel
also rewrites Great Expectations from a post-colonial approach. It utilizes
the Victorian text in a completely new cultural framework. By doing so,
the novelist presents a new reading to Great Expectations in the light of
the cultural context of Bougainville island. Therefore, the new version of
the ur-text appears multi-cultural including the perspective of the
Bougainvilleans in addition to the English perspective and consequently
the whites and the blacks become equal. This hybrid atmosphere that the
novel has created gives the right to a marginalized black girl named
Matilda to speak about the violations of human rights that have happened

to her.

Finally, the conclusion sums up the findings of the study.
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