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T h is  d is s e r ta tio n , s u b m itte d  by  V a le r ia  N o e l W ax  in  p a rtia l fu lf i l lm e n t o f  th e  

re q u ire m e n ts  fo r  th e  D e g re e  o f  D o c to r  o f  P h ilo so p h y  fro m  th e  U n iv e rs ity  o f  N o r th  

D a k o ta , h a s  b e en  le a d  b y  th e  F a c u lty  A d v iso ry  C o m m itte e  u n d e r  w h o m  th e  w o rk  h a s  b e en  

d o n e  an d  is h e re b y  a p p ro v e d

C h a irp e rso n

T h is  d is s e r ta tio n  m e e ts  th e  s ta n d a rd s  fo r  a p p e a ra n c e , c o n fo rm s  to  th e  s ty le  a n d  

fo rm a t re q u ire m e n ts  o f  th e  G ra d u a te  S c h o o l o f  th e  U n iv e rs ity  o f  N o r th  D a k o ta , a n d  is 

h e re b y  a p p ro v e d .
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P E R M IS S IO N

T itle A  H is to r ic a l S tu d y  o f  th e  K in d e rg a r te n  an d  F ir s t  G ra d e  P ro g ra m s  a t th e  

M in o t S ta te  U n iv e rs i ty  L a b o ra to ry  S ch o o l (1 9 6 9  -  1990): A  S c h o o l A h e ad  

o f  its  T im e

D e p a r tm e n t T e a c h in g  an d  L e a rn in g

D e g re e  D o c to r  o f  P h ilo s o p h y

In  p re s e n tin g  th is  d is s e r ta t io n  in  p a r tia l fu lf il lm e n t o f  th e  re q u ire m e n ts  fo r  a  

g ra d u a te  d e g re e  fro m  th e  U n iv e rs i ty  o f  N o r th  D a k o ta , 1 a g ree  th a t  th e  lib ra ry  o f  th is  

U n iv e rs ity  sh a ll  m a k e  it f re e ly  a v a ila b le  fo r in sp e c tio n . I fu r th e r  a g re e  th a t p e rm is s io n  fo r 

e x te n s iv e  c o p y in g  fo r  sc h o la r ly  p u rp o s e s  m a y  b e  g ra n te d  b y  th e  p ro fe s s o r  w h o  s u p e rv ise d  

m y  d is s e r ta tio n  w o rk  o r, in  h is  a b se n c e , b y  th e  c h a irp e rso n  o f  th e  d e p a r tm e n t o r  th e  d e an  

o f  th e  G ra d u a te  S c h o o l. It is  u n d e rs to o d  th a t a n y  c o p y in g  o r p u b lic a tio n  o r  o th e r  u se  o f  

th is  d is s e r ta tio n  o r  p a r t th e r e o f  fo r  f in a n c ia l g a in  sh all n o t b e  a llo w e d  w ith o u t m y  w ritte n  

p e rm is s io n . I t is a lso  u n d e rs to o d  th a t d u e  re c o g n itio n  sh all b e  g iv e n  to  m e  a n d  to  th e  

U n iv e rs ity  o f  N o r th  D a k o ta  in  a n y  sc h o la r ly  u se  w h ic h  m a y  b e  m a d e  o f  a n y  m a te r ia l  in  

m y  d is se r ta tio n .
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A C K N O W L E D G M E N T S

I w o u ld  like  th a n k  a  n u m b e r  o f  p e o p le  w h o  h a v e  m a d e  th is  a c c o m p lis h m e n t 

p o ss ib le . M y  firs t th a n k  y o u  is to  D r. M a rg a re t S h a e ffe r , m y  o rig in a l a d v iso r , w h o  h e lp e d  

m e  b e g in  th e  p ro c e ss  an d  g u id e d  m e  th ro u g h  th e  f irs t p a r t o f  m y  d o c to ra l p ro g ra m . N e x t,  I 

w o u ld  lik e  to  th a n k  D r. G le n n  O lse n , w h o  to o k  o v e r  a s m y  a d v iso r  an d  h a s  b e en  m o re  th a n  

h e lp fu l an d  su p p o rtiv e  as I s lo w ly  m o v e d  th ro u g h  th e  f in a l s te p s  to w a rd s  f in ish in g  m y  

d e g re e . A n o th e r  g ro u p  o f  p e o p le  I w a n t to  th a n k  to  th e  o th e r  m e m b e rs  o f  m y  c o m m itte e : 

D r. B o n n i G o u rn e a u , D r. M ary  B a k e r , a n d  D r. K im b e r ly  P o r te r , fo r th e ir  h o n e s ty , h e lp , 

a n d  e n th u s ia s tic  su p p o rt.

F in a lly , 1 w a n t to  say  th a n k  y o u  to  m y  fa m ily . T h e y  a re  th e  rea l re a so n  I w a s  a b le  

to  c o n tin u e  an d  f in a lly  c o m p le te  th is  d is s e r ta tio n  a n d  c o u rse  o f  s tu d y .
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A B S T R A C T

T h is  s tu d y  u se s  a rc h iv a l so u rc e s  a n d  o ra l in te rv ie w s  to  c o n s tru c t a  h is to ry  o f  th e  

k in d e rg a r te n  an d  f ir s t g ra d e  p ro g ra m s  a t th e  M in o t S ta te  U n iv e rs ity  L a b o ra to ry  S c h o o l 

(M S U ) fro m  1966  -  1990 . T h e  le n g th  o f  th e  s tu d y  is b a se d  o n  th e  tim e  th e  k in d e rg a r te n  

w as  in  e x is te n c e  a t th e  M S U  L a b o ra to ry  S c h o o l. T h e  sch o o l w as  u n iq u e  in  N o r th  D a k o ta  

b e c a u se  it w as  th e  o n ly  la b o ra to ry  in  th e  s ta te  d u r in g  th is  t im e  p e rio d . A  v a r ie ty  o f  

e d u c a tio n a l m e th o d o lo g ie s  a n d  te c h n iq u e s  w e re  d e v e lo p e d  in  an  e ffo rt to  im p ro v e  

in s tru c tio n . It a lso  d e v e lo p e d  a n d  re f in e d  a n  in d iv id u a liz e d  in s tru c tio n  p ro g ra m  th a t  w as  

u sed  w ith  a ll c h ild re n  e n ro lle d  in  th e  sch o o l.

T h e  m e th o d o lo g ie s  o f  a rc h iv a l re s e a rc h  a n d  o ra l in te rv ie w s  w ill g iv e  in s ig h t in to  

h o w  th e  p ro g ra m s  fu n c tio n e d  a s  w e ll  w h a t  p h ilo s o p h y  w a s  b e h in d  th e  p ro c e d u re s . T h is  

s tu d y  w ill a lso  e x a m in e  th e  re la t io n s h ip s  b e tw e e n  w h a t w as  b e in g  d o n e  a t th e  s c h o o l an d  

w h a t w a s  c o n s id e re d  d e v e lo p m e n ta lly  a p p ro p r ia te  p ra c tic e s  a s d e sc r ib e d  b y  th e  N a tio n a l 

A ss o c ia tio n  fo r th e  E d u c a tio n  o f  Y o u n g  C h ild re n  (N A E Y C ). T h is  sec o n d  p u rp o s e  w ill 

be  e x a m in e d  b y  c h a r tin g  th e  c o m p o n e n ts  th e  N A E Y C  p o s itio n  s ta te m e n t w ith  m a jo r  

e le m e n ts  o f  sch o o ls  a n d  th e  p r in c ip le s  o f  in d iv id u a liz e d  in s tru c tio n . T h e  f in a l d is c u s s io n  

w ill c e n te r  on  th is  d a ta  a n d  d e sc r ib e  h o w  th e  sch o o l fu n c tio n e d  in  a  w a y  th a t  w as  

c o n s is te n t w ith  d e v e lo p m e n ta lly  a p p ro p r ia te  p ra c tic e s .



C H A P T E R  O N E

IN T R O D U C T IO N

T h e  ro o ts  o f  la b o ra to ry  s c h o o ls  can  b e  tra c e d  b a ck  to  th e  n o rm a l sch o o l 

m o v e m e n t. N o rm a l S c h o o ls  w e re  th e  firs t te a c h e r  tra in in g  sc h o o ls . N o rm a l s c h o o ls  w e re  

c o n s id e re d  m o d e l s c h o o ls  a n d  u sed  b y  th e ir  p re -p ro fe s s io n a l te a c h e rs  to  o b se rv e  a n d  

p ra c tic e  te a c h in g  m e th o d s  (A lte n b a u g h  &  U n d e rw o o d , 1990). T h e se  m o d e l s c h o o ls  w e re  

c a lle d  la b o ra to ry  s c h o o ls , a n d  th e y  w e re  o p e ra te d  by  n o rm a l ( te a c h in g )  s c h o o ls  and  

e v e n tu a lly  c o lle g e s  to  e n su re  a  v e n u e  fo r th e ir  p re -s e rv ic e  te a c h e rs  to  p ra c tic e  b e fo re  

g o in g  o u t to  te a c h  in  p u b lic  sch o o l (G o o d la d , 2 0 0 0 ) . E v e n  th o u g h  H o ra c e  M a n n  is  

c re d ite d  w ith  fo u n d in g  th e  f ir s t  p u b lic  n o rm a l s c h o o l in  18 39 , it  w a s  S a m u e l A . H a ll  w h o  

o p e n e d  th e  f ir s t p r iv a te  sc h o o l fo r  tra in in g  te a c h e rs  in  C o n c o rd , V e rm o n t, in  1823 

(S p r in g , 1997 ). O n e  o f  th e  a sp e c ts  o f  th e  tra in in g  sch o o l w a s  a  sm a ll p o p u la t io n  o f  

c h ild re n  w h o  w e re  ta u g h t b y  te a c h e rs  fo r  d e m o n s tra t io n  a n d  p ra c tic e  p u rp o s e s  (W e n -Ju , 

n .d .) . E v e n tu a lly  N o n n a l  S c h o o ls  w e re  re p la c e d  b y  T e a c h e r  C o lle g e s ; th e y  in  tu rn  w e re  

re p la c e d  b y  o th e r  c o lle g e s  o r  u n iv e rs itie s  (A lte n b a u g h  &  U n d e rw o o d , 1990).

T h e  U n iv e rs ity  o f  C h ic a g o  w as  o n e  o f  th e  m o re  p re s tig io u s  u n iv e rs i t ie s  th a t  h a d  a 

m o d e l sch o o l. I t  b e c a m e  th e  D e w e y  L a b o ra to ry  S c h o o l in  1896  an d  ev en  th o u g h  th e re  

w e re  tra in in g  s c h o o ls  a tta c h e d  to  a  m a jo r ity  o f  n o rm a l sc h o o ls , it  is o f te n  c o n s id e re d  th e  

f ir s t  tru e  la b o ra to ry  sch o o l (H a rm s  &  D e P e n c ie r , 1996). T h e  sch o o l w a s  s ta r te d  a s  a  w ay  

fo r  A m e ric a n  e d u c a tio n a l p h ilo s o p h e r , Jo h n  D e w e y , to  p u t h is  th e o r ie s  o f  te a c h in g  a n d



le a rn in g  in to  p ra c tic e  (H a rm s  &  D e P e n c ie r , 1996). A s  o th e r  la b o ra to ry  s c h o o ls  c a m e  in to  

e x is te n c e , th e  m is s io n  o f  m a n y  la b o ra to ry  s c h o o ls  c h a n g e d . T h is  is  e v id e n t in  th e  c u rre n t 

d e sc r ip tio n  th e  I ll in o is  S ia te  U n iv e rs i ty  L a b o ra to ry  S ch o o l (IS U  L a b  S c h o o l) . T h e  

s c h o o l’s m iss io n  w a s  tw o -fo ld ; th e  f ir s t g o a l w as  to  e d u c a te  p re -s e rv ic e  a n d  p ro fe s s io n a l 

te a c h e rs ; th e  s e c o n d  w a s  to  e n su re  th a t th e  s tu d e n ts  a tte n d in g  th e  la b o ra to ry  sch o o l w e re  

g iv e n  a  h ig h  q u a lity  e d u c a tio n  e v e n  a s th e y  w e re  in v o lv e d  in  e d u c a tio n a l re se a rc h  

(I llin o is  S ta te  U n iv e rs ity  L a b o ra to ry  S c h o o ls , 2 0 0 0 ).

T h e  M in o t S ta te  L a b o ra to ry  S c h o o l (M S U  L ab  S c h o o l) , lik e  th e  IS U  L a b  S c h o o l, 

w as  fo u n d e d  to  p re p a re  fu tu re  te a c h e rs  (C o o k , 193 6 ; S tee , 1948). H o w e v e r , The  

Ph ilo sophy  o f  T eacher E duca tio n  a t M ino t S ta te  Teacher C ollege  (M in o t S ta te  T e a c h e rs  

C o lle g e , 1959) s ta te d  th a t  th e  M S U  L a b  S c h o o l w as  m a in ly  a  c e n te r  fo r  e d u c a tio n a l 

e x p e r im e n ta tio n  ra th e r  th a n  te a c h e r  tra in in g , re tu rn in g  to  th e  ty p e  o f  io n  o f  o th e r  e a r ly  

la b o ra to ry  sc h o o ls . T h is  d o c u m e n t s ta te d  th a t  th e  M S U  L ab  S c h o o l m is s io n  w a s  to  w o rk  

w ith  te a c h e r  e d u c a tio n  is su e s  a n d  e x p e r im e n t w ith  te c h n iq u e s  and  m e th o d s  su ita b le  fo r  

th e  soc ia l and  e d u c a tio n a l n e e d s  o f  th e  N o r th  D a k o ta  p o p u la tio n .

R a tio n a le

T h e  U n iv e rs i ty  L a b o ra to ry  S c h o o l a t M in o t S ta te  U n iv e rs ity  w a s  o n e  o f  se v e ra l 

su c h  s c h o o ls  th a t e x is te d  in  N o r th  D a k o ta  an d  fo llo w e d  th e  p h ilo s o p h y  a n d  e d u c a tio n a l 

e x p e r im e n ta tio n  d e v e lo p e d  b y  D e w e y . D ic k in so n  S ta te  U n iv e rs ity  an d  th e  U n iv e rs ity  o f  

N o r th  D a k o ta  w e re  tw o  o th e r  N o r th  D a k o ta  in s titu tio n s  th a t  h a d  la b o ra to ry  sch o o ls . 

2 P re v io u s  s tu d ie s  o f  th e  M S U  L a b  S c h o o l in c lu d e  a  h is to ry  o f  th e  sch o o l f ro m  1920  to  

1936 (S tee , 1 948 ) a n d  sev e ra l in d iv id u a l s e lf -s tu d ie s  a n d  a c tio n  re s e a rc h  c o n d u c te d  b y
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th e  s ta ff, as w e ll a s an  o v e rv ie w  o f  th e  in d iv id u a liz e d  in s tru c tio n  p ro g ra m  fro m  1966 to  

1988  (W a x , 1990).

T h e  c u rre n t s tu d y  e m a n a te s  fro m  fu r th e r  re s e a rc h  q u e s tio n s  th a t w e re  d e v e lo p e d  

fro m  th e  p re v io u s  s tu d ie s  d o n e  b y  S tee  (1 9 4 8 ) a n d  W ax  (1 9 9 0 ) . T h e  p u rp o se  o f  th is  s tu d y  

is  to  in v e s t ig a te  th e  k in d e rg a r te n  and  f irs t g ra d e  p ro g ra m s  u s in g  h is to ric a l re s e a rc h  to  

h e lp  re c o rd  an d  d e sc r ib e  e v e n ts , p ro je c ts , an d  le a rn in g  e n v iro n m e n ts  p re s e n t  a t th e  sch o o l 

d u r in g  th e  tim e  o f  its  o p e ra tio n . T h e se  tw o  g ra d e  le v e ls  w e re  c h o se n  fo r  th re e  re a so n s . 

F irs t , th e  s tu d y  w ill d e sc r ib e  w h a t th e  c h ild re n ’s e d u c a tio n a l e x p e r ie n c e s  w e re  o v e r  a  

th re e  y e a r  tim e  p e rio d . S e c o n d , th e  s im ila r itie s  fo u n d  in  th e  f ir s t g ra d e  w ill h e lp  to  

d e sc r ib e  th e  c o n tin u ity  o f  le a rn in g  and  te a c h in g  p ro c e sse s  a t th e  M S U  L a b  S c h o o l. T h ird , 

th e  s tu d y  w ill d e sc r ib e  tim e s  w h e n  the  k in d e rg a r te n  a n d  f ir s t  g ra d e  p ro g ra m s  o ffe re d  

s im ila r  e x p e r ie n c e s .

A ss u m in g  th a t th e  M S U  L ab  S c h o o l p e rso n n e l w e re  s ti ll  fo llo w in g  th e  

e d u c a tio n a l p h ilo s o p h y  o f  Jo h n  D e w e y , th e  k in d e rg a r te n  a n d  f ir s t  g ra d e  p ro g ra m s  sh o u ld  

s h o w  e v id e n c e  o f  p e d a g o g ic a l e x p e r im e n ta tio n  b y  th e  s ta f f  a s w e ll  a s  th e  p ro g ra m s  

m e e tin g  th e  e d u c a tio n a l n e e d s  o f  th e  s tu d en ts . E v id e n c e  o f  th e se  e d u c a tio n a l b e h a v io rs  

a n d  p ra c tic e s  w ill b e  d e sc r ib e d  b y  u s in g  h is to r ic a l re se a rc h . H is to r ic a l re s e a rc h  is  b a se d  

o n  th e  id e a  th a t e d u c a tio n a l re se a rc h  is n o t la b o ra to ry -b a se d  b e c a u se  h u m a n  v a r ia b le s  

c a n n o t b e  m a n ip u la te d  in  th e  sam e  w a y  in a n im a te  v a r ia b le s  c a n  b e  (G ia n g re c o  &  T a y lo r , 

2 0 0 3 ) . G ia n g re c o  a n d  T a y lo r  s ta te  th a t th e  p o s itiv e  b e n e f its  o f  e d u c a tio n a l re s e a rc h  a re  

th a t  it  h e lp s  d e v e lo p  an  u n d e rs ta n d in g  o f  c o n te x t to  d e sc r ib e  h o w  e d u c a tio n a l p ra c tic e s  

re a lly  w o rk  a s w e ll  a s  to  g iv e  a  b e tte r  u n d e rs ta n d in g  o f  e d u c a tio n a l c o n d itio n s  an d
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s itu a tio n s . E d u c a tio n a l re s e a rc h  is u sed  to  im p ro v e  e d u ca tio n a l p ra c tic e s  ra th e r  th a n  

p ro v id e  an  u n c h a n g e a b le  tru th  (G ia n g re c o  &  T a y lo r . 20 0 3),

H y p o th e s is  an d  R e se a rc h  Q u e s tio n s

H is to ric a l re se a rc h  is  m o re  th a n  ju s t re la tin g  th e  fac ts  o f  th e  p ast. H is to r ia n s  try  to  

in te rp re t th e  p a s t (V e rs , 1 99 6 ). H is to ry , w h ile  it h a s  in tr in s ic  v a lu e , m u s t h a v e  a  p u rp o se  

fo r b e in g ; p a r t o f  th is  p u rp o s e  is  to  find  n e w  id eas  (B a rz u n  &  G ra ff , 199 2). S in c e  f in d in g  

n ew  id eas  o fte n  b e n e f its  fro m  a  h y p o th e s is  an d  g o o d  re se a rc h  q u e s tio n s , h is to r ic a l 

re sea rc h , u n lik e  so m e  o th e r  ty p e s  o f  q u a lita tiv e  re se a rc h , h a s  a  h y p o th e s is  (G ra h a m  &  A l- 

K re n a w i, 20 0 1 ).

C o n s is te n t w ith  th is  p e rsp e c tiv e , a  h y p o th e s is  an d  a  se r ie s  o f  re se a rc h  q u e s tio n s  

h a v e  b e en  d e v e lo p e d . T h is  s tu d y  w ill d e sc r ib e  h o w  th e  k in d e rg a r te n  an d  f ir s t g ra d e  

p ro g ra m s  a t th e  M S U  L a b  S c h o o l d e v e lo p e d  a s w e ll  as w h a t e d u c a tio n a l e x p e r im e n ta tio n  

w as  a tte m p te d . B ase d  on  th is  d e sc r ip tio n , th e  h y p o th e s is  is th a t th e  M S U  L a b  S c h o o l w as  

a sch o o l th a t d e v e lo p e d  p ra c tic e ' an d  m e th o d o lo g ie s  th a t a re  n o w  c o n s id e re d  c o m m o n  

p ra c tic e s  and  th a t  th e se  p ra c tic e s  w e re  d e v e lo p m e n ta l^  a p p ro p ria te  a s  d e f in e d  b y  th e  

N a tio n a l A ss o c ia tio n  fo r th e  E d u c a tio n  o f  Y o u n g  C h ild re n  (N A E Y C ).

S p e c if ic  re se a rc h  q u e s tio n s  re la te d  to  th is  h y p o th e s is  inc lu d e :

1. W h a t w e re  so m e  o f  th e  b e s t  p ra c tic e s  co n d u c te d  by  th e  fa c u lty ?

2. H o w  d id  th e  k in d e rg a r te n  a n d  firs t g ra d e  p ro g ra m s  in te g ra te  th e  

in d iv id u a liz e d  in s tru c tio n  p ro g ra m ?

3. D id  th e  k in d e rg a r te n  a n d  f ir s t  g ra d e  p ro g ra m s  a t th e  M S U  L ab  S c h o o l 

p ro g ra m s  m e e t th e  c r ite r ia  o f  d e v e lo p m e n ta lly  a p p ro p r ia te  p ra c tic e s  e v e n
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th o u g h  th e se  p ro g ra m s  w e re  in  e x is te n c e  d u r in g  th e  t im e  th e  N A E Y C  

w as  a r tic u la tin g  th e ir  p o s itio n  on  th is  p h ilo s o p h y ?

L im ita tio n s

E v e n  th o u g h  th e  M S U  L a b  S cho o l w a s  a k in d e rg a r te n  th ro u g h  s ix th  g rad e  

p ro g ra m , th is  s tu d y  is lim ited  to  th e  h is to ry  o f  th e  k in d e rg a r te n  a n d  f irs t g ra d e  p ro g ra m s  

a t th e  M S U  L ab  S ch o o l fro m  its  im p le m e n ta tio n  in  1969  u n til th e  s c h o o l c lo se d  in  1990. 

T h e  s c h o o l’s o rg a n iz a tio n a l s tru c tu re  in c lu d e d  in d iv id u a liz e d  in s tru c tio n . D is c u s s io n  o f  

in d iv id u a liz e d  in s tru c tio n  w ill b e  lim ited  to  h o w  it re la te s  to  th e  re s e a rc h  q u e s tio n s  

b e c a u se  a  s tu d y  in to  th is  is su e  h a s  b e en  p re s e n te d  in  o th e r  re se a rc h  b y  W a x  (1 9 9 0 ).

B as ic  A ss u m p tio n s

S c h o o l sy s te m s  a re  se ld o m  c o n fro n te d  w ith  id e n tic a l c o n d itio n s  w h e n  in v o lv e d  in  

c u rr ic u lu m  in n o v a tio n s . N e v e rth e le s s , it is a s su m e d  th a t  re se a rc h  re g a rd in g  th e  

k in d e rg a r te n  a n d  f irs t g ra d e  p ro g ra m s  a t th e  M S U  L a b o ra to ry  S c h o o l w ill p ro v id e  

in s ig h ts  su f f ic ie n tly  u n iv e rsa l to  a llo w  o th e r  sch o o l sy s te m s , b o th  p u b lic  a n d  p riv a te , to  

p ro f i t  f ro m  th e  d is c u s s io n  o f  th e  fin d in g s  o f  th e  s tu d y .

D e fin itio n s

T h e  d e f in itio n s  fo r  th is  s tu d y  a re  sp e c if ic  to  th e  M in o t S ta te  U n iv e rs ity  

L a b o ra to ry  S c h o o l. T h is  lis t o f  d e f in itio n s  w ill n o t n e c e s sa r ily  d e f in e  th e  m a n y  te rm s  th a t 

a re  in  c o m m o n  e d u c a tio n a l u se . T h e y  a re  b a se d  o n  th e  re v ie w  o f  l i te ra tu re  a n d  th e  

in te rv ie w  p ro c e ss .

A b ility  g ro u p  -  H o m o g e n e o u s  g ro u p in g  o f  c h ild re n  b a se d  on  a n  a s s e s s m e n t o f  

sk ills  m a s te re d  o r  n o t  m a s te re d .
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A n e c d o ta l re c o rd  -  A  re c o rd  o f  w h a t a  s tu d e n t h as  sa id  o r  d o n e  in  a  sp e c if ic  

s itu a tio n . A n  a n e c d o ta l re c o rd  is u sed  to  a s s is t  in  d e f in in g  b e h a v io r  p a tte rn s , p e rso n a l 

d e v e lo p m e n t, in te re s ts , o r  a tt i tu d e s  (M o rr iso n , 2 0 0 4 ).

C o n fe re n c e -  M e e tin g  h e ld  b e tw e e n  te a c h e r  and  s tu d e n t(s )  o r  te a c h e r , s tu d e n t , a n d  

p a re n t(s )  to  d is c u s s  s tu d e n t n e e d s , g o a ls , o r  p re se n t a c a d e m ic  p ro g re ss .

D e v e lo p m e n ta lly  A p p ro p r ia te  P ra c tic e s :

. . .the  o u tc o m e  o f  a p ro c e ss  o f  te a c h e r  d e c is io n -m a k in g  th a t d ra w s  o n  a t le a s t 

th re e  c r itic a l in te rre la te d  b o d ie s  o f  k n o w le d g e : (a) w h a t te a c h e rs  k n o w  a b o u t h o w  

c h ild re n  d e v e lo p  an d  le a rn ; (b )  w h a t te a c h e rs  k n o w  a b o u t th e  in d iv id u a l c h ild re n  

in  th e ir  g ro u p ; a n d  (c ) k n o w le d g e  o f  th e  so c ia l an d  cu ltu ra l c o n te x t in  w h ic h  th o se  

c h ild re n  liv e  a n d  le a rn  (B re d e k a m p  &  C o p p le , 1997, p. v ii) .

D ire c to r  - T h e  m a in  a d m in is tra to r  a t the  M S U  L ab  S ch o o l.

F a m ily  -r. -up -  T h e  m u lti-a g e  g ro u p in g  th e  M S U  L ab  S ch o o l u se d  w h e n  

a ss ig n in g  c h ild re n  to  a  te a c h e r . F o r  in s ta n c e , th e  tw o  te a c h e rs  o f  th e  p r im a ry  te a c h e r  

te a m  w o u ld  e a c h  h a v e  a  c o m b in a tio n  o f  f ir s t  a n d  seco n d  g ra d e rs  in  th e ir  c la s se s .

H is to r ic  re s e a rc h  -  A  q u a li ta t iv e  re s e a rc h  m e th o d o lo g y  th a t d e sc r ib e s  an d  

in te rp re ts  e v e n ts  f ro m  th e  p ast.

In d iv id u a liz e d  E d u c a tio n  P ro g ra m  (1EP) -  A  w ritte n  c o n tra c t s ta tin g  sp e c if ic  

le a rn in g  g o a ls  a n d  o b je c t iv e s  fo r  a  s tu d e n t b a se d  on  s tu d en t e v a lu a tio n  o f  e d u c a tio n a l 

n e ed s . T e a c h e r , s tu d e n t, a n d  p a re n t(s )  c o lla b o ra te  in  th e  d e v e lo p m e n t th e  IE P . T h e  IE P  

b e c o m e s  th e  in s tru c tio n a l p la n  th a t  w ill fa c ili ta te  th e  s tu d e n t’s n e ed s . In  th e  p a s t i t  w a s  

a lso  re fe rre d  to  a s a  p e rs o n a l e d u c a tio n  p la n .

6



In d iv id u a liz e d  In s tru c tio n  P ro g ra m  -  A te a c h in g  m e th o d  th a t b a se s  th e  c o n te n t , 

le a rn in g  m a te r ia ls , to o ls , an d  ra te  o f  in s tru c tio n  o n  th e  in d iv id u a l learn er .

K in d e rg a r te n -  A t M S U  L ab  S c h o o l a tw o - tie re d  p ro g ra m  fo r s tu d e n ts  a g e d  fo u r  

a n d  fiv e . T h e  fo u r -v e a r-o ld  c h ild re n  a tte n d e d  a  h a lf-d a y  p ro g ra m  in  th e  m o rn in g s ; th e  

f iv e -y e a r-o ld  c h ild re n  a tte n d e d  a  h a lf-d a y  p ro g ra m  in  th e  a f te rn o o n s .

L a b o ra to ry  S cho o l -  A  te a c h in g  sch o o l a tta c h e d  to  a  c o lle g e  o r  u n iv e rs ity . G ra d e  

le v e ls  can  be  fro m  p re -s c h o o l th ro u g h  g ra d e  tw e lv e .

M a in s tre a m in g  - T h e  p ra c tic e  o f  p la c in g  a  s tu d e n t w ith  a  d is a b ili ty  in to  th e  le a s t 

re s tr ic t iv e  e d u c a tio n a l e n v iro n m e n t. T h is  w as  th e  o r ig in a l te rm  u se d  b y  th e  M S U  L a b  

S c h o o l (W a x , 1990).

M in i- la b  -  A  le a rn in g - e x p e r ie n c e  th a t  u se s  s u b to p ic s  o f  a  la rg e r  to p ic  to  h e lp  

s tu d e n ts  d e v e lo p  a d e p th  o f  u n d e rs ta n d in g  ra th e r  th a n  a  b ro a d  u n d e rs ta n d in g .

M in o t S ta te  U n iv e rs ity  L a b o ra to ry  S c h o o l (M S U  L a b  S c h o o l)  -  T h e  e x p e r im e n ta l 

e le m e n ta ry  sch o o l (K -6 ) lo c a ted  in  th e  s o u th w e s t c o m e r  o f  th e  M in o t S ta te  U n iv e rs i ty  in  

M in o t, N o r th  D a k o ta .

M u lti-a g e  g ro u p in g  - C h ild re n  o f  v a ry in g  c h ro n o lo g ic a l a g e s  a re  p u t to g e th e r  

u n d e r  th e  s u p e rv is io n  o f  o n e  te ac h e r. T h e  p ra c tic e  m im ic s  th e  n a tu ra l w a y  le a rn in g  o c cu rs  

b e tw e e n  s ib lin g s . T h e  u se  o f  fa m ily -g ro u p s  w a s  o n e  o f  th e  w a y s  m u lti-a g e  g ro u p in g  w a s  

u sed  a t M S U  L a b  S cho o l.

N a rra tiv e  re p o rt -  A  te a c h e r ’s w r itte n  a c c o u n ts  u sed  to  d e sc r ib e  th e  s tre n g th s  a n d  

w e a k n e s s e s  o f  an  in d iv id u a l s tu d e n t’s p ro g re s s . It r e p la c e s  th e  tra d itio n a l re p o rt ca rd .
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T e a m -te a c h in g  -  T w o  te a c h e rs  c o o rd in a tin g  in s tru c tio n  and  a c tiv itie s  in  o rd e r  to  

u se  the  s tre n g th s  o f  e ac h  te a c h e r . T e a c h e rs  w o rk  to g e th e r  ra th e r  th an  ta k e  tu rn s  te a c h in g  

th e  sa m e  g ro u p  o f  c h ild re n .

S u m m ary

L a b o ra to ry  sc h o o ls  h a v e  d e v e lo p e d  m a n y  n e w  id e a s  an d  m e th o d o lo g ie s  fo r u se  by  

e d u c a to rs . T h e  M S U  L ab  S c h o o l w a s  o n e  such  in s titu tio n  th a t p re se n te d  n e w  an d  

e f fe c tiv e  te c h n iq u e s  fo r te a c h in g  c h ild re n . T h e  in fo rm a tio n  c o lle c te d  fo r  th is  re se a rc h  

sh o u ld  ad d  to  th e  h is to r ic a l re c o rd  an d  s tre n g th e n  th e  a rg u m e n t fo r d e v e lo p m e n ta lly  

a p p ro p ria te  p ra c tic e s  in  k in d e rg a r te n  an d  firs t g ra d e .
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C H A P T E R  T W O

R E L A T E D  L IT E R A T U R E  

In tro d u c tio n

T h e  p u rp o se  o f t  re la ted  lite ra tu re  is to  d e sc r ib e  th e  p r im a ry  c h a n g e s  in  c am p u s  

la b o ra to ry  s c h o o ls  a n d  to  d e sc rib e  th e  re se a rc h  a n d  e v o lu tio n  o f  d e v e lo p m e n ta lly  

a p p ro p r ia te  k in d e rg a r te n  a n d  f irs t g ra d e  p ro g ra m s  p r io r  to  an d  c o n c u r re n t w ith  th e  

p ro g ra m  d e v e lo p m e n t a t th e  M S U  L a b  S ch oo l. T h e  c h a p te r  w ill b e  d iv id e d  in to  th re e  

m a in  s e c tio n s  to  a id  in  th e  e x p la n a tio n  and  d is c u s s io n  o f  in fo rm a tio n . T h e se  s e c tio n s  w ill 

be  a s  fo llo w s: la b o ra to ry  sc h o o ls , p h ilo so p h ic a l ro o ts  o f  d e v e lo p m e n ta lly  a p p ro p r ia te  

p ra c tic e s , a n d  d e v e lo p m e n ta lly  a p p ro p ria te  p ra c tic e s .

L a b o ra to ry  S c h o o ls

T h e  f ir s t  la b o ra to ry  sc h o o ls  w e re  an  o u tg ro w th  o f  th e  tra in in g  s c h o o ls  u s e d  by  

m a n  n o rm a l a n d  s ta te  te a c h e r  c o lle g e s . T h e se  f ir s t  t ra in in g  s c h o o ls  w e re  u s e d  to  p ra c tic e  

st la rd  te a c h in g  m e th o d s  (A lte n b a u g h  &  U n d e rw o o d , 199 0). T h is  w a s  e v id e n t in  th e  

d e sc r ip t io n  th e  I ll in o is  S ta te  U n iv e rs ity  L a b o ra to ry  S c h o o l (2 0 0 0 )  h a d  o f  i ts  o r ig in a l tw o 

fo ld  m iss io n . T h e  f ir s t g o a l w a s  to  e d u c a te  p re -s e rv ic e  a n d  p ro fe s s io n a l te a c h e rs ; th e  

se c o n d  w a s  to  e n su re  th a t th e  s tu d e n ts  a tte n d in g  th e  la b o ra to ry  s c h o o l w e re  g iv e n  a  h ig h  

q u a li ty  e d u c a tio n  ev en  w h ile  th e y  w e re  in v o lv e d  in  e d u c a tio n a l re se a rc h . W h ile  th e se  

g o a ls  re m a in e d  im p o r ta n t e le m e n ts  fo r  la b o ra to ry  s c h o o ls , e d u c a tio n a l re s e a rc h  b e c a m e  a
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c e n tra l p u rp o se  fo r  la b o ra to ry  sc h o o ls . T h e  M S U  L ab  S ch o o l w a s  in v o lv e d  in e d u c a tio n a l 

re se a rc h  d u rin g  th e  tim e  th e  k in d e rg a r te n  p ro g ra m  w as  in  e x is te n c e .

T h ree  la b o ra to ry  sc h o o ls  w ill b e  d e sc r ib e d  to  fram e  a  b e tte r  u n d e rs ta n d in g  o f  h o w  

th e  M S U  L ab  S c h o o l c o rre sp o n d e d  w ith  o th e r  la b o ra to ry  s c h o o ls  o f  th e  tim e . T h re e  

s c h o o ls  h a v e  b e e n  c h o se n  fo r  c o m p a r iso n : th e  U n iv e rs ity  o f  C h ic a g o  L a b o ra to ry  S c h o o l 

(U C L S ), th e  U n iv e rs ity  o f  C a lifo rn ia  L o s  A n g e le s  U n iv e rs ity  C o r in n e  A . S eed  

E le m e n ta ry  S ch o o l (U E S ), a n d  th e  M in o t S ta te  U n iv e rs ity  L a b o ra to ry  S ch o o l. A  lo o k  at 

th e se  th re e  s c h o o ls  w ill g iv e  n e e d e d  h is to r ic a l an d  p h ilo so p h ic a l b a c k g ro u n d  fo r 

u n d e rs ta n d in g  th e  sp e c if ic  p ro g ra m s  a t th e  M S U  L ab  S choo l.

T h e  f irs t s c h o o l, U C L S , is im p o r ta n t to  th e  d is c u s s io n  b e c a u s e  it se ts  th e  

p a ra m e te rs  fo r  w h a t a  la b o ra to ry  sch o o l w a s , a n d  in  m an y  c ase s , w h a t a  la b o ra to ry  sch o o l 

s ti ll  is . T h e  sec o n d  sc h o o l, U E S , is im p o r ta n t b e c a u se  it w as  th e  m o d e l u se d  b y  th e  M S U  

L ab  S c h o o l fo r  its  in d iv id u a liz e d  in s tru c tio n  p ro g ra m  (W ax , 199 0). T h is  in d iv id u a liz e d  

in s tru c tio n  p ro g ra m  w as  in  u se  d u r in g  th e  m a jo r ity  o f  th e  tim e  th e  k in d e rg a r te n  p ro g ra m  

w as  in  o p e ra tio n . T h e  fin a l sch o o l h is to ry  to  b e  d isc u sse d  is the  M in o t S ta te  U n iv e rs i ty  

L a b o ra to ry  S ch o o l. T h is  w ill p u t th e  k in d e rg a r te n  an d  f irs t g ra d e  p ro g ra m s  in to  c o n te x t  in  

te rm s  o f  th e  e d u c a tio n a l p h ilo s o p h y  a n d  c o m m u n ity  to  w h ic h  th e  s tu d e n ts  w e re  e x p o se d .

University  o f  C h icago  Labora to ry  S choo l 

T h e  f ir s t m o d e m  la b o ra to ry  s c h o o l, th e  D e w e y  S ch o o l, n o w  k n o w n  as  th e  

U n iv e rs ity  o f  C h ic a g o  L a b o ra to ry  S c h o o l, w a s  s ta r te d  in  1896 b y  Jo h n  D e w e y , i t  

in c lu d e d  b o th  e le m e n ta ry  a n d  h ig h  sc h o o ls . T h e  p u rp o se  o f  th is  sch o o l w a s  to  g iv e  

D e w e y  an  o p p o rtu n ity  to  e v a lu a te  n e w  p e d a g o g ic a l te c h n iq u e s  a n d  p ra c tic e s  (H a rm s  &  

D e P e n c ie r , 199 6). T h is  w a s  a  s h if t in  m is s io n  fro m  e a r lie r  m o d e l sc h o o ls . M o d e l s c h o o ls
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ty p ic a lly  u se d  a cc e p ted  te a c h in g  te c h n iq u e s ; le a rn in g  w a s  m e m o r iz a tio n  a n d  c o m m o n  

e x e rc is e s . D e w e y  b e lie v e d  th a t  le a rn in g  w a s  a  so c ia l p ro c e ss ; s tu d e n ts  n e e d e d  to  w o rk  a s 

m e m b e rs  o f  a  le a rn in g  c o m m u n ity . T h e  le a rn in g  c o m m u n ity  sh o u ld  be  a  m o d e l o f  la rg e r, 

m o re  re a l- life  d e m o c ra tic  c o m m u n itie s . L e s so n s  sh o u ld  b e  p ra c tic a l;  s tu d e n ts  n e ed e d  to  

be  e x p o se d  to  w o rk  th a t w as  in  e s s e n c e  a n  e x te n s io n  o f  th e ir  life  a t h o m e  (H a rm s  &  

D e P e n c ie r , 1996). A rith m e tic  le s s o n s  sh o u ld  b e  re la te d  to  a c tu a l p ro b le m s  th a t s tu d en ts  

m ig h t h a v e  in  rea l life. S tu d e n ts  w e re  ta k e n  o n  f ie ld  tr ip s  to  le a rn  a b o u t h o w  d iffe re n t 

jo b s  o r  e n te rp r is e s  fu n c tio n e d .

S tu d e n ts  w e re  e x p ec te d  to  e x p e r im e n t and  d e v e lo p  th e ir  o w n  in te re s ts  b a se d  o n  

th e  in fo rm a tio n  th e y  g a th e red  a s th e y  s tu d ie d  tra d itio n a l s u b je c ts . T h e  s tu d e n ts  a t th e  

D e w e y  S c h o o l w e re  a llo w ed  to  o rg a n iz e  th e ir  o w n  p ro je c ts . S tu d e n ts  w o rk e d  in g ro u p s  

a n d  d id  c o m m u n ity  se rv ic e  p ro je c ts . T e a c h e rs  m a d e  su re  th a t th e  s tu d e n ts  w e re  s till 

in v o lv e d  in  c o n te n t in fo rm a tio n  a n d  sk ill d e v e lo p m e n t (H a rm s  &  D e P e n c ie r , 1 c>96).

D e w e y  w a s  ab le  to  e n u n c ia te  h is  p h ilo s o p h y  fo r  th e  U C L S  w ith  fo u r  p o in ts :

1. S tu d e n ts  b e g in  le a rn in g  by  e x p e r im e n ta tio n  a n d  d e v e lo p  in te re s ts  

in  tra d itio n a l s u b je c ts  to  h e lp  th e m  g a th e r  in fo rm a tio n .

2 . S tu d e n ts  a re  p a r t  o f  a  so c ia l g ro u p  in  w h ic h  e v e ry o n e  le a rn s  to  h e lp  

eac h  o th e r.

3. S tu d e n ts  sh o u ld  b e  c h a lle n g e d  to  u se  th e ir  c re a tiv i ty  to  a rr iv e  a t 

in d iv id u a l so lu tio n s  to  p ro b le m s .

4. T h e  c h ild , n o t th e  le sso n , is th e  c e n te r  o f  th e  te a c h e r ’s a tte n tio n ; 

e ac h  s tu d e n t h a s  in d iv id u a l s tre n g th s  th a t  [sic] sh o u ld  b e  c u ltiv a te d  

an d  d e v e lo p e d  (H a rm s  &  D e P e n c ie r , 1 9 9 6 , p . 4).
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D e w e y ’s p r in c ip le s  h a v e  b e e n  u sed  by  U C L S  w h e n  d e v e lo p in g  a n d  e v a lu a tin g  

p ro g ra m s . E v e n  th o u g h  th e se  p r in c ip le s  w e re  d if f ic u lt to  im p le m e n t, th e  s ta f f  fo u n d  th a t 

i f  th e y  e n su re d  th a t th e re  w a s  a  s e n se  o f  in te g ra tio n  a m o n g  a c tiv itie s , p ro je c ts , a n d  sk ill 

k n o w le d g e , it w as  e a s ie r  to  m e e t th e se  p r in c ip le s  (H a rm s  &  D e P e n c ie r , 1996).

O n e  e x a m p le  g e rm a n e  to  th is  s tu d y  w as  th e  N u rs e ry  S c h o o l a t U C L S . T h is  

p ro g ra m  e v o lv e d  fro m  b e in g  a  sh a re d  d a y c a re  to  a  d e /e lo p m e n ta l ly  a p p ro p r ia te  p ro g ra m . 

T h e  N u rse ry  S c h o o l s ta r te d  in fo rm a lly  in 1916 by  a  g ro u p  o f  m o th e rs  w h o  b ro u g h t th e ir  

c h ild re n  to  S c a m m o n  G a rd e n  to  s p e n d  tim e  in  e d u c a tio n a l p la y  and  g ro u p  a c tiv itie s  

(H a rm s  an d  D e P e n c ie r , 19 96 ). T h e  m o th e rs  d e v e lo p e d  a  p ro g ra m  and  to o k  tu rn s  te a c h in g  

a t th e  sch o o l. T h e  D e w e y  S c h o o l w a s  a sk e d  to  h e lp  w ith  d e v e lo p in g  th e  p ro g ra m  as w e ll  

a s g iv in g  th e  m o th e rs  in fo rm a tio n  to  h e lp  th em  te ac h  b e tte r . B y  1938, th e  N u rs e ry  S c h o o l 

w a s  o f f ic ia lly  a tta c h e d  to  th e  U n iv e rs i ty  o f  C h ic ag o . B y  th e n  p ro fe s s io n a l e d u c a to rs  w e re  

in  c h a rg e  o f  th e  p ro g ra m . In  19 55 , th e  N u rs e ry  S c h o o l b e c a m e  th e  th ird  m e m b e r  o f  th e  

U n iv e rs ity  o f  C h ic a g o  L a b o ra to ry  S c h o o ls , jo in in g  th e  o th e r  tw o  u n iv e rs ity  la b  sc h o o ls : 

th e  U n iv e rs ity  E le m e n ta ry  S c h o o l th a t  s ta r te d  in  1896  a n d  th e  U n iv e rs ity  H ig h  S c h o o l 

th a t  s ta r te d  in  1903  (U n iv e rs ity  o f  C h ic a g o , 2 0 0 5 ).

UCLA C orinne  A. S e e d  U niversity  E lem en ta ry  S choo l 

A n o th e r  la b o ra to ry  s c h o o l im p o r ta n t to  th e  s tu d y  is th e  U C L A  C o r in n e  A . S e e d  

L ln iv ersity  E le m e n ta ry  S c h o o l (U E S ). It w a s  e s ta b lish e d  in  1882  as a  tra in in g  sc h o o l a n d  

is  th e  o n ly  la b o ra to ry  sc h o o l in  th e  s tu d y  th a t h a s  a lw a y s  b e e n  an  e le m e n ta ry  sch o o l 

p ro g ra m . Jo h n  I. G o o d la d , d ire c to r  o f  th e  sch o o l fro m  1960  u n til th e l9 8 0 s  (H is to ry  o f  

C o r in n e  A . S eed  U n iv e rs ity  E le m e n ta ry  S c h o o l, n .d .) , n o te d  th a t  u p d a tin g  c o n te n t 

m a te r ia l  d id  n o t n e c e s sa r i ly  im p ro v e  th e  c u rr ic u lu m . T h e  U E S  s ta f f  b e c a m e  a w a re  o f  a
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n e e d  to  d iv e rg e  fro m  tra d itio n a l m e th o d s  o f  te a c h in g  b e c a u se  it w a s  d if f ic u lt  to  p la ce  

so m e  o ld e r  s tu d e n ts  o n  a lev e l a p p ro p r ia te  fo r  th e ir  a g e  a n d /o r  a b ility  an d  b e c a u se  th e  

s ta tic  s tu d e n t m e m b e rsh ip  le s se n e d  th e  a m o u n t o f  in d iv id u a l a t te n tio n  a ll c h ild re n  

re c e iv e d  (G o o d la d , 196 3). C h a n g in g  w h a t w a s  ta u g h t o r w h e n  it w as  ta u g h t d id  n o t see m  

to  h a v e  th e  d e s ire d  e ffe c t. S tru g g lin g  s tu d e n ts , o ld e r  o n e s  in  p a r tic u la r , d id  n o t see m  to 

m a k e  a p p ro p ria te  a c a d e m ic  g a in s  (G o o d la d , 1963).

T h is  a r tic u la tio n  o f  n e e d  le d  to  re se a rc h  th a t e v e n tu a lly  b e c a m e  a  p ro g ra m  fo r 

in d iv id u a liz e d  in s tru c tio n . T h is  p ro g ra m  a lso  fit in to  th e  s c h o o l’s p h ilo s o p h y  th a t th e  

g re a te s t e d u c a tio n  p ro b le m  w a s  tre a tin g  c h ild re n  a s  n o n -p e rso n s . O v e re m p h a s iz in g  

c u rr ic u lu m  and  s ta n d a rd iz e d  n o rm s  to o k  th e  e m p h a s is  a w a y  fro m  te a c h in g  c h ild re n . It 

w a s  im p o r ta n t fo r  te a c h e rs  to  re m e m b e r  th a t  th e  s tu d e n ts  w e re  th e  re a so n  fo r  te a c h in g  

(G o o d la d , 1963).

M a d e lin e  H u n te r  w a s  th e  p r in c ip a l a t U E S  fro m  1962  u n til 1982. S h e  w as  a b le  to  

e n c o u ra g e  th e  s ta f f  a t th e  s c h o o l to  d e v e lo p  a  te a c h e r  d e c is io n -m a k in g  a p p ro a c h  to  

le a rn in g . W h ile  sh e  w as  a t U E S  she  a lso  d e v e lo p e d  m e th o d o lo g ie s  to  m o tiv a te  s tu d e n ts  

a n d  to  h e lp  th e m  re ta in  le a rn in g  (H is to ry  o f  C o rin n e  A . S e e d  U n iv e rs ity ' E le m e n ta ry  

S c h o o l, n .d .) . T h is  in c lu d e d  d e v e lo p in g  a le s so n  p la n  a n d  a  c lin ic a l s u p e rv is io n  m o d e l 

th a t  a re  s ti ll  u se d  b y  m a n y  e d u c a to rs  to d a y .

T h e  U E S  p ro g ra m  d e v e lo p e d  a  n o n -g ra d e d  a n d  m u lti-a g e d  g ro u p in g  th a t in c lu d e d  

e a r ly  c h ild h o o d , lo w e r, m id d le , a n d  u p p e r  e le m e n ta ry  p h a se s ; e v e ry  p h a se  h ad  its  o w n  

g o a ls . W h ile  c h ild re n  re m a in e d  in  th e  sch o o l fo r  th e  s ta n d a rd  n u m b e r  o f  y e a rs , th e ir  

p la c e m e n t in th e  p h a se s  c o u ld  v a ry . T h e s e  p h a se s  w e re  m u lt i- a g e  g ro u p s  fo r  50  -  130
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s tu d e n ts  ta u g h t by  te a m s  o f  tw o  to  six  te a c h e rs , s tu d e n t te a c h e rs , a n d  a id e s  (H u n te r ,

1971).

U E S  m a d e  e ffo r ts  to  e n su re  th a t  th e  s tu d en ts  in  th e  sch o o l w e re  ra n d o m ly  

se le c te d . S u b u rb a n  an d  in n e r -c i ty  s tu d e n ts  fro m  a  v a r ie ty  o f  so c io -e c o n o m ic  le v e ls  w e re  

in c lu d e d  b e ca u se  d iv e rs ity  w a s  an  im p o r ta n t e le m e n t fo r  in s tru c tio n  a t U E S . It w as  th e  

b a s is  fo r  th e  in d iv id u a liz e d  in s tru c tio n  a t U E S  b e c a u se  o f  th e  n e e d  to  d o  v a lid  re se a rc h  

D iv e rs ity  w as  a lso  v a lu a b le  b e c a u se  it e n ric h ed  th e  e d u ca tio n a l e x p e r ie n c e  fo r  a ll 

s tu d e n ts  (H u n te r , 1971).

F o llo w in g  H u n te r  w e re  D ire c to r  R ic h a rd  C . W illia m s  a n d  P r in c ip a l H al H y m a n . 

M a jo r  e x p e r im e n ta l p ro je c ts  in  th e  1 98 0s  in c lu d e d  in v e s tig a tio n  in to  s c h o o l re fo rm , 

p a r tic ip a to ry  d e c is io n -m a k in g , and  c u rr ic u lu m  d e v e lo p m e n t. A n o th e r  p ro je c t th a t  U E S  

b e g a n  to  w o rk  w ith  th a t is  p e r t in e n t  to  th is  s tu d y  w a s  an  e x te n d e d  d a y  p ro g ra m . T h e  id e a  

w as  to  d e s ig n  a  m o d e l th a t  in te g ra te d  c h ild c a re  w ith  th e  sch o o l p ro g ra m  th a t  w o u ld  h e lp  

w o rk in g  fa m ilie s  h a v e  a n o th e r  c h o ic e  fo r  c a r in g  fo r  th e ir  c h ild re n  w h ile  th e  a d u lt fa m ily  

m e m b e rs  w e re  a t w o rk  (Id is to ry  o f  C o rin n e  A . S eed  U n iv e rs ity  E le m e n ta ry  S c h o o l, n .d .) .

T h e  s ta f f  a t th e  M S U  L a b  S ch o o l p ro g ra m  a d ap te d  sev e ra l o f  th e  U E S  

m e th o d o lo g ie s  in c lu d in g  in d iv id u a liz e d  in s tru c tio n  and  m u lti-a g e  g ro u p in g  fo r  u se  w ith  

th e ir  s tu d e n t p o p u la tio n . T o w a rd s  th e  e n d  o f  th e  M S U  L a b  S c h o o l’s e x is te n c e , th e re  w e re  

p la n s  u n d e rw a y  to  d e v e lo p  a d d itio n a l a f te r-sc h o o l as w e ll  a s p re -s c h o o l p ro g ra m s  s im ila r  

to  th e  in te g ra te d  c h ild c a re  p ro g ra m  b e in g  d e v e lo p e d  b y  U E S .

M ino t S ta te  U n iversity  L abo ra to ry  S choo l

T h e  la s t la b o ra to ry  s c h o o l u n d e r  d is c u s s io n  is  th e  M S U  L a b  S c h o o l. T h e  sch o o l 

a n d  u n iv e rs ity  u n d e rw e n t a  s e r ie s  o f  n a m e  c h a n g e s  s ta r tin g  in  th e  19 2 0 s. T h e  M S U  L a b
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S c h o o l w as  M o d e l H ig h  S ch o o l u n til  th e  h ig h  s c h o o l w as  c lo se d  in  1968. T h e  n am e  

C a m p u s  L a b o ra to ry  S c h o o l w a s  u sed  u n til  1987. F in a lly , th e  U n iv e rs ity  L a b o ra to ry  

S c h o o l w a s  u sed  fro m  th e  fa ll o f  1987  u n til th e  sch o o l c lo se d  in  1990. T h e  U n iv e rs ity  

a lso  u n d e rw e n t a  v a r ie ty  o f  n am e  c h a n g e s : M in o t S ta te  N o rm a l S ch o o l, M in o t S ta te  

T e a c h e r  S c h o o l, M in o t S ta te  C o lle g e , S ta te  U n iv e rs ity  o f  N o r th  D a k o ta , a n d  fin a lly , 

M in o t S ta te  U n iv e rs ity . In  o rd e r to  s im p lify  th e  d is c u s s io n , th e  n a m es  M in o t S ta te  

U n iv e rs ity  L a b o ra to ry  S ch o o l an d  M in o t S ta te  U n iv e rs ity  w ill b e  u sed  th ro u g h o u t th e  

s tu d y .

M S U  L a b  S ch o o l w as  fo u n d e d  in  1920 a s a  m o d e l sch o o l. D u rin g  th e  1 9 20s  th e  

p re s id e n t o f  M in o t S ta te  U n iv e rs ity , w a s  ab le  to  re a c h  a n  a g re e m e n t w ith  th e  H a rr iso n  

S c h o o l D is tr ic t,  a  sm a ll s ch o o l d is tr ic t o u ts id e  th e  M in o t S c h o o l d is tr ic t.  A c c o rd in g  to  

th is  “ g e n tle m a n ’s a g re e m e n t,”  H a rr is o n  S c h o o l D is tr ic t  p a v e  th e ir  sch o o l b u ild in g  to  th e  

u n iv e rs ity  as lo n g  a s th e  d is t r ic t ’s s tu d e n ts  w e re  a llo w e d  to  c o n tin u e  a tte n d in g  th e  sch o o l 

(A  S h o rt H is to ry  o f  th e  M S C  C a m p u s  L a b  S c h o o l, 197 5). T h e  b u ild in g  fro m  th e  fo rm e r  

H a rriso n  S ch o o l D is tr ic t w a s  u sed  fo r  th e  e le m e n ta ry  s tu d e n ts  u n til it w as  ra z e d  i n i 9 6 4  

(A  S h o rt H is to ry  o f  th e  M S C  C a m p u s  L a b  S c h o o l, 197 5). A  s e c o n d  sch o o l b u ild in g  w a s  

b u ilt  in 1931 (C o o k , 1936). T h is  se c o n d  b u ild in g  w a s  th e  o n e  u se d  d u r in g  th e  tim e  th e  

in d iv id u a liz e d  k in d e rg a r te n  an d  first  g ra d e  p ro g ra m s  w e re  in  p ro g re ss .

L ik e  m a n y  o th e r  m o d e l sc h o o ls , th e  p u rp o se  o f  th e  M o d e l S ch o o l w a s  to  p re p a re  

c o lle g e  s tu d en ts  to  b e  te a c h e rs  (C o o k , 1936 ; S te e , 1948). B y  1959 , th e  m a in  p u rp o s e  h a d  

c h a n g e d . The P h ilo sophy  o f  T eacher E du ca tio n  a t M ino t S ta te  Teacher C o llege  (M in o t 

S ta te  T e a c h e rs  C o lle g e , 1 9 5 9) a s se r te d  th a t  th e  sch o o l w a s  m a in ly  a  c e n te r  fo r  

e x p e r im e n ta tio n  ra th e r  th a n  a  tra in in g  sch o o l. T h e  sch o o l w o rk e d  w ith  te a c h e r  e d u c a tio n
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is su e s  an d  e x p e r im e n te d  w ith  p e d a g o g y  an d  m e th o d o lo g y  s u ita b le  fo r  th e  so c ia l an d  

e d u c a tio n a l n e e d s  o f  th e  N o rth  D a k o ta  p o p u la tio n .

D u rin g  th e  E rs t p a rt o f  th e  s c h o o l’s h is to ry  th e  s tu d e n t p o p u la tio n  in c lu d e d  firs t 

g ra d e  th ro u g h  h ig h  sch o o l c h ild re n . M o d e l H ig h  S ch o o l w as  c lo se d  in  1968 b e c a u se  o f  

d e c is io n s  m a d e  by  th e  B o ard  o f  H ig h e r  E d u c a tio n  (J . W ax , p e rso n a l in te rv ie w , A p ril 6, 

2 0 0 8 ). T h is  c h a n g e  a llo w e d  th e  e le m e n ta ry  sch o o l to  u se  a ll th re e  f lo o rs  o f  th e  b u ild in g .

W h ile  th e  M S U  L a b  S c h o o l w as  tra n s itio n in g  fro m  a  1 -  12 p ro g ra m  to  a  K  -  6 

p ro g ra m , H o w d  an d  B ro w n  (1 9 7 0 ) c o n d u c te d  a  n a tio n a l su rv e y  o f  la b o ra to ry  s c h o o ls . 

H o w d  a n d  B ro w n  p o lle d  la b o ra to ry  sch o o l p e rso n n e l to  d is c o v e r  w h a t th e y  th o u g h t w a s  

in d ic a tiv e  o f  th e ir  s c h o o ls ’ m is s io n s . D a ta  fro m  th e ir  re se a rc h  s h o w e d  th e  s ta f f  a t  th e  

M S U  L a b  S ch o o l c o n s id e re d  fo u r  a re a s  o f  th e ir  s c h o o l’s m is s io n  to  b e  m o s t im p o r ta n t:

(a ) o b s e rv a tio n  a n d  d e m o n s tra t io n , (b )  p ilo t te s tin g , (c ) e x p e r im e n ta tio n  w ith  le a rn e r-  

te a c h e r  a c tiv itie s , a n d  (d )  re se a rc h . L e a d e rsh ip  an d  p a r tic ip a tio n  o f  th e  s ta f f  w e re  a lso  

c o n s id e re d  im p o r ta n t. T h e  le a s t im p o r ta n t e le m e n t o f  th e ir  m is s io n  w a s  p ro v id in g  p re 

s e rv ic e  e x p e r ie n c e  fo r  p re -p ro fe s s io n a l te ac h e rs . T h is  su rv e y  d e m o n s tra te d  h o w  

im p o r ta n t re s e a rc h  w a s  fo r  th e  M S U  L a b  S ch o o l. A c c o rd in g  to  H o w d  an d  B o y d  (1 9 7 0 ) , 

th e  te a c h e rs  a t M S U  L a b  S c h o o l w e re  e n c o u ra g e d  to  try  n e w  id e a s  to  b e  te s te d  o r  d e s ig n  

p ro je c ts  to  be  s tu d ie d . T h e  a u th o r  o f  th e  id e a  w as  th e n  a llo w e d  to  ta k e  th e  le ad  in  th e  

re s e a rc h  a n d  to  g e t h e lp  fro m  h is /  h e r  c o lle a g u e s .

T h e  c o m m itm e n t to  re se a rc h  m e n tio n e d  b y  H o w d  a n d  B o y d  w a s  c o n f irm e d  w h e n  

th e  d ire c to r  o f  th e  sch o o l re a ss ig n e d  th e  f ir s t g ra d e  te ac h e r,.  L o la  D o k k e n , to  b e g in  a  n e w  

p ro g ra m , a  tw o - tie re d  k in d e rg a r te n  p ro g ra m  in  1969. K in d e rg a r te n -O n e  ( K - l )  w a s  fo r  

fo u r -y e a r -a n d -a -h a lf -y e a r  o ld  c h ild re n . It m e t fiv e  d a y s  a  w e e k  d u rin g  a m o rn in g  s e ss io n .
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K in d e rg a r te n -T w o  (K -2 ) w as  fo r  f iv e -a n d -a -h a lf -y e a r  o ld  c h ild re n  an d  m e t d u rin g  an  

a f te rn o o n  sess io n  th a t a lso  m e t fiv e  d a y s  a  w eek . T h e  k in d e rg a r te n  p ro g ra m s  w e re  

tra d itio n a l p ro g ra m s  u n til in d iv id u a liz e d  in s tru c tio n  w a s  in te g ra te d  in to  th e  k in d e rg a r te n s  

in  1971 .

T h e  firs t g ra d e  p ro g ra m  w a s  a lso  a  tra d itio n a l p ro g ra m  u n til 1970 w h e n  th e  f irs t 

g ra d e  te a c h e r  w as  h ire d  to  b e g in  im p le m e n tin g  in d iv id u a liz e d  in s tru c tio n  a t th a t level. 

T h e  f ir s t g ra d e  w a s  in te g ra te d  in to  th e  u n g ra d e d  fa m ily  g ro u p  sy s te m  in  1982. A t th is  

tim e  th e  first- a n d  se c o n d -g ra d e  te a c h e rs  b e c a m e  a  te a c h in g  te am  th a t w o rk e d  w ith  50  s ix  

to  e ig h t y e a r -o ld  c h ild re n .

E d u c a tio n a l re s e a rc h  c o n tin u e d  a t th e  sch o o l, an d  th e  s tru c tu ie  o f  th e  c la s s ro o m s , 

fro m  k in d e rg a r te n  th ro u g h  g ra d e  six , c o n tin u e d  to  c h a n g e . T h e  s ta f f  c o n tin u e d  to  

e x p e r im e n t w ith  c u rr ic u lu m  a n d  p e d a g o g y  u n til th e  M S U  L ab  S c h o o l w a s  c lo se d  b y  th e  

U n iv e rs ity  in  1990  d u e  to  d e c is io n s  m a d e  by  th e  U n iv e rs ity  a d m in is tra tio n . T h e  re a so n s  

h a v e  n e v e r  b e en  c le a r , e v e n  th o u g h  th e  $ 5 0 ,0 0 0  c o s t fo r  th e  u n iv e rs ity  w a s  n o t o n e  o f  its  

la rg e s t b u d g e t lin e  ite m s  (J. W a x , p e rso n a l in te rv ie w , A p ril 6 , 2 0 0 8 ).

T h e se  th re e  la b o ra to ry  sch o o l p ro g ra m s  g iv e  a  sen se  o f  w h a t w a s  b e in g  p ra c tic e d  

b e fo re  an d  d u rin g  th e  tim e  th a t  th e  M S U  L a b  S c h o o l k in d e rg a r te n  an d  firs t g rad e  

p ro g ra m s  w e re  in  o p e ra tio n . T h e se  s c h o o ls  h ad  se v e ra l c o m m o n a lit ie s ;  th e y  w e re  

c o m m itte d  to  im p ro v e  e d u c a tio n a l p ra c tic e s , th e y  w e re  w illin g  to  try  n e w  o r  

u n c o n v e n tio n a l p ra c tic e s , th e  d a ta  c o lle c te d  fro m  e x p e r im e n ts  w as  sh a red  w ith  o th e r  

p ro fe s s io n a ls , an d  m o s t im p o r ta n tly , c h ild re n  w e re  see n  as th e  p r im a ry  fo c u s  a n d  th e  

re a s o n  fo r  th e  e x is te n c e  o f  th e  sc h o o ls .
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P h ilo so p h ic a l R o o ts  o f  D e v e lo p m e n ta lly  A p p ro p r ia te  P ro g ra m s

T h e  N A E Y C  p ro d u c e d  a  p o s itio n  p a p e r  on  d e v e lo p m e n ta lly  a p p ro p r ia te  p ra c tic e s  

in  1987  and  re v ise d  it te n  y e a rs  la ter. T h e  tw e lv e  p r in c ip le s  o f  d e v e lo p m e n ta lly  

a p p ro p r ia te  p ra c tic e s  e n u n c ia te d  by  B re d e k a m p  a n d  C o p p le  (1 9 9 7 ) a re  th e  b a s is  o f  so u n d  

te a c h in g  and  le a rn in g . E v e n  th o u g h  th e  te rm  d e v e lo p m e n ta lly  a p p ro p ria te  p ra c tic e s  is a  

m o d e rn  p h ra se , it c o u ld  b e  a rg u e d  th a t su ch  p ra c tic e s  b e g a n  w ith  o th e r  e d u c a to rs  

th ro u g h o u t h is to ry . W h ile  th e re  a re  m a n y  h is to r ic a l f ig u re s  w h o  in f lu e n c e d  

d e v e lo p m e n ta lly  a p p ro p r ia te  p ra c tic e s , th is  s tu d y  w ill b rie fly  d is c u s s  f iv e  e d u c a to rs  

p e r tin e n t to  th e  s tu d y : J o h a n n  H . P e s ta lo z z i, F r ie d r ic h  W . F ro e b e l, M aria  M o n te s s o r i,  

J e a n  P ia g e t, a n d  J o h n  D e w e y . T h e se  re se a rc h e rs  sh a re d  th e  p ra c tic e  o f  re fo rm in g  th e  

e d u c a tio n a l p ra c tic e s  o f  th e ir  tim es . T h e y  h a v e  b e e n  c h o se n  fo r  sev e ra l d if fe re n t re a so n s .

O ne  re a so n  P e s ta lo z z i w as  c h o se n  w as  th a t h is  e a r lie r  p o s itio n  in  h is to ry  a llo w e d  

h im  to  o ffe r  m a n y  n e w  id e a s  fo r e d u c a tin g  y o u n g  c h ild re n . F ro eb e l an d  M o n te s s o r i a re  

s ig n if ic a n t b e c a u se  th e y  d e v e lo p e d  a rc h e ty p a l e a r ly  c h ild h o o d  p ro g ra m . A lth o u g h  

M o n te s so r i is n o t  c o n s id e re d  d e v e lo p m e n ta lly  a p p ro p r ia te  b y  a ll  e d u c a to rs , sh e  is 

in c lu d e d  b e c a u se  sh e  w a s  an  e d u ca tio n a l p io n e e r  th a t  h a s  h ad  a  la s t in g  in f lu e n c e  o n  e a r ly  

c h ild h o o d  e d u c a tio n . A  fin a l re a so n  to  c o n s id e r  P e s ta lo z z i and  F ro eb e l is th a t  b o th  

in f lu e n c e d  D e w e y ’s p h ilo s o p h y  o f  te a c h in g  a n d  le a rn in g  (H a rm s  &  D e P e n c ie r , 19 9 6). 

D e w e y  is s ig n if ic a n t, n o t  ju s t  b e ca u se  o f  h is  d e v e lo p m e n t o f  th e  la b o ra to ry  sc h o o l, b u t  

b e c a u se  h is  p h ilo s o p h y  o f  e d u c a tio n  h a s  e le m e n ts  s im ila r  to  th e  p r in c ip le s  o f  

d e v e lo p m e n ta lly  a p p ro p r ia te  p ra c tic e s . A  b r ie f  th u m b n a il  sk e tc h  o f  th e se  f iv e  e d u c a to rs  

sh o u ld  h e lp  d e sc r ib e  so m e  o f  th e  p h ilo so p h ic a l a n d  p ra c tic a l ro o ts  o f  d e v e lo p m e n ta lly  

a p p ro p r ia te  p ra c tic e s .



Johann  H. P es ta lo zz i

Jo h an n  H. P e s ta lo z z i (1 7 4 6 -1 8 2 7 )  b e lie v e d  it w a s  n e c e s sa ry  fo r c h ild re n  to  h av e  

th e ir  b a s ic  e m o tio n a l n e ed s  m e t b e fo re  it w a s  p o s s ib le  to  h a v e  th e ir  in te lle c tu a l n e ed s  

m e t. S p e c if ic a lly , th e y  n eed  to  h a v e  a  s e n s e  o f  s e lf -e s te e m  a n d  s e lf -w o rth  b e fo re  th e y  a re  

c a p a b le  o f  le a rn in g .

P e s ta lo zz i b e g a n  by  m a k in g  su re  h is  s tu d e n ts  w e re  e m o tio n a lly  secu re ; th e n  he  

w o u ld  b e g in  w ith  w h a t h e  ca lled  o b je c t le sso n s . T h e se  o b je c t le sso n s  h e lp e d  c h ild re n  u se  

th e ir  sen se s  to  le arn . T h e  te a c h e r  g u id e d  th is  s e n so ry  e d u ca tio n . C h ild ren  w o u ld  s tu d y  an  

o b je c t: its  sh ap e , q u a n tity , n u m b e r , and  w e ig h t. O b je c t le sso n s  a lso  in c lu d e d  tra c in g  an d  

d ra w in g  e x e rc ise s . C h ild re n  m ig h t tra c e  th e  o u tlin e  o f  a  ro c k  o r  tw ig , d ra w  a  tre e  o r  

c lo u d , o r  th e y  m ig h t c o u n t h o w  m a n y  le a v e s  a re  o n  a  b ra n ch . E x e rc is e s  like  th e se  h e lp e d  

c h ild re n  to  d e v e lo p  a  c o n c e p t o f  th e  o b je c t u n d e r  s tu d y . O n ce  th e  c h ild re n  u n d e rs to o d  th e  

o b je c t wre ll, it w o u ld  b e  n a m e d . P e s ta lo z z i w a s  th e  firs t to  ta k e  c h ild re n  on  f ie ld  tr ip s  to  

s tu d y  n a tu re , in  o rd e r  fo r  th e m  to  w o rk  o n  o b je c t le sso n s  (G u te k , 2 0 0 5 ). P e s ta lo z z i c a lle d  

th is  fo rm , n u m b e r , a n d  n am e . It is a f te r  th is  k in d  o f  s tu d y  th a t th e  c h ild re n  w o u ld  be 

re a d y  to  le a rn  to  re a d , w rite , an d  do  a r ith m e tic  u s in g  th e  m a te r ia ls  fro m  th e  o b je c t 

le sso n s . (G u te k , 2 0 0 5 ).

O n e  c a v e a t P e s ta lo z z i g a v e  w a s  th a t te a c h e rs  c o u ld  n o t re ly  o n  c h ild - in it ia te d  

le a rn in g  on ly . T e a c h e rs  m u s t a d ju s t th e  le a rn in g  e n v iro n m e n t to  e n c o u ra g e  c h ild re n  to  

b e c o m e  in v o lv e d  w ith  th e  le a rn in g  p ro c e s s  (M o rr iso n , 2 0 0 4 ). P e s ta lo z z i re c o m m e n d e d  

c h e rs  o b se rv e  th e ir  c h ild re n  an d  m a k e  a d ju s tm e n ts  to  th e  e n v iro n m e n t (H e n n ig e r , 

2 0 0 2 ) .
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A s w e ll a s o b se rv in g  c h ild re n  c lo se ly , th e re  a re  fo u r  o th e r  im p o r ta n t id e a s  o f  

P e s ta lo z z i w h ic h  h a v e  in f lu e n c e d  d e v e lo p m e n ta lly  a p p ro p r ia te  p ra c tic e s  (H e n n ig e r , 2 0 0 2 , 

p. 4 2 ) .  T h e se  in c lu d e :

1. re c o g n iz in g  th e  p o te n tia l o f  all c h ild re n

2. d e v e lo p in g  im p o r ta n t te a c h e r-s tu d e n t re la tio n s h ip s

3. e n c o u ra g in g  p e e r  re la tio n sh ip s

4. e x p e r ie n c in g  le a rn in g  v ia  s e n so ry  e x p e r ie n c e s

P e s ta lo z z i’s id eas  in flu en c ed  o th e r  e d u c a to rs . O n e  o f  th e  e d u c a to rs  ta u g h t a n d  

in f lu e n c e d  b y  P e s ta lo z z i w as  F r ie d r ic h  W . F ro e b e l, th e  fa th e r o f  k in d e rg a r te n  (H e n n ig e r , 

2002 ) .

F ried rich  W. F roebe l

F r ie d r ic h  F ro eb e l (1 7 8 2  -  1852) b u ilt  o n  P e s ta lo z z i’s id e a s  a s h e  d e v e lo p e d  h is  

e a r ly  c h ild h o o d  p ro g ra m  h e  ca lled  “k in d e rg a r te n .” K in d e rg a r te n  is  a  G e rm a n  w o rd  th a t 

t ra n s la te s  a s ’’c h i ld re n ’s g a rd e n .”  T h is  te rm  is re f le c te d  in  a  q u o ta tio n  fro m  F ro eb e l:  

“ C h ild re n  a re  lik e  t in y  f lo w e rs ; th e y  a re  v a r ie d  an d  n eed  ca re , b u t e a c h  is b e a u tifu l a lo n e  

a n d  g lo r io u s  w h e n  seen  in  th e  c o m m u n ity  o f  p e e r s ”  (C o lle c te d  w o rd s  o f  F r ie d r ic h  

F ro e b e l, 2 0 0 2  p .3  ). B o th  P e s ta lo z z i a n d  F ro eb e l b e lie v e d  th a t le a rn in g  w a s  m o re  th a n  

ju s t  te a c h in g  c h ild re n  in fo rm a tio n . T h e y  b e lie v e d  th a t  c h ild re n  n e e d e d  to  b e  c a re d  fo r  as 

c o m p le te  in d iv id u a ls . F ro eb e l b e lie v e d  in  th e  d ig n ity  o f  c h ild re n . H e  w a s  c o n v in c e d  th a t  

th e y  h a d  a  r ig h t  to  b e  c h ild re n  a n d  w e re  n o t m in ia tu re  a d u lts  (M o rr iso n , 2 0 0 9 ) . T h e ir  

e m o tio n a l liv e s  w e re  im p o r ta n t an d  th e ir  e m o tio n a l n e e d s  h a d  to  b e  a d d re sse d  b e fo re  th e y  

c o u ld  learn  (G u te k , 2 0 0 5) .

20



P e s ta lo z z i an d  F ro e b e l a lso  a g re e d  th a t a c t iv i t ie s  w e re  th e  b e s t w ay  fo r  c h ild re n  to  

le a rn . F ro eb e l b e c a m e  c o n v in c e d  th a t p la y  w a s  fhe  a c tiv ity  m o s t im p o r ta n t to  c h ild re n .

H e fe lt  th a t p la y  e x p re sse d  th e  in n e r  life  o f  c h ild re n  a n d  g a v e  th e m  o p p o r tu n itie s  to  

so c ia lly  in te ra c t. D u rin g  p la y , c h ild re n  d e v e lo p e d  c o n c e p ts  by  u s in g  to y s  a s s y m b o ls  and  

a c tin g  ou t sc e n a r io s  (G u te k , 2 0 0 5 ).

H e  b e lie v e d  th a t c h ild re n  h a d  a  r ig h t to  p la y  a n d  th a t  it w o u ld  h e lp  c h ild re n  

d e v e lo p  a c c o rd in g  to  th e ir  o w n  n e e d s  a n d  n a tu re  (M o rr iso n , 2 0 0 9 ). H o w e v e r , F ro e b e l 

a lso  b e lie v e d  th a t  p la y  n e e d e d  to  b e  s tru c tu re d  a n d  p u rp o se fu l. It w as  th e  d u ty  o f  th e  

te a c h e r  to  o b se rv e  c h ild re n  a n d  g u id e  th e m  th ro u g h  p la y  to  h e lp  th e m  b e c o m e  g o o d  

m e m b e rs  o f  so c ie ty . T e a c h e rs  a c c o m p lis h e d  th is  d u ty  b y  g iv in g  a tte n tio n  to  th e  

c la s s ro o m  s e ttin g  an d  by  m a k in g  su re  th a t  c h ild re n  w e re  g iv e n  th e  tim e  to  w o rk  w ith  th e  

s e q u e n c e  o f  a c tiv itie s  th a t w o u ld  h e lp  th e m  learn .

F ro eb e l u sed  m a n ip u la tiv e s  h e  c a lle d  g if ts  a n d  o c c u p a tio n s  (M o rr iso n , 2 0 0 9 ).

G ifts  w e re  re u s a b le  g e o m e tr ic  so lid s  th a t a re  u sed  to  h e lp  c h ild re n  d is c o v e r  th e ir  w o rld . 

T h e y  in c lu d e d  b a lls , c y lin d e rs , b lo c k s , c u b e s , c irc le s , r in g s , tr ia n g le s , d o w e ls  a n d  sm a ll 

m a lle a b le  ba ll b e a r in g s . O c c u p a tio n s  w e re  s in g le  u se  m a te r ia ls  th a t c h ild re n  c o u ld  

m a n ip u la te  to  h e lp  d e v e lo p  th e ir  im a g in a tio n . T h e y  in c lu d e d  m o ld in g  c la y , p a p e r  

fo ld in g , p a in tin g , la c in g , w e a v in g , a n d  s tin g in g  b e a d s  (F ro b e l W eb , n .d .) . C h ild re n  u se d  

th e  g if ts  and  o c c u p a tio n s  to  h e lp  th e m  b e  a c tiv e ly  in v o lv e d  in  p la y  an d  w o rk  to w a rd  a 

b e tte r  u n d e rs ta n d in g  o f  th e ir  w o rld  (M o rr iso n , 2 0 0 9 ).

F ro e b e l’s s y s te m a tic  d e v e lo p m e n t an d  u se  o f  th e  g if ts , o c c u p a tio n s , an d  

o b se rv a tio n s  o f  y o u n g  c h ild re n  in d ic a te  th a t h e  w a s  p ro b a b ly  o n e  o f  th e  f ir s t re a l c h ild
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d e v e lo p m e n t sp e c ia lis ts  (M o rr iso n , 2 0 0 9 ). T h is  s c ie n tif ic  s tu d y  o f  h o w  to  b e s t te ac h  

y o u n g  c h ild re n  w as  c a rrie d  ev en  fu r th e r  b y  M a r ia  M o n te sso ri.

M aria  M on tesso r i

M a ria  M o n te sso r i (1 8 7 0  -  1952) s tu d ie d  F ro e b e l’s m e th o d s  a n d  a g re e d  w ith  h is  

p ra c tic e  in  se v e ra l a sp e c ts . B o th  b e lie v e d  th a t e d u c a tio n  sh o u ld  b e  c h ild -c e n te re d  (G u te k , 

2 0 0 5 ) . S h e  a lso  a g re e d  w ith  th e  p re m ise  th a t a c tiv ity  w as  im p o r ta n t fo r  c h ild re n  to  le arn , 

an d  th e  c o rre c t m a n ip u la tiv e s  w o u ld  h e lp  c h ild re n  learn  and  d e v e lo p . A  th ird  p o in t  o n  

w h ic h  sh e  a g re ed  w ith  F ro eb e l w a s  th a t te a c h e rs  w e re  to  a c t a s g u id e s  a n d  w e re  in  c h a rg e  

o f  p re p a r in g  th e  le a rn in g  e n v iro nm en t (M o n te sso r i,  1912). A ll o f  th is  w a s  p a r t  o f  

e d u c a tin g  th e  w h o le  c h ild  (M on te sso r i, 1912 ; 196).

T e a ch e rs  a lso  n e ed ed  to  b e  aw are  th a t c h ild  d e v e lo pm en t is p re d ic ta b le . 

M o n te s s o r i’s s c ie n tif ic  s tu d y  o f  ch ild ren  led  h e r  to  d ev e lo p  h e r  th e o ry  o f  s e n s itiv e  

p e r io d s . M o n te s so r i e x p la in ed  th a t th e re  a re  b e tte r  tim e s  d u rin g  d e v e lo p m en t w h en  

c h ild re n  can  le a rn  sp e c if ic  sk ills . T h e re  w e re  b e h av io ra l c u e s  th a t w o u ld  h e lp  te a c h e rs  

le ad  c h ild re n  to  w o rk  w ith  n ew  id ea s  o r  sk ills  (M on te sso r i, 1912).

M on te s so r i b e lie v ed  th a t c h ild ren  w an te d  to  b e  in v o lv e d  in  w o rk , n o t  p la y  

(M o n te s so r i,  1966). M on te s so r i m a te r ia ls  a n d  s tru c tu re s  w e re  d e s ig n ed  fo r  y o u n g  

c h ild re n  to  d e v e lo p  e d u c a tio n a l c o n cep ts  a s  w e ll  a s  life  sk ills . T h e se  m a te r ia ls  a n d  

a c tiv i t ie s  w e re  d e v e lo p ed  to  ta k e  a d v an ta g e  o f  th e  c h ild re n ’s in te re s ts  a n d  a b il i t ie s  b a sed  

o n  M o n te s s o r i’s th e o ry  o f  s en s itiv e  p e r io d s . C h ild re n  w e re  a lso  ta u g h t th a t  th e y  w e re  

m em b e rs  o f  a  c om m un ity .

In  th e  M o n te s so r i c o m m u n ity , te a c h e rs  a re  o b s e rv e rs  o f  c h ild re n . B a se d  o n  th is , 

th e  e n v iro n m e n t c an  b e  c h a n g e d  to  m e e t th e  c h i ld re n ’s n e ed s . A s te a c h e rs  o b se rv e  th e
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c h ild re n  c lo se ly , th e y  b e c o m e  a w a re  o f  th e  a c tiv itie s  an d  m a n ip u la tiv e s  n e e d e d  to  be  

b ro u g h t in to  th e  e n v iro n m e n t th a t w ill h e lp  th e  c h ild re n  le a rn  a n d  d is c o v e r  (M o n te s s o r i,  

1912).

T h e  e n v iro n m e n t w a s  o n e  o f  th e  s ig n if ic a n t  a sp e c ts  o f  th e  M o n te s so r i M e th o d . 

O n e  o f  M o n te s s o r i’s f irs t u n d e r ta k in g s  w a s  to  re m o v e  th e  tra d itio n a l d e sk s  in  th e  

c la s s ro o m  an d  p u t  in  c h ild -s iz e d  fu rn itu re  an d  to o ls  (M o n te sso ri, 1912). S h e  o rg a n iz e d  

th e  e n v iro n m e n t so  th a t it  w a s  a ttra c tiv e , s tru c tu re d , an d  o rd e r ly  (G u te k , 2 0 0 5 ).

M o n te s so r i o rg a n iz e d  c h ild re n  w ith in  th e  e n v iro n m e n t a s w e ll . T h is  w a s  so  th a t  

th e  c h ild re n  c o u ld  w o rk  in  m u lti-a g e d  g ro u p s  (T u rn e r , 1992). H e r id e a  w as  to  a llow  

ch ild ren  to  le a rn  from  o n e  a n o th e r .

M on te s so r i w a s  c o n v in c e d  th a t  c h ild re n  w e re  c ap ab le  o f  h ig h  lev e ls  o f  

c o n c en tra tio n  i f  th e y  w e re  tru ly  in te re s ted  in  an  a c tiv ity , idea, o r  co n cep t. S h e  re g a rd e d  

c h ild re n  as c a p a b le  o f  in d e p e n d e n t fu n c tio n in g  w h e n  th ey  a re  g iv e n  m o re  a s s is ta n c e  a t 

th e  b e g in n in g  a n d  s lo w ly  h a v e  th e  a s s is ta n c e  re m o v e d  o n ce  th e y  b e c o m e  m o re  c o m p e te n t  

(G u te k , 20 0 5 ). T h is  w as  p a r t  o f  th e  p ro c e s s  o f  c h ild re n ’s in n a te  a b ility  to  te a c h  

th e m se lv e s . M o n te s so r i b e lie v e d  th a t c h ild re n  w e re  c ap a b le  o f  w o rk in g  to g e th e r  an d  

le a rn in g  fro m  a n d  w ith  e a c h  o th e r  in  a  le a rn in g  c o m m u n ity .

Jea n  P iage t

Jean  P ia g e t  (1 8 9 6  -  1 9 8 0) d e v e lo p e d  a  th e o ry  o f  d e v e lo p m e n t th a t  e m p h a s iz e s  

h o w  c h ild re n  le a rn  th ro u g h  a c tiv e ly  c re a tin g  th e ir  o w n  u n d e rs ta n d in g . E x p e r ie n c e  is 

im p o r ta n t fo r c h i ld re n ’s d e v e lo p m e n t. P ia g e t ’s id e a s  a re  im p o r ta n t w h en  c o n s id e r in g  

d e v e lo p m e n ta lly  a p p ro p r ia te  p ra c tic e s  b e c a u s e  th e y  h elp  to  d e f in e  w h a t th a t d e v e lo p m e n t 

is.
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P ia g e t s tu d ie d  M o n te s s o r i’s m e th o d s  an d  e x p a n d e d  o n  h e r th e o r ie s  o n  w h a t w as  

im p o r ta n t fo r  c h i ld re n ’s c o g n itiv e  d e v e lo p i >ent. H e a g re ed  w ith  M o n te s s o r i’s p o s itio n  

th a t c h ild re n  n e ed ed  p e rso n a l e x p e r ie n c e s  to  d e v e lo p  in te lle c tu a lly . H ow ev e r , h e  d iffe red  

w ith  h e r  in  th a t h e  b e lie v ed  th a t p la y  w a s  im p o r ta n t fo r  le a rn in g  (M oon ey , 2 000 ). P la y  

c an  h e lp  c h ild re n  u n d e rs ta n d  h ow  o b je c ts  and  re la tio n sh ip s  w o rk . T h e  re p e tit io n  and  tr ia l-  

a n d -e r ro r  c h ild re n  em p lo y  d u rin g  p la y  a llow s  th em  to  p ro c e ss  n ew  id e a s  a n d  in fo rm a tio n  

(M oon ey , 2 000 ).

P lay  is  o n e  too l c h ild re n  u se  a s th e y  d ev e lo p  th ro u g h  re c o g n iz a b le  s tag e s . A ll 

c h ild ren  go  th ro u g h  th e  sam e  s tag e s  b u t  a t v a ry in g  ra te s . T h e se  s tag e s  re p re se n t 

q u a lita tiv e  c h a n g e s  in  th e  w ay  c h ild re n  th in k . D u r in g  th e  tim e  c h ild re n  a re  in  

k in d e rg a r te n  a n d  f ir s t g rad e  th e y  a re  u su a lly  in  th e  p re -o p e ra tio n a l o r  c o n c re te  o p e ra tio n a l 

s tag e s . T h e re  a re  sev e ra l c h a ra c te r is tic s  o f  c h ild re n  in  th e  p re -o p e ra tio n a l s tag e . T h ey  a re  

s ti ll  e g o c en tr ic  (M oon ey , 2 0 0 0 ) and  g o v e rn e d  b y  th e ir  p e rc e p tio n s  (E g g an  &  K au ch ak , 

2 0 0 4 ). T h e y  o f te n  b e lie v e  e v en ts  th a t a re  c lo se  in  tim e  o r  sp ace  m u s t b e  re la te d . T h ey  

o f te n  o v e r-g e n e ra liz e  ru le s  a n d  a re  ra p id ly  d ev e lo p in g  la n g u ag e  sk ills  (E g g an  &

K au ch ak , 2 0 0 4 ) .

C h ild re n  in  th e  p re -o p e ra tio n a l s tag e  n eed  to  h a v e  re a l e x p e r ie n c e s  w ith  re a l 

o b je c ts  (M o o n ey , 2 000 ). F ie ld  tr ip s , c la s s  p e ts , o r  m an ip u la t in g  o b je c ts  a re  b e tte r  fo r 

y o u n g  c h ild re n  th a n  o n ly  v iew in g  th em  in  a  b o o k  o r  o n  a  c om p u te r  sc reen .

A s  c h ild re n  g row  in to  th e  c o n c re te  o p e ra tio n a l s tag e , th e y  b e g in  u s in g  lo g ic  fo r  

th e  f irs t tim e . H ow ev e r , th is  lo g ic  o f te n  o n ly  o p e ra te s  w ith in  th e  c o n fin e s  o f  co n c re te  

e x p e r ien c e s . C o n c re te  e x p e r ie n c e s  h e lp  c h ild re n  to  m en ta lly  re p re s e n t  a b s tra c t c o n c ep ts  

a n d  p r in c ip le s  (E g g an  &  K au ch ak , 2 0 0 4 ). A s  th e y  a re  b e g in n in g  to  th in k  a b s tra c tly , th e y
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c an  b e g in  to  u se  s y m b o ls  su ch  a s n u m b e rs  a n d  le tte rs  (M o o n e y , 2 0 0 0 ). T h is  c h a n g e  in  

c o g n itiv e  a b ility  a llo w s  th e m  to  b e g in  to  u n d e rs ta n d  m a th e m a tic s  an d  re a d in g .

Jo h n  D ew ey

T h e  fina l e d u c a to r  u n d e r  c o n s id e ra tio n  is Jo h n  D e w e y  (1 8 5 9  -  195 2). D e w e y  

d e v e lo p e d  a p h ilo s o p h y  o f  e d u c a tio n  th a t fo c u se d  o n  c h ild re n  b u ild in g  c o m m u n ity  as 

th e y  w o rk e d  to g e th e r  to  le a rn  fro m  a n d  w ith  eac h  o th e r. D e w e y  b e lie v e d  th a t  s c h o o l an d  

so c ie ty  a re  so c lo se ly  lin k e d  th a t h e  d e v e lo p e d  h is  la b o ra to ry  sch o o l a s a  m in ia tu re  

d e m o c ra tic  so c ie ty  (G u te k , 2 0 0 5 ).

A cco rd in g  to  D ew ey , d em o c ra tic  p r in c ip le s  w e re  im po r tan t fo r a  tru e  c om m un ity . 

D ew ey  fe lt  te a c h in g  c h ild re n  in  a  d em o c ra tic  w ay  h e lp ed  ch ild ren  to  u n d e rs ta n d  th a t 

e d u c a tio n  is  a  p a r t  o f  life , n o t ju s t  a  p re p a ra t io n  fo r  life . E d u ca tio n  w as  s e e n  a s s tro n g ly  

in te g ra te d  w ith  rea l life  (H a rm s  &  D eP en c ie r , 1996). A  b en e f it to  th e  c om m un ity  

e x p e r ie n c e  fo und  in  D ew e y ’s lab  sch o o l w a s  th a t th e  d em o c ra tic  d e c is io n -m ak in g  p ro c e ss  

u sed  d u r in g  c o o p e ra tiv e  le a rn in g  e x p e r ie n c e s  h e lp ed  c h ild ren  d e v e lo p  th e  s am e  k in d s  o f  

sk ills  th e y  n eed  as a d u lts  (G u te k , 2 005 ).

T ru e  e d u c a tio n  w a s  u n d e rs to o d  to  b e  b a sed  o n  th e  e x p e r ien c e s  o f  th e  le a rn e r  and  

to  p rom o te  in d iv id u a l d e v e lo p m en t th ro u g h  th e  in te lle c tu a l p ro c e ss  o f  p ro b lem  so lv in g . 

C o lla b o ra tiv e  g ro u p s  o f  c h ild re n  w o u ld  w o rk  on  p ro b lem -so lv in g  a c tiv itie s . T h e se  g ro u p  

a c tiv itie s  c o u ld  in v o lv e  th em a tic  u n its , in q u iry  and  d is co v e ry  s tu d ie s , o r  in te g ra te d  

s tu d ie s . T h is  sen se  o f  c om m u n ity  im p ro v ed  le a rn in g  and  le ssen ed  th e  sen se  o f  p e rso n a l 

iso la tio n  (G u tek , 2 005 ). I t a lso  m im ic k e d  th e  a d u lt  w o rld , so  th e  le a rn in g  a c tiv i t ie s  w o u ld  

h e lp  p re p a re  c h ild re n  fo r  th e i r  a d u lt life  a s  w e ll as k e e p in g  th e m  e n g a g e d  in  an  a u th e n tic  

e d u c a tio n a l e x p e r ie n c e  i.G u tek , 2 0 0 5 ) . T h e  e x p e r ie n c e  w a s  an  ac tiv e  le a rn in g  e n d e a v o r
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th a t u se d  th e  c h i ld re n ’s in s tin c ts  and  sk ills  as a  s ta r tin g  p o in t fo r  c o m m u n ity  p ro b le m  

s o lv in g  (H enn ig e r , 2 002 ).

T h e  p r im a ry  fo cu s  o f  D ew ey ’s p h ilo so p h y  w as  to  d e v e lo p  a  d em o c ra tic  

c om m un ity . H e n n ig e r  (2 0 0 2 )  sum m a riz ed  o th e r  k e y  p o in ts  o f  D e w e y ’s ed u ca tio n a l 

p h ilo so p h y . D ew ey  co n s id e red  e d u ca tio n  to  b e  an  in te g ra te d  p a r t  o f  life. E d u ca tio n  

sh o u ld  n o t  be  d is c o n n e c te d  from  th e  rea l w o rld . It is  so  re le v a n t to  th e  rea l w o rld  th a t is 

m u s t  o c c u r  w ith in  a  so c ia l s itu a tio n  b e c a u se  th e  re a l w o rld  is b a se d  o n  so c ia l s itu a tio n s .

A no th e r  im p o r ta n t g o a l o f  e d u ca tio n  is to  e n su re  th a t so c ia l v a lu e s  a re  p re se rv ed . 

T h is  is  o n e  re a so n  th e  d em o c ra tic  p ro c e ss  is so  in te g ra l to  D ew e y ’s p h ilo so p h y . I f  

c h ild re n  a re  im m e rse d  in  d e m o c ra tic  p ro c e s s e s  as c h ild re n , it w ill b e  se c o n d  n a tu re  to  

th e m  w h e n  th e y  b e co m e  ad u lts .

D e v e lo p m e n ta lly  A p p ro p r ia te  P ra c tic e s

T h e  id e a s  o f  th e se  f iv e  p io n e e rs  o f  d e v e lo pm en ta lly  a p p ro p r ia te  p ra c tic e s  a re  

in c o rp o ra te d  in to  th e  p o s it io n  s ta tem en t o f  th e  N A E Y C . T h e  N A E Y C  d e v e lo p e d  its  firs t 

p o s i t io n  s ta tem en t in  1987 , re v is ed  it in  1997 , a n d  had  a fu r th e r  d ra f t re v is io n  in  2007 . 

T h e  1997  p o s itio n  s ta tem en t e x p re ssed  tw e lv e  m a jo r  c om p o n en ts  o f  d e v e lo pm en ta lly  

a p p ro p r ia te  p ra c tic e s  (B re d ek am p  &  C opp le , 1997 ). T h e se  c om p o n en ts  a re :

1. D om a in s  o f  c h i ld re n ’s d e v e lo pm en t p h y s ic a l, so c ia l, em o tio n a l, and  

c o g n it iv e -  a re  c lo se ly  re la te d , d e v e lo pm en t in  o n e  d om a in  in f lu e n c e s  an d  is  in f lu en c ed  by  

d e v e lo pm en t in  o th e r d om a in s .

2. D ev e lo pm en t o c cu rs  in  a  re la tiv e ly  o rd e r ly  s eq u en c e , w ith  la te r  ab ilitie s , sk ills , 

a n d  k n ow le d g e  b u ild in g  on  th o se  a lre ad y  a cq u ired .
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3. D e v e lo p m e n t p ro c e e d s  a t v a ry in g  ra te s  fro m  c h ild  to  c h ild  a s w e ll  a s  u n e v e n ly  

w ith in  d iffe re n t a re a s  o f  e a c h  c h i ld ’s fu n c tio n in g .

4. E a r ly  e x p e r ie n c e s  h a v e  b o th  c u m u la tiv e  an d  d e la y ed  e ffe c ts  o n  in d iv id u a l 

c h ild re n ’s d e v e lo p m e n t . O p tim a l p e r io d s  e x is t fo r  c e r ta in  ty p e s  o f  d e v e lo p m e n t an d  

lea rn in g .

5. D e v e lo p m e n t p ro c e e d s  in  p re d ic ta b le  d ire c tio n s  to w a rd  g re a te r  c o m p le x ity , 

o rg a n iz a tio n , a n d  in te rn a liz a tio n .

6. D e v e lo p m e n t an d  le a rn in g  o c c u r  in  an d  a re  in flu en c ed  b y  m u ltip le  so c ia l a n d  

c u ltu ra l co n tex ts .

7. C h ild re n  a re  a c tiv e  le a rn e rs , d ra w in g  o n  d ire c t p h y s ic a l a n d  so c ia l e x p e r ie n c e  

a s w e ll  a s c u ltu ra lly  tra n s m itte d  k n o w le d g e  to  c o n s tru c t th e ir  o w n  u n d e rs ta n d in g s  o f  th e  

w o r ld  a ro u n d  th e m .

8. D e v e lo p m e n t a n d  le a rn in g  re s u lt  fro m  in te ra c tio n  o f  b io lo g ic a l m a tu ra tio n  a n d  

th e  e n v iro n m e n t, w h ic h  in c lu d e s  b o th  th e  p h y s ic a l and  socia l w o rld s  th a t c h ild re n  liv e  in .

9. P la y  is  a n  im p o r ta n t v e h ic le  fo r  c h i ld re n ’s so c ia l, e m o tio n a l, a n d  c o g n itiv e  

d e v e lo p m e n t, a s w e ll  a s  a  re f le c tio n  o f  th e ir  d e v e lo p m e n t.

10. D e v e lo p m e n t a d v a n c e s  w h e n  c h ild re n  h a v e  o p p o r tu n itie s  to  p ra c tic e  n e w ly -  

a c q u ire d  sk ills  a s  w e ll as w h e n  th e y  e x p e r ie n c e  a  c h a lle n g e  ju s t  b e y o n d  th e  le v e l o f  th e ir  

p re s e n t m a s te ry .

11. C h ild re n  d e m o n s tra te  d if fe re n t m o d e s  o f  k n o w in g  an d  le a rn in g  and  d if fe re n t 

w a y s  o f  re p re se n tin g  w h a t th e y  k n o w .

12. C h ild re n  d e v e lo p  a n d  le a rn  b e s t  in  th e  c o n te x t o f  a  c o m m u n ity  w h e re  th e y  a re  

sa fe  a n d  v a lu e d , th e ir  p h y s ic a l n e e d s  a re  m e t, an d  th e y  fee l p s y c h o lo g ic a lly  se cu re .
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C o n c lu s io n

T h is  re v ie w  o f  lite ra tu re  h a s  h ad  tw o  m a in  p u rp o se s . T h e  firs t p u rp o se  w a s  to  g iv e  

a  h is to r ic a l o v e rv ie w  o f  th re e  la b o ra to ry  s c h o o ls  th a t a re  in te g ra l to  th e  s tu d y  o f  th e  ea r ly  

c h ild h o o d  p ro g ra m  a t M S U  L a b o ra to ry  S c h o o l. T h e  firs t la b o ra to ry  sch o o l, th e  

U n iv e rs ity  o f  C h ic a g o  L a b o ra to ry  S c h o o l, fo u n d e d  b y  Jo h n  D e w e y , is th e  a rc h e ty p e . T h e  

U E S  a t U C L A  w as  a lso  d e sc rib ed  b e c a u se  M S U  u se d  it a s a  m o d e l fo r its  in d iv id u a liz e d  

in s tru c tio n  p ro g ra m . T h e  M S U  p ro g ra m  w a s  s tro n g ly  in f lu e n c e d  b y  w h a t w a s  b e in g  d o n e  

a t U E S . F in a lly , a  b r ie f  d e sc r ip tio n  o f  th e  M S U  L a b  S ch o o l p ro g ra m  w as  g iv en . T h is  

g iv e s  p e rsp e c tiv e  on  w h a t th e  e d u c a tio n a l a tm o s p h e re  w a s  lik e  fo r  th e  k in d e rg a r te n  and  

f irs t g ra d e  p ro g ra m s  a t M S U  L ab  S c h o o l.

T h e  se c o n d  p u rp o se  w as  to  d e sc r ib e  th e  p h ilo s o p h ic a l ro o ts  o f  d e v e lo p m e n ta lly  

a p p ro p r ia te  p ra c tic e s  an d  f iv e  e d u c a to rs  w h o  in f lu e n c e d  e a r ly  c h ild h o o d  e d u c a tio n . T h e  

e d u c a to rs  w e re  c h o se n  b e ca u se  th e y  w e re  in n o v a to rs  in  th e  f ie ld s  o f  e a r ly  c h ild h o o d  

e d u c a tio n  an d  e d u c a tio n  in g en e ra l. T h e  n u m b e r  w as  p u rp o s e fu lly  k e p t sm all to  h e lp  

fo c u s  on  th e  d e sc r ip to rs  o f  d e v e lo p m e n ta lly  a p p ro p r ia te  p ra c tic e s  lis te d  by  B re d e k a m p  

a n d  C o p p le .

P e s ta lo z z i w as  o n e  o f  th e  f ir s t e d u c a to rs  to  e m p h a s iz e  te a c n in g  c h ild re n  ra th e r 

th a n  te a c h in g  th e  c u rr ic u lu m . T h is  is  o n e  o f  th e  p r im a ry  fo c u s e s  o f  d e v e lo p m e n ta lly  

a p p ro p r ia te  p ra c tic e s . F ro eb e l w as  a  s tu d e n t o f  P e s ta lo z z i. A s  th e  “ fa th e r o f  

k in d e rg a r te n ,” F ro eb e l had  a  d e ep  re s p e c t  fo r  th e  d ig n ity  o f  y o u n g  ch ild ren  a s w e ll  as a 

s tro n g  sen se  o f  h ow  im po r tan t p la y  w a s  in  c h ild  d e v e lo pm en t. M on te sso r i lo o k ed  at 

e d u c a tin g  c h ild ren  from  a  s c ie n tif ic  p o in t  o f  v iew . S h e  w a n te d  to  m e e t th e  n e e d s  o f  th e  

w h o le  ch ild . S h e  w a s  o n e  o f  th e  f ir s t  e d u c a to rs  to  m a k e  su re  th a t  th e  e n v iro n m e n t w as

28



a d ju s te d  to  m a k e  it e a s ie r  fo r  c h ild re n  to  learn . P ia g e t d e sc r ib e d  th e  v a r io u s  c o g n itiv e  

d e v e lo p m e n ta l s ta g e s  c h ild re n  m o v e  th ro u g h  as th e y  g ro w . H is  ca re fu l o b se rv a tio n s  on  

c h ild re n ’s b e h av io r  a llow  te a c h e rs  to  c re a te  e n v iro nm en ts  and  a c tiv itie s  th a t im p ro v e  

c h ild re n ’s le a rn in g . D ew ey  d e v e lo p e d  a  p h ilo so p h y  o f  c h ild -c en te re d  d em o c ra tic  so c ie ty . 

D ew ey  d id  n o t see  e d u c a tio n  a s a  p re p a ra t io n  fo r life  bu t a  t im e  w h en  c h ild re n  w e re  

c ap ab le  o f  d e f in in g  and  so lv in g  a u th en tic  p ro b lem s  to  h e lp  th em  le arn  th e  sk ills  th ey  w ill 

n e ed  w h en  th e y  a re  a d u lts . S c h o o l w a s  so c ie ty  in  m in ia tu re .

T h e  v a r ie ty  o f  in fo rm a tio n  in  th is  re v ie w  o f  li te ra tu re  is b ro a d  e n o u g h  to  g iv e  th e  

re a d e r  a  s u f f ic ie n t  o v e rv ie w  o f  th e  h is to ry  an d  p h ilo so p h y  o f  la b o ra to ry  s c h o o ls  an d  

d e v e lo p m e n ta lly  a p p ro p r ia te  p ra c tic e s . T h is  a llo w s  th e  d e sc r ip tio n  o f  th e  M S U  L ab  

S ch o o l k in d e rg a r te n  an d  firs t g ra d e  p ro g ra m s  to  f i t  in to  a  h is to r ic a l c o n tex t.
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C H A P T E R  T H R E E

M E T H O D O L O G Y

S ev e ra l w rite rs  o ffe r  in s ig h t in to  th e  m e th o d o lo g y  o f  h is to r ic a l re se a rc h . T h re e  

d if fe re n t m e th o d o lo g ie s  w ill b e  d e sc r ib e d , an d  th e n  a  sy n th e s is  w ill b e  d e v e lo p e d  th a t 

w ill be  u sed  fo r  th e  c u rre n t s tu d y .

H e lle r  an d  W ilso n  (1 9 9 2 )  re c om m en d  th e  m o s t d e ta i le d  o f  th e  th re e  

m e th o d o lo g ie s . A cco rd in g  to  th em  h is to r ic a l re s e a rc h  sh o u ld  h av e  th e se  n in e  e lem en ts : 

(a) title , (b )  s ta tem en t o f  th e  p ro b lem , (c) s ta tem e n t o f  re se a rc h  q u e s ti r - .s ,  (d ) th e  

s ig n if ic a n ce  o f  th e  s tu dy , (e) re la te d  lite ra tu re , (f) so u rc e s  (p r im a ry  a nd  seco n d a ry ) ,

(g ) c r it ic ism  o f  so u rc e s , (h )  th e  n a rra tiv e , and  (i) a  b ib lio g rap h y .

T h e  m e th o d o lo g y  d e v e lo p e d  by  S ta n k ie w ic z  (1 9 9 7 )  te le sc o p e s  th e  p ro c e s s  in to  

th re e  s te p s . F irs t, th e  re s e a rc h e r  m u s t se le c t to p ic . S e c o n d , th e  re s e a rc h e r  m u s t co m p ile  

fa c ts  fro m  p rim a ry  an d  s e c o n d a ry  so u rc e s  b y  re a d in g , in te rv ie w in g , an d  d o c u m e n tin g  

a rtifa c ts . T h e  re se a rc h e r  m u s t e s ta b lis h  th e  a u th e n t ic i ty  a n d  c re d ib ili ty  o f  so u rc e s  a s w e ll  

a s p re p a re  c h ro n o lo g ie s . T h ird , th e  re s e a rc h e r  w ill w rite  th e  n a rra tiv e s  a s a  m e a n in g fu l 

s to ry  th a t  in te rp re ts  th e  fac ts .

S a n so n e , M o rf, an d  P a n te r  (2 0 0 4 ) d e sc r ib e  th e ir  m e th o d o lo g y  b y  a sk in g  e ig h t 

q u e s tio n s , (a) W h a t rea l w o rld  e v e n ts  in te re s t u s?  (b ) W h a t a re  th e  re se a rc h  q u e s tio n s?
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(c ) T o  w h ic h  p e o p le  d o  th e  q u e s tio n s  a p p ly ?  (d ) W h a t m e th o d o lo g y  w ill b e  u se d  to  g a th e r  

d a ta ?  (e ) W h a t c o n c lu s io n  c a n  o r c a n n o t be  d ra w n  fro m  th e  q u e s tio n s?  (f) Is  th e  o rig in a l 

e v e n t b e tte r  u n d e rs to o d ?  (g ) W h a t a re  th e  n e x t s tep s?  (h ) A re  th e re  n ew  s tu d ie s?

D esig n

A ll th re e  m e th o d lo g ie s  w ill be sy n th e s iz ed  in  o rd e r  to  fo rm u la te  a  n ew  

m e th o d o lo g y  fo r  u se  w ith  th is  s tu dy . C en tra l to  th e  s tu dy  o f  h is to ry  is  th e  a c t o f  

q u e s tio n in g . T h is  s e r ie s  o f  q u e s tio n s  w ill p a ra lle l th e  c h ap te r  s tru c tu re  o f  th e  s tu dy . T h is  

w ill b e  th e  b a s is  fo r  d e sc r ib in g  th e  m e th o d o lo g y .

1. W ha t re a l w o r ld  e v e n t  is in te re s t in g ?

T he  re s e a rc h e r  w ill s e le c t a  to p ic , re v iew  re la ted  lite ra tu re , and  f in a lly , d e sc r ib e  

th e  re s e a rc h  p ro b lem .

2. W ha t re s e a rc h  q u e s tio n s  w ill b e  a sk ed ?

T he  re s e a rc h e r  w ill d e v e lo p  q u e s tio n s  to  b e  a n sw e red  by  th e  re se a rch . O ne  

im po r tan t q u e s tio n  th a t m u s t a lw ay s  b e  in c lu d ed  in  th is  s tep  is  to  c la r ify  th e  

s ig n if ic a n c e  o f  th e  s tu dy .

3. W ha t m e th o d o lo g y  w ill b e  u sed  to  g a th e r  th e  d a ta?

T he  re s e a rc h e r  m u s t d e te rm in e  w h ich  p rim a ry  and  s e co n d a ry  so u rc e s  w ill be  

a c c ep tab le . T h e  re s e a rc h e r  w ill d e c id e  h ow  to  d eal w ith  m is s in g  a n d / o r 

c o n f lic tin g  d a ta . D a ta  from  p rim a ry  and  s e co n d a ry  so u rc e s  w ill b e  c o lle c te d  by  

re ad in g , in te rv iew in g  so u rc e s , a n d  d o cum en tin g  a rtifa c ts .

4. H ow  w ill th e  so u rc e s  b e  e v a lu a te d ?

T he  re s e a rc h  w ill h a v e  to  e s ta b lis h  th e  a u th en tic ity  and  c re d ib ili ty  o f  th e  so u rc e s . 

T h e  r e s e a rc h e r  w ill c h o o se  th e  fa c ts  th a t  w ill a c c u ra te ly  d e sc r ib e  th e  e v e n ts  and
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th e n  b e g in  to  p re p a re  c h ro n o lo g ie s . T o o ls  su c h  vs a  t im e lin e  o r  c h a r ts  m a y  b e  

used .

5. Is th e  o r ig in a l e v e n t b e tte r  u n d e rs to o d ?

T h e  re s e a rc h e r  w ill w r ite  th e  n a rra tiv e  as a  m e a n in g fu l s to ry  w h ic h  w ill in te rp re t 

th e  fac ts . T he  resea ! '.her w ill d e te rm in e  w h a t c o n c lu s io n s  can  o r c an n o t b e  d ra w n  

fo rm  th e  re se a rc h  q u e s tio n s  th ro u g h  th e  in te ip re ta t io n  o f  th e  fac ts .

6. W h a t a re  th e  n e x t s te p s?  A re  th e re  n ew  is su e s?

A t th is  p o in t in  th e  p ro c e ss  th e  re s e a rc h e r  w ill lo ok  fo r  n ew  is su e s  o r s tu d ie s  th a t 

c an  b e  a ttem p ted  o r  h ow  th e  p re s e n t  re se a rc h  c o u ld  b e  exp and ed .

T h is  m e th o d o lo g y  w ill h e lp  th e  re s e a rc h e r  to  fo c u s  on  th e  m a in  is su e s  o f  th e  re se a rch  

p ro ce ss .

H is to ric a l re se a rch  fo cu se s  on  th re e  m a in  is su e s  (F e lt , 1976). T h e  re se a rc h e r  

n e ed s  to  ch o o se  b e tw een  c o n f lic tin g  in fo rm a tio n  from  d if fe re n t so u rc e s , d e te rm in e  w h a t 

p ro b ab ly  h ap p en ed , and  th e n  ex p la in  p o s s ib le  c au se s  o f  th e  e v en ts . R e se a rch  b eg in s  w ith  

th e  c o lle c tio n , e x am in a tio n , and  in te rp re ta tio n  o f  p r im a ry  an d  s e co n d a ry  so u rc e s  (V e rs ,

1996 ). P r im a ry  re so u rc e s  w ill in c lu d e  a rc h iv a l m a te r ia ls  su ch  a s  schoo l d o cum en ts , 

p e rso n a l d o c um en ts , and  in te rv iew s . S e c o n d a ry  re so u rc e s  m a y  in c lu d e  re la te d  jo u rn a l  

a r tic le s , b io g ra p h ic  sk e tc h e s , o r  se c o n d -h a n d  a c c o u n ts  b y  q u a lif ie d  so u rc e s  w h e n  p r im a ry  

so u rc e s  c a n n o t b e  fo u n d .

T h e  d a ta  w ill b e  o rg a n iz e d  a n d  a n a ly z e d  u s in g  q u a li ta t iv e  d a ta  a n a ly s is  d u r in g  an d  

a f te r  it  is  c o lle c te d . T h e  re s e a rc h e r  w ill d is c a rd  u n n e e d e d  in fo rm a tio n  an d  d e sc rib e  in  

d e ta il th e  a n e c d o te s  th a t b e s t  e x e m p lify  th e  is su e  u n d e r  d is c u s s io n  (B re s le r  &  S tro k e ,

1992). T h is  th ic k  d e sc r ip tio n  is  ty p ic a l o f  q u a lita tiv e  re s e a rc h  (C ro w e ll, 199 8 ; F ra n k lin  &
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B allan , 2 0 0 1 ). C o n te n t  a n a ly s is  w iil in c lu d e  p u ttin g  d a ta  in to  c a te g o rie s  an d  

su b c a te g o rie s  to f in d  p a tte rn s  (T h o m lin so n , 2 0 0 4 ). C a te g o rie s  an d  su b c a te g o r ie s  a re  

c o n s id e re d  sa tu ra te d  a l te r  m o re  th a n  th re e  e x a m p le s  (S to c k ro c k i, 1997). A s th e  re s e a rc h  

is co d ed , in fo rm a l p a tte rn s  a n d  em e rg in g  c o n cep ts  w ill b e com e  e v id en t (S to c k ro c k i, 

1997). T h e se  p a tte rn s  a n d  c o n c e p ts  w ill be  th e  b a s is  o f  th e  n a rra tiv e  u sed  to  s u p p o r t  o r 

u n d e rm in e  th e  h y p o th e s is .

P a tte rn s  a re  e sse n tia l  fo r  h is to r ic a l re se a rc h  (B a rz u n  &  G ra ff , 199 2). P a tte rn s  h e lp  

o n e  to  o rg a n iz e  an d  u n d e rs ta n d  in fo rm a tio n . A s th e  re s e a rc h e r  so rts  th e  d a ta , e v id e n c e  is 

c h o sen  th a t  w ill h e lp  d e v e lo p  a  b e tte r  u n d e rs ta n d in g  o f  th e  ev en ts .

P a tte rn  m ak in g  is so r tin g  and  s e le c tin g  fac ts . F a c ts  do  n o t o rg a n iz e  th em se lv e s  

(B a rzu n  &  G ra ff , 1992). T h e  fa c ts  a re  c h o se n  th a t a g ree  w ith  th e  e v id en c e  an d  th e n  

o rg an iz ed  so  th a t  th e  re a d e r  c an  u n d e rs ta n d  h ow  th e y  a re  re la ted  to  e a ch  o th e r  a n d  w h y  

th ey  a re  s ig n if ic a n t (B a rz u n  &  G ra ff , 1992 ). T he  re s e a rc h e r  w ill u se  and  e v a lu a te  fa c ts  

fo r th e ir  a p p ro p r ia te n e s s , a ttem p tin g  to  f in d  u se fu l g en e ra liz a tio n s  (B ra "  M l  &  V a rk a s , 

2 0 0 1 ) .

D ep en d ab ili ty , C red ib ility , and  B ia s

D ep en d ab ili ty , c re d ib ili ty , and  b ia s  are  th e  n ex t is su e s  to  b e  d is c u s s e d  a s  p a r t  o f  

th e  m e th o d o lo g y . T h e  te rm in o lo g y  fo r h is to r ic a l re se a rc h  is  d if fe re n t from  q u a n ti ta t iv e  

re sea rch . H is to r ic a l re s e a rc h  c o n s id e rs  d e p en d ab ili ty  ra th e r  th a n  re lia b ili ty . C re d ib il i ty  

and  b ia s  a re  c o n s id e ra tio n s  fo r  h is to r ic a l re se a rch  ra th e r  th a n  v a lid ity  th a t is  a n  is su e  fo r  

q u a lita tiv e  re se a rc h . H ow  th e  re s e a rc h e r  m an ag e s  th e se  is su e s  is im p o r ta n t to  

m e th o d o lo g y  o f  th e  s tu dy .
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R e lia b ility  is  o f te n  re fe r re d  to  a s  d e p e n d a b il i ty  in  q u a lita tiv e  re se a rc h  b e c a u s e  its  

d e f in itio n  and  p u rp o se  d iffe r  s lig h tly  fro m  q u a n ti ta t iv e  re lia b ili ty  (F ra n k lin  &  B a lla n , 

2 0 0 1 ). F ra n k lin  and  B a llan  d e f in e  d e p e n d a b ili ty  a s  th e  " a t te m p t to  a cc o u n t fo r  c h a n g in g  

c o n d itio n s  in th e ir  o b s e rv a tio n s  a s w e ll  a s  c h a n g e s  in  th e  d e s ig n  th a t o c c u rs  o n c e  th e y  a re  

c o lle c tin g  d a ta  in  th e  f ie ld ’' (p . 2 74 ). M ile s  an d  H ub e rm an  (1 9 9 4 )  g ive  c r ite r ia  fo r 

e n su r in g  d ep en d ab ility :

1. C le a r  re se a rch  q u e s tio n

2. C le a r  e x p lan a tio n  o f  th e  r e s e a rc h e r ’s ro le  a n d  s ta tu s  w ith in  th e  s ite

3. F in d in g s  m ean in g fu l in  re sp e c t to  th e ir  so u rc e s

4. A p p ro p ria te  d a ta  c o lle c tio n

5. In su ra n ce  th a t d a ta  a n d  c o d in g  a re  c h e c k e d  fo r  q u a lity

T h e  re se a rc h e r  sh o u ld  c o n tin u e  to  re v ie w  th e se  e le m e n ts  o f  th e  m e th o d o lo g y  to  e n su re  

th a t  th e  re se a rc h  re m a in s  d e p e n d a b le . F in d in g  e n o u g h  d a ta  fo r  th e  s tu d y  c o u ld  b e  a  

p ro b le m  b e c a u se  th e  n u m b e r  o f  so u rc e s  is  sm all. W ritte n  re c o rd s  w ill be  th e  m a in  

so u rc e s  u sed . In te rv ie w s  o f  s ta f f  m e m b e rs  w ill b e  u s e d  to  fill in  m iss in g  d a ta  o r  c la r ify  

th e  w r itte n  reco rd . T h e  u se  o f  w r itte n  re c o rd s  sh o u ld  h e lp  im p ro v e  th e  d e p e n d a b ili ty  o f  

th e  da ta .

V a lid ity  is  a lso  a n  is su e  in  q u a li ta t iv e  re se a rc h ; h o w e v e r , in  h is to r ic a l re s e a rc h  it 

is o f te n  re fe rre d  to  as c re d ib ili ty  (F ra n k lin  &  B a llan , 2 0 0 1 ). C re d ib ility  is c o n c e rn e d  w ith  

th e  a u th e n tic ity  o f  th e  re se a rc h  f in d in g s . T h e  p ro c e s s  o f  tr ia n g u la tin g  d a ta  a n d  o rg a n iz in g  

c h ro n o lo g ie s  h e lp s  to  d e te rm in e  w h e th e r  th e  d a ta  a re  c re d ib le . T r ia n g u la tin g  d a ta  w ill 

in c lu d e  u s in g  m u ltip le  so u rc e s  to  d e te rm in e  i f  th e  d a ta  is c re d ib le  e n o u g h  to  in c lu d e  in  

th e  s tu d y . D a ta  th a t  is n o t c re d ib le  w ill n o t b e  in c lu d e d  in  th e  stu dy .
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B ia s  is a  m a jo r  c o n c e rn  w h e n  c o n fro n tin g  th e  c re d ib ili ty  o f  re se a rc h . B a rz u n  a n d  

G r a f f  (1 9 9 2 ) d e f in e  b ia s  a s u n c o n tro lle d  in te re s t. B ia s  is  an  is su e  b e c a u se  it a ffe c ts  

c o g n itio n  an d  m e m o ry  (F ra n k lin  &  B a lla n , 2 0 0 1 ). R e s e a rc h e r  b ia s  w ill b e  a  s e r io u s  

c o n s id e ra tio n  d u r in g  th is  re se a rc h  s in ce  th e  re s e a rc h e r  h a s  a  re la tio n s h ip  to  th e  fo rm e r  

d ire c to r . In fo rm a tio n  fro m  th e  d ire c to r  w ill be  tr ia n g u la te d  a n d  c a re fu lly  c o rro b o ra te d  

b e fo re  it is  in c lu d e d  in th e  s tu d y . R e fe re n tia l a d e q u a c y  w ill a lso  b e  c o n s id e re d  w h e n  

d e a lin g  w ith  in fo rm a tio n  fro m  th e  d ire c to r  to  h e lp  le sse n  an y  b ia s . B ia s  c a n  b e  le s se n e d  

by  u s in g  s tru c tu ra l c o rro b o ra tio n  a n d  re fe re n tia l a d e q u a c y . S tru c tu ra l c o r ro b o ra tio n , o r  

tr ia n g u la tio n , le s s e n s  th e  e f fe c ts  o f  b ia s. T h is  is  c ro s s -c h e c k in g  o f  so u rc e s  o f  d a ta  an d  

in fo rm a tio n  w ith  o n e  a n o th e r  to  sea rc h  fo r  a g re e m e n t o r  th e  a b se n c e  o f  a g re e m e n t 

(F ra n k lin  &  B a lla n , 2 0 0 1 ). R e fe re n tia l a d e q u a c y  is u s in g  th e  d a ta  an d  f in d in g s  to  fin d  

fe a tu re s  th a t m ig h t n o t b e  see n  w ith o u t th e  re se a rc h . T o  d o  th is , o p p o s in g  d a ta  a s  w e ll as 

c o rro b o ra tin g  d a ta  w ill b e  so u g h t.

B ia s  is a  p a r t ic u la r  c o n c e rn  th is  s tu d y  b e c a u s e  th e  re s e a rc h e r  is  an  a lu m n u s  o f  th e  

sc h o o l, is o n  fr ie n d ly  te rm s  w ith  a ll o f  th e  p a r tic ip a n ts , an d  is re la te d  to  th e  fo rm e r  

d ire c to r  o f  th e  sch o o l. P a r t ic u la r  c a re  w ill n e e d  to  ta k e n  to  le sse n  a n y  b ia s , e sp e c ia l ly  in  

re s p e c t to  a n y  in fo rm a tio n  f ro m  th e  fo rm e r d ire c to r  o f  th e  sch o o l. A ll s ta tem en ts  from  

th e  d ire c to r  w ill b e  c om p a red  to  s ta tem en ts  o f  o th e r  p a r tic ip a n ts  a s  w e ll as th e  w r itte n  

re co rd  in  o rd e r  to  le ssen  th e  e f fe c t  o f  a n y  b ia s.

A n o th e r  ty p e  o f  b ia s  to  b e  c o n s id e red  is  c o n s is te n cy  b ia s . C o n s is te n c y  b ia s  

h a p p en s  w h en  th e  in d iv id u a l re p la c e s  p a s t fe e lin g s  c o n c e rn in g  an  e v e n t w ith  p re s en t 

fe e lin g s  (F ra n k lin  &  B a llan , 2 0 0 1 ). T h e  re s e a rc n e r  w ill n e ed  to  b e  aw a re  th a t  th e  

p a r t ic ip a n ts  th a t  w ill b e  in te rv iew ed  a re  fo rm e r  s ta f f  a n d  a dm in is tra tio n . T h e y  m ay
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ro m a n tic iz e  th e  e v e n ts  b e c a u s e  o f  th e  tim e  sp a n  a n d  th e  c irc u m s ta n c e s  su rro u n d in g  th e  

c lo su re  o f  th e  sch o o l. T r ia n g u la tio n  and  re fe re n tia l  a d e q u a c y  w ill b e  u sed  to  le s se n  th is  

k in d  o f  b ia s  as w e ll .

C o n c lu s io n

S tu d y in g  th e  h is to ry  o f  th e  k in d e rg a r te n  a n d  f ir s t  g ra d e  p ro g ra m s  a t th e  M in o t 

S ta te  U n iv e rs ity  L a b o ra to ry  S c h o o l w ill n e ed  a  re s e a rc h  m e th o d o lo g y  th a t e n su re s  th a t 

h is to ry  is re c o rd e d  a n d  in te rp re te d  in  a  w a y  th a t  w ill p e rm it th e  re se a rc h e r  to  b e g in  to  

u n d e rs ta n d  th e  e v e n ts  o f  th e  p a s t. T h e  s tu d y  a lso  a d d re s s e s  th e  h y p o th e s is  th a t th e  

k in d e rg a r te n  an d  f ir s t  g ra d e  p ro g ra m s  w e re  e x p e r im e n tin g  w ith  d e v e lo p m e n ta lly  

a p p ro p ria te  p ra c tic e s . T h e  p ro c e d u re  o u tlin e d  in  th is  c h a p te r  w ill b e  u sed  to  m e e t th is  

re se a rc h  go a l.
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C H A P T E R  FO U R

N A R R A T IV E

P h ilo so p h y

T h e  M in o t S ta te  U n iv e rs ity  L a b o ra to ry  S ch o o l e x p re sse d  its m is s io n  th ro u g h  tw o  

p ie c e s  o f  d is c o u rse : a  tra d itio n a l p h ilo s o p h y  s ta te m e n t an d  a n  e x p la n a tio n  o f  its  

e d u c a tio n a l c o m m itm e n ts . T h e  s c h o o l’s s ta te m e n t o n  its  e d u c a tio n a l c o m m itm e n ts  a n d  its  

p h ilo s o p h y  d e sc r ib e d  h o w  th e  s c h o o l’s s ta k e h o ld e rs  v ie w e d  c h ild re n , le a rn in g , a n d  

te a c h in g . T h e  s c h o o l h ad  a  p h ilo s o p h y  b a se d  on  th re e  m a jo r  c o m p o n e n ts : c o o p e ra tio n  as 

th e  b a s is  o f  le a rn in g , m u lti-a g e  g ro u p in g s , an d  p a re n t in v o lv e m e n t. T h e se  th re e  

c o m p o n e n ts  w e re  s u p p o r te d  b y  fo u r  e d u c a tio n a l c o m m itm e n ts  to  in te lle c tu a l, p e rs o n a l, 

s o c ia l, a n d  p h y s ic a l d e v e lo p m e n t. T h e  p h ilo so p h y  s ta te m e n t an d  its  e d u c a tio n a l 

c o m m itm e n ts  h e lp e d  d e f in e  th e  in d iv id u a liz e d  in s tru c tio n  p ro g ra m  a t th e  M S U  L ab  

S c h o o l.

Coopera tion

T h e  p re m is e  th a t “ su rv iv a l, a s w e ll  a s p e rso n a l an d  e c o n o m ic  su c c e ss , is  b e s t 

a c h ie v e d  th ro u g h  c o o p e ra tio n ” w a s  o n e  o f  th e  h a llm a rk s  o f  th e  M S U  L a b  S c h o o l 

p ro g ra m  an d  w a s  m e n tio n e d  in  e v e ry  y e a r ly  s ta te m e n t re g a rd in g  th e  s c h o o l’s p h ilo s o p h y  

(M S C  C a m p u s  L a b o ra to ry  S c h o o l, 19 7 3 ; C u rr ic u lu m  T h e m e s , 19 74 - 197 5 ; C u rr ic u lu m  

O v e rv ie w , 1 9 7 5 -1 9 7 6  [and  c o n tin u in g  y e a r ly  u n til 1 9 7 9 -1 9 8 0 ] , u n p u b lis h e d  d o c u m e n ts ) . 

T h is  m e a n t th a t  le a rn in g  w a s  a  c o m m u n ity  e v e n t a n d  th a t le a rn in g  w a s  n o t j u s t  fo r  s e l f
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d e v e lo p m e n t b u t tha t it w a s  a b e n e f it  fo r  b o th  s e l f  an d  o th e rs . D u rin g  a  c o n v e rsa tio n  w ith  

th e  d ire c to r  o f  th e  M 5 U  L a b  S c h o o l. Jo se p h  W a x , E d .D ., m e n tio n e d  th a t th e  id ea  o f  

c o o p e ra tio n  in e d u c a tio n  w as  n e w  at th e  tim e ; m a n y  o f  h is  c o lle a g u e s  fe lt th a t 

c o m p e titio n  w as  th e  d r iv in g  fo rc e  b e h in d  th e  le a rn in g  p ro c e ss  (.1. W ax , p e rso n a l 

c o m m u n ic a tio n  Ju ly  27 . 2 0 0 7 ). W ax  fu r th e r  e x p la in e d  th is  p o in t o f  v ie w  in  an  a rtic le  

e n title d  “ C o m p e titio n : E d u c a tio n a l In c o n g ru ity .”  (1 9 7 5 )  T h e  p re m ise  o f  th is  a r tic le  w a s  

th a t, e sse n tia lly , e d u c a tio n  is a b o u t u s an d  n o t m e . W h en  w e  te ac h  th ro u g h  c o m p e titio n , 

o u r  s tu d e n ts  le arn  to  c o m p e te  an d  b e g in  to  tre a t o th e rs  a s u n im p o r ta n t an d  p o s s ib ly  as a  

th re a t.

T h e re  w e re  a  v a r ie ty  o f  m e th o d s  th a t su p p o r te d  th is  p h ilo so p h y  o f  c o o p e ra tio n . 

T h e  M S U  L ab  S ch o o l re p la c e d  tra d itio n a l le tte r  g ra d e s  w ith  n a rra tiv e  re p o rt c ard s. 

N a rra tiv e  re p o rt c a rd s  w e re  w r itte n  lo n g h a n d  b y  th e  te a c h e rs  an d  d id  n o t u se  a n y  k in d  o f  

le tte r  g ra d e s  o r  p e rc e n ta g e s . T h is  p re v e n te d  c o m p a r iso n  an d  c o m p e titio n  fo r g ra d e s . 

A no th e r  c h an g e  w as  th a t d e sk s  w e re  rem o v ed  from  th e  c la s s ro om s ; s tu d en ts  w o rk ed  

to g e th e r  in  sm a ll g ro u p s  a t ta b le s  and  c en te rs . T h e  m in i- lab s  a lso  en co u rag ed  c o o p e ra tio n  

b e c a u se  th e  c h ild ren  w o rk ed  in  sm a ll, m u lti-a g e d  g ro u p s . M in i- la b s  w e re  w e ek ly  le a rn in g  

se s s io n s  th a t w e re  s ta r te d  as an  o p p o r tu n i ty  to  te a c h  ch ild ren  a b o u t to p ic s  o f  sp ec ia l 

in te re s t. A s  th e  m in i- lab s  e v o lv ed , th e  to p ic s  c en te re d  on  s c ien ce  o r so cia l s tu d ie s  

c o n ten t. T he  s tu d en ts  w o rk ed  on  p ro je c ts  c o o p e ra tiv e ly .

Fam ily  G roups

A cco rd in g  to  d o cum en ts  from  th e  M S U  L a b  S c h o o l, th e  f ir s t e x p e r ie n c e  a ll 

p e o p le  h a v e  w ith  c o m m u n ity  is  a s  a  m e m b e r  o f  a  fa m ily  (C u rr ic u lu m  T h e m e s  1 9 7 4 -1 9 7 5 , 

P a re n t S tu d e n t H and b o o k , 1 9 8 4 -1 9 8 5 ; U n p u b lish e d  d o cum en ts ) . T h e  M S U  L a b  S c h o o l
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u se d  c o m m u n ity  an d  c iv iliz a t io n  as th e  b asis  w h e n  th e y  o rg a n iz e d  th e ir  c la s s ro o m s  

(C u rr ic u lu m  T h e m e s  1 9 7 4 -1 9 7 5 , u n p u b lish e d  d o c u m e n t) . T h e  legal p re c e d e n c e  o f  “ in  

lo c u s  p a re n tis "  w a s  seen  a s a le g itim a te  te a c h in g / le a rn in g  s tru c tu re  (P a re n t S tu d e n t 

H an d b o o k , 1 9 8 4 -1 9 85 , u n p u b lish e d  d o cum en t) . D u rin g  th e  1974  -1975  sch o o l y e a r 

m u lti-a g e  g ro u p in g s , c a lle d  fam ily  g ro u p s , w e re  b e in g  im p lem en te d  in  g ra d e s  th re e  

th ro u g h  s ix  and  a ttem p ted  to  a le s se r  d eg re e  in  f ir s t  and  s eco n d  g rad e  a s  w e ll  a s in 

k in d e rg a r te n  a nd  sp ec ia l e d u c a tio n  (C u rr icu lum  T h em e s  1 974 -1 975 , u n p u b lish e d  

d o cum en t) . M u lti-a g e  g ro u p in g s  had  b een  tr ied  in  th e  low e r g rad e s  d u r in g  1972  -  1973 

fo r  te a c h in g /  le a rn in g  m a th  and  it h ad  b een  d e em ed  e f fe c tiv e  en o u g h  to  c o n tin u e  its  

im p lem en ta tio n  a t th e  M S U  L a b  S ch o o l (C u rr ic u lu m  T h e m e s  1 9 7 4 -1 9 7 5 , U n p u b lis h e d  

d o c u m e n t) . It w a s  d e c id e d  to  h a v e  th e  th ird -  a n d  fo u r th -g ra d e  s tu d e n ts  o rg a n iz e d  in to  

tw o  in te rm e d ia te - le v e l fa m ily  g ro u p s , an d  f if th  a n d  s ix th  g ra d e  s tu d e n ts  o rg a n iz e d  in to  

tw o  u p p e r-  e le m e n ta ry  le v el fa m ily  g ro u p s . T h e  f ir s t  an d  sec o n d  g ra d e  d id  n o t  u tiliz e  th e  

fa m ily  g ro u p in g  sy s te m  u n til th e  fa ll o f  1982. S p ec ia l e d u c a tio n  s tu d e n ts  w e re  

m a in s tre a m e d  in to  first, s e c o n d  an d  th ird  g ra d es . F o u r  c h ild re n  w ith  h e a r in g  im p a irm e n ts  

w e re  m a in s tre a m e d  in to  th e  K - l  p ro g ra m  fo r  o n e  y e a r  in  1980. T h is  p ro je c t, th o u g h  

d e e m e d  s u c c e ss fu l, w a s  n o t c o n tin u e d  b e c a u se  th e  c o o p e ra tin g  sp e  'ia l  e d u c a tio n  a g e n c y  

w ith d re w  its  su p p o r t (J. W ax , p e rso n a l c o m m u n ic a tio n , S e p te m b e r  27 . 2 0 0 7 ).

i 'a ren ts

T h e  s tu d e n ts ’ fa m ilie s  w e re  a lso  an  im p o r ta n t e le m e n t in  th e  s c h o o l’s p h ilo so p h y . 

S in c e  th e  sch o o l w a s  a  s ta te -ru n  in s titu tio n , e n ro llm e n t w a s  v o lu n ta ry . S tu d e n ts  w e re  

p la c e d  in  th e  p ro g ra m  b e c a u se  p a re n ts  an d  fa m ilie s  w a n te d  th e m  to  b e  th e re . P a re n ts  w e re
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e n c o u ra g e d  to  p a r tic ip a te  in  sev e ra l w a y s . T h e re  w a s  a  P a re n t-T e a c h e r  A sso c ia tio n  (P T A ) 

w h ic h  e n co u rag ed  in te ra c tio n  b e tw een  s ta f f  and  p a re n ts  (P a ren t S tu d e n t H and b o o k .

1984  - 1985, U n p u b lish e d  d o cum en t) . T h e  PT A  o rg an iz ed  “ ro om  m o th e rs”  to  h e lp  w ith  

som e  c la s s ro om  a c tiv itie s  su ch  a s p a rtie s  a n d /o r  f ie ld  tr ip s . P a ren ts  a lso  a ss is ted  in th e  

c la s s ro om s  as te a c h e r  a id e s . T h ey  d id  c le r ic a l w o rk  a s  w ell as w o rk in g  w ith  s tu d en ts  

w ith in  th e  c la s s ro om  (S ta f f  m e e tin g  m in u te s , O c to b e r  22 , 1970 , u n p u b lis h e d  d o c u m en t) .

P a re n ts  w e re  a b le  to  c o n fe r  w ith  th e  te a c h in g  s ta f f  on  a  re g u la r  b a sis . T im e s  w e re  

se t a s id e  s p e c if ic a lly  fo r p a re n ts  an d  s tu d e n ts  to  m e e t w ith  te a c h e rs  d u r in g  a n d  a l te r  

sch o o l ho urs. T h u rsd a y  c o n fe re n c e  tim e s  w e re  se t a s id e  fro m  3 :45  u n til 4 :3 0  w h e n  

p a re n ts  w e re  a b le  to  m a k e  an  a p p o in tm e n t to  m e e t w ith  a te a c h e r  re g a rd in g  th e ir  c h ild  o r  

a n y  s c h o o l- re la te d  c o n c e rn  (P a re n t S tu d e n t H an d b o o k , 1984  - 1985 , U n p u b lish e d  

d o cum en t) . F o rm a l p a re n t-c h ild - te a c h e r  c o n fe ren c e s  w e re  h e ld  a t th e  b e g in n in g  o f  th e  

sch o o l y e a r  fo r  th e  p a re n ts  an d  c h ild re n  to  m e e t w ith  th e  te a c h e r  to  d e fin e  th e  y e a r ly  

le a rn in g  go a ls  fo r  th e  s tu d en t. D u r in g  th e se  c o n fe ren c e s  th a t la s ted  a p p ro x im a te ly  20  

m in u te s , p a ren ts  an d  s tu d en ts  d id  m o s t o f  th e  ta lk in g  and  e x p la in in g  to  th e  te a c h e r  

(P a ren t S tu d e n t H an d b o o k , 1984  - 1985 , u n p u b lish e d  d o cum en t) . T h e re  w e re  a lso  

re g u la r ly  sch ed u led  p a re n t- te a c h e r  c o n fe re n c e s  to  k e ep  p a ren ts  in fo rm ed  o f  s tu d en t 

p ro g re ss . T h e se  m e e tin g s  w e re  h e ld  d u r in g  th e  a fte rn o o n  h ou rs . T h e re  w e re  ty p ic a lly  tw o  

co n fe ren c e s  fo r  e a c h  s tu d en t ev e ry  y ea r . S tu d e n ts  w e re  d ism is se d  fro m  sc h o o l to  a llo w  

th e se  c o n fe re n c e s  to  ta k e  p la c e  d u rin g  th e  d a y  (S ta f f  m e e tin g  m in u te s , U n p u b lish e d  

d o c u m e n ts ) .

P a re n ts  w e re  e n c o u ra g e d  to  m a k e  a p p o in tm e n ts  to  v is it  th e  c la s s ro o m . P a re n ts  

w e re  re c ru ite d  to  te a c h  s tu d e n ts  a  n e w  sk ill o r  h o b b y  d u r in g  F r id a y  m in i- la b s  d u r in g  th e
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1 9 7 3 -1 9 7 4  s c h o o l y e a r  ( S ta f f  M e e tin g  m in u te s , 1973 , u n p u b lis h e d  d o c u m e n t) . In v itin g  

p a re n ts  to  te ac h  fo r an  h o u r  o r  an  h o u r -a n d -h a lf  w a s  o n e  o f  th e  a d a p ta tio n s  o f  th e  m in i 

lab  p ro g ram . D u rin g  th e  1973- 1974 y e a r  th e  te a c h in g  s ta f f  u sed  th e  F r id ay  m in i- la b s  to  

te ach  sp ec ia l in te re s ts  in c lu d in g  h o b b ie s  an d  o th e r  sk ills . P ra c tic e s  lik e  th e se  w e re  

o u tc o m e s  o f  s ta f f  d is c u s s io n s  c o n c e rn in g  w a y s  to  g e t p a re n ts  in v o lv e d  in  th e ir  c h i ld r e n ’s 

e d u c a tio n  and  w ith  th e  sch o o l as a  w h o le .

B e c a u se  th e  M S U  L a b  S ch o o l w a s  an  e x p e r im e n ta l sc h o o l, w h e n e v e r  e d u c a tio n a l 

re se a rc h  w a s  c o n d u c te d , th e  p a re n ts  w e re  s u rv e y e d  (M S U  C a m p u s  L a b o ra to ry  S e lf-s tu d y , 

1976). T h e se  su rv e y s  h a d  sev e ra l p u rp o se s . P r im a rily , th e  su rv e y s  h e lp e d  to  v a lid a te  th e  

re se a rc h . A  s e c o n d a ry  p u rp o se  o f  th e  su rv ey s  w as  th a t th e  su rv ey s  h e lp ed  p a re n ts  b e com e  

aw a re  o f  w h a t th e  sch o o l w a s  d o in g  and  a llow ed  th e  schoo l s ta f f  a n d  a dm in is tra tio n  to  

u n d e rs ta n d  h ow  th e ir  p ro c e d u re s  w e re  p e rc e iv e d  by  p a ren ts .

A  fin a l w ay  p a re n ts  w e re  in v o lv ed  w a s  th ro u g h  p o lit ic a l a c tio n  to  h e lp  k e ep  th e  

sch o o l op en . T h e  N o rth  D ak o ta  s ta te  le g is la tu re  c o n s id e re d  c lo s in g  th e  M S U  L ab  S c h o o l 

sev e ra l tim e s . It w a s  s e e n  a s an  e x p e n s iv e  ite m  in  th e  M in o t S ta te  U n iv e rs ity  b u d g e t. 

P a re n ts  a n d  a lu m n i ra llie d  in  1971 , 1978 , 1984 , an d  1989 to  h e lp  k e ep  th e  d o o rs  o f  th e  

s c h o o l o p en . L e tte r -w r itin g  c a m p a ig n s  and  tr ip s  to  th e  le g is la tu re  w e re  o rg a n iz e d  w ith  th e  

h e lp  o f  p a re n ts , s ta ff, a n d  a d m in is tra tio n . T h e  sch o o l re c o rd s  h a d  s e v e ra l c o p ie s  o f  le tte rs  

fro m  p a re n ts  a n d  fr ie n d s  o f  th e  sch o o l sen t to  th e  sch o o l a n d  to  N o r th  D a k o ta  le g is la to rs  

to  o f fe r  su p p o r t to  th e  sch o o l d u r in g  th e  1987  le g is la tiv e  se s s io n . T h e re  w a s  a  c o m m itte e  

c h a irp e rso n s  lis t fo r  o rg a n iz in g  su p p o rt to  k e e p  th e  M S U  L ab  S c h o o l. T h is  in c lu d e d  th e  

n a m e s  o f  th e  in d iv id u a ls  in  c h a rg e  o f  th e  le tte r  w r itin g  c a m p a ig n , th e  p h o n e  tre e , a n d  th e  

lo b b y  c a m p a ig n  (S ta f f  M e e tin g  m in u te s ; c o p ie s  o f  le tte rs ; u n p u b lis h e d  d o c u m e n ts ) . T h is
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d o c u m e n ta tio n  s u p p o rts  th e  id e a  th a t m a n y  o f  th e  p a re n ts  o f  th e  M S U  L a b  S c h o o l 

s tu d en ts  h ad  a  s tro n g  c o m m itm e n t to  th e  sch o o l a n d  its  m iss io n .

E d u c a tio n a l C o m m itm e n ts

D u rin g  th e  1 9 8 3 -1 9 8 4  sch o o l y e a r , th e  M S U  L ab  S ch o o l a r tic u la te d  a  lis t o f  

e d u ca tio n a l c o m m itm e n ts  w h ic h  in c lu d e d  in te lle c tu a l, p e rso n a l, so c ia l, an d  p h y s ic a l 

d e v e lo p m e n t (C o m m itm e n ts , 19 84 , u n p u b lish e d  d o c u m e n t) . T h e  lis t o f  c o m m itm e n ts  fo r  

in te lle c tu a l d e v e lo p m e n t s ta te d  th a t th e  sch o o l u se d  fa m ily  g ro u p in g  a  tw o -  tie re d  

k in d e rg a r te n  p ro g ra m , a n d  a 1/ 2  g ra d e  fa m ily  g ro u p in g  in  th e  ea r ly  c h ild h o o d  p ro g ra m . 

T h e  tw o  y e a r  k in d e rg a r te n  p ro g ra m  w a s  to  in su re  th a t  y o u n g  c h ild re n  w e re  e x p o se d  to  a  

s ig n if ic a n t v a r ie ty  o f  e d u c a tio n a l e x p e r ie n c e s  th a t w o u ld  a llo w  a  s tro n g  fo u n d a tio n  fo r  

fu tu re  le a rn in g  (C o m m itm e n ts , 19 84 , u n p u b lis h e d  d o c u m en t) .

In te lle c tu a l D eve lopm en t

T h e  m o s t  c o m p re h e n s iv e  d e ta ile d  c o m m itm e n t s ta te m e n t w a s  o n  in te lle c tu a l 

d e v e lo p m e n t. L a n g u a g e  in  a ll its  fo rm s  w as  a  d e f in e d  as a  p r im a ry  in te lle c tu a l 

c o m m itm e n t (C o m m itm e n ts , 1984 , u n p u b lish e d  d o c u m e n t) . S tu d e n ts  w e re  e x p e c te d  to  

b e co m e  s o p h is tic a te d  u se rs  o f  la n g u a g e  in  all its  fo rm s: lis te n in g , sp e a k in g , re a d in g , a n d  

w ritin g . T o  e n su re  th is  a c tu a lity , M S U  L a b  S ch o o l w a s  c o m m itte d  to  th e  u se  o f  m a n y  

te c h n iq u e s  a n d  te c h n o lo g ie s . C o m p u te rs  w e re  a v a ila b le  to  s tu d en ts  as e a r ly  a s 1978 (S ta f f  

M e e tin g  m in u te s , 1978) an d  in  a ll o f  th e  c la s s ro o m s , in c lu d in g  th e  k in d e rg a r te n  

c la s s ro o m s  b y  1982  (M in o t S ta te  C o lle g e  C a m p u s  L a b o ra to ry  S ch o o l A E E S  S e lf-S tu d y  

1983 -  1984 ). T h e  lib ra ry  in c lu d e d  a  c la s s ro o m -s iz e d  re fe re n c e  ro o m , an d  th e  b o o k  

s ta ck s  th a t re p la c e d  th e  o rig in a l b u ilt- in  lo c k e r  o f  th e  fo rm e r  h ig h  sch o o l ra n  th e  le n g th  o f
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th e  th ird  f lo o r  h a llw a y . T h is  u n iq u e  a r ra n g e m e n t m a d e  th e  lib ra ry  u n a v o id a b le  an d  

s u p p o rte d  th is  c o m m itm e n t to  re a d in g  b o th  e x p lic it ly  an d  im p lic itly .

N o t o n ly  w e re  th e  s tu d e n ts  in v o lv e d  in  a  s ta n d a rd  c u rr ic u lu m  th a t in c lu d e d  

la n g u a g e  a rts , m a th , s c ie n c e , so cia l s tu d ie s , a rt, m u s ic , p h y s ic a l e d u c a tio n , an d  sp ec ia l 

to p ic s  o f  in te re s t, th e y  w e re  a lso  e x p o se d  to  th e se  c u rr ic u lu m  a re a s  th ro u g h  th e  u se  o f  a  

v a r ie ty  o f  e d u c a tio n a l m e th o d o lo g ie s  (C o m m itm e n ts , 1984 , u n p u b lis h e d  d o c u m e n t) . T h e  

M S U  L a b  S c h o o l u sed  le a rn in g  c e n te rs , sm a ll an d  la rg e  g ro u p  in s tru c tio n , an d  

e n c o u ra g e d  s tu d e n ts  to  p la n  an d  im p le m e n t th e ir  o w n  le a rn in g  p ro je c ts . T h e  u se  o f  th e se  

m e th o d o lo g ie s  w a s  in te g ra l to  th e  in d iv id u a liz e d  in s tru c tio n  p ro g ra m  th a t  w a s  th e  c e n te r  

o f  th e  e x p e r ie n c e  an d  e x p e r im e n ta tio n  a t th e  U n iv e rs ity  L a b o ra to ry  S c h o o l.

P ersona l D eve lopm en t

P e rso n a l d e v e lo p m e n t w as  a lso  a  c o m m itm e n t a t T h e  M S U  L a b  S c h o o l. T h e  

w h o le  c h ild  w a s  th e  fo c u s  o f  a  go o d  e d u c a tio n . C h ild re n  n e e d e d  to  d e v e lo p  a  p o s itiv e  

se lf - im a g e ; th is  in c lu d e d  fo c u s in g  on  p h y s ic a l, m e n ta l, so c ia l, a n d  e m o tio n a l c o n c e rn s  

(C o m m itm e n ts , 1984 , u n p u b lish e d  d o c u m e n t) . T h e  e x p e c ta tio n  w as  to  h e lp  s tu d e n ts  

c re a te  an  in tr in s ic  sen se  o f  in d e p e n d e n t ju d g m e n t a n d  p e rso n a l re s p o n s ib il i ty . P e rso n a l 

s u c c e ss  in c lu d e d  a  c o o p e ra tiv e  m o d e l o f  le a rn in g  an d  w o rk in g  a s a  m e m b e r  o f  a te am . 

T h e s e  sk ills  w e re  p ra c tic e d  in  th e  c la s s ro o m  as w e ll  as th ro u g h  p h y s ic a l e d u c a tio n  and  

th e  m u s ic  p ro g ra m . Personal, sk ills  w e re  th e  fo u n d a tio n  fo r  so c ia l d e v e lo p m e n t.

So c ia l D eve lopm en t

T h e  c o m m itm e n t to  so cia l d e v e lo p m e n t w a s  e v id e n t  in  h o w  th e  sch o o l u se d  an  

o p e n  sp a c e  f lo o r  p la n  th a t p e rm itte d  s tu d e n ts  to  w o rk  to g e th e r  (C o m m itm e n ts , 1984, 

u n p u b lis h e d  d o c u m e n t) . T h e  sch o o l h a d  a  v a rie ty  o f  sp a c e s  fo r  la rg e , sm a ll,  an d
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in d iv id u a l in s tru c tio n . A no th e r  w ay  so c ia l d e v e lo pm en t w as  e n co u rag ed  w a s  th ro u g h  th e  

use  o f  c o o p e ra tiv e  m e th o d s  o f  le a rn in g . C h ild re n  w e re  e n co u rag ed  to  f in d  p le a su re  in  

le a rn in g  th ro u g h  c o o p e ra tio n  ra th e r  th an  c om p e titio n . It w as  e x p e c te d  th a t s tu d e n ts  w o u ld  

d e v e lo p  a  soc ia l c o n sc io u s n e s s  th a t w o u ld  in c o rp o ra te  th e  p r in c ip le s  o f  ju s t ic e  a n d  an 

a w a re n e s s  o f  th e  ‘'b ro th e rh o o d ” o f  h u m a n k in d  (C o m m itm e n ts , 1984 , u n p u b lish e d  

d o c u m e n t, p. 2 ). T h e  c o m m itm e n t to  so c ia l d e v e lo p m e n t w a s  to  h e lp  s tu d e n ts  u n d e rs ta n d  

h o w  th e y  w e re  a  m e m b e r  o f  a  v a rie ty  o f  c o m m u n itie s  fro m  fa m ily , to  sch o o l, to  th e  w id e r  

c o m m u n ity  re g a rd le s s  o f  d if fe re n c e s  (C o m m itm e n ts , 1984 , u n p u b lish e d  d o c u m e n t)

Phys ica l D eve lopm en t

S o c ia l d e v e lo p m e n t w a s  fo llo w e d  b y  a  c o m m itm e n t to  th e  p h y s ic a l d e v e lo p m e n t 

o f  s tu d e n ts . T h e  h e a lth  o f  th e  c h ild re n  w a s  a  c o n c e rn . H ea lth  sc re e n in g s  w e re  c a r r ie d  o u t 

by  tra in e d  h ea lth  c a re  a s s is ta n ts  and  th e  c o lle g e  [sic] n u rse . T h e  n u tr i t io n a l n e ed s  o f  th e  

s tu d en ts  w e re  m e t w ith  a  b a la n c e d  sch o o l lu n ch  a n d  a  d a ily  m ilk  b re ak . T h e  p h y s ic a l 

e d u ca tio n  c u rr ic u lum  a n d  th e  e n v iro nm en ta l p la y g ro u n d  w e re  d e s ig n ed  to  e n tic e  th e  

c h ild ren  to  u se  f in e  and  g ro s s  m o to r  sk ills  a n d  im p ro v e  c o o rd in a tio n . T h e  e n v iro nm en ta l 

p la y g ro u n d  w a s  a  c o lle c t io n  o f  lo g s , h o le s , m o u n d s , c av e s  and  o p en  sp ace s  w ith  g ra s s  (J. 

W ax , p e rso n a l c om m un ic a tio n , S e p te m b e r  2 7 , 2 0 0 7 ). T h is  fin a l c o m m itm e n t h e lp e d  to  

p ro v id e  a  h o lis tic  e d u c a tio n  fo r  th e  s tu d e n ts  o f  th e  U n iv e rs ity  L a b o ra to ry  S ch o o l.

T h e  s ta f f  an d  a d m in is tra tio n  a t th e  M S U  L a b  S ch o o l b e lie v e d  th a t th e  b e s t w a y  to  

le a rn  w a s  in  c o o p e ra tio n  w ith  o th e rs . T e a m w o rk  w as  to  h e lp  student®  u n d e rs ta n d  th a t 

k n o w le d g e  is a  sh a red  c o m m o d ity . T h e  fa m ily  w a s  th e  m o d e l fo r  d e v e lo p in g  th e  

c la s s ro o m  s tru c tu re . C h ild re n  w e re  e n c o u ra g e d  to  w o rk  in  m u lti-a g e  g ro u p s , m im ic k in g  

th e  d if fe re n t a g e s  fo u n d  in  c h ild re n  w ith in  fa m ilie s . E v e n  th o u g h  th e  k in d e rg a r te n  an d
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firs t g ra d e  w e re  p r im a r i ly  se lf -c o n ta in e d , th e re  w e re  o p p o r tu n itie s  fo r  th e  c h ild re n  to  

w’o rk  in  th e se  g ro u p s . T h e  id e a  o f  c o m m u n ity  c o n tin u e d  w ith  th e  w a y  th e  p a re n ts  o f  

s tu d e n ts  w 'ere in v o lv e d  w ith  th e ir  c h i ld re n ’s sch o o l a n d  e d u c a tio n . T h e  fa c u lty  a t M S U  

L ab  S c h o o l w as  c o m m itte d  to  e d u c a tin g  th e  w h o le  c h ild . T h is  c o m m itm e n t in c lu d ed  

in te lle c tu a l, p e rso n a l, an d  socia l d e v e lo p m e n t. B y  c le a r ly  e n u n c ia tin g  th e ir  p h ilo s o p h y  

an d  c o m m itm e n ts , sch o o l p e rso n n e l w e re  ab le  to  d e v e lo p  c o m p le m e n ta ry  p ro g ra m s  an d  

c u rr ic u lu m .

In d iv id u a liz e d  In s tru c tio n

T h e  M S U  L ab  S cho o l h ad  a  p h ilo s o p h y  th a t  a llo w e d  it to  fu n c tio n  a s an 

e x p e r im e n ta l sch o o l. A lo n g  w ith  its  p h ilo so p h y , th e re  w as  a  re c o g n iz a b le  c u rr ic u lum  o f  

in s tru c tio n  th a t fo llow ed  th e  D ep a r tm en t o f  P u b lic  In s tru c tio n  g u id e lin e s  as w ell as th e  

N o r th  C en tra l A re a  (N C A ) a c c re d ita tio n  re q u irem en ts . W hen  th e  M S U  L ab  S ch o o l 

re c e iv e d  th e  firs t o f  its  o n g o in g  a c c re d ita d o n , it w a s  o n e  o f  tw o  su c h  s c h o o ls  in  th e  s ta te  

(S ta f f  M e e tin g  m in u te s , 1975). T h e  p h ilo s o p h y  s ta te d  in  th e  d o c u m e n ts  h e lp e d  th e  s ta f f  

fo c u s  o n  im p ro v in g  th e  c u rr ic u lu m  as w e ll a s  th e  o v e ra ll p ro g ra m .

T h e  c en tra l p ro g ra m  a t th e  U n iv e rs i ty  L a b o ra to ry  S c h o o l w a s  th e  in d iv id u a liz e d  

in s tru c tio n  p ro g ra m . T h e  s ix te e n  p r in c ip le s  o f  in d iv id u a liz e d  in s tru c tio n  w e re  e x p la in e d  

by  E d d a  R . L a r im o re , a s s is ta n t p r in c ip a l in  c h a rg e  o f  c u rr ic u lu m  fo r  th e  1 9 6 6 -1 9 6 7  

s c h o o l y e a r  ( 1 9 6 7 a  -1 9 6 7 b ) . T h e se  p r in c ip le s  in c lu d e d :

1. T e a c h e rs  c a n n o t h a v e  p re c o n c e iv e d  id e a r  o f  w h a t a  

c h ild  c an  o r  c a n n o t do .

2. E a c h  s tu d e n t is an  in d iv id u a l, w ith  a  u n iq u e  ra te  o f  

g ro w th .
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3 . T h e re  is n o  o n e  r ig h t se t o f  in fo rm a tio n  a  c h ild  n e e d s  to  

le a rn  o r  a  t im e  lim it fo r  it  to  b e  le arn ed .

4. W h en  a  c h ild  re a liz e s  le a rn in g  is im p o r ta n t, le a rn in g  w ill 

h a p p e n . T h e  le a rn in g  e x p e r ie n c e  is p e rso n a l.

5. A ch ild  c an  le a rn  w h e n  g iv e n  th e  in d ep en d en ce  u n d e r  

th e  p ro p e r  e n v iro nm en t.

6. T h e  b e s t e v a lu a tio n  c o n s is ts  o f  an  in d iv id u a l c h i ld ’s 

fe e lin g  o f  s a tis fa c tio n , a c c e p ta n c e  a nd  secu rity .

7. T im e  lim its  fo r  d is c o v e ry  a nd  le a rn in g  a re  an  u n n a tu ra l 

re s tr ic tio n .

8. L e a rn in g  m u s t be  an  in te g ra te d  exp e r ien c e , n o t  a  

se r ie s  o f  u n re la te d  fa c ts .

9. S k ill d e v e lo p m e n t is  m o re  im p o r ta n t th a n  c o n te n t. 

C o n te n t  is  u se d  to  te a c h  h e  sk ills . C o n te n t 

c h a n g e s  in  t im e ; sk ills  d o  n o t.

10. A  ch ild  m u s t  b e  g iv e n  in d iv id u a l o p p o rtu n itie s  to  

o b se rv e , in v e s t ig a te , d e v e lo p  h y p o th e se s , and  

d is co v e r .

11. A  c h i ld ’s in d iv id u a l d e v e lo pm en t o f  in te re s ts  and  

p e rso n a l p o te n tia l is m o re  im p o r ta n t th a n  co n ten t.

12. In d iv id u a liz e d  in s tru c tio n  is  c a re fu lly  p la n n e d  an d  

c o o rd in a te d . T h e  te a c h e r  is  in  c o n tro l. It is n o t  c h ao s . 

T h e re  is  f le x ib ili ty  b u t  n o t irre sp o n s ib ili ty .
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13. In d iv id u a liz e d  in s tru c tio n  u se s  m a n y  m a te r ia ls  on  

m a n y  le v e ls .

14. A  te a c h e r  n e ed s  to  b e  c re a tiv e , s en s itiv e , f le x ib le , 

and  c ap ab le  o f  m o tiv a tin g  s tu d en ts .

15. A  ch ild  m u s t fee l s e c u re  to  d ev e lo p  a  p o s itiv e  s e l f  

co n cep t. L e a rn in g  is a  secu re  a c tiv ity . T h e  p ro p e r  

e n v iro nm en t s tre n g th en s  th e  c h i ld ’s s e l f  c o n cep t.

16. P ro fe ss io n a ls  a re  c a u tio n ed  n o t to  a c c e p t o r  re je c t 

to  e x p e r ien c e  it f ir s t  h an d .

T h e  in d iv id u a liz ed  in s tru c tio n  p ro g ram  w a s  th e  fo u n d a tio n  fo r  th e  o th e r  p ro je c ts  

a n d  p ro g ram s  a t th e  L ab  S c h o o l. T h e  o th e r  re s e a rc h  a n d  p ro je c ts  w e re  d e v e lo p e d  to  

fu r th e r  ex p an d  an d  im p ro v e  th e  o r ig in a l in d iv id u a liz e d  p ro g ra m  a rc h e ty p e .

K in d e rg a r te n  P ro g ra m  

The F irs t Years

T h e  k in d e rg a r te n  p ro g ra m  s ta r te d  in  1969 . T h is  w a s  a  tw o - tie re d  p ro g ra m . T h e  

id e a  fo r  th e  tw o  y e a r  p ro g ra m  c a m e  fro m  a n  a s s e s s m e n t o f  n e ed s . F o u r -a n d -a -h a lf -y e a r -  

o ld  c h ild re n  w e re  part o f  th e  K - l  p ro g ra m . T h is  p ro g ra m  m e t in  th e  m o rn in g s  u n til  1 1 :30 

a .m . T h is  w as  o f te n  th e  f ir s t s c h o o l e x p e r ie n c e  th e s e  c h ild re n  h ad . T h e  K -2  p ro g ra m  w as  

fo r  c h ild re n  o n e  y e a r  o ld e r. T h e  re la tiv e ly  s ta b le  s tu d e n t p o p u la t io n  a llo w e d  th e  M S U  

L a b  S c h o o l to  u se  th is  tw o -y e a r  p ro g ra m  to  b e tte r  p re p a re  th e ir  y o u n g  s tu d e n ts  fo r  f irs t 

g ra d e .

T h e  f iv e -a n d -a -h a lf  y e a r -o ld  p ro g ra m  (K -2 )  w as  e s ta b lis h e d  in  o rd e r  to  p re v e n t 

s tu d e n ts  fro m  g ra d u a tin g  fro m  h ig h  sch o o l a t to o  y o u n g  an  a g e . T h e  a n e c d o ta l e v id e n c e
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su g g e s te d  th a t s tu d e n ts  w h o  g ra d u a te d  fro m  h ig h  sch o o l b e fo re  th e ir  p e e rs  te n d  to  

s tru g g le  in  c o lle g e . T h e  s ta f f  a n d  a d m in is tra tio n  d id  n o t w a n t to  c re a te  a  p ro g ra m  th a t 

w o u ld  lead  to  fu tu re  fa ilu re  (J . W ax , p e rso n a l c o m m u n ic a tio n , O c to b e r  4 , 2 0 0 7 ) .

T h e  fo u r -a n d -a -h a lf  y e a r -o ld  p ro g ra m  ( K - l )  w as  e s ta b lish e d  b e c a u se  th e  re s e a rc h  

s e e m e d  to  in d ic a te  th a t c h i ld re n  w e re  m o re  p h y s ic a lly  an d  a c a d e m ic a lly  a d v a n c e d  th a n  

p re v io u s  g e n e ra tio n s . T h e y  s e e m e d  m o re  re a d y  fo r  a n  e d u c a tio n a l e x p e r ie n c e . F o r  

in s ta n c e , m a n y  y o u n g  c h ild re n  c o u ld  re a d  u p o n  e n ro llm e n t. (J. W ax , p e rso n a l 

c o m m u n ic a tio n , S e p te m b e r  2 7 , 2 0 0 7 ). T h is  tw o - tie re d  p ro g ram  see m e d  to  th e  d ire c to r  to  

h a v e  a  iro n ic  e le m e n t to  it. W ith  th e  K - l  p ro g ra m  th e  M S U  L a b  S ch o o l w a s  try in g  to  

e d u c a te  a  y o u n g e r  p o p u la tio n , w h ile  a t th e  sam e  tim e  th e  K -2  p ro g ra m  w a s  a t te m p tin g  to  

in s u re  th a t th e  c h ild re n  w e re  o ld e r  w h e n  th e y  f in ish e d  th e  tw e lf th  g ra d e  (J . W ax , p e rso n a l 

c o m m u n ic a tio n , O c to b e r  4 , 2 0 0 7 ) .

T h e  f tr s t  k in d e rg a r te n  te a c h e r  w as  L o la  D o k k e n . S h e  had  b e e n  th e  f ir s t  g ra d e  

te a c h e r  p r io r  to  h e r  a s s ig n m e n t to  th e  k in d e rg a r te n  p ro g ram . T h e  fo c u s  o f  th e  

k in d e rg a r te n  p ro g ra m  u n d e r  D o k k e n  w a s  to  u se  p la y  th a t w o u ld  su b se q u e n tly  le a d  to  

d is c o v e ry . T h e  c la s s ro o m  w a s  o rg a n iz e d  a ro u n d  a  se r ie s  o f  c en te rs : a lp h a b e t, b u ild in g  

b lo c k , p h y s ic a l a c tiv ity , a n d  s to ry . T h e re  w e re  n o  d esk s : in s te ad  th e re  w a s  a  c o lle c t io n  o f  

c h a irs , ta b ’es, m a ts  an d  m a n ip u lt iv e s  (J. W ax , p e rso n a l c o m m u n ic a tio n , S e p te m b e r  2 7 , 

2 0 0 7 ) .

D u rin g  th e  f irs t y e a r  D o k k e n  w a s  a sk e d  w h a t ch an g e s  to  th e  o h y s ic a l p la n t sh e  

w o u ld  lik e  to  see . S h e  r e q u e s te d  an  o u ts id e  d o o r  fo r  h e r  c la s s ro o m . T h is  w a s  p o s s ib le  

b e c a u s e  th e  k in d e rg a r te n  ro o m  w a s  in  th e  so u th e a s t c o rn e r  o f  th e  f ir s t  f lo o r . A  d o o r  on
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th e  e a s t s id e  w o u ld  h a v e  o p e n e d  o r f ' '  th e  p la y g ro u n d  (S ta f f  M e e tin g  M in u te s , 1969).

T h is  w a s  o n e  p h y s ic a l c T in g e  to  th e  b u ild in g  th a t d id  n o t h a p p en .

O n e  o f  th e  fo c u se s  th e  M S U  L a b  S c h o o l h a d  d u r in g  th e  1 9 7 1 -1 9 7 2  sch o o l y e a r  

w a s  h o w  to  d e v e lo p  a  b e tte r  re p o rt fo rm . D o k k e n  c o n s id e re d  h o w  to  a s se ss  c h ild re n  in  

k in d e rg a r te n . D o k k e n  b e lie v e d  th a t a n y  re p o r t o n  a  c h ild  sh o u ld  b e  f it te d  to  th e  c h ild  an d  

th a t  th e  c h ild  sh o u ld  n o t b e  f it te d  to  th e  re p o rt. W h e n  w ritin g  a b o u t c h ild re n , th e  te a c h e r  

sh o u ld  g iv e  th e  p a re n ts  a n  im a g e  o f  th e  a c tiv itie s  an d  th e  o b je c tiv e s  fo r  th e  le a rn in g  

a c tiv itie s  (S ta f f  M e e tin g  m in u te s , 197 2). T h e  fin a l re su lt o f  th is  p ro je c t w a s  a  n a rra tiv e  

re p o r t  in  w h ic h  th e  te a c h e r  w ro te  in fo rm a tio n  in  se n te n c e  fo rm  ra th e r  th a n  u s in g  le tte r  

g ra d e s . T h e  p ro c e ss  w as  tim e  c o n su m in g , b u t th e  fa c u lty  b e lie v e d  it d id  a  m o re  a c c u ra te  

jo b  o f  d e sc r ib in g  w h a t th e  c h ild re n  k n e w  and  c o u ld  do  (S ta f f  M e e tin g  M in u te s , 1973).

Change  in E n trance  A ge

In  th e  fa ll o f  1978 th e  a g e  fo r a c c e p tin g  s tu d e n ts  fo r  k in d e rg a r te n  in  N o rth  D a k o ta  

w a s  c h a n g e d  fro m  b e in g  fo u r  o r  f iv e  y e a rs  o ld  b y  D e c e m b e r  31 to  b e in g  fo u r  o r  fiv e  

y e a rs  o ld  b y  A ug u s t  31 . T h is  c a lled  fo r  a  c h an g e  in  th e  p ed ag o g y  u sed  in  th e  c la s s ro om . 

D o k k e n  re p o rte d  th a t  fo u r -y e a r  o ld  c h ild re n  w e re  d iffe re n t from  c h ild re n  s ix  m o n th s  

o ld e r . A lth o u g h  ch ild re n  w e re  p h y s ic a lly  la rg e r  th a n  th e y  w e re  th ir ty  y e a rs  e a r lie r , th e y  

w e re  a lso  h a rd e r  to  m an ag e  th a n  th e  fo u r -a n d -a -h a lf  y e a r  o ld s  sh e  ta u g h t in  p rev io u s  

y e a rs . T h ey  h a d  few e r  so c ia l sk ills ; th e re  w a s  m o re  p u sh in g  and  m o re  te a rs . L e a rn in g  a nd  

m a s te r in g  c o n c ep ts  to o k  lo n g e r  fo r  y o u n g e r  ch ild ren . C h ild re n  n e ed ed  m o re  h e lp  w ith  life  

sk ills  su ch  as d re s s in g  th em se lv e s  o r  d o in g  d a ily  a c tiv itie s  su ch  a s sn ack  tim e  (S ta f f  

M e e tin g  m in u te s , 1979  &  1980). D o k k e n  re c o m m e n d e d  ta k in g  m o re  t im e  to  e v a lu a te  th e  

c h ild re n  an d  u s in g  sm a lle r  g ro u p s  w he n  te a c h in g  n e w  c o n c e p ts  o r  w o rk in g  o n  a c tiv itie s .
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H earing  Im pa irm en t P ro jec t

D o k k c .i  re tire d  in  th e  s p r in g  o f  1980 . C aro l C o rr ig a n , w h o  h a d  c o m p le te d  h e r  p r e 

p ro fe s s io n a l te a c h in g  w ith  D o k k e n , w as h ired  to  ta k e  h e r p la c e  (C . B e lle w , p e rso n a l 

c o m m u n ic a tio n , M ay  26 , 2 0 0 8 ) . D u r in g  h e r firs t y e a r  C o rr ig a n  p a r tic ip a te d  in  a  p ro je c t 

th a t m a in s tre a m e d  fo u r  h e a r in g - im p a ire d  k in d e rg a r te n  s tu d e n ts  in to  a  re g u la r  

k in d e rg a r te n  c la s s ro o m . C o rr ig a n  te am  ta u g h t w ith  B a rb  O y n e s , a  h e a r in g  im p a ire d  

s p e c ia lis t. T h e  c h ild re n  w ith  h e a r in g  im p a irm e n ts  p a r tic ip a te d  in  a s m a n y  a c tiv itie s  a s 

p o s s ib le . H ow ev e r , th e ir  in d iv id u a liz e d  e d u ca tio n  p la n s  re q u ire d  th a t  th e y  re c e iv e  

sp ec ia liz ed  in s tru c tio n  in  s ig n  la n g u ag e  a nd  o th e r  c u rr ic u lum  m a te r ia l  (“ S ta f f  M e e tin g  

m in u te s ,” 1981). T h is  m e a n t th a t  th e  tim e  a ll K - l  s tu d en ts  h a d  to  in te ra c t w ith  e a c h  o th e r  

w a s  lim ite d . T h is  w a s  see n  a s o n e  o f  th e  n e g a tiv e  a sp e c ts  o f  th e  e x p e r ie n c e . A no th e r  

p ro b lem  in c lu d ed  p o o r  c om m un ic a tio n  b e tw een  th e  te am  te a c h e rs  d u r in g  th e  s ch o o l day . 

C o rr ig a n  b e lie v e d  th a t th e  p h y s ic a l se tu p  o f  th e  c la s s ro om  w a s  th e  p r im a ry  c au se  fo r  th e  

p o o r  c om m un ic a tio n . T h e  f in a l n e g a tiv e  w as  th a t th e re  w as  n o t e n o u g h  ro om  fo r  th e  

n um b e r  o f  s tu d en ts  in  th e  c la s s ro om .

T h e re  w e re  sev e ra l p o s it iv e  o u tc om e s  to  th e  e x p e r ien c e . T h e  f ir s t p o s itiv e  w a s  

th a t  a ll c h ild re n  sh ow ed  e d u c a tio n a l g row th . A d d itio n a lly , a ll c h ild re n  su c c e s s fu lly  m e t 

th e  c o g n itiv e  g o a ls  s e t fo r  th em  and  e x h ib ite d  ty p ic a l so c ia l g row th  fo r  th e  schoo l y e a r . 

T h e  s ta f f  a lso  re c o g n iz e d  th a t  h a v in g  c h ild re n  w ith  d is ab ilitie s  in  th e  c la s s ro om  h e lp ed  

th e  s tu d en ts  re c o g n iz e  th e  “n o rm a li ty ”  in  a ll c h ild ren . T h e  f in a l p o s itiv e  o u tc om e  o f  th e  

e x p e r ie n c e  w a s  th a t  th e  in te ra c t io n  a nd  p la n n in g  o f  tw o  te a c h e rs  w a s  a  b e n e f it  to  a ll th e  

c h ild re n  (S ta f f  M e e tin g  M in u te s , 198 1). T h o u g h  th e  e x p e r ie n c e  w a s  d e e m e d  a  su c c e s s , th e  

s tu d e n ts  d id  n o t  c o n tin u e  a t th e  L a b  S c h o o l th e  fo llo w in g  y e a r  b e c a u s e  th e  c h a ir  o f  th e
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S p e c ia l E d u c a tio n  p ro g ra m  w ith d re w  su p p o r t b y  w ith d ra w in g  in te rn s  and  su p e rv is io n  (J. 

W ax . p e rso n a l c o m m u n ic a tio n . S e p te m b e r  27 , 2 0 0 7 ) .

In d iv id u a lized  E duca tio n  P lans

O ne  m a n d a te  o f  th e  1 9 8 4 -1 9 8 5  sch o o l y e a r  w a s  th e  d e v e lo p m e n t o f  

In d iv id u a liz e d  E d u c a tio n  P la n s  (IE P ) fo r  a ll s tu d e n ts . It w as  th o u g h t th a t s in ce  e ach  

s tu d e n t w a s  b e in g  ta u g h t a s  z n in d iv id u a l and  th a t e a c h  w a s  g e ttin g  in d iv id u a l in s tru c tio n , 

it m a d e  lo g ic a l sen se  to  h a v e  th a t  p la n  re c o rd e d  a n d  d e sc r ib e d  (S ta f f  M e e tin g  M in u te s , 

1985). T h e  IE P  w a s  a lso  a n  im p o r ta n t to o l fo r  th e  g if te d  p ro g ra m  (C . B e lle w , p e rso n a l 

c o m m u n ic a tio n , M ay  26 , 2 0 0 8 ) . T h e  s h a r in g  and  d is c u s s io n  o f  v a r io u s  fo rm s  o c c u rre d  

th ro u g h o u t th e  sch o o l y e a r . It w a s  d e te rm in e d  th a t th e  IE P  w o u ld  b e  m a d e  a n  a d d itio n  to  

th e  re p o r t c a rd  (S ta f f  M e e tin g  M in u te s , 1985). S o m e  te a c h e rs  re fe r re d  to  th e  re p o rts  as 

In d iv id u a l E d u c a tio n  P la n s  (IE P s ) , so m e  re fe rre d  to  th e m  as  P e rso n a l E d u c a tio n  P la n s  

(P E P s), an d  o th e rs  re fe rre d  to  th e m  as  P e rso n a l E d u c a tio n  R e p o r ts  (P E R s) . T h e re  w a s  n o  

in d ic a tio n  th a t  th e re  e v e r  w a s  a  f in a l d e c is io n  o n  w h ic h  te rm  to  u se . T h e re  w e re  a lso  a  

v a r ie ty  o f  fo rm s  th a t te a c h e rs  u se d . T h e s e  fo rm s  w e re  sh a red  d u rin g  s ta f f  m e e tin g s  a n d  

te a c h e rs  u se d  th e  fo rm  th a t  w a s  m o s t  a p p ro p r ia te  fo r  th e ir  s tu d en ts .

T h e  IE P  th a t C o rr ig a n  u se d  in c lu d e d  a  lis t o f  g o a ls  fo r  th e  s tu d en t. S h e  a lso  w o u ld  

ta lk  w ith  th e  c h ild  a b o u t th e  in fo rm a tio n  o n  th e  IF P  b e fo re  sh e  w o u ld  m e e t w ith  th e  

p a re n ts . T h e  IE P  h a d  in fo rm a tio n  o n  h o w  an d  w h a t th e  s tu d e n t w a s  d o in g  in  sch o o l. 

C o rr ig a n  u se d  d a ily  o b s e rv a tio n s  sh e e ts  w ith  a  ru n n in g  lo g  o f  c h e c k lis ts  to  g a th e r  

in fo rm a tio n  fo r  th e  IE P  fo r  b o th  s e c tio n s  o f  k in d e rg a r te n e rs  (S ta f f  M e e tin g  m in u te s , 

1987 ). T h is  u se  o f  IE P s  a llo w e d  th e  te a c h e rs  to  fo c u s  o n  s tu d e n t n e ed s , b o th  in  te rm s  o f  

in d iv id u a liz e d  in s tru c tio n  a n d  g if te d  e d u c a tio n .
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G ifted  E duca tion

T h e  g if te d  e d u c a tio n  p ro g ram  b e g an  a f te r  D r. W a rre n  A lle n , c h a ir  o f  th e  

E d u c a tio n  D ep a r tm en t, re c om m en d ed  th a t th e  M S U  L ab  S c h o o l b e g in  a  p ro g ra m . T h e  

d ire c to r  w a s  re lu c ta n t  a t f irs t b e c a u se  w h a t se e m e d  lik e  a n  e lit is t  p ro g ra m  w a s  n o t 

c o m p a tib le  w ith  th e  p h ilo s o p h y  o f  e d u ca tio n  at th e  M S U  L a b  S c h o o l. T h e  d ire c to r  o f  th e  

s c h o o l d id  re s e a rc h  a n d  th e n  d e v e lo p e d  a  p h ilo s o p h y  o f  e d u c a tio n  th a t  f it  in to  th e  

s c h o o l’s p h ilo s o p h y  (W a x , 199 0). G if te d n e ss  w a s  d e sc r ib e d  a s  an  a ttr ib u te  th a t  a ll p e o p le  

h a v e . T e a c h e rs  h e lp  c h ild re n  to  se a rc h  o u t th e ir  in d iv id u a l g if te d n e ss . T h e  M S U  L ab  

S c h o o l u se d  th e  id e a  o f  m u ltip le  in te llig e n c e s  a s d e sc r ib e d  b y  H ow a rd  G a rd n e r , ra th e r  

th a n  th e  o ld e r, m o re  n a rrow  d e f in itio n  o f  in te lle c tu a l g if te d n e ss  a s  d e sc r ib e d  by  th e  

S ta n fo rd  B e n e t IQ  te s t. G a rd n e r ’s th eo ry  in c lu d e d  m o re  in tu itiv e  w a y s  to  lo o k  at 

g if te d n e s s  (E g g a n  &  K a u c h a k , 2 0 0 4 ). T h e  sev e n  ty p e s  o f  in te l l ig e n c e s  in c lu d e d  in  

G a rd n e r ’s th e o ry  a t th a t t im e  in c lu d e d  lin g u is tic s , lo g ic a l-m a th e m a tic a l, sp a tia l, m u s ic a l, 

b o d y -k in e s th e tic , in te rp e rso n a l, an d  in tra p e rso n a l in te llig e n c e s  (E g g a r  &  K a u ch a k ,

2 0 0 4 ). T h is  n e w e r , b ro a d e r  u n d e rs ta n d in g  o f  g if te d n e ss  w as c o n s is te n t  w ith  th e  M S U  L a b  

S c h o o l m is s io n  a n d  p h ilo s o p h y  o f  e d u ca tio n .

D u r in g  th e  1 9 8 4 -1 9 8 5  sch o o l y e a r  th e  s ta f f  w a s  m a n d a te d  to  in c o rp o ra te  th e  

g if te d  p ro g ra m  in to  a ll o f  th e  c la s s ro o m s . T h e  k in d e rg a r te n  a n d  firs t g ra d e s  w e re  p a r t  o f  

th is  m a n d a te . T h e  sch o o l p sy c h o lo g is t , R u sse ll H arth , and  P a tr ic ia  S w a n so n , an  M S U  

L a b  S c h o o l te a c h e r , d e v e lo p e d  a  to o l to  h e lp  id e n tify  a re a s  o f  g if te d n e ss . T h e  p a ir  

id e n tif ie d  fo u r  b e h a v io rs  th a t  th e y  h ad  d e te rm in e d  w e re  p re s e n t  in  c re a tiv e /g if te d  p e o p le . 

T h e s °  b e h a v io rs  w e re  c re a tiv ity , le a d e rsh ip , a c q u is it io n , an d  m o tiv a tio n  (C L A M ). F rom  

J a n u a ry  th ro u g h  M a rch , s tu d en ts  in  k in d e rg a r te n  th ro u g h  g ra d e  tw o  p a r t ic ip a te d  in  th e
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d e v e lo p m e n t o f  th e  C L A M : In d ic a to rs  o f  G if te d n e ss  In v e n to ry . T h e  C L A M  in s trum en t 

w as  a  se r ie s  o f  fo r ty  q u e s tio n s  th a t w e re  an sw e red , sco red , w e ig h ed  and  g rap h ed . T h e  

C L A M  w as  a dm in is te re d  th re e  tim e s  fo r  e ach  s tu d en t. T h e  s tu d en t, th e  te a c h e r , a n d  a 

p a re n t e a ch  fill o u t th e  in s trum en t to  g e t a  b e tte r  d e sc r ip tio n  o f  th e  s tu d e n t’s sk ills  (W ax , 

1990).

In  th e  1 9 8 0s  k in d e rg a r te n  te a c h e r  C o rr ig a n  m te g ra te d  g if te d  e d u c a tio n  in  th e  

k in d e rg a r te n  c la s s ro o m  b y  h a v in g  f if th  an d  s ix th  g ra d e  s tu d e n ts  h e lp  to  tra n sc r ib e  s to r ie s  

th a t th e  k in d e rg a r te n e rs  h a d  w ritte n . C o lle g e  s tu d e n ts  h e lp e d  w ith  la n g u a g e  a rts  a n d  

re a d in g  e x p e r ie n c e s . T h e s e  o ld e r  s tu d e n ts  h e lp e d  th e  k in d e rg a r te n e rs  w rite  s to rie s , 

w o rk e d  o n  p la y s , a n d  o th e r  l i te ra c y  a c tiv itie s . C o rr ig a n  d e v e lo p e d  re a d in g  p o u c h e s  b y  

m a k in g  w o rd  c a rd s  th a t  c h ild re n  c o u ld  u se  to  b u ild  s e n te n c e s  a n d  e v e n tu a lly  w r ite  s to r ie s  

w ith  th e  s e n te n c e s  th a t  th e  c h ild re n  h a d  d e v e lo p e d  fro m  th e  w o rd  card s. B o o k  B a g s , a  

ta k e -h o m e  a c tiv ity  w ith  b o o k s  a n d  a c tiv itie s , w e re  a lso  d e v e lo p e d . O th e r  m a te r ia ls  u se d  

to  e n h a n c e  th e  g if te d  p ro g ra m  in  th e  k in d e rg a r te n  p ro g ra m  w as  th e  u se  o f  a  c o m p u te r  in  

th e  c la s s ro o m  a n d  th e  u se  o f  le a rn in g  c e n te rs  fo r e n su r in g  in d iv id u a l c h o ice  an d  g ro w th  

(C . B e lle w , p e rso n a l c o m m u n ic a tio n , M a y  26. 2 0 0 8 '.

T h e  g ifted  p ro g ra m  w as  u sed  in  a  lim ite d  w ay  d u r in g  th e  sch o o l y e a r  b e c a u s e  th e  

in d iv id u a liz e d  in s tru c tio n  p ro g ra m  m e t th e  n e e d s  o f  m o s t o f  th e  s tu d en ts . S tu d e n ts  w h o  

n e e d e d  th e  g if ted  p ro g ra m  d u r in g  th e  s c h o o l y e a r  h ad  an  IE P  w ritte n  fo r  th e m . O n e  

k in d e rg a r te n e r  w a s  re a d in g  a t an  e ig h th  g ra d e  le v el. H e sp en t h a l f  an  h o u r  in  th e  th ird  

f lo o r  lib ra ry  d o in g  re s e a rc h . D u r in g  th is  t im e  h e  w as  su p e rv ised  b y  th e  lib ra r ian , K a ren  

M artin . H is  p ro je c t  w a s  a  s tu d y  o f  A u s tra lia . H e  learned, a b o u t th e  a n im a ls  an d  p la c e s  o f
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A u s tra lia . H e ev en  d rew  a  m ap  o f  A u s tra l ia  as p a rt o f  th e  re q u irem en ts  to  d em o n s tra te  

w h a t h e  h ad  le a rn ed  (C . B e llew , p e rso n a l c om m un ic a tio n , M ay  26 , 2 008 ).

K inderga rten  Summ er S ch oo l

T h e  U n iv e rs ity  L a b o ra to ry  S c h o o l ra n  a  k in d e rg a r te n  p ro g ra m  d u rin g  the  su m m e r  

sch o o l se s s io n . C h ild re n  in  th e  su m m e r p ro g ra m  fo llo w e d  a  p ro g ra m  s im ila r  to  th e  

re g u la r  sch o o l y e a r  (J. W ax , p e rso n a l c o m m u n ic a tio n , S e p te m b e r  27 , 2 0 0 7 ). D o k k e n  w a s  

in  c h a rg e  o f  th e  o r ig in a l su m m e r  k in d e rg a r te n  p ro g ra m . T h is  k in d e rg a r te n  o p e ra te d  w ith  

th e  sa m e  m e th o d s  a s th e  s tan d a rd  k in d e rg a r te n . In  o rd e r  to  q u a lify  fo r  th e  s u m m e r  sch o o l, 

c h ild re n  a p p lie d  fo r  su m m e r  sch o o l a n d  th e  f ir s t tw en ty  w e re  a c c e p te d  (J. W ax , p e rso n a l 

c o m m u n ic a tio n , S e p te m b e r  2 7 , 2 0 0 7 ).

T h e  k in d e rg a r te n  s u m m e r  p ro g ra m  w a s  a lso  u se d  a s a  la b  fo r  th e  M s . * :r  o f  

S c ie n ce  d e g re e  p ro g ra m  in  E a r ly  C h ild h o o d  E d u c a tio n  th a t  M in o t S ta te  U n iv e rs ity  

o ffe re d  a t th a t tim e . T h e  s ta f f  a t th e  M S U  L a b  S c h o o l w o rk e d  w ith  g ra d u a te  s tu d e n ts  

g ro u p e d  in  c o h o rts . T h e  g ra d u a te  s tu d e n ts  w o rk e d  in  th e  c la s s ro o m  w ith  th e  y o u n g  

c h ild re n  d u rin g  th e  m o rn in g  su m m e r  sch o o l se ss io n . T h e  a f te rn o o n s  th e n  fo c u s e d  o n  

th e o ry  a n d  m e th o d o lo g y  fo r  th e  g ra d u a te  s tu d en ts . In  th is  w a y  th e  su m m e r s c h o o l 

p ro g ra m  h e lp e d  to  e d u c a te  b o th  y o u n g  c h ild re n  a n d  g ra d u a te  s tu d e n ts  (C . B e lle w , 

p e rso n a l c o m m u n ic a tio n , M a y  2 6 , 2 0 0 8 ).

T h e  p ro g ra m  fo r  th e  g ra d u a te  s tu d e n ts  s ta r te d  w ith  a  th re e -d a y  se m in a r. A  

n a tio n -h lv -k n ow n  e x p e r t w a s  b ro u g h t in  to  le ad  th e  sem in a r . T h e n  th e  p ro fe s so rs  and  

g ra d u a te  s tu d en ts  w o u ld  im p lem en t w ha t th e  e x p e rt h a d  p re s e n te d  (C . B e llew , p e rso n a l 

c om m un ic a tio n , M ay  2,6, 2 008 ).
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T h e  s u m m e r  sch o o l p ro g ra m  fo r  th e  k in d e rg a r te n  s tu d e n ts  w as  w h e re  th e  M S U  

L a b  S c h o o l ra n  th e  p ilo t p ro g ra m  fo r th e  g if ted  p ro g ra m . T h e  c h ild re n  w h o  a tte n d e d  th e  

s u m m e r  g if te d  p ro g ra m  w e re  fro m  all o v e r  th e  sta te . E v e n tu a lly  th e  g if te d  p ro g ra m  w as  

a d d e d  to  th e  o th e r  p ro g ra m s  u sed  a t th e  M S U  L ab  S c h o o l. (C . B e lle w , p e rso n a l 

c o m m u n ic a tio n , M ay  26 , 2 00 8 ).

P a re n ts  an d  s tu d en ts  w e re  tre a te d  in  th e  s a m e  w a y  d u rin g  th e  s u m m e r  s e s s io n  as 

th e y  w e re  d u r in g  th e  re g u la r  sch o o l y ear . P a re n ts  an d  c h ild re n  w e re  in v o lv e d  in  p la n n in g  

fo r  th e  su m m e r  se ss io n . E a c h  c h ild  h ad  a n  IE P  th a t lis te d  w h a t to p ic s  th e y  w a n te d  to  

le a rn , w h a t th e  re su lts  w o u ld  lo o k  lik e , an d  h o w  th e  c h ild re n  w o u ld  s h o w  w h a t th e y  

le a rn e d  (C . B e lle w , p e rso n a l c o m m u n ic a tio n , M a y  2 6 , 2 0 0 8 ).

T h e  s c h e d u le  fo r th e  k in d e rg a r te n  p o rtio n  o f  th e  su m m e r  s c h o o l in c lu d e d  a  g ro u p  

le a rn in g  tim e  w h e n  th e  k in d e rg a r te n e rs  h a d  a  le sso n . T h is  w a s  o n e  w a y  th e  p ro fe s so rs  

a n d  g ra d u a te  s tu d e n ts  c o u ld  d e m o n s tra te  te a c h in g  a  le s so n . T h e n  th e re  w e re  in d iv id u a l 

w o rk  tim e s  w h e re  th e  k in d e rg a r te n  s tu d e n ts  w o u ld  w o rk  o n  p ro je c ts  th a t  m a tc h e d  th e ir  

lE P s . P ro fe s s o rs  fro m  th e  c o lle g e  w o u ld  c o m e  o v e r  to  th e  k in d e rg a r te n  to  w o rk  w ith  th e  

c h ild re n . A  m a th  p ro fe s so r  c am e  to  th e  schoo l to  h e lp  o n e  s tu d en t w h o  w a s  w o rk in g  on  

te n th -g ra d e  m a th  sk ills  (C . B e llew , p e rso n a l c om m un ic a tio n , M ay  26 , 2 008 ).

A t th e  e n d  o f  e ach  sum m e r  se ss io n  th e re  w o u ld  b e  a  ta le n t sh ow . S e c tio n s  o f  th e  

sh o w  in c lu d e d  a r t an d  p h y s ic a l e d u c a tio n . C h ild re n  w o u ld  d isp la y  f in ish e d  p ro je c ts  o r 

d e m o n s tra te  th e ir  n e w  sk ills  in  so m e  w ay . A rt sh ow s  w e re  a  c om m on  a c tiv ity  and  

p h y s ic a l e d u c a tio n  c o u ld  in c lu d e  a c tiv itie s  such  a s  a  d a n c e  d em o n s tra t io n  (C . B e llew , 

p e rso n a l c om m un ic a tio n , M ay  26 , 2 0 08 ).



Env ironm en ta l P layg. ound

T h e  e n v iro n m e n ta l p la y g ro u n d  w a s  a  re la tiv e ly  sm a ll p ro je c t. T h e  id e a  w a s  to  

c re a te  an  o u ts id e  a re a  th a t u sed  lo g s , re c y c le d  tire s , an d  o th e r  m a te r ia ls  to  b u ild  s tru c tu re s  

fo r  p la y  and  c l im b in g  (J. W ax , p e rso n a l c o m m u n ic a tio n , S e p te m b e r, 27 , 2 0 0 7 ) . A long  

w ith  th e  c lim b in g  s tru c tu re , th e re  w as  a  s an d b ox  fo r  d ig g in g , b u ild in g  and  o th e r  le a rn in g  

a c tiv itie s . (C . B e llew , p e rso n a l c om m un ic a tio n , M ay  26 , 2 008 ). S a fe ty  and  s tu d e n t 

o p in io n  w e re  c o n s id e re d  d u r in g  th e  c o n s tru c tio n  o f  th e  p la y g ro u n d . D u rin g  a  s ta f f  

m e e tin g  it w as  d e c id e d  to  a sk  th e  s tu d e n ts  a b o u t so m e  o f  th e  p a r tic u la rs  b e in g  c o n s id e re d  

fo r  th e  p la y g ro u n d  (O c to b e r  6, 1975 , S ta f f  M e e tin g  M in u te s , 1975). A lth o u g h  th e  

p la y g ro u n d  w as  sm a ll a n d  u n fe n c ed , it w a s  d e sc r ib e d  a s “ e x c e lle n t” b e c a u se  th e  “c re a tiv e  

p la y  e q u ipm en t”  a llow ed  s tu d en ts  to  e f fe c tiv e ly  u se  th e  sp ace  a v a ila b le  (M in o t S ta te  

C o lle g e  C am p u s  L a b o ra to ry  S ch o o l S e lf-  S tu d y  1 9 7 6 -1 9 7 7 , 1976 , p. 2 4 2).

E xpand in g  the E a rly  C h ild hood  P rogram

O ne  fin a l p ro je c t th a t  th e  k in d e rg a r te n  p ro g ra m  w as  in v o lv e d  w ith  w a s  to  b e g in  to  

s tu d y  th e  p o s s ib il i ty  o f  e x p a n d in g  th e  e a r ly  c h ild h o o d  p ro g ram . T h is  id ea  w a s  f irs t 

m e n tio n e d  in  1985.

B a rb a ra  B ro w n , a  p r im a ry  le v e l te a c h e r , a n d  C a ro l C o rr ig a n  B e lle w , th e  

k in d e rg a r te n  te a c h e r , w e re  a s s ig n e d  to  an  E a rly  C h ild h o o d  C o m m itte e . T h e  f ir s t  re p o r t o f  

th e  E a rly  C h ild h o o d  C o m m itte e  m e n tio n e d  fo u r  m a in  g o a ls  (E a rly  C h ild h o o d  R e p o r t, 

198 5 ). T h e  f irs t g o a l w a s  to  fo l lo w  th e  le g is la tiv e  e a r ly  c h ild h o o d  d a y  c a re  l ic e n s in g  b ills . 

T h e  sec o n d  g oa l w a s  to  d e v e lo p  id e a s  fo r  a  n e w  e a r ly  c h ild h o o d  cen te r . T h is  s tru c tu re  

w a s  to  be  an e ig h t-s id e d  b u ild in g  w ith  a  c en tra l a re a  h o u s in g  a  c en tra l p la y  a re a  w ith  a 

s e r ie s  o f  ten  ro o m s  a ro u n d  th e  p e r im e te r . T h e  th ird  g o a l w a s  to  d e c id e  w h a t e d u c a tio n a l
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p ro g ra m s  w e re  to  b e  a d d e d  to  th e  u n iv e r s i ty ’s o ffe r in g s . T h ese  p ro g ra m s  in c lu d e d  th e  

fo llo w in g : in fa n t s tim u la tio n , p re n a ta l c la s s e s , la n g u a g e  d e v e lo p m e n t, n u rs e ry  sch o o l, 

p re -k in d e rg a r te n , k in d e rg a r te n  d a y  ca re , an d  a n  a f te r  sch o o l p ro g ra m . T h e  f in a l g o a l w as  

to  d e v e lo p  e d u c a tio n a l s e rv ic e s  su ch  as p a re n t  w o rk sh o p s , te a c h e r  t ra in in g - s ta f f  

d e v e lo p m e n t, a n d  a  g ra n d p a re n t-s e n io r  c it iz e n s  p ro g ra m .

D u rin g  th e  1 9 8 6 -1 9 8 7  sch o o l y e a r , th e  M S U  L ab  S ch o o l e a r ly  c h ild h o o d  

c o m m itte e  m a d e  fo u r  re c o m m e n d a tio n s  ( S ta f f  M e e tin g  M in u te s , 1987'). T h e  f irs t 

re c o m m e n d a tio n  w a s  to  re v ie w  e a r ly  c h ild h o o d  c o u rse s  a t o th e r  u n iv e rs it ie s  to  c o m p a re  

p ro g ra m s . T h e  se c o n d  re c o m m e n d a tio n  th e  c o m m itte e  m ad e  w a s  th a t th e  e a r ly  c h ild h o o d  

p ro g ra m  an d  th e  c la s se s  a t th e  M SL T L ab  S c h o o l sh o u ld  be  re v a m p e d . A  th ird  

re c om m en d a tio n  w a s  th a t  th e  M S U  L a b  S c h o o l s ta r t a  la tc h k e y  p ro g ra m  fo r  s tu d e n ts  w h o  

w o u ld  o th e rw ise  b e  h o m e  a lo n e  a f te r  sch o o l. A  fin a l re c om m en d a tio n  from  th e  

c om m itte e  w as  to  p ro p o se  a  s e r ie s  o f  p a re n t w o rk sh o p s  d u rin g  th e  1 9 8 8 -1 9 8 9  sch o o l 

year . T h e se  w o rk sh o p s  w o u ld  b e  sch ed u led  a t re g u la r  in te rv a ls  a n d  c o v e r  a  v a r ie ty  o f  

to p ic s . T h e re  w a s  no  in d ic a tio n  in  th e  w r it te n  r e c o rd  th a t any  o f  th e se  su g g e s tio n s  w e re  

c a rried  o u t in  th e  la s t tw o  y e a rs  o f  th e  s c h o o l’s o p e ra tio n .

A p p a ren tly  th e  e a r ly  c h ild h o o d  p ro g ram  w a s  p u t o n  h o ld  a f te r  th e  sp r in g  o f  1988 

b e cau se  it w as  n o t m en tio n ed  d u r in g  th e  1 9 8 8 -1 9 8 9  schoo l y ea r. B y  la te  1989  no  

m en tio n  o f  th e  e x te n d ed  e a r ly  c h ild h o o d  p ro g ram  ap p ea red  in  th e  d o cum en ts . T h is  c o u ld  

b e  c au sed  b y  sev e ra l p o s s ib le  re a so n s . D u r in g  th e  1988 -1 989  schoo l y e a r  S u sa n  G o d se ll 

w a s  th e  n e w  lo n g - te rm  s u b s titu te  k in d e rg a r te n  te a c h e r , re p la c in g  C aro l (C o rr ig a n )  B e lle w  

w h o  w a s  on  m a te rn ity  le av e . B e lle w  re s ig n e d  th a t  sp rin g  an d  a  n e w  k in d e rg a r te n  

in s tru c to r , L o is  B u rn e s , w a s  h ire d  fo r  th e  19 8 9  -1 9 9 0  sch o o l y e a r . T h is  c h a n g e  in  a  k e y
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p o s it io n  m ig h t h a v e  re q u ire d  th a t th e  e x p a n s io n  p la n s  b e  p u t o n  h o ld  u n til  th e  n e w  

p e rso n n e l w as  a b le  to  re v ie w  th e  in fo rm a tio i a n d  b e  p re p a re d  to  b e  p a r t  o f  th e  d isc u ss io n . 

T h e re  w a s  a lso  th e  d if f ic u lt  re la tio n sh ip  b e tw e e n  th e  u n iv e rs ity  a n d  M S U  L a b  S ch o o l 

s ta ff, m a k in g  w o rk in g  to g e th e r  a n d  g e ttin g  in te r - in s titu tio n a l su p p o rt d iff icu lt. T h is  

re la tio n s h ip  w a s  m e n tio n e d  in  th e  s ta f f  m e e t in g  m in u te s  p e r io d ic a lly  th ro u g h o u t th e  

y e a rs . N o t  a ll m e m b e rs  o f  th e  e d u c a tio n  d e p a r tm e n t b e lie v e d  in  th e  m is s io n  o f  an y  

la b o ra to ry  sch o o l an d  in  p a r tic u la r , th e  M S U  L ab  S c h o o l (J. W ax  , p e rso n a l 

c o m m u n ic a tio n , S e p te m b e r  2 7 , 2 0 0 7 ). A  fin a l su p p o rtin g  c au se  fo r  th e  e a r ly  c h ild h o o d  

e x p an s io n  p ro g ram  to  be  ig n o red  w as  th e  im p en d in g  c lo su re  o f  th e  sch o o l. T h e  M S U  L ab  

S c h o o l w a s  a  lin e  ite m  in  th e  M in o t S ta te  U n iv e rs ity  b u d g e t. W h e n  c u ttin g  th e  b u d g e t 

b e c a m e  im p e ra tiv e , th e  U n iv e rs ity  d e c id e d , w ith  p e rm is s io n  o f  th e  s ta te  le g is la tu re , to  

c lo se  th e  sch o o l a n d  u se  th o se  m o n ie s  fo r  o th e r  p ro g ra m s  a t M S U .

T h e  la s t y e a r  o f  th e  k in d e rg a r te n  w a s  th e  1 9 8 9 -1 9 9 0  sch o o l y ea r. L o is  B u m e s  

w a s  h ire d  a f te r  C o rr ig a n  re s ig n e d  (“ S tu d e n t/  P a re n t D ire c to ry ,”  1 9 8 9 /9 0 ). T h e re  is li ttle  in  

th e  re c o rd  c o n c e rn in g  n ew  p ro g ra m s  a s  th e  d ire c to r  w a s  m a d e  a w a re  d u r in g  th e  fa ll te rm  

th a t  th e  sch o o l w o u ld  b e  c lo s in g .

F ig u re  1. T im e lin e  o f  M a jo r  E v e n ts  a t M S U  L ab  S ch o o l

B e g in n in g  in  th e  fa ll of:

- 1 9 6 9 -

K in d e rg a r te n  p ro g ram  s ta r te d

L. D o k  ten  a s s ig n e d  to  k in d e rg a r te n

F irs t  g ra d e  p ro g ra m  im p le m e n te d  in d iv id u a liz e d  in s tru c tio n  

P. S w a n so n  a ss ig n e d  to  g ra d e  1

— 1 9 7 0 -

S c h o o l re m o d e le d  fo r  in d iv id u a liz e d  e d u c a tio n
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F ig u re  1. c o n t. T im e lin e  o f  M a jo r  E v e n ts  a t M S U  L a b  S ch o o l

— 1971—

F ir s t  n a r ra tiv e  re p o rts  d e v e lo p e d  

M in i- la b s  b e g an

— 19 72 —

— 1973—

M a in s tre a m in g  p ro je c t im p le m e n te d  in  g ra d e s  1 -  3 

—  1974 —

C o ’o p e ra tio n  e n u n c ia te d  as p a r t  o f  e d u c a tio n a l p h ilo so p h y  

F a m ily  g ro u p in g  im p le m e n te d  in  g ra d e s  3 - 6  

M in i- la b s  re o rg a n iz e d  to  su p p o rt S c ie n c e  a n d  S o c ia l S tu d ie s  

c u rr ic u lu m

- 1 9 7 5 -

M a in s tre a m in g  p ro je c t m o v e d  to  u p p e r  g ra d e s  

- 1 9 7 6 -

C a m p u s  S c h o o l se lf -s tu d y  

E n v iro n m e n ta l  p la y g ro u n d  is  im p le m e n te d

— 19 77 —

— 1978—

C h a n g e  in  s c h o o l e n tra n c e  ag e

— 19 79 —

N C A  se lf -s tu d y

A rm s tro n g  re p la c e s  S w a n so n  in  g ra d e  1

— 19 80 —

C o rr ig a n  re p la c e d  D o k k e n  in  k in d e rg a r te n  

H ea r in g  im p a irm en t p ro je c t  

C om p u te r  cen te ; a d d ed  to  lib ra ry

— 1981—

— 1982—

G rad e  1 and  2 ad d ed  to  fam ily  g ro u p in g  p ra c tic e

E v id e n c e  o f  c om p u te rs  in  e v e ry  c la s s ro om

B row n  jo in s  A rm s tro n g  to  c re a te  p r im a ry  te a c h in g  te am
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F ig u re  1. co n t. T im e lin e  o f  M a jo r  E v e n ts  a t M S U  L a b  S ch o o l

- 1 9 8 3 -

A rtic u la tio n  o f  e d u c a tio n a l c om m itm en ts  

— 1984—

G ifte d  p ro g ram  im p lem en te d  s ch o o l-w id e  

F ir s t  in d iv id u a l e d u c a tio n  p la n s  in s titu te d

— 1 9 8 5 -

P la n s  b eg in  to  ex p an d  e a r ly  c h ild h o o d  p ro g ram

— 1986—

S h a w  re p la c e s  B ro w n  o n  p r im a ry  .earn  

— 19 8 7 —

F re d e r ic k s o n  re p la c e s  S h a w  o n  p r im a ry  te am  

— 198 8—

G o d se ll lo n g -te rm  su b s titu te  fo r C o rr ig a n  

C o rr ig a n  re s ig n s

— 198 9—

B u m e s  re p la c e s  C o rr ig a n  in  k in d e rg a r te n  

- 1 9 9 0 -

S ch o o l c lo se d  in sp rin g

A  T yp ica l D ay  in K indergarten

C o rrig a n  w a s  th e  k in d e rg a r te n  te a c h e r  f ro m  1980  th ro u g h  1988. S h e  u se d  p la y  

an d  le a rn in g  c e n te rs  as th e  b a s is  fo r  h e r  p ro g ra m . T h e  m o rn in g  s e s s io n  ra n  fro m  8 :45 

u n til  11 :15  w ith  th e  K - l  p ro g ra m . T h e  a f te rn o o n  s e s s io n  ra n  fro m  1 2 :3 0 -3 :0 0  p .m . T h e  

o rg a n iz a tio n  o f  th e  tw o  se s s io n s  w a s  b a s ic a lly  th e  sam e . T h e  d iffe re n c e s  w e re  b a s e d  c n  

c o n te n t  a n d  s tu d e n ts ’ n e e d s . T h e re  w e re  tw o  se p a ra te  c u rr ic u lu m s  fo r  th e  tw o  

k in d e rg a r te n s . T h e  c u rr ic u lu m  fo r  K -2  w a s  a  c o n tin u a tio n  o f  th e  K - l  c u rr ic u lu m ; it
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in c lu d e d  m o re  la n g u a g e  a rts , w r itin g , p h o n ic s , a n d  c h o ra l o r  e ch o  re a d in g  (C . B e lle w , 

p e rso n a l c o m m u n ic a tio n , M a y  2 6 , 2 0 0 8 ).

T h e  d a y  b e g a n  w ith  th e  s tu d e n ts  ta k in g  c a re  o f  th e ir  c o a ts , b o o ts , an d  o th e r ite m s  

b ro u g h t to  sch o o l. T h e y  c h e c k e d  th e ir  c u b b ie s  a n d  th e n  sp en t tim e  a t th e  c e n te r  o f  th e ir  

c h o ice . A fte r  th e  b e ll ran g , th e y  b eg an  o p e n in g  e x e rc is e s ; th is  w o u ld  ta k e  a b o u t 15 

m in u te s . T h e  c h ild re n  w o u ld  ta k e  a t te n d an c e  b y  f l ip p in g  o v e r  th e ir  ow n  n am e  cards.

T h en  th ey  w o u ld  do  som e  a c a d em ic  w o rk . K - l  m ig h t w o rk  on  le a rn in g  th e ir  co lo rs , 

sh ap e s , o r  le tte r  n am es . T h e  c h ild re n  in  K -2  w o u ld  w o rk  on  m o re  a d v an c ed  sk ills  

in c lu d in g , p h o n ic s , s ig h t w o rd s , o r  o th e r  r e a d in g  sk ills . U su a lly  th e re  w as  som e  k in d  o f  

c o n c re te  to o l to  te a c h  th e  sk ill , su ch  a s a  p u p p e t o r  a  g am e . T h e  a c tiv itie s  w e re  d e s ig n ed  

so th a t  c h ild ren  co u ld  p a r tic ip a te  and  m o v e  abou t.

A fte r  th e  o p en in g  e x e rc is e s , th e  c h ild re n  w o u ld  h av e  a  le a rn in g  a c tiv ity . B o th  

k in d e rg a r te n s  h a d  a  th em e  th a t  th ey  w e re  s tu d y in g . T h e  th em e  co u ld  la s t f rom  one  to  

th re e  w eek s . T h e  th em es  w e re  d if fe re n t fo r  e a ch  k in d e rg a r te n . T h e re  w e re  sev e ra l re a so n s  

fo r  th is . F ir s t,  it  in su red  th a t  th e  c u rr ic u lum  w a s  e x p an d in g  as th e  c h ild re n  b e c am e  m o re  

p ro f ic ie n t. T h e  se co n d  re a so n  w a s  th a t m a n y  c h ild re n  h ad  y o u n g e r  s ib lin g s  and  C o rr ig an  

w an ted  to  m ak e  su re  th a t th e y  h a d  d if fe re n t e x p e r ie n c e s  a t s ch o o l. T h e  la s t re a so n  fo r  

d if fe re n t th em e s  w a s  th a t th e  th em e s  w e re  c h o se n  b a se d  o n  s tu d en t in te re s ts .

A fte r  th is  in s tru c tio n a l a c tiv ity , th e  s tu d en ts  w o u ld  go  to  th e ir  ta b le s  a n d  be  

in v o lv e d  in  som e  k in d  o f  w h o le  c la s s  a c tiv ity , c ra f t, o r  a rt th a t  w a s  re la ted  to  the  th em e . 

T h en  th e y  w ou ld  m ov e  o n  to  c e n te r  tim e  w h e n  th e y  f in ish e d  th e  a c tiv ity . T h e  c h ild ren  

w h o  w e re  in v o lv ed  in  th e  a c t iv i ty  c o u ld  c h o o se  to  c o n tin u e  w ith  th e  a c tiv ity  u n til th ey  

h a d  fin ish ed  (C . B e llew , p e rso n a l c o m m un ic a tio n , M ay  26 , 2 008 ).

61



C e n te r  t im e  la s te d  a b o u t tw e n ty  m in u te s . S o m e  o f  th e  c e n te rs  in c lu d e d  a  W e n d y  

H ou se  (p la y h o u se ) , b lo ck s , c om pu te r , and  c o o k in g  o r  s to re  c en te rs . M ond ay  th ro u g h  

T hu rsd ay  th e  s tu d en ts  w o rk ed  a t a s s ig n ed  c en te rs . F r id ay  th e  c h ild ren  w e re  a llow ed  to  

c h o o se  th e  c en te r  w h e re  th ey  w an ted  to  w o rk . T he  k in d e rg a r te n  ro om  w as  la rg e  en o u g h  

to  h av e  five  p e rm an en t c en te rs . T h e  c e n te rs  w e re  c h an g ed  e v e ry  tw o  w eek s  to  e n co u rag e  

le a rn in g . O ne o f  th e  c en te rs  w o u ld  m a tc h  th e  le a rn in g  th em e  fo r  th e  w eek . N o t  a ll 

m a te r ia ls  w e re  p a r t  o f  fo rm a l c en te rs ; s im p le  m a te r ia ls , lik e  p u z z le s , b oo k s , o r  m a rk e rs  

co u ld  be  ta k en  o u t  o f  s to rag e . T h is  w ay  th e re  c o u ld  b e  a s  m any  a s te n  d if fe re n t a c tiv itie s  

h a p p en in g  in  th e  ro om  at a n y  o n e  tim e  (C . B e llew , p e rso n a l c om m un ic a tio n , M ay  26 , 

2 008 ).

D u rin g  c e n te r  tim e  c h ild re n  w o rk e d  o n  so c ia l, p h y s ic a l, o r  a c a d em ic  sk ills . M o s t 

a c tiv itie s  w e re  c o n c re te  o r  in v o lv e d  m an ip u la tiv e s . N o  w o rk b o o k s  w e re  u sed . I t w as  

d u rin g  th is  t im e  th a t  C o rr ig a n  w o u ld  w o rk  w ith  in d iv id u a l s tu d e n ts  to  re v ie w  o r  p ra c tic e  

th e  sk ill th a t c h ild  w a s  le a rn in g  a t th a t c e n te r . I f  c h ild re n  n e e d e d  spec ia l h e lp  w ith  a  

su b je c t, C o rr ig a n  c o u ld  p u ll  th e m  a s id e  an d  w o rk  o n  th a t sp ec if ic  n eed . T h is  t im e  w a s  fo r  

s lo w e r  d e v e lo p in g  c h ild re n  a s w e ll th e  m o re  g if te d  s tu d e n ts . In d iv id u a l te a c h in g  w as  

o f te n  d o n e  s im p ly  a n d  q u ic k ly  so  th a t th e  te a c h e r  c o u ld  m o v e  o n  to  h e lp  th e  n e x t c h ild  as 

w e ll  a s a llo w in g  th e  c h ild re n  n o t to  b e  d is tu rb e d  fro m  th e  w o rk  th e y  w e re  d o in g . O th e r  

tim e s  th e  te a c h e r  m ig h t ta k e  th e  w h o le  2 0  m in u te s  w ith  o n e  s tu d en t. F o r  e x a m p le , i f  a  

s tu d e n t w as  a lre a d y  re a d in g , th e n  th e  c h ild  m ig h t g e t a n  in d iv id u a l re a d in g  le s so n  (C . 

B e lle w , p e rso n a l c o m m u n ic a tio n , M a y  2 6 , 2 0 0 8 ).

C h ild re n  w e re  g iv e n  sp a c e  to  le a rn  an d  in te ra c t w ith  o n e  a n o th e r  a s  w e ll  as h a v e  

tim e  to  th e m se lv e s . T h e  k in d e rg a r te n  ro o m  h a d  a  la rg e  h o m e m a d e  cu b e  w ith  h o le s  o n  th e
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to p  a n d  s.’des. C h ild re n  c o u ld  c lim b  in to  o r  o n  th e  cu b e . It w as  n o t u n u su a l to  f in d  a  

s tu d e n t in  n e ed  o f  p r iv a te  t im e  in s id e  th e  c u b e  (C . B e lle w , p e rso n a l c o m m u n ic a tio n , M a y  

26 . 2 0 0 8 ).

M a th  tim e  w as  n ex t. T h e  K - l  g ro u p  s ta rte d  w ith  ten  m in u te s  o f  m a th  tim e  a n d  

w o u ld  s lo w ly  w o rk  u p  to  15 o r  tw e n ty  m in u te s ; K -2  w o u ld  b e  a b le  to  w o rk  u p  to  th ir ty  

m in u te s . T h e  sk ills  d if fe re d  w ith  th e  ag e  o f  th e  c h ild re n . L ik e  th e  la n g u a g e  a rts  sk ills , 

m a th  sk ills  and  re q u ire m e n ts  w e re  s im p le r  fo r K - l .  In d iv id u a l w o rk  w ith  c h ild re n  w a s  

d o n e  d u rin g  c e n te r  tim e  (C . B e l le w  p e rso n a l c o m m u n ic a tio n , M a y  2 6 , 2 0 0 8 ).

A fte r  m a th  tim e  w a s  sn a c k  tim e . T h e  p a re n ts  w o u ld  d o n a te  m on ey  fo r  s n a c k s  and  

C o rr ig a n  w o u ld  b u y  sn ack s  th a t  c o r r e s p o n d e d  to  th e  th em e . D u r in g  th is  t im e  c h ild re n  h ad  

sp e c if ic  jo b s  to  d o  fo r  g e ttin g  sn a c k  re ad y . S o m e  w o u ld  go  to  th e  sch o o l re f r ig e ra to rs  to  

g e t m ilk , so m e  h a n d e d  o u t n a p k in s  o r sn ac k . C h ild re n  w e re  ta u g h t to  b e  re s p o n s ib le  fo r  

th e ir  jo b  w ith o u t te a c h e r  in te r fe re n c e  (C . B e lle w , p e rso n a l c o m m u n ic a tio n , M a y  2 6 , 

2 0 0 8 ).

S to ry  tim e  w a s  a f te r  sn ac k . A fte r  l is te n in g  to  th e  s to ry , c h ild re n  w o u ld  b e  

in v o lv ed  in  som e  k in d  o f  a c tiv ity . T h ey  m ig h t w rite  a  le tte r  to  th e  w rite r , m ak e  a  l is t  o f  

n ew  w o rd s , do  a  g rap h ic  o rg a n iz e r , o r  o th e r  la n g u ag e  e x p e r ie n c e  a c tiv ity  (C . B e llew , 

p e rso n a l c om m un ic a tio n , M ay  2 6 , 2 008 ).

M ond ay  th ro u g h  T h u rsd a y  c h ild re n  w o u ld  h av e  m u s ic  o r  p h y s ic a l e d u c a tio n  

c la ss . B o th  c la s se s  m e t tw o  tim e s  each  w eek . F r id ay  w a s  th e  o n e  d ay  a  w e ek  c h ild re n  

w e re  sch ed u led  to  go  o u ts id e  fo r  f re e  p la y . T h e re  w e re  a lso  o th e r  o c c a s io n s  w h e n  th e  

c h ild re n  w o u ld  go  o u ts id e . I f  th e  w e a th e r  w a s  p le a s a n t  o r  i f  th e re  w a s  an  o u ts id e  a c tiv ity
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th a t re la te d  to  th e  w e e k ly  th e m e  th e  c h ild re n  m ig h t g o  o u ts id e  (C . B e lle w , p e rso n a l 

c o m m u n ic a tio n , M ay  26 , 2 0 0 8 ).

T h e  fin a l e x p e r ie n c e  o f  th e  d ay  w as  a  re c a p  o f  th e  e v e n ts  o f  th e  d ay . T h is  e v e n t 

s ta r te d  b y  w ritin g  a  la n g u a g e  e x p e r ie n c e  ch a r t to g e th e r  th a t in c lu d e d  th e  d a te  a n d  th e  

w e a th e r. T h e n  th e  c h ild re n  w o u ld  w rite  a b o u t w h a t o th e r  im p o r ta n t e v e n ts  h a d  h a p p e n e d  

th a t da y . C o rr ig a n  tr ie d  to  in c lu d e  th e  c h ild re n ’s n a m e s  an d  o th e r  p e rso n a l 

a c c o m p lis h m e n ts  so  th a t th e  s tu d e n ts  w o u ld  b eg in  to  re c o g n iz e  th e ir  n a m e s  a s  w e ll  th e  

n a m e s  o f  th e ir  c la s s m a te s . T h e y  w o u ld  re ad  th e  c h a r t to g e th e r , s in g  a  g o o d -b y e  so n g , an d  

ge t re a d y  to  go  h o m e . T h e  c h a r t w as  im m e d ia te ly  d isp la y e d  in  th e  h a ll so th a t p a re n ts  

c o u ld  re a d  a b o u t th e  e v e n ts  o f  th e  day , a s w e ll. C o rr ig a n  c h o se  to  d o  th e  c h a r t  a t  th e  end  

o f  th e  d a y  to  h e lp  c h ild re n  re m e m b e r  w h a t h ad  h a p p e n e d  so  th a t th e y  c o u ld  m o re  eas ily  

re m e m b e r  an d  te ll  th e i r  p a re n ts  a b o u t th e ir  d a y  (C . B e lle w , p e rso n a l c o m m u n ic a tio n ,

M a y  2 6 , 2 0 0 8 ).

F irs t  G ra d e  P ro g ra m  

The B eg inn ings

T h e  f irs t g ra d e  p ro g ra m  a t th e  M S U  L ab  S c h o o l w as  s e lf -c o n ta in e d  a t th e  

b e g in n in g  o f  its  e x is te n c e . L o la  D o k k e n  w as  th e  f ir s t g ra d e  te a c h e r  u n til sh e  w a s  a sk e d  

to  b e g in  th e  k in d e rg a r te n  p ro g ra m  in  1969. T h e n  P a tr ic ia  S w a n so n  b e c a m e  th e  f ir s t  g ra d e  

te a c h e r , a  p o s itio n  sh e  h e ld  u n til th e  sp rin g  o f  1979  (P . S w a n so n , p e rso n a l 

c o m m u n ic a tio n , O c to b e r  1 ,2 0 0 7 ) .

In d iv id u a liz in g  a n d  th e  b e g in n in g s  o f  fa m ily  g ro u p in g  w e re  s u p p o r te d  b y  th e  

c h a n g e s  in  th e  p h y s ic a l d e s ig n  o f  th e  sch o o l. D u r in g  th e  su m m e r o f  19 70 , th e  n o r th  s id e  

o f  th e  s ec o n d  a n d  th ird  f lo o rs  w a s  re m o d e le d . T h e  w a lls  w e re  re m o v e d  a n d  n e w  s in k s ,
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s to ra g e  a re a s , c a rp e tin g  an d  c u p b o a rd s  w e re  in s ta lle d  (G rim e s  a n d  T ru d e a u , 197 8). T h e  

firs t g ra d e  w as  o n  th e  n o r th w e s t c o m e r  o f  the  sec o n d  flo o r. T h e  se c o n d  an d  th ird  g ra d e s  

w e re  a lso  lo ca ted  o n  th e  sec o n d  flo o r. T h is  la rg e  o p e n  c o n f ig u ra tio n  p ro v id e d  e n o u g h  

f le x ib ili ty  fo r  c e n te rs , m in i- la b s  an d , m u lti-a g e  g ro u p s  to  w o rk . S w a n so n  sp en t th e  firs t 

y e a rs  in th e  n e w  sp ac e  d e v e lo p in g  th e  in d iv id u a liz e d  in s tru c tio n  p ro g ra m  (P . S w a n so n , 

p e rso n a l in te rv ie w , O c t. 1, 2 00 7 ).

F ig u re  2. L is t o f  S ta f f  M e m b e rs  M e n tio n e d  in  S tu d y .

W a rre n  A llen , C h a ir-  D ep a r tm en t o f  E d u c a tio n  1969  - 1987

M a r ly s  A rm s tro n g , 1st g ra d e  and  p r im a ry  (1 -2 ) te am , 1979 - 1990

B a rb a ia  Browm , p r im a ry  (1 -2 ) te am , 1982 - 1986

L o is  B um e s , k in d e rg a r te n , 1989  - 1990

C a ro l C o rr ig an  B e llew , k in d e rg a r te n , 1980 - 1988

L o la  D okken , k in d e rg a r te n , 1969  - 1980

B a rb a ra  F red r ick so n , p r im a ry  (g rad e  1 -2 ) te am , 1987  -  1990

S u s a n  G o d se ll , k in d e rg a r te n  su b s titu te , 1 9 8 8 -1 9 8 9

R u sse ll  H arth , s ch o o l p sy c h o lo g is t  1983 - 1990

R ic  H o v d a , p r im a ry  (g rad e  3 ) te am  1972  -  1975

K a ren  M artin , l ib ra r ian  1969  - 1990

B re n d a  S h aw , p r im a ry  (g ra d e  1-2) te a m , 1986 -  1987

S a n d ra  S tarr, m u s ic  te a c h e r  1969  - 1990

P a tr ic ia  S w a n so n , l sl g ra d e , 1969  - 1980

J o se p h  W ax , D ire c to r  1969  - 1990__________________________

Ch ild ren  w ith  D isab ilitie s  P rogram

In  1973, th e  M S U  L a b  S cho o l s ta r te d  a  m a in s tre a m in g  p ro g ra m  in  g ra d e s  1-6 

(“ S ta f f  m e e tin g  m in u te s ,”  1973). R a lp h  C h a r le y , a  sp ec ia l e d u c a to r , w a s  h ire d  to  w o rk  

w ith  a  g ro u p  o f  sp e c ia l e d u c a tio n  s tu d e n ts . T h e re  w e re  10 -15  E d u c a b le  M e n ta lly  

F la n d ic a p p e d  (E M H ) s tu d en ts  in th e  p ro g ram . T h e  M S U  L a b  S c h o o l s ta f f  d id  n o t label 

s tu d e n ts  b y  c la s s  so  th e re  w a s  so m e  d is c u s s io n  o f  h o w  to  re fe r  to  C h a r le y ’s s tu d e n ts . T h e  

f in a l d e c is io n  w as  to  u se  th e  te a c h e r s ’ la s t n a m e s  to  id e n tify  g ro u p s  (S ta f f  M e e tin g  

M in u te s , 1974).
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In th e  fa ll o f  1973 th e se  c h ild re n  w e re  d iv id e d  b e tw e e n  C h a r le y  (sp e c ia l 

e d u c a tio n ) , P a tr ic ia  S w a n so n  (g rad e  1/ p r im a ry )  a n d  M a r jo r ie  O lso n  (g rad e  2 / p r im a ry )  

o n  th e  sec o n d  f lo o r  o f  th e  M S U  L ab  S c h o o l a n d  R ic  H ov d a  (g rad e  3 / p r im a ry )  on  th e  

th ird  flo o r. E ach  o f  th e  th re e  p r im a ry  te a c h e rs  h ad  fo u r  ch ild ren  w ith  d is a b ili t ie s  a lo n g  

w ith  21 typ ica l s tu d en ts . M r. C h a rley , th e  sp ec ia l e d u ca tio n  sp ec ia lis t, h ad  th re e  e a c h  

from  g rad e  on e , g rad e  tw o , g rad e  th re e  and  th re e  s tu d en ts  w ith  d is a b ili t ie s  fo r  a  to ta l o f  

tw e lv e  s tu d en ts . T he  s tu d en ts  w ith  d is a b ili t ie s  w e re  p la c ed  in  th e  p r im a ry  g rad e s  b e c a u se  

i f  w a s  fe lt  th a t th e se  c h ild re n  w e re  an  a p p ro p r ia te  p e e r  g ro u p  fo r  th em .

T he  f ir s t  y e a r  th e  m a in s tre am in g  p ro je c t w a s  n o t  a s su cc e ss fu l as th e  s ta f f  h ad  

h o p ed ; a  la rg e  am oun t o f  t im e  w as  sp en t d e a lin g  w ith  in a p p ro p ria te  b e h a v io r  and  

a t tem p tin g  to  m a in ta in  an  a p p ro p ria te  le a rn in g  e n v iro nm en t (S w a n so n , p e rso n a l 

in te rv ie w , O c to b e r  1 .2 0 0 7 ) .  S tu d e n ts  d id  n o t m a k e  th e  k in d  o f  a c a d e m ic  p ro g re s s  the  

te a c h e rs  h a d  e x p e c te d . T h e  f ir s t-g ra d e  te a c h e r , S w a n so n , fe lt  ill p re p a re d  to  te a c h  th e  

sp e c ia l s tu d en ts  sh e  w as  a s s ig n e d . H er c o n c e rn  w a s  su p p o rte d  b y  M a r jo r ie  O lso n , th e  

se co n d  g rad e  te a ch e r . T h ey  b e lie v ed  th a t th e y  h a d  th e  m o re  p ro b lem a tic  s tu d en ts  th a n  

o th e r  te a c h e rs . T h e y  a lso  fe lt  th ey  n e ed ed  m o re  a ss is ta n c e  from  th e  sp ec ia l e d u c a tio n  

s p e c ia lis t  (“ S ta f f  M e e tin g  m in u te s ,” 19 7 4). P a re n ts  w e re  a lso  c o n c e rn e d  a b o u t th e  

le a rn in g  e n v iro n m e n t; o n e  p a re n t had  h is /h e r  c h ild  re m o v e d  fro m  th e  f irs t g ra d e  p ro g ra m  

b e c a u s e  h e /sh e  fe lt  th e  c h ild  w a s  n o t g e ttin g  an  a d e q u a te  e d u c a tio n  (S w a n so n , p e rs o n a l  

c o m m u n ic a tio n , O c to b e r  1, 2 0 0 7 ). E v e n  th o u g h  th e  m a in s tre a m in g  p ro g ra m  in  th e  f ir s t  

g ra d e  p ro g ra m  w a s  see n  a s  le ss  th a n  su c c e ss fu l b y  m a n y  o f  th e  te a c h e rs , it w as  

d e te rm in e d  th a t th e  e x p e r ie n c e  fo r  th e  c h ild re n  w ith  d is a b ili t ie s  an d  ty p ic a lly  d e v e lo p in g
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c h ild re n  h ad  e n o u g h  m e rit to  ju s t i fy  c o n tin u in g  th e  e x p e r im e n t fo r a n o th e r  y e a r  (S ta f f  

M ee tin g  M in u te s , 1974).

D u rin g  th e  1 9 7 4 -1 9 7 5  sch o o l y e a r , th e  m a in s tre a m in g  p ro g ra m  c o n tin u e d . B y 

1975 M S U  L a b  S ch o o l re c e iv e d  a g ra n t to  h e lp  su p p o rt th e  m a in s tre a m in g  p ro je c t. T h is  

tim e  th e  s tu d e n ts  w e re  in te g ra te d  w ith  fo u r th  an d  f if th  g ra d e rs  so th e  o rig in a l g ra d e s  w e re  

no  lo n g e r  a  p a r t  o f  th e  m a in s tre a m in g  p ro g ra m .

M in i-lab s

M in i- la b s  w e re  firs t d e v e lo p e d  a t th e  M S U  L a b  S c h o o l d u rin g  th e  1 9 7 1 -1 9 7 2  

sch o o l ye a r. T h e  p r im a ry  p u rp o s e s  o f  th e  m in i- la b s  w e re  to  h e lp  s tu d e n ts  in c o rp o ra te  

m e th o d s  an d  te c h n iq u e s  fo r  e v e ry -d a y  le a rn in g  an d  to  m e e t th e  in d iv id u a l le an in g  n e e d s  

o f  th e  s tu d en ts . It w a s  d e c id e d  d u r in g  se v e ra l m e e tin g s  th a t  th e  m in i- la b s  b e  re s tru c tu re d  

d u rin g  th e  1974—1975  sch o o l y e a r  to  fo c u s  o n  th e se  tw o  c u rr ic u lu m  a re a s  (W ax , 199 0). 

M in i- la b s  w e re  p r im a rily  u se d  b y  g ra d e s  1-6 ; K -2  p a r tic ip a te d  o n ly  in  a  l im ite d  w a y  w ith  

s tu d e n ts  w h o  w e re  d e e m e d  re a d y  fo r  th e  e x p e r ie n c e , an d  K - l  d id  n o t p a rtic ip a te  a t a ll 

(S ta f f  M e e tin g  M in u te s , 197 5).

T h e  p la n n in g  fo r th e  m in i- la b s  w a s  d o n e  as a  fu ll fa c u lty . T h e  fa c u lty  w o u ld  

d e c id e  w h ic h  th e m e s  o r to p ic s  w o u ld  b e  ta u g h t. C h ild re n  w e re  a llo w e d  to  c h o o se  th e  

m in i- la b  th e y  w ish e d  to  a tte n d . W h en  th e re  w e re  p ro b le m s  w ith  th e  c o m p o s itio n  o f  th e  

g ro u p  m e m b e rsh ip , th e  te a c h e rs  w o u ld  h e lp  th e  s tu d e n ts  m a k e  a lte rn a tiv e  c h o r e s .  T h e re  

w as  a  c o n c e rn  th a t  h a v in g  g ro u p s  o f  c h ild re n  fro m  6 -1 2  y e a rs  o ld  m a d e  so m e  m in i- la b s  

in a p p ro p ria te . S o m e  m in i- la b s  w e re  d e s ig n e d  fo r  s tu d e n ts  w o rk in g  a t a  lo w e r sk ill le v e l; 

th e se  m in - la b s  d id  n o t h a v e  e n o u g h  c h a lle n g in g  m a te r ia l fo r  th e  o ld e r  s tu d e n ts  (S w a n s o n , 

p e rso n a l in te rv ie w , O c to b e r  1, 2 0 0 7 ). in  o rd e r  to  o v e rc o m e  th is  p ro b le m , th e  m in i- la b s
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w e re  th e n  d e s ig n e d  fo r  lo w e r  a n d  u p p e r  sk ill le v e ls  an d  su b je c t m a tte r  (S w a n so n , 

p e rso n a l in te rv ie w , O c to b e r  1 ,2 0 0 7 ) .

T h e re  w e re  tw o  o th e r  m a jo r  d is a d v a n ta g e s  to  m in i- la b s . F ir s t,  th e re  w a s  to o  g re a t 

o f  an  ag e  ra n g e , a b ili ty  ra n g e , in te re s t le v e ls  an d  to p ic  le v els. S e c o n d , th e re  w a s  n o t 

e n o u g h  c lo c k  tim e  to  p u rsu e  d e p th  o r  b re a d th . T h e  a d v a n ta g e s  w e re  th a t th e re  w a s  tim e  

m ad e  fo r tw o  su b je c ts  th a t w e re  o f te n  o v e r lo o k e d , th e re  w a s  m u lti-a g e  g ro u p in g , a n d  th e  

te a c h e rs  w e re  a b le  to  te a c h  s tre n g th s  o r  p u rsu e  an d  in te re s t (S w a n so n , p e rso n a l in te rv ie w , 

O c to b e r  1 ,2 0 0 7 ) .

D e sp ite  th e  d is a d v a n ta g e s  th e re  w e re  k in d e rg a r te n  s tu d e n ts  w h o  w e re  re a d y  to  

p a r tic ip a te  in  th e  m in i- la b s . H ow ev e r , th e  k in d e rg a r te n  te a c h e r , D okk en , re p o r te d  th a t n o t 

a ll K -2  k in d e rg a r te n e rs  w e re  re a d y  fo r  th e  e x p e r ien c e  (S ta f f  M e e tin g  M in u te s , 197 5). 

T h o se  w h o  w e re  n o t re a d y  fo r  th e  e x p e r ie n c e  s ta y e d  in  th e  k in d e rg a r te n  c la s s ro o m  an d  

w e re  in v o lv e d  w ith  d e v e lo p m e n ta lly  a p p ro p ria te  a c tiv itie s .

F o r  th o se  K -2  s tu d e n ts  w h o  d id  a tte n d  th e  m in i- la b s , th e  so c ia l s tu d ie s  c u rr ic u lu m  

se e m e d  e a s ie r  fo r  th e m  to  u n d e rs ta n d  an d  do  th an  sc ie n c e . A no th e r  p ro b lem  w a s  th a t 

th e se  y o u n g  ch ild ren  w e re  le av in g  th e ir  s e lf -c o n ta in ed  c la s s ro om  to  a tten d  a  m u lt i- a g e d  

g ro u p  a c tiv ity . T h is  w a s  a  n ew  ed u c a tio n a l e x p e r ien c e  fo r  th em . S o m e  o f  th e  d if f ic u l tie s  

re p o rte d  in c lu d e d  th e ir  in s e c u r ity  a b o u t h o w  to  b e h a v e , n o t h a v in g  an y  e x p e r ie n c e  

w o rk in g  in  a  la rg e  m u lti-a g e d  g ro u p , a n d /o r  n o t u n d e rs ta n d in g  w h a t w as  e x p e c te d  o f  

th em .

M ath  a n d  M u lti-age  G roup ing

A no th e r  c u rr ic u lum  a re a  th a t  u sed  th e  sam e  k in d  o f  m u lti-a g e d  g ro u p in g  a s  th e  

m in i- la b  w as  th e  p r im a ry  g ra d e  m a th  p ro g ram . T h is  p ro g ram  b eg an  in  1976  (“ S ta f f
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M e e tin g  m in u te s ,”  1975). T h e  f ir s t  an d  se c o n d  g ra d e  s tu d en ts  w e re  p u t in to  

h e te ro g e n e o u s  m u lti-a g e  m a th  g ro u p s . A fte r  fiv e  y e a rs  th e  p ro g ram  w a s  e v a lu a te d . T he  

se c o n d  g rad e rs  w e re  h e lp in g  f irs t g rad e rs  to  fo l low  th e  s ta ted  g o a ls  w as  on e  p o s itiv e  

o u tc om e . B o th  ag e  le v e ls  lik ed  w o rk in g  to g e th e r  a n d  e n jo y ed  h a v in g  in d ep en d en t w o rk  

tim e  a s w e ll . F a cu lty  m em b e rs  h ad  d ift u lty  f in d in g  a  n e g a tiv e  re su lt  to  th e  p ro je c t. T he  

o n ly  p o s s ib le  n e g a tiv e  e ffe c t w a s  th a t om e  s tu d en ts  en d ed  up  h a v in g  th e  sam e  te a c h e r  

fo r  tw o  y ea rs  in  a  row ; an  education .,.! p ra c tic e  o f te n  re fe rre d  to  a s  lo op in g . T h is  

e x p e r im en t w ith  te am -te a c h in g  a n d  m u lti-a g e  g ro u p in g  w a s  d e em ed  a  su cc e ss  by  th e  

M S U  L a b  S c h o o l staff. B e c a u se  o f  th e  p o s itiv e  re s p o n se  to  fa m ily  g ro u p in g  e x p e r ie n c e s , 

th e  f ir s t  an d  s e c o n d  g ra d e  w ere  c o m p le te ly  in te g ra te d  in to  th e  m u lti-a g e  g ro u p in g  

p ro g ra m .

A  T yp ica l D ay  in F irs t G rade

S ch o o l s ta rte d  8 :3 0  a .m . S w a n so n  w o u ld  g re e t h e r  s tu d en ts  in  th e  h a ll  o r  

as th e y  e n te re d  th e  ro o m . T h e  d a y  b e g a n  o f f ic ia lly  w ith  th e  s tu d e n ts  ta k in g  a tte n d a n c e  

an d  c o m p le tin g  th e  a tte n d a n c e  sh ee t. T h e  p u rp o s e  b e h in d  th e se  a c tiv itie s  w a s  to  te a c h  

re s p o n s ib il i ty  r □  b a s ic  m a th  sk ills . T h is  in fo rm a tio n  w as  th e n  ta k e n  to  th e  o f f ic e  (P . 

S w a n so n , pe  o n a l  c o m m u n ic a tio n , N o v e m b e r  1, 2 0 0 7 ).

T h e  firs t a c tiv ity  o f  th e  d a y  w a s  a  la n g u a g e  e x p e r ie n c e  ch a rt. C h ild re n  b e g a n  by  

re re a d in g  th e  c h a r t  fro m  th e  p re v io u s  d a y  a n d  th e n  w ritin g  a n e w  one. T h e  c h a r t a c tiv ity  

u sed  fo llo w e d  a  p a tte rn  th a t  w o u ld  b e c o m e  m o re  a d v a n c e d  a s th e  y e a r  p ro g re s se d . T h is  

w a s  to  te a c h  p ro p e r  g ra m m a r  a n d  w ritin g  m e c h a n ic s  (P . S w a n so n , p e rso n a l 

c o m m u n ic a tio n , N o v e m b e r  1 ,2 0 0 7 ) .
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T h e  c la s s ro o m  w a s  o rg a n iz e d  u s in g  s ta t io n s  a n d  c e n te rs . T h e  c h ild re n  h ad  b e e n  

ta u g h t h o w  to  u se  e a c h  c e n te r  a n d  w e re  a w are  o f  th e  ru le s . T h e  te a c h e r  m o n ito re d  

c h ild re n  a s  th e y  w o rk e d . T h e  te a c h e r  a lso  u til iz e d  c o n fe re n c e s . T h e  c o n fe re n c e s  fo r  th e  

d a y  w e re  on  th e  b o a rd  so a ll p a r tie s  w e re  a w a re  o f  th e  m e e tin g s  (P . S w a n so n , p e rso n a l 

c o m m u n ic a tio n , N o v e m b e r  1, 2 0 0 7 ).

T h e re  w e re  a  v a r ie ty  o f  a c tiv itie s  th a t w e re  u se d  e a c h  d ay . S m a ll g ro u p  a c tiv itie s  

w e re  b a se d  on  in d iv id u a l n e ed s  an d  c h o ic e s . T h e  p u rp o se s  o f  th e  sm a ll g ro u p  a c tiv itie s  

w e re  fo r  sk ill d e v e lo p m e n t, s u b je c t le sso n s , o r to  in tro d u c e  o r  e n r ic h  a  le sso n . L a rg e  

g ro u p  a c tiv itie s  w e re  b a se d  o n  re q u ire m e n ts  fo r  g ra d e  1, an d  in c lu d e d  ta k in g  in v e n to ry  o f  

s tu d e n t sk ills , in tro d u c in g , re v ie w in g , re in fo rc in g  o r  o th e r  sp e c if ic s  n e e d e d  fo r  th e  la rg e r 

g ro u p . D a ily  a c tiv itie s  in c lu d e d  m a th  and  re a d in g /la n g u a g e  a rts  t im e s . T h e se  tim e s  w e re  

re q u ire d , b u t c h ild re n  d id  w o rk  on  th e se  a c tiv itie s  a t th e  o th e r  t im e s  (P . S w a n so n , 

p e rso n a l c o m m u n ic a tio n , N o v e m b e r  1, 2 0 0 7 ).

B lo c k  tim e  w a s  a  re q u ire d  tim e  w h e n  e v e ry o n e  s p e n t t im e  w ritin g  o r re a d in g . 

C h ild re n  u se d  e ith e r  th e ir  o w n  w ritin g  o r  tra d e  b o o k s  d u rin g  th is  b lo c k  re a d in g  tim e . A t 

th e  b e g in n in g  o f  th e  y e a r  th e  c h ild re n  w ro te  fo r  o n ly  tw o  o r  th re e  m in u te s , b y  th e  m id d le  

o f  th e  y e a r  c h ild re n  w e re  w r itin g  fo r  a  m in im um  o f  15 m in u te s . U n in te r ru p te d  S u s ta in e d  

S ile n t  R e a d in g  (U S S R ) w a s  th e  tim e  w h e n  a ll s tu d e n ts  s p e n t t im e  re a d in g . C h ild re n  c o u ld  

g o  a n y w h e re  to  re ad . A t th e  b e g in n in g  o f  th e  y e a r  c h ild re n  re a d  fo r  o n ly  fo u r  o r  fiv e  

m in u te s  a n d  g ra d u a lly  e x te n d ed  to  15 m in u te s  b y  th e  m id d le  o f  th e  y e a r  (P . S w a n so n , 

p e rs o n a l  c o m m u n ic a tio n , N o v e m b e r  1 ,2 0 0 7 ) .

T h e  in d iv id u a l c o n fe re n c e s  w e re  p la n n e d  b y  th e  te a c h e r . T h e re  w e re  a t le a s t tw o  

c o n fe re n c e s  fo r  e ac h  ch ild ; o n e  fo c u s in g  o n  re a d in g /la n g u a g e  a r ts  a n d  th e  o th e r  o n  m a th .
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D u rin g  th e  re a d in g  c o n fe re n c e , S w a n so n  w o u ld  lis te n  to  th e  c h ild  re a d , sp ea k , an d  

e x p la in  so m e  o f  th e  m a te r ia l  th e  s tu d e n t h a d  re a d  o r  w ritte n  b y  h im /h e rse lf . T h e  m a th  

c o n fe re n c e  w as  s im ila r  in  p ro c e d u re  a n d  fo c u se d  o n  m a th  c o n c e p ts  an d  p ro b le m  s o lv in g  

(P . S w a n so n , p e rso n a l c o m m u n ic a tio n . N o v e m b e r  1 ,2 0 0 7 ) .

C o n fe re n c e s  fo r  sm a ll g ro u p s  o f  c h ild re n  w e re  p la n n e d  w h e n  it seem ed  

a p p ro p ria te . T h e  c h ild re n  in  th e se  g ro u p s  h a d  a  sh a red  n e e d  b u t w e re  n o t n e c e s sa r ily  at 

th e  sam e  sk ill level. T h is  w as  to  im p ro v e  a n d  e n c o u ra g e  g ro u p  p a r tic ip a tio n  (P . S w a n so n , 

p e rso n a l c o m m u n ic a tio n , N o v e m b e r  1, 2 0 0 7 ).

R ea d in g  w a s  ta u g h t u s in g  th e  la n g u a g e  e x p e r ie n c e  a p p ro a c h  b a se d  o n  th e  

p r in c ip le s  se t fo r th  b y  J e a n e tte  V e a tc h . S tu d e n ts  w o u ld  h a v e  a  w o rd  ca rd  b o x  w h e re  th e y  

k e p t w o rd  ca rd s. T h e y  a lso  d re w  p ic tu re s , d ic ta te d  s to rie s , a n d  e v e n tu a lly  b e g a n  to  w rite  

th e ir  o w n  s to rie s. C h ild re n  w o u ld  sp en d  tim e  re a d in g  th e ir  s to rie s . W h e n  s tu d e n ts  h a d  

m a s te re d  re a d in g  th e ir  s to rie s , th e y  w o u ld  m a k e  sm a ll b o o k le ts  o u t o f  th e m  a n d  th e n  

w o u ld  ta k e  th e m  h o m e . O n e  o f  th e  m o s t  o b v io u s  re a d in g  te c h n iq u e s  u se d  w a s  th e  w a y  th e  

ro o m  w as  la b e led . A lm o s t e v e ry th in g  w a s  la b e led , b u t  n o t w ith  a  w o rd . T h e  la b e ls  w e re  

a lw ay s  don e  a s s e n te n c e s . T h is  w ay  th e  s tu d en ts  w e re  e x p o sed  to  s ig h t w o rd s , s in g u la r  

a n d  p lu ra l w o rd s , g o o d  g ram m a r, and  s en te n c e  s tru c tu re  (P . S w a n so n , p e rso n a l 

c o m m u n ic a tio n , N o v e m b e r , 1 ,2 0 0 7 ) .

M ath  w as  ta u g h t b y  u s in g  m a n ip u la tiv e s  to  h e lp  c h ild re n  d e v e lo p  a  s tro n g  sen se  

o f  m a th e m a tic s . S tu d e n ts  w o rk e d  in d iv id u a lly  o r  in  sm a ll g ro u p s  le a rn in g  m a th  c o n c e p ts . 

T h e  u se  o f  w o rk b o o k s  w a s  lim ite d  to  in d iv id u a l  p a g e s  th a t c o u ld  b e  u se d  as 

re in fo rc e m e n t. M o s t c h ild re n  d id  n o t c o m p le te  an  e n tire  b o o k . O c c a s io n a lly  a  c h ild  w h o  

w a n te d  to  h a v e  a  d a ily  w r it te n  m a th  a s s ig n m e n t w o u ld  b e  g iv e n  a n  e n tire  b o o k  to
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c o m p le te  d u r in g  th e  c o u rse  o f  th e  y e a r  (P . S w a n so n , p e rso n a l c o m m u n ic a tio n , N o v e m b e r  

1 ,2 0 0 7 ) .

T h e re  w e re  so m e  su b je c ts  w h e re  c h ild re n  m e t as a  w h o le  c la ss . T h is  in c lu d e d  a  

d a ily  h a lf -h o u r  m u s ic  c la s s  w ith  th e  m u s ic  te a c h e r  e v e ry  d ay  a n d  p h y s ic a l e d u c a tio n  c la s s  

th a t m e t tw ic e  a  w e ek . R e c e ss  b re a k s  in c lu d e d  a  15 -m in u te  m o rn in g  b re a k  an d  a  4 0 - 

m in u te  lu n c h  b re a k  (P . S w a n so n , p e rs o n a l c o m m u n ic a tio n , N o v e m b e r  1, 2 0 0 7 ).

M a te r ia ls  u se d  in  th e  f irs t g ra d e  c la s s io o m  in c lu d e d  a  v a r ie ty  o f  m a th  

m a n ip u ltiv e s , p u z z le s , a r t su p p lie s , tra d e  b o o k s , m a p s , p a p e r  a n d  o th e r  w ritin g  m a te r ia ls , 

in d iv id u a l c o p ie s  o f  w o rk b o o k s , a lp h a b e t  c a rd s , a n d  g a m e s  (P . S w a n so n , p e rso n a l 

c o m m u n ic a tio n . N o v e m b e r , 1, 2 0 0 7 ).

Teachers  in G rade O ne a n d  Two

In  1979  S w a n so n  w a s  m o v e d  to  th e  f if th -  s ix th  g ra d e  te a m  (C la ss  P ic tu re s , 19 79 - 

1980 ). F ro m  1979  th ro u g h  1982  M a r ly s  A rm s tro n g  w as  th e  f ir s t g ra d e  te ach e r. B y  th e  

fa ll o f  1982 th e  f ir s t  a n d  se co n d  g rad e  s tu d en ts  w e re  p a r t o f  th e  fam ily  g ro u p in g  sy s tem  

u sed  in  th e  schoo l. T h e re  w e re  tw o  te a c h e rs  w ho  w e re  th e  p r im a ry  g rad e  te am . T h e  

te a c h e rs  in v o lv e d  w ith  th e  p r im a ry  g ra d e  te am  in c lu d ed  M a rly s  A rm s tro n g  from  th e  fa ll  

o f  1982 th ro u g h  th e  sp r in g  o f  1990. B a rb a ra  B row n  w as  o n  th e  te am  from  1982 u n til  th e  

sp rin g  o f  1986 . B re n d a  S h a w  re p la c e d  B ro w n  in  th e  fall o f  1986 , an d  th e n  B a rb a ra  

F re d r ic k so n  re p la c e d  S h a w  in  th e  fa ll  o f  1987  an d  c o n tin u e d  o n  th e  te am  u n til th e  sch o o l 

c lo se d  in  1990  (“ C la ss  P ic tu re s ,”  1 9 7 9 -1 9 8 0 ; 1 9 8 0 -8 1 ; 19 8 1 -8 2 ;

1 9 8 2 -8 3 ; 1 9 8 3 -8 4 ; 1 9 8 4 -8 5 ; 1 9 8 5 -8 6 ; 1 9 8 6 -8 7 ; 1 9 8 7 -1 9 8 8 ; 1 9 8 8 -1 9 8 9 ; 1 9 8 9 -1 9 9 0 ) .
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C o n c lu s io n

T h e  M in o t S ta le  U n iv e rs ity  L a b o ra to ry  S ch o o l w o rk e d  o n  e d u c a tio n a l th e o ry  th a t 

c o u ld  b e  tra n s la te d  in to  c la s s ro o m  p ra c tic e . D u rin g  th e  2 2  y e a rs  o f  th e  p ro g ra m s  w e re  in 

o p e ra tio n  th e re  w e re  m a n y  c h a n g e s  to  th e  k in d e rg a r te n  an d  f irs t g ra d e  p ro g ra m s . T h e  firs t 

c h a n g e s  in c lu d e d  th e  sta rt o f  th e  k in d e rg a r te n  an d  f irs t g ra d e  p ro g ra m s . In d iv id u a liz e d  

a n d  g if te d  in s tru c tio n  w e re  in tro d u c e d  in to  th e  k in d e rg a r te n  an d  f ir s t g ra d e  p ro g ra m s . 

O th e r  p ro je c ts  d e v e lo p e d  a t th e  M S U  L a b  S ch o o l fo r th e se  p ro g ra m s  in c lu d e d  in te g ra tin g  

s tu d e n ts  w ith  d e v e lo p m e n ta l d is a b ili t ie s  an d  h e a r in g  im p a irm e n ts , n a r ra tiv e  re p o r t c a rd s , 

in d iv id u a liz e d  in s tru c tio n  p la n s , m in i- la b s , ar.d m u lti-a g e  g ro u p in g .

T h e se  p ro g ra m s  p ilo te d  p ro je c ts  and  te c h n iq u e s  th a t  h a v e  b e c o m e  c o m m o n  in  

m a n y  P re K  - 6 sc h o o ls . P la y  a n d  c e n te rs  a re  u sed  in  m a n y  k in d e rg a r te n s  a n d  f ir s t  g ra d e  

c la s s ro o m s . D if fe re n tia te d  in s tru c tio n , th e  m o d e m  v e rs io n  o f  in d iv id u a liz e d  in s tru c tio n , 

is  n o w  u se d  in  m a n y  c la s s ro o m s . T h e  m a in s tre a m in g  a n d  h e a r in g  im p a irm e n t p ro je c ts  a t 

th e  M S U  L a b  S c h o o l are  n o w  c o m m o n  a n d  p a r t o f  fe d e ra l law ; p la c in g  c h ild re n  in  th e  

le a s t re s tr ic tiv e  e n v iro n m e n t w a s  p a r t  o f  th e  In d iv id u a ls  w ith  D is a b il i t ie s  E d u c a tio n  A c t 

o f  1990 (ID E A ).

A  p h ilo so p h y  o f  c o o p e ra tio n  su p p o rte d  and  p e rm ea te d  th e  re s e a rc h  p ro je c ts  a t th e  

M S U  L a b  S ch o o l. S tu d e n ts  in  g ro u p s  an d  cen te rs  n a tu ra lly  c o o p e ra te d  a s th e y  w o rk e d . 

T h e  o v e r t u se  o f  m u lti-a g e  g ro u p in g  in  th e  fa m ily  g ro u p s  a n d  m in - la b s  a lso  e n c o u ra g e d  

s tu d e n ts  to  c o o p e ra te . T h is  p h ilo s o p h y  is a  s tro n g  in d ic a to r  th a t  th e  p ro g ra m s  a t th e  M S U  

L a b  S c h o o l w e re  d e v e lo p m e n ta lly  a p p ro p ria te . T h e  n e x t  s e c tio n  w ill o rg a n iz e  th e  d a ta  to  

d e te rm in e  i f  th e  d e s ig n a tio n  o f  d e v e lo p m e n ta lly  a p p ro p r ia te  is a  g o o d  f it  a n d  i f  th e  s tu d y  

h a s  a n sw e re d  th e  re s e a rc h  q u e s tio n s .
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C H A P T E R  F IV E

F IN D IN G S

In tro d u c tio n

T h e  k in d e rg a r te n  a n d  f ir s t  g ra d e  p ro g ra m s  a t th e  M S U  L a b  S c h o o l e m p lo y e d  

m any  te c h n iq u e s  a n d  m e th o d o lo g ie s  th a t a re  n o w  c o n s id e re d  d e v e lo p m e n ta lly  

a p p ro p r ia te  p ra c tic e s . T h is  c h a p te r  w ill e x a m in e  w h e th e r  th e  h y p o th e s is  is  d e p e n d a b le  

a n d  w h e th e r  th e  sp e c if ic  re s e a rc h  q u e s tio n s  w e re  a n sw e re d .

T h e  h y p o th e s is  is  th a t  th e  M S U  L a b  S c h o o l w a s  a  sch o o l th a t  d e v e lo p e d  p ra c tic e s  

a n d  m e th o d o lo g ie s  th a t  a re  n o w  c o n s id e re d  c o m m o n  p ra c tic e s  a n d  th a t  th e se  p ra c tic e s  

v /e re  d e v e lo p m e n ta lly  a p p ro p r ia te  as d e fin e d  b y  th e  N A E Y C . T h e  h y p o th e s is  is  

s u p p o r te d  b y  th re e  re s e a rc h  q u e s tio n s . T h e  q u e s tio n s  to  b e  a n sw e re d  are :

1. W h a t w as  som e  o f  th e  b e s t p ra c tic e s  c o n d u c te d  b y  th e  f a c u lty ?

2 . H ow  d id  th e  k in d e rg a r te n  a n d  f irs t g ra d e  p ro g ram s  in te g ra te  th e

in d iv id u a liz e d  in s tru c tio n  p ro g ram ?

3 . D o  th e  k in d e rg a r te n  and  f ir s t  g ra d e  p ro g ram s  a t th e  M S U  L a b  S c h o o l 

m e e t  th e  c r ite r ia  o f  d e v e lo p m e n ta lly  a p p ro p ria te  p ra c tic e s  e v e n  th o u g h  

th e se  p ro g ra m s  w e re  in  e x is te n c e  d u rin g  th e  tim e  th e  N A E Y C  w as  

a r tic u la tin g  th e ir  p o s itio n  o n  th is  p h ilo so p h y ?

T h e  n a rra tiv e  w ill b e  c om p a red  to  th e  q u e s tio n s  to  see  i f  c o n d itio n s  e x is te d  a t th e  

M S U  L a b  S ch o o l th a t  w o u ld  a llo w  th e  h y p o th e s is  to  b e  a c c e p te d . T h e  f ir s t  q u e s t io n  to  b e
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c o n s id e re d  w ill b e  to  lo o k  a t th e  b e s t p ra c tic e s  c o n d u c te d  by  th e  fa c u lty  an d  th e n  to  lo o k  

a t c u rre n t e d u c a tio n a l lite ra tu re  to  see  i f  a n y  o f  th e  p ra c tic e s  a re  s till in  u se  to d a y  a n d  i f  

th e y  a re  c o n s id e re d  b e s t p ra c tic e .

T h e  sec o n d  q u e s tio n  w ill  c o n s id e r  w h e th e r  o r  n o t  th e  M S U  L a b  S ch o o l u sed  

in d iv id u a liz e d  in s tru c tio n  p ra c tic e s  w ith  th e  th re e  y o u n g e s t  g ro u p s  o f  s tu d en ts . A  few  

e x am p le s  w ill be  d is cu s sed  to  illu s tra te  th e  u se  o f  in d iv id u a liz e d  in s tru c tio n . A ny  

in s ta n c e s  w h e re  th e  p ra c tic e  w a s  n o t u sed  w ill a lso  be  d iscu ssed .

T h en  th e  la s t q u e s tio n  w ill b e  th e  b u lk  o f  th e  d is cu s s io n . T h e  q u e s tio n  is  w h e th e r  

o r  n o t th e  k in d e rg a r te n  a nd  f ir s t  g rad e  p ro g ram s  a t th e  M S U  L a b  S c h o o l w e re  

d e v e lo p m e n ta l^  a p p ro p ria te . S in c e  th e  to p ic  is  q u ite  b ro a d  th e  d is c u s s io n  w ill b e  d iv id e d  

in to  tw o  m a jo r  sec tio n s . D a ta  w ill b e  c o d e d  to  d e te rm in e  i f  th e re  w a s  a  re la tio n sh ip  

b e tw e e n  th e  d iffe re n t c a te g o rie s . B e c a u se  o f  th e  n a tu re  a n d  q u a n tity  o f  th e  d a ta , 

in fo rm a tio n  w ill b e  p u t  in to  ta b le s  an d  th e n  d e sc r ib e d  in  th e  te x t. T h e  f irs t h a l f  o f  th e  

d is c u s s io n  w ill i llu s tra te  th e  re la tio n s h ip  b e tw e e n  th e  N A E Y C  p o s itio n  s ta tem en t a n d  th e  

v a r io u s  e lem en ts  o f  th e  M S U  L a b  S cho o l. T h e  se c o n d  h a l f  w ill c o m p a re  th e  N A E Y C  

p o s itio n  s ta tem en t w ith  the  p r in c ip le s  o f  in d iv id u a liz e d  in s tru c tio n . T h is  second  h a l f  o f  

th a t  d is c u s s io n  w ill ta k e  a  m o re  ex ten s iv e  e x am in a tio n  o f  th e  re la tio n sh ip  b e tw een  th e se  

tw o  p o s itio n s . T h is  is  n e c e s sa ry  b e cau se  th e  is su e  o f  in d iv id u a liz e d  in s tru c tio n  w a s  th e  

c en tra l fo c u s  a t th e  M S U  L a b  S c h o o l. T h e  d is c u s s io n  th a t  fo llo w s  w ill  g iv e  fu r th e r  

in s ig h t in to  h o w  th e  d a ta  s e rv e s  to  su p p o rt th e  h y p o th e s is  an d  re s e a rc h  q u e s tio n s .

B e s t P ra c tic e s  a t th e  M S U  L a b  S c h o o l

T h e  f ir s t  re s e a rc h  q u e s tio n  c o n c e rn s  th e  b e s t p ra c tic e s  d o n e  b y  th e  p ro fe s s io n a l 

st.> rf  a t th e  sch o o l. T h e  n a rra t iv e  d e sc r ib e s  th e  k in d s  o f  p ro je c ts  th a t  w e re  a tte m p te d  a t
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th e  M S U  L ab  S c h o o l. C u rre n t b e s t  p ra c tic e s  in c lu d e s  d if fe re n tia te d  in s tru c tio n , a d ju s t in g  

a n d  m o d ify  te a c h in g  m e th o d s  a n d  in s tru c tio n  to  m a tc h  th e  n e e d s  o f  th e  in d iv id u a l 

s tu d e n ts  o r  g ro u p s  o f  s tu d e n ts  (B rie tb o rd e  &  S w in ia rsk i, 2 0 0 6 ). T h e  b e s t p ra c tic e s  th a t 

w e re  c o n d u c te d  a re  re f le c tiv e  o f  d if fe re n tia te d  in s tru c tio n  in c lu d in g  in d iv id u a liz e d  

in s tru c tio n , m u ltip le  in te llig e n c e s , m a in s tre a m in g , and  th e  g if te d  p ro g ram .

In d iv id u a liz e d  in s tru c tio n  m a tc h e s  th e  p u rp o se  a n d  g o a ls  o f  d if fe re n tia te d  

in s tru c tio n  as d e sc rib e d  b y  B r ie tb o rd e  a n d  S w in ia rsk i (2 0 0 6 ) . T h e  p ro g ra m  a t th e  M S U  

L a b  S ch o o l lo o k ed  a t a ll c h ild re n  a s  in d iv id u a ls  w ith  in d iv id u a l n e e d s  w h o  w o rk e d  

to g e th e r  to  sh are  th e ir  le a rn in g  e x p e r ie n c e  an d  k n o w le d g e  w ith  th e ir  p e e rs  a n d  o th e rs  in  

th e ir  c o m m u n itie s .

M a in s tre a m in g , c u rre n tly  re fe r re d  to  a s ‘in c lu s io n ' (E sse x , 2 0 0 6 , p. 95 - 9 6 ), w as  

b e in g  p ra c tic e d  a t th e  M S U  e v e n  b e fo re  th e  E d u c a tio n  fo r  a ll H an d ic a p p ed  C h ild re n  A c t 

o f  1975 (PL  9 4 -1 4 2 ) a n d  th e  In d iv id u a ls  w ith  D isa b il i t ie s  E d u c a tio n  A ct o f  1990  (ID E A ) 

w e re  en ac te d . A lth o u g h  PL  9 4 -142  w a s  in  o p e ra tio n  a t th e  tim e  th e  h e a r in g  im p a irm en t 

p ro je c t w as  in  p ro g re s s , th e  h e a r in g  im p a ire d  p ro je c t d em on s tra te d  h ow  w e ll 

m a in s tre am in g  co u ld  w o rk  ev en  w ith  v e ry  y o u n g  ch ild ren .

T he  g if ted  p ro g ram  w as  d e v e lo p e d  to  h e lp  s tu d en ts  w ith  o th e r  u n iq u e  e d u c a tio n a l 

n e ed s . T h is  p ro g ram  w a s  u sed  w ith  e v en  th e  y o u n g e s t s tu d en ts  a t th e  M SLI L a b  S c h o o l. 

W o rk in g  w ith  g if te d  s tu d e n ts  is s o m e th in g  e v e ry  te a c h e r  s till n e e d s  to  c o n s id e r  w h e n  th e y  

p la n  fo r  o r  o rg a n iz e  s tu d e n ts  (K e llo u g h  &  Ja ro lim e k , 2 0 0 8 ).

O th e r te c h n iq u e s  u se d  a t th e  M S U  L a b  sch o o l d u r in g  th e  1 9 70s  an d  19 80s 

in c lu d e d  th e  u se  o f  la n g u a g e  e x p e r ie n c e  a c tiv itie s , le a rn in g  c e n te rs , a n d  te a m  te a c h in g . 

T h e  la n g u a g e  e x p e r ie n c e  a p p ro a c h  w a s  d e v e lo p e d  by  R u sse ll S ta u ffe r  in  th e  la te r  19 70s
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and  is  still a s u g g e s te d  te c h n iq u e  to  h e lp  c h ild re n  m ak e  th e  c o n n e c tio n  b e tw e e n  ta lk , 

w r itin g , a n d  re a d in g  (H enn in g s , 2 002) . M o rr iso n  (2 0 0 9 )  m e n tio n s  le a rn in g  c en te rs  a s a  

w ay  fo r  y o u n g  c h ild re n  to  b e  p h y s ic a lly  a c tiv e  in  th e  le a rn in g  e x p e r ie n c e . T eam  te a c h in g  

is s till a su g g e s te d  m e th o d  fo r  te a ch in g , e sp e c ia lly  w h en  d e v e lo p in g  in te rd isc ip lin a ry ’ 

th em a tic  u n its  (K e llo u g h  &  Ja ro lim ek , 2 008 ).

G iv in g  c h ild re n  an  o p p o rtu n ity  to  h av e  d ire c t in p u t in  th e ir  e d u ca tio n a l p ro g ram  

and  th e  u se  o f  p o r tfo lio /n a rra tiv e  a s se ssm en ts  a re  s till b e in g  p ra c tic e d  in  m an y  sch o o ls  

to d ay . E g g an  and  K au ch ak  (2 004 ) e x p la in  th a t p o r tfo lio s  g iv e  s tu d en ts  a  c h an c e  to  h av e  

e x p lic it  c o n tro l o v e r  m an y  c h o ic e s  o f  a r tifa c ts  and  a s s e s sm en ts  th a t g o  in to  th e ir  p e rso n a l 

le a rn in g  p o r tfo lio s . C o n tem p o ra ry  le a rn in g  c en te rs  and  te a c h e r  s tu d en t c o o p e ra tio n , and  

som e  g if ted  p ro g ram s  a llow  ch ild ren  to  c o n tin u e  to  h av e  a  v o ic e  in  th e ir  e d u ca tio n a l 

p ro g ram  (K e llo u g h  &  Ja ro lim ek , 200 8 ).

T h e  u se  o f  d if fe re n t le a rn in g  sp ace s  is  e v id en t in  th e  ty p ic a l c la s s ro om  d e s ig n  fo r 

k in d e rg a r te n s . T h e re  a re  ta b le s  in s te ad  o f  d e sk s  as w ell a s a  v a r ie ty  o f  le a rn in g  a n d  p la y  

c en te rs  (M o rr iso n , 2 009 ).

O n e  e d u ca tio n a l p ra c tic e  a t th e  M S U  L ab  S c h o o l th a t  w a s  n o t o p e n ly  a p p a re n t  in 

th e  c u rre n t lite ra tu re  w a s  th e  m in i- lab . H ow ev e r , g ood  te a c h e rs  do  c o n s id e r  s tu d en t lik e s , 

d is lik e s , s tre n g th s , and  d e f ic ie n c ie s  w hen  p la n n in g  un its  a n d  a c tiv itie s  (K e llo u g h  &  

J a ro lim ek , 2 0 0 8 ) , so  it  is c o n c e iv a b le  th a t  i t  is  a  te c h n iq u e  th a t  is  s till b e in g  u se  in  

c o n tem p o ra ry  c la s s ro om s , b u t u n d e r  som e  o th e r  n am e  o r  in  c o lla b o ra tio n  w ith  o th e r  

te ch n iq u e s .

T h e  m u lti-a g e  g ro u p in g  th a t w as  u sed  a t th e  M S U  L a b  S c h o o l is  n o t  o f te n  s e e n  in  

m a n y  c la s s ro o m s  e x c e p t fo r M o n te sso ri s c h o o ls  a n d  so m e  p re s c h o o ls . T h e  ty p e  o f  m u lti-
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a g e  in te ra c tio n  th a t ty p ic a lly  a p p e a rs  in  c o n te m p o ra ry  s c h o o ls  is m o re  o f  a  p e e r  tu to r in g  

ra th e r  th a n  a sh a red  le a rn in g  e x p e r ie n c e  th a t w a s  u se d  a t th e  M S  L a b  S ch o o l.

In d iv id u a liz e d  In s tru c tio n  in  th e  K in d e rg a r te n  an d  F irs t G rad e  P ro g ra m s

T h e  in d iv id u a liz e d  in s tru c tio n  p ro g ra m  w as  in te g ra l to  th e  id e n tity  o f  th e  s c h o o l. 

T h e  sch o o l u se d  th e  sam e  p ro g ra m s  w ith  th e  firs t g ra d e  s tu d e n ts  th a t w e re  u sed  w ith  th e  

o ld e r  c h ild re n  w ith  a  few  m o d if ic a tio n s .

A  u n iq u e  a sp e c t to  th e  p ro g ram  a t th e  M S U  L a b  S c h o o l w as  th e  tw o - tie re d  

k in d e rg a r te n . T h is  f it  in to  th e  in d iv id u a liz e d  in s tru c tio n  p ro g ra m  b e c a u se  it m a d e  s c h o o l 

a v a ila b le  to  y o u n g e r  c h ild re n  so  th a t  th e ir  e d u c a tio n a l n e ed s  c o u ld  b e  m e t a t an  e a r l ie r  

age .

T h e  c h ild re n  in  th e se  p ro g ia m s  w e re  in c lu d e d  in  w o rk in g  w ith  c h ild re n  w ith  a  

v a r ie ty  o f  sk ills  a n d  d e v e lo p m e n ta l le v e ls . T h e  k in d e rg a r te n  a n d  firs t g ra d e  b o th  u s e d  th e  

g if te d  p ro g ra m  as w e ll  as b e in g  in v o lv e d  in  a  sp ec ia l e d u c a tio n  p ro je c t. T h e  f ir s t g ra d e  

h a d  th e  E M H  p ro g ram  w h ile  th e  K - l  s tu d en ts  h ad  a  o n e -y e a r  e x p e r ien c e  w ith  s tu d en ts  

w ith  h e a r in g  im p a irm en t in  th e  c la s s ro om .

O th e r  a re a s  w h e re  th e  in d iv id u a liz e d  in s tru c tio n  p ro g ram  w as  e v id en t in  th e  

k in d e rg a r te n  and  f ir s t  g ra d e  p ro g ram s  in c lu d ed  th e  u se  o f  c en te rs  and  m in i- lab s . C h ild re n  

w e re  ab le  to  m ak e  in d e p en d e n t c h o ic e s  a b o u t w h e re  a n d  w h a t th ey  w o u ld  d o  d u r in g  tim e s  

se t a s id e  fo r  le a rn in g .

T h e  u se  o f  IE P s  an d  n a r ra t iv e  re p o rt c a rd s  w e re  tw o  o th e r  w a y s  p la n n in g  an d  

e v a lu a tin g  in d iv id u a l a c tiv itie s  a n d  s tu d e n t p ro g re ss . E v e n  th o u g h  th e  k in d e rg a r te n  

te a c h e r  o fte n  h a d  tw ic e  a s  m a n y  s tu d e n ts  a s th e  o th e r  c la s s ro o m  te a c h e rs , th e se  te a c h in g
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to o ls  h e lp e d  to  e n su re  th a t  th e  e x p e r ie n c e s  in  k in d e rg a r te n  an d  f ir s t  g ra d e  re m a in e d  

in d iv id u a liz e d .

T h e  o n e  p ro g ra m  o f  th e  in d iv id u a liz e d  in s tru c tio n  w h e re  the  y o u n g e r  s tu d e n ts  had 

lim ite d  p a r tic ip a tio n  w as  m u lti-a g e  g ro u p in g . K - l  w a s  n o t  in c lu d e d  in  a n y  k in d  o f  m u lti 

a g e  g ro u p in g  d u rin g  the  le n g th  o f  th e  p ro g ra m  an d  K -2  w a s  o n ly  in c lu d e d  in  th e  m in i 

la b s  i f  it w as  d e e m e d  an  a p p ro p ria te  a c tiv ity  fo r  th e  c h ild re n  in v o lv e d .

F irs t  g ra d e  w as  in v o lv e d  in  m u lti-a g e  g ro u p in g  fo r  m a th  a n d  m in i- la b s  th ro u g h o u t 

th e  tim e  th e  p ro je c ts  w e re  u se d  a t th e  sc h o o l. T h e y  w e re  n o t a d d e d  to  th e  fa m ily  g ro u p in g  

u n til 1982 . H ow ev e r, d u r in g  m o s t o f  th e  tim e  fam ily  g ro u p s  w e re  in  p la c e , th e  ch ild ren  

in  f ir s t  g rad e  w e re  n o t in v o lv ed .

T h e se  e x am p le s  g iv e  su p p o rt to  th e  s ta tem en t th a t th e  M S U  L a b  S c h o o l in c lu d e d  

th e  f ir s t g ra d e  and  k in d e rg a r te n  p ro g ra m s  in  th e  in d iv id u a liz e d  in s tru c tio n  p ro g ra m  th a t 

w a s  c e n tra l to  th e  s c h o o l’s m a in  re se a rc h . F u r th e r  d is c u s s io n  o f  h o w  th e  in d iv id u a liz e d  

in s tru c tio n  an d  th e  o th e r  e le m e n ts  o f  th e  M S U  L ab  S c h o o l w ill c o n tin u e  a s  th e  la s t 

re s e a rc h  q u e s tio n  is  re v ie w e d .

D e v e lo p m e n ta l^  A pp ro p r ia te  P ra c tic e s  

R e la tion sh ip  B etw een  N AE YC  C om ponen ts  a n d  E lem en ts o f  M SU  L ab  S choo l

T h e  la s t re s e a rch  q u e s tio n  is c o n c e rn e d  w ith  h ow  w e ll th e  k in d e rg a r te n  a n d  firs t 

g ra d e  p ro g ram s  a t th e  M S U  L a b  S c h o o l m e t th e  c r ite r ia  fo r  d e v e lo p m e n ta lly  a p p ro p ria te  

p ra c tic e s . T h e  f ir s t p a rt o f  th e  d is c u s s io n  w ill b e  c o n c e rn e d  w ith  h o w  w e ll th e  e n tire  

p ro g ra m  a t th e  M S U  L ab  S c h o o l m e t th e  c rite ria .

T a b le  1 o rg a n iz e d  th e  c o m p o n e n ts  o f  th e  N A E Y C  p o s itio n  s ta tem en t and  th e  

e lem en ts  o f  th e  M S U  L a b  S c h o o l. T h e  c o m p o n e n ts  o f  th e  N A E Y C  re v is e d  p o s it io n
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s ta te m e n t w ritte n  in  1997. T h e  o rig in a l N A E Y C  p o s it io n  s ta tem en t w as  w r itte n  in  1987, 

d u r in g  th e  tim e  th e  M S U  L a b  S ch o o l w as  in  o p e ra tio n . T h e  e le m e n ts  o f  th e  M S U  L ab  

S c h o o l c am e  fro m  e x a m in in g  th e  s tu d y ’s n a rra t iv e  fo r  k e y  id e a s  an d  m a jo r  p ro je c ts  in  

e x is te n c e  d u r in g  th e  22  y e a rs  th e  p ro g ra m s  w e re  in  o p e ra tio n .

T h e  a re  e ig h te e n  e le m e n ts  o f  th e  M S U  L a b  S c h o o l. T h e  lis t in c lu d es :

1. C o o p e ra tio n  a n d  c o m m u n ity

2. C o re  c u rr ic u lu m

3. E n v iro n m e n ta l p la y g ro u n d

4 . G if te d  e d u c a tio n

5. In d iv id u a liz e d  in s tru c tio n

6. K n o w le d g e  as a  sh a re d  c o m m o d ity

7. L a n g u a g e  d e v e lo p m e n t

8. L e a rn in g  is a  p ro c e s s  o f  p ro f ic ie n t  u se  o f  sk ills

9. M a in s tre a m in g

10. M in i- la b s

11. M u lti-a g e  g ro u p in g

12. P a re n t in v o lv e m e n t

33. S o cia l &  p e rso n a l d e v e lo p m e n t

14. S tu d e n ts ’ in v o lv e m e n t in  p la n n in g  a n d  im p le m e n tin g  le a rn in g  a c tiv itie s

15. T e a m  te a c h in g

16. V a rie ty  o f  in s tru c tio n a l m e th o d o lo g ie s

17. V a rie ty  o f  le a rn in g  sp ace s

18. V a rie ty  o f  le a rn in g  c o m m u n itie s
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Table la. Relationships Between th eNAEYC Components and the Elements o f the MSU Laboratory School.

E l e m e n t s  o f  t h e  M i n o t  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  L a b o r a t o r y  S c h o o l
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1 .  D o m a i n s  o f  c h i l d r e n ’ s  

d e v e l o p m e n t  a r e  c l o s e l y  r e l a t e d  

d e v e l o p m e n t  i n  o n e  d o m a i n  

i n f l u e n c e s  a n d  i s  i n f l u e n c e d  b y  

d e v e l o p m e n t  i n  o t h e r  d o m a i n s .

X X X

2 .  D e v e l o p m e n t  a  r e l a t i v e l y  o r d e r l y  

s e q u e n c e ,  w i t h  l a t e r  a b i l i t i e s ,  s k i l l s ,  

a n d  k n o w l e d g e  b u i l d i n g  o n  t h o ' - e  

a l r e a d y  a c q u i r e d .

X X X

3 .  D e v e l o p m e n t  a t  v a i y i n g  r a t e s  a n d  

u n e v e n  w i t h i n  d i f f e r e n t  a r e a s  o f  e a c h  

c h i l d ’ s  f u n c t i o n i n g .

X X X

4 .  E a r l y  e x p e r i e n c e s  h a v e  

c u m u l a t i v e  a n d  d e l a y e d  

e f f e c t s  o n  i n d i v i d u a l  c h i l d r e n ’ s  

d e v e l o p m e n t .  O p t i m a l  p e r i o d s  e x i s t  

f o r  c e r t a i n  t y p e s  o f  d e v e l o p m e n t  a n d  

l e a r n i n g .

X X

5 .  D e v e l o p m e n t  p r o c e e d s  in  

p r e d i c t a b l e  d i r e c t i o n s  t o w a r d  g r e a t e r  

c o m p l e x i t y ,  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  a n d  

i n t e r n a l i z a t i o n .

X X X X X

6 .  D e v e l o p m e n t  a n d  l e a r n i n g  

i n f l u e n c e d  b y  m u l t i p l e  s o c i a l  a n d  

c u l t u r a l  c o n t e x t s .

X X X X
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T a b l e l . R e l a t i o n s h i p s  B e t w e e n  t h e  N A E Y C  C o m p o n e n t s  a n d  t h e  E l e m e n t s  o f  t h e  M S U  L a b o r a t o r y  S c h o o l

(cont.).
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1 .  D o m a i n s  o f  c h i l d r e n ’ s  

d e v e l o p m e n t  a r e  c l o s e l y  r e l a t e d  

d e v e l o p m e n t  i n  o n e  d o m a i n  

i n f l u e n c e s  a n d  i s  i n f l u e n c e d  b y  

d e v e l o p m e n t  i n  o t h e r  d o m a i n s .

2 .  D e v e l o p m e n t  a  r e l a t i v e l y  o r d e r l y  

s e q u e n c e ,  w i t h  l a t e r  a b i l i t i e s ,  s k i l l s ,  

a n d  k n o w l e d g e  b u i l d i n g  o n  t h o s e  

a l r e a d y  a c q u i r e d .

3 .  D e v e l o p m e n t  a t  v a r y i n g  r a t e s  a n d  

u n e v e n  w i t h i n  d i f f e r e n t  a r e a s  o f  e a c h  

c h i l d ’ s  f u n c t i o n i n g .

X X

4 .  E a r l y  e x p e r i e n c e s  h a v e  

c u m u l a t i v e  a n d  d e l a y e d  

e f f e c t s  o n  i n d i v i d u a l  c h i l d r e n ’ s  

d e v e l o p m e n t .  O p t i m a l  p e r i o d s  e x i s t  

f o r  c e r t a i n  t y p e s  o f  d e v e l o p m e n t  a n d  

l e a r n i n g .

X

5 .  D e v e l o p m e n t  p r o c e e d s  i n  

p r e d i c t a b l e  d i r e c t i o n s  t o w a r d  g r e a t e r  

c o m p l e x i t y ,  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  a n d  

i n t e r n a l i z a t i o n .

6 .  D e v e l o p m e n t  a n d  l e a r n i n g  

i n f l u e n c e d  b y  m u l t i p l e  s o c i a l  a n d  

c u l t u r a l  c o n t e x t s .

X X X X X X X
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Table 1. Relationships Between the NAEYC Components and the Elements o f the MSU Laboratory School (cont.).

E l e m e n t s  o f  t h e  M i n o t  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  L a b o r a t o r y  S c h o o l
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7 .  C h i l d r e n  a r e  a c t i v e  l e a r n e r s ,  d r a w in g  o n  

d i r e c t  p h y s i c a l  a n d  s o c i a l  e x p e r i e n c e s  a s  

w e l l  a s  c u l t u r a l l y  t r a n s m i t t e d  k n o w l e d g e  t o  

c o n s t r u c t  t h e i r  o w n  u n d e r s t a n d i n g s  o f  t h e  

w o r l d  a r o u n d  t h e m .

X X X X X X X X X

8 .  D e v e l o p m e n t  a n d  l e a r n i n g  r e s u l t  f r o m  

i n t e r a c t i o n  o f  b i o l o g i c a l  m a t u r a t i o n  a n d  t h e  

e n v i r o n m e n t ,  w h i c h  i n c l u d e s  b o t h  t h e  

p h y s i c a l  a n d  s o c i a l  w o r l d s  t h a t  c h i l d r e n  

l i v e  in .

X X X X

9 .  P l a y  i s  a n  im p o r t a n t  v e h i c l e  f o r  

c h i l d r e n ’ s  s o c i a l ,  e m o t i o n a l ,  a n d  c o g n i t i v e  

d e v e l o p m e n t ,  a s  w e l l  a s  a  r e f l e c t i o n  o f  

t h e i r  d e v e l o p m e n t .

X X X X X

1 0 .  D e v e l o p m e n t  a d v a n c e s  w h e n  c h i l d r e n  

h a v e  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o  p r a c t i c e  n e w l y  

a c q u i r e d  s k i l l s  a s  w e l l  a s  w h e n  t h e y  

e x p e r i e n c e  a  c h a l l e n g e  j u s t  b e y o n d  t h e  

l e v e l  o f  t h e i r  p r e s e n t  m a s t e r y

X X X

1 1 .  C h i l d r e n  d e m o n s t r a t e  d i f f e r e n t  m o d e s  

o f  k n o w i n g  a n d  l e a r n i n g  a n d  d i f f e r e n t  

w a y s  o f  r e p r e s e n t i n g  w h a t t h e y  k n o w .

X X X X

1 2 .  C h i l d r e n  d e v e l o p  a n d  l e a n t  b e s t  in  t h e  

c o n t e x t  o f  a  c o m m u n i t y  w h e r e  t h e y  a r e  

s a f e  a n d  v a l u e d ,  t h e i r  p h y s i c a l  n e e d s  a r e  

m e t ,  a n d  t h e y  f e e l  p s y c h o l o g i c a l l y  s e c u r e .

X X X
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Table 1. Relationships Between th eNAEYC Components and the Elements o f the MSU Laboratory School (cont.).

E l e m e n t s  o f  t h e  M i n o t  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  L a b o r a t o r y  S c h o o l
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7 .  C h i l d r e n  a r e  a c t i v e  l e a r n e r s ,  d r a w in g  o n  

d i r e c t  p h y s i c a l  a n d  s o c i a l  e x p e r i e n c e s  a s  

w e l l  a s  c u l t u r a l l y  t r a n sm i t t e d  k n o w l e d g e  t o  

c o n s t r u c t  t h e i r  o w n  u n d e r s t a n d i n g s  o f  t h e  

w o r l d  a r o u n d  t h e m .

X X X X X

8 .  D e v e l o p m e n t  a n d  l e a r n i n g  r e s u l t  f r o m  

i n t e r a c t i o n  o f  b i o l o g i c a l  m a t u r a t i o n  a n d  t h e  

e n v i r o n m e n t ,  w h i c h  i n c l u d e s  b o t h  t h e  

p h y s i c a l  a n d  s o c i a l  w o r l d s  t h a t  c h i l d r e n  

l i v e  in .

X X X

9 .  P l a y  i s  a n  im p o r t a n t  v e h i c l e  f o r  

c h i l d r e n ’ s  s o c i a l ,  e m o t i o n a l ,  a n d  c o g n i t i v e  

d e v e l o p m e n t ,  a s  w e l l  a s  a  r e f l e c t i o n  o f  

t h e i r  d e v e l o p m e n t .

X X X

1 0 ,  D e v e l o p m e n t  a d v a n c e s  w h e n  c h i l d r e n  

h a v e  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o  p r a c t i c e  n e w l y  

a c q u i r e d  s k i l l s  a s  w e l l  a s  w h e n  t h e y  

e x p e r i e n c e  a  c h a l l e n g e  j u s t  b e y o n d  t h e  

l e v e l  o f  t h e i r  p r e s e n t  m a s t e r y

X

1 1 .  C h i l d r e n  d e m o n s t r a t e  d i f f e r e n t  m o d e s  

o f  k n o w i n g  a n d  l e a r n i n g  a n d  d i f f e r e n t  

w a y s  o f  r e p r e s e n t i n g  w h a t  t h e y  k n o w .

X X

1 2 .  C h i l d r e n  d e v e l o p  a n d  l e a r n  b e s t  i n  t h e  

c o n t e x t  o f  a  c o m m u n i t y  w h e r e  t h e y  a r e  

s a f e  a n d  v a l u e d ,  t h e i r  p h y s i c a l  n e e d s  a r e  

m e t ,  a n d  t h e y  f e e l  p s y c h o l o g i c a l l y  s e c u r e .

X X X

.

X X
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T h e  e le m e n ts  o f  th e  M S U  L a b  S c h o o l w e re  c o d e d  a n d  c h e c k e d  fo r  p a t te rn s  to  see  

i f  th e re  is a  g o o d  f i t  b e tw e e n  th e m  a n d  th e  tw e lv e  c o m p o n e n ts  o f  th e  N A E Y C  p o s it io n  

s ta te m e n t (se e  p a g e s  2 8  -  3 0 ). T h e n  th e  d a ta  w e re  d e s c r ib e d  in  te rm s  o f  b e t te r  fit, g o o d  

fit, a n d  w e a k e r  fit . T h e  N A E Y C  c o m p o n e n ts  a re  l is te d  s ta r t in g  w ith  th e  o n e s  th a t 

c o r re s p o n d  w ith  th e  e le m e n ts  o f  th e  M S U  L a b  b e t te r  a n d  c o n t in u in g  o n  th ro u g h  th e  o n e s  

th a t  d o  n o t  c o r re s p o n d  a s w e ll .

B e tte r  F it

T h e re  a re  tw o  c o m p o n e n ts  th a t  q u a lify  a s h a v in g  b e tte r  fit. T h e y  a re  a s  fo llo w s :

(a ) C h ild re n  a re  a c t iv e  le a rn e rs , d ra w in g  o n  d ire c t  p h y s ic a l  a n d  so c ia l e x p e r ie n c e s  a s w e ll 

a s  c u l tu ra l ly  tra n s m it te d  k n o w le d g e  to  c o n s tru c t  th e ir  o w n  u n d e rs ta n d in g s  o f  th e  w o r ld  

a ro u n d  th e m , an d  (b )  D e v e lo p m e n t  a n d  le a rn in g  re s u l t  f ro m  in te ra c t io n  o f  b io lo g ic a l  

m a tu ra t io n  a n d  th e  e n v iro n m e n t ,  w h ic h  in c lu d e s  b o th  th e  p h y s ic a l a n d  s o c ia l  w o r ld s  th a t  

c h ild re n  liv e  in , is  th e  n e x t  c o m p o n e n t w ith  b e tte r  fit . T h e s e  c o m p o n e n ts  h a v e  a  

c o r re s p o n d e n c e  le v e l a t  5 0 %  o r  b e tte r .

T h e  b e s t  f it  b e tw e e n  th e  N A E Y C  c o m p o n e n ts  a n d  th e  e le m e n ts  o f  M S U  L a b s  

s c h o o l is  th a t  c h i ld re n  a re  a c tiv e  le a rn e r s , d ra w in g  o n  d ire c t  p h y s ic a l  a n d  s o c ia l 

e x p e r ie n c e s  a s w e ll  a s  c u ltu ra l ly  t r a n s m it te d  k n o w le d g e  to  c o n s tru c t  th e ir  o w n  

u n d e rs ta n d in g s  o f  th e  w o r ld  a ro u n d  th e m . T h e re  a re  fo u r te e n  e le m e n ts  o f  th e  M S U  L a b  

S c h o o l th a t  f it  w i th  th is  c o m p o n e n t . T h e s e  c o r re s p o n d in g  e le m e n ts  in c lu d e : c o o p e ra t io n  

a n d  c o m m u n ity , c o re  c u r r ic u lu m , e n v iro n m e n ta l  p la y g ro u n d , g if te d  e d u c a tio n , 

in d iv id u a liz e d  in s tru c tio n , k n o w le d g e  a s  a  s h a re d  c o m m o d ity , la n g u a g e  d e v e lo p m e n t ,  

le a rn in g  a s  a  p ro c e s s  o f  p ro f ic ie n t  u s e  o f  s k ills ,  m a in s tr e a m in g , m in i- la b s , m u lt i- a g e  

g ro u p in g , p a re n t  in v o lv e m e n t ,  so c ia l a n d  p e rs o n a l  d e v e lo p m e n t,  an d  te a m  te a c h in g .
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T h e s e  e le m e n ts  o f  th e  M S U  L a b  S c h o o l re la te  to  th is  N A E Y C  c o m p o n e n t b e c a u s e  

th e y  a ll a re  d e g re e s  o f  p h y s ic a l  o r  s o c ia l e n v iro n m e n ts  w h e re  c h ild re n  a re  a b le  to  in te ra c t  

w ith  p e o p le  a n d  o b je c ts  a ro u n d  th e m  to  h e lp  th e m  to  le a rn  a b o u t th e ir  w o r ld  a n d  to  b e g in  

to  h a v e  it m a k e  s e n s e  to  th e m . F a m ily  is  o n e  c u ltu ra l c o n te x t  fo r  a ll o f  th e  c h ild re n . 

In v o lv in g  th e  p a re n ts  h e lp e d  c h ild re n  to  b r in g  a  f a m ilia r  so c ia l c o n te x t  f ro m  w h ic h  th e y  

c o u ld  d ra w .

D e v e lo p m e n t a n d  le a rn in g  re s u lt  f ro m  in te ra c tio n  o f  b io lo g ic a l  m a tu ra t io n  a n d  th e  

e n v iro n m e n t, w h ic h  in c lu d e s  b o th  th e  p h y s ic a l  a n d  so c ia l w o r ld s  th a t  c h ild re n  liv e  in , is  

th e  n e x t c o m p o n e n t w ith  b e t te r  fit . T h e re  a re  e le v e n  e le m e n ts  th a t  c o r re sp o n d . T h e y  a re  

c o o p e ra tio n  a n d  c o m m u n ity ,  in d iv id u a l iz e d  in s tru c tio n , k n o w le d g e  a s  a  sh a re d  

c o m m o d ity , la n g u a g e  d e v e lo p m e n t ,  m in i- la b s ,  m u lt i- a g e  g ro u p in g , p a re n t  in v o lv e m e n t,  

so c ia l &  p e rs o n a l  d e v e lo p m e n t ,  te a m  te a c h in g , v a r ie ty  o f  in s tru c tio n a l  m e th o d o lo g ie s ,  

v a r ie ty  o f  le a rn in g  c o m m u n it ie s .

C h ild re n  a t th e  s c h o o l w e re  a b le  to  le a m  a n d  in te ra c t  in  a  ra n g e  o f  b e h a v io r s  th a t  

m a d e  it p o s s ib le  fo r  th e m  to  in te ra c t  in  w a y s  th a t  p ro m o te d  d e v e lo p m e n t  w h ile  s u p p o r te d  

b y  th e  v a r io u s  p ro g ra m s  a n d  m e th o d o lo g ie s .

G ood  F it

T h e re  a re  s ix  c o m p o n e n ts  th a t  q u a lify  fo r  th is  d e s ig n a tio n . T o  q u a lify  a s a  g o o d  f it  

th e  N A E Y C  c o m p o n e n t  h a d  to  h a v e  a  c o r re s p o n d e n c e  p e rc e n ta g e  b e tw e e n  2 5 %  a n d  5 0 % .

P la y  is  th e  f ir s t  c o m p o n e n t  in  th is  c a te g o ry . P la y  is  a n  im p o r ta n t  v e h ic le  fo r  

c h i ld r e n ’s s o c ia l,  e m o tio n a l ,  a n d  c o g n i t iv e  d e v e lo p m e n t, a s  w e ll  a s a  re f le c t io n  o f  th e i r  

d e v e lo p m e n t. T h e  c o r re s p o n d in g  e le m e n ts  a re : e n v iro n m e n ta l  p la y g ro u n d , in d iv id u a l iz e d  

in s tru c tio n , a n d  k n o w le d g e  a s  a  s h a re d  c o m m o d ity ,  la n g u a g e  d e v e lo p m e n t,
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m a in s tre a m in g , s o c ia l a n d  p e rs o n a l  d e v e lo p m e n t,  v a r ie ty  o f  in s tru c tio n a l m e th o d o lo g ie s ,  

a n d  v a r ie ty  o f  le a rn in g  sp a c e s .

P la y  w a s  e v id e n t  in  th e s e  e le m e n ts . T h e  c h ild re n  a t th e  M S U  L a b  S c h o o l w e re  

ta u g h t to  c o o p e ra te  a s th e y  le a rn e d . T h e y  w e re  a b le  to  sh a re  in fo rm a tio n  o n  a so c ia l le v e l 

a s th e y  w o rk e d  a n d  p la y  a t le a rn in g  c e n te rs  o r  m in i- la b s .

C h ild re n  d e v e lo p  a n d  le a rn  b e s t in  th e  c o n te x t  o f  a  c o m m u n ity  w h e re  th e y  a re  s a fe  

a n d  v a lu e d , th e ir  p h y s ic a l  n e e d s  a re  m e t,  a n d  th e y  fee l p s y c h o lo g ic a lly  s e c u re . T h is  is  th e  

n e x t  N A E Y C  c o m p o n e n t .  T h e  e ig h t  e le m e n ts  o f  M S U  L a b  S c h o o l th a t  c o r re s p o n d  

in c lu d e : c o o p e ra tio n  a n d  c o m m u n ity ,  in d iv id u a liz e d  in s tru c tio n , k n o w le d g e  a s  a  s h a re d  

c o m m o d ity , m in i- la b s ,  m u lt i - a g e  g ro u p in g , s o c ia l a n d  p e rs o n a l  d e v e lo p m e n t,  te a m  

te a c h in g , a n d  v a r ie ty  o f  le a rn in g  c o m m u n it ie s .

C o m m u n ity  w as  e v id e n t  a t th e  s c h o o l in  th e  p h i lo s o p h ic a l  s tru c tu re s  a n d  th e  

c la s s ro o m  o rg a n iz a tio n . T h is  c o m m u n ity  w a s  th e n  a b le  to  s u p p o r t  th e  c h i ld r e n ’s le a rn in g  

a n d  d e v e lo p m e n t.

D e v e lo p m e n t  a n d  le a rn in g  re s u lt  fro m  in te ra c t io n  o f  b io lo g ic a l  m a tu ra t io n  a n d  th e  

e n v iro n m e n t, w h ic h  in c lu d e s  b o th  th e  p h y s ic a l  a n d  so c ia l w o r ld s  th a t  c h i ld re n  liv e  in , 

c o r re s p o n d  to  s e v e n  d if f e r e n t  e le m e n ts  o f  th e  M S U  L a b  S c h o o l. T h e  c o r re s p o n d in g  

e le m e n ts  a re : c o o p e ra t io n  a n d  c o m m u n ity ,  in d iv id u a liz e d  in s tru c tio n , k n o w le d g e  a s  a  

sh a re d  c o m m o d ity ,  k n o w le d g e  a s  a  s h a re d  c o m m o d ity , m a in s tre a m in g , m in i- la b s ,  m in i 

la b s , a n d  v a r ie ty  o f  le a rn in g  c o m m u n it ie s .

A s  th e  c h ild re n  m a tu re d  th e y  w e re  e x p o se d  to  im p o r ta n t  id e a s  a n d  a  v a r ie ty  o f  

s i tu a tio n s  th a t  g a v e  th e m  th e  o p p o r tu n i ty  to  b e  in v o lv e d  w ith  a n  a s s o r tm e n t o f  s o c ia l  

e x p e r ie n c e s  w ith  d if f e r e n t  g ro u p s  o f  p e o p le .
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T h e  n e x t th re e  N A E Y C  c o m p o n e n ts  e a c h  h a v e  f iv e  M S U  L ab  S c h o o l e le m e n ts  

th a t  c o r re sp o n d  to  th e m . T h e  f ir s t  c o m p o n e n t is: d e v e lo p m e n t p ro c e e d s  a t v a ry in g  ra te s  

fro m  c h ild  to c h ild  a s w e ll  a s  u n e v e n ly  w ith in  d if fe re n t a re a s  o f  e ac h  c h i ld ’s fu n c tio n in g . 

T h e  c o r re s p o n d in g  e le m e n ts  o f  th e  M S U  L a b  S ch o o l fo r  th is  N A E Y C  c o m p o n e n t  are: 

g if te d  ec1 c a tio n , in d iv id u a liz e d  in s tru c tio n , m a in s tre a m in g , s tu d e n ts  in v o lv e m e n t in  

p la n n in g  a n d  im p le m e n tin g  le a n in g  a c tiv itie s , a n d  v a r ie ty  o f  in s tru c tio n a l m e th o d o lo g ie s

A ll  o f  th e s e  e le m e n ts  d e m o n s tra te  th e  w a y s  th e  M S U  L a b  S c h o o l fo u n d  to  m e e t 

th e  n e e d s  c h ild re n  h a d  as th e y  d e v e lo p e d  a n d  le a rn e d  a t th e ir  o w n  in d iv id u a l w ay s .

D e v e lo p m e n t p ro c e e d s  in p re d ic ta b le  d ire c tio n s  to w a rd  g re a te r  c o m p le x ity ,  

o rg a n iz a tio n , a n d  in te rn a liz a tio n , is  th e  n e x t  N A E Y C  c o m p o n e n t. T h e  f iv e  

c o r re sp o n d in g  M S U  L a b  S c h o o l e le m e n ts  c o n s is t  of: c o re  c u rr ic u lu m , g if te d  e d u c a tio n , 

in d iv id u a liz e d  in s tru c tio n , la n g u a g e  d e v e lo p m e n t, a n d  le a rn in g  a s a  p ro c e s s  o f  p ro f ic ie n t 

u se  o f  sk ills .

T h e  c o re  c u rr ic u lu m  a n d  th e  p la n n in g  d o n e  b y  th e  te a c h e rs  e n su re d  th a t c h ild re n  

w e re  le a rn in g  a n d  th a t  th e y  w e re  a b le  to  d e m o n s tra te  th e ir  a b ili ty  to  u se  th o s e  s k ills  in  

a p p ro p r ia te  s itu a tio n s . T h e  g if te d  a n d  in d iv id u a liz e d  in s tru c tio n  p ro g ra m s  le t  c h ild re n  

o rg a n iz e  a n d  in te rn a liz e  th e  sk ills  a n d  s tra te g ie s  th a t  th e y  h a d  le a rn ed .

T h e  la s t  c o m p o n e n t w ith  g o o d  fit is : c h ild re n  d e m o n s tra te  d if f e re n t  m o d e s  o f  

k n o w in g  a n d  le a rn in g  an d  d if fe re n t w a y s  o f  re p re se n tin g  w h a t th e y  k n o w . E le m e n ts  th a t 

c o r re s p o n d  in c lu d e : g if te d  e d u c a tio n , in d iv id u a liz e d  in s tru c tio n , m a in s tre a m in g , s tu d e n t 

in v o lv e m e n t in  p la n n in g  an d  im p le m e n tin g  le a n in g  a c tiv itie s , a n d  v a r ie ty  o f  in s tru c tio n a l 

m e th o d o lo g ie s .
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T h e  c h ild re n  a t th e  M S U  L ab  S c h o o l w e re  p e rm itte d  to  m a k e  c h o ic e s  and  f in d  th e  

w a y s  th a t th e y  w e re  a b le  to  le a rn  b e s t. O n e  e x a m p le  w a s  th e  w a y  m a th  w a s  ta u g h t. 

C h ild re n  w e re  a llo w e d  to  u se  w h a te v e r  m e th o d  w o rk e d  fo r  th e m  to  le a rn  th e  sk ills  an d  

s tra te g ie s . T h e  o n e s  th a t fe lt  su c c e ss fu l c o m p le tin g  a  w o rk s h e e t  w e re  g iv e n  w o rk sh e e ts  

to  do . T h o se  th a t w a n te d  to  w o rk  a t th e  m a th  c e n te r  a n d  c o m p le te  th e  ta sk s  c o u ld  c h o o se  

to  w o rk  th e re .

W eaker F it

W e a k e r  f it  is  th e  f in a l c a te g o ry  o f  c o rre sp o n d e n c e . T h e re  a re  fo u r  N A E Y C  

c o m p o n e n ts  th a t fa ll in to  th is  c a te g o ry . T h e se  N A E Y C  c o m p o n e n ts  h a v e  le ss  th a t  2 5 %  

o f  th e  e le m e n ts  o f  th e  M S U  L a b  S c h o o l th a t c o r re s p o n d  to  th e m

T h e  firs t N A E Y C  c o m p o n e n t in  th is  c a te g o ry  is: d e v e lo p m e n t a d v a n c e s  w h e n  

c h ild re n  h a v e  o p p o r tu n itie s  to  p ra c tic e  n e w ly -a c q u ire d  sk ills  a s  w e ll  a s w h e n  th e y  

e x p e r ie n c e  a  c h a lle n g e  ju s t  b e y o n d  th e  lev e l o f  th e ir  p re s e n t  m a s te ry . T h e  fo u r  

c o rre s p o n d in g  M S U  L a b  S c h o o l e le m e n ts  are : e n v iro n m e n ta l  p la y g ro u n d , g if te d  

e d u c a tio n , in d iv id u a liz e d  in s tru c tio n , a n d  m u lt i- a g e  g ro u p in g .

T h e  n e x t N A E Y C  c o m p o n e n t in  th is  c a te g o ry  is: d o m a in s  o f  c h i ld re n ’s 

d e v e lo p m e n t p h y s ic a l, so c ia l e m o tio n a l, a n d  c o g n it iv e  a re  c lo s e ly  re la te d , d e v e lo p m e n t 

in  o n e  d o m a in  in f lu e n c e s  a n d  is  in f lu e n c e d  b y  d e v e lo p m e n t in  o th e r  d o m a in s . T h e  th re e  

c o rre s p o n d in g  e le m e n ts  o f  th e  M S U  L a b  S c h o o l a re : e n v iro n m e n ta l p la y g ro u n d , 

in d iv id u a liz e d  in s tru c tio n , an d  le a rn in g  a s a  p ro c e s s  o f  p ro f ic ie n t  u se  o f  sk ills .

D e v e lo p m e n t o c c u rs  in  a  re la tiv e ly  o rd e r ly  s e q u e n c e , w ith  la te r  a b ilitie s , sk ills , 

a n d  k n o w le d g e  b u ild in g  o n  th o s e  a lre a d y  a c q u ire d  is  th e  n e x t N A E Y C  c o m p o n e n t. T h e re
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a re  o n ly  th re e  e le m e n ts  th a t c o r re sp o n d  w e ll  to  th is  c o m p o n e n t:  c o re  c u rr ic u lu m , 

e n v iro n m e n ta l p la y g ro u n d , a n d  in d iv id u a liz e d  in s tru c tio n .

T h e  last N A E Y C  c o m p o n e n t is: e a r ly  e x p e r ie n c e s  h a v e  b o th  c u m u la tiv e  an d  

d e la y e d  e ffe c ts  o n  in d iv id u a l c h i ld re n ’s d e v e lo p m e n t. O p tim a l p e r io d s  e x is t  fo r  c e r ta in  

ty p e s  o f  d e v e lo p m e n t an d  le a rn in g . T h e  c o r re s p o n d in g  M S U  L a b  S ch o o l e le m e n ts  are : 

c o re  c u rr ic u lu m , in d iv id u a liz e d  in s tru c tio n , a n d  s tu d e n ts ’ in v o lv e m e n t in  p la n n in g  an d  

im p le m e n tin g  le a n in g  a c tiv itie s .

T h e  re la t io n s h ip  o f  th e se  la s t th re e  se ts  o f  N A E Y C  c o m p o n e n ts  a n d  e le m e n ts  

d e m o n s tra te  h o w  th e  s tu d e n ts  th e  o p p o r tu n i t ie s  to  le a rn  a n  d e v e lo p  a s  in d iv id u a ls  b e c a u s e  

te a c h e rs  w e re  a w a re  o f  w h a t w a s  a p p ro p r ia te  fo r  th e m

T h is  c o m p a r iso n  o f  th e  N A E Y C  c o m p o n e n ts  a n d  th e  e le m e n ts  o f  th e  M S U  L a b  

S c h o o l d e m o n s tra te s  th a t  th e  s c h o o l w a s  u s in g  d e v e lo p m e n ta lly  a p p ro p r ia te  p ra c tic e s  

fro m  th e  la te  1 96 0s  u n til  th e  sch o o l c lo se d  in  1990 .

R e la tion sh ip s  B e tw een  N AE YC  C om ponen ts  a n d  P r in c ip le s  o f  In d iv id u a lized  In s tru c tion  

T h e  s e c o n d  h a l f  o f  th e  f in a l re s e a rc h  q u e s tio n  c o n c e rn s  th e  in d iv id u a liz e d  

in s tru c tio n  p ro g ra m  u s e d  b y  th e  te a c h e rs  a t th e  sc h o o l. A  p r im a ry  re a so n  fo r  d is c u s s in g  

th e  p r in c ip le s  o f  in d iv id u a liz e d  in s tru c tio n  an d  h o w  i t  re la te s  to  d e v e lo p m e n ta lly  

a p p ro p r ia te  p ra c tic e s  b e c o m e s  a p p a re n t  w h e n  s tu d y in g  th e  p a tte rn s  th a t d e v e lo p e d . T h e  

o n ly  e le m e n t th a t  is  c o rre sp o n d e d  to  e v e ry  N A E Y C  c o m p o n e n t w a s  in d iv id u a liz e d  

in s tru c tio n . S in c e  in d iv id u a liz e d  in s tru c tio n  is  a  s ig n if ic a n t  c o n c e p t w ith  e ig h te e n  

p r in c ip le s  re la te d  to  it , it  is  re a so n a b le  to  e x a m in e  its  re la t io n s h ip  to  th e  N A E Y C  

c o m p o n e n ts  fu r th e r .
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T h e  p ro c e s s  w a s  s im ila r  to  th e  o n e  u se d  fo r  th e  c o m p a r iso n  b e tw e e n  th e  N A E Y C  

c o m p o n e n t an d  th e  e le m e n ts  o f  th e  M S1J L a b  S ch o o l. T h e  in fo rm a tio n  is re c o rd e d  o n  

T a b le  2. N e x t, th e  p r in c ip le s  o f  in d iv id u a liz e d  in s tru c tio n  w e re  c o d e d  an d  c h e c k e d  fo r  

p a tte rn s  to  see  i f  th e re  w a s  a  g o o d  fit b e tw e e n  th e m  an d  th e  N A E Y C  c o m p o n e n ts . T h e n  

th e  d a ta  w a s  d e s c r ib e d  in  te rm s  o f  b e t te r  fit , g o o d  fit , o r  w e a k e r  fit. The N A E Y C  

c o m p o n e n ts  a re  d is c u s s e d  s ta r tin g  w ith  th e  o n e s  th a t  c o rre sp o n d  w ith  th e  p r in c ip le  o f  

in d iv id u a liz e d  in s tru c tio n  s ta r tin g  w ith  b e tte r  fit a n d  c o n tin u in g  o n  th ro u g h  th e  o n e s  w ith  

w e a k e r  fit..

E v e n  th o u g h  in d iv id u a liz e d  in s tru c tio n  m a tc h e d  N A E Y C  c o m p o n e n ts  o f  

d e v e lo p m e n ta lly  in s tru c tio n , it  is  in te re s t in g  to  n o te  th a t th e  in d iv id u a l f it  to  sp e c if ic  

p r in c ip le s  o f  in d iv id u a liz e d  in s tru c tio n  is  n o t  a s  g o o d . T h is  c o u ld  b e  b e c a u s e  th e  

p r in c ip le s  o f  in d iv id u a liz e d  in s tru c tio n  a re  m o re  sp e c if ic  in  n a tu re  o r  th a t th e y  re la te  to  a  

s p e c if ic  N A E Y C  c o m p o n e n t o f  d e v e lo p m e n ta lly  a p p ro p ria te  p ra c tic e s .

B e tte r  F it

U sin g  th e  sa m e  p e rc e n ta g e  fo r  th e  p r in c ip le s  o f  in d iv id u a liz e d  in s tru c tio n  th a t  w a s  

u s e d  fo r  th e  e le m e n ts  o f  th e  M S U  L a b  S c h o o l, b e tte r  fit w ill h a v e  a t le a s t 5 0 %  o f  th e  

p r in c ip le s  o f  in d iv id u a liz e d  in s tru c tio n  re la te d  to  th e  N A E Y C  c o m p o n e n t. T h e re  is  o n ly  

o n e  c o m p o n e n t th a t  m e e ts  th is  re q u ire m e n t: c h ild re a  a re  a c tiv e  le a rn e rs , d ra w in g  o n  

d ire c t  p h y s ic a l a n d  so c ia l e x p e r ie n c e  a s w e ll  a s  c u ltu ra lly  tra n s m itte d  k n o w le d g e  to  

c o n s tru c t  th e ir  o w n  u n d e rs ta n d in g s  o f  th e  w o r ld  a ro u n d  th e m . T h e  n in e  p r in c ip le s  o f  

in d iv id u a liz e d  in s tru c tio n  th a t  re la te  to  th is  N A E Y C  c o m p o n e n t are :

1. T e a c h e rs  c a n n o t h a v e  p re c o n c e iv e d  id e a s  o f  w h a t a  c h ild  c a n  o r  c a n n o t do .
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2. T h e re  is n o  o n e  r ig h t  se t o f  in fo rm a tio n  a  c h ild  n e e d s  to  le a n t  o r  a  t im e  lim it  

fo r  it to  b e  le arn ed .

3. W h e n  a  c h ild  re a liz e s  le a rn in g  is  im p o r ta n t, le a rn in g  w ill h a p p en . T h e  

le a rn in g  e x p e r ie n c e  is  p e rso n a l.

4 . A  ch ild  can  le a rn  w h e n  g iv e n  th e  in d e p e n d e n c e  u n d e r  th e  p ro p e r  

e n v iro n m e n t.

5. L e a rn in g  m u s t b e  a n  in te g ra te d  e x p e r ie n c e , n o t a  s e r ie s  o f  u n re la te d  fa c ts .

6. A  ch i ld  m u s t b e  g iv e n  in d iv id u a l o p p o r tu n i t ie s  to  o b se rv e , in v e s tig a te , 

d e v e lo p  h y p o th e se s , an d  d is c o v e r .

7. A  c h i ld ’s in d iv id u a l d e v e lo p m e n t o f  in te re s ts  a n d  p e rso n a l p o te n tia l  is m o re  

im p o r ta n t th a n  c o n te n t.

8. In d iv id u a liz e d  in s tru c tio n  u s e s  m a n y  m a te r ia ls  o n  m a n y  le v e ls .

9. A  ch i ld  m u s t fe e l s e c u re  to  d e v e lo p  a  p o s it iv e  s e l f  c o n c e p t. L e a rn in g  is  s e c u re  

a c tiv ity . T h e  p ro p e r  e n v iro n m e n t s tre n g th e n s  th e  c h i ld ’s s e l f  c o n ce p t.

T h is  N A E Y C  c o m p o n e n t an d  re la te d  n in e  p r in c ip le s  a t te m p t to  e x p la in  th e  

le a rn in g  e x p e r ie n c e  fro m  th e  c h i ld re n ’s v ie w  as w e ll a s  th e  k in d  o f  e n v iro n m e n t th a t  w ill 

e n h a n c e  th e  le a rn in g  e x p e r ie n c e  b y  g iv in g  th e  c h ild re n  th e  p s y c h o lo g ic a l, c u ltu ra l, an d  

p h y s ic a l su p p o r t th e y  n e e d . S o m e  o f  th e  w a y s  th e  M S U  L a b  S c h o o l m a n a g e d  th is  w a s  

th ro u g h  th e  u s e  o f  m in i- la b s , le a rn in g  c e n te rs , an d  m u lt i- a g e  g ro u p in g . C h ild re n  w e re  

a lso  e n c o u ra g e d  to  so m e  o f  th e ir  o w n  c o u rs e  o f  s tu d y  th ro u g h  th e  u se  o f  th e  p a re n t-c h ild -  

te a c h e r  c o n fe re n c e s  a n d  IE P s .
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G ood  F it

T h e  f iv e  N A E Y C  c o m p o n e n ts  th a t d e m o n s tra te  g o o d  fit h a v e  a  r e la t io n s h ip  to  th e  

p r in c ip le s  o f  in d iv id u a liz e d  in s tru c tio n  a t a  2 5 %  to  5 0 %  le v el. T h e  f ir s t  N A E Y C  

c o m p o n e n t u n d e r  d is c u s s io n  in th is  c a te g o ry  is th a t p la y  is  a n  im p o r ta n t v e h ic le  fo r 

c h i ld r e n ’s so c ia l, e m o tio n a l, an d  c o g n itiv e  d e v e lo p m e n t, a s w e ll  a s a  re f le c t io n  o f  th e ir  

d e v e lo p m e n t. T h is  N A E Y C  c o m p o n e n t h a s  six  re la te d  p r in c ip le s . T h e y  a re :

1. W h e n  a  c h ild  re a liz e s  le a rn in g  is im p o r ta n t, le a rn in g  w ill h a p p e n .

T h e  le a rn in g  e x p e r ie n c e  is  p e rso n a l.

2 . L e a rn in g  m u s t b e  an  in te g ra te d  e x p e r ie n c e , n o t a se r ie s  o f  u n re la te d  fa c ts .

3. A  c h i ld  m u s t b e  g iv e n  in d iv id u a l o p p o r tu n itie s  to  o b se rv e , in v e s t ig a te ,

d e v e lo p  h y p o th e se s , a n d  d is c o v e r .

4 . A  c h i ld ’s in d iv id u a l d e v e lo p m e n t o f  in te re s ts  a n d  p e rso n a l p o te n tia l  is

m o re  im p o r ta n t th a n  c o n ten t.

5. In d iv id u a liz e d  in s tru c tio n  u se s  m a n y  m a te r ia ls  o n  m a n y  le v e ls .

6. A  te a c h e r  n e e d s  to  b e  c re a tiv e , se n s itiv e , f le x ib le , an d  c a p a b le  o f

m o tiv a tin g  s tu d en ts .

P la y  is  o n e  to o l c h ild re n  u se  to  le arn . It is  a  p e rs o n a l e x p e r ie n c e  th a t  c h ild re n  u se  

to  in te g ra te  w h a t th e y  h a v e  le a rn e d  a s  w e ll  a s to  o b se rv e , e x p lo re , a n d  d is c o v e r . C h ild re n  

c an  e x p e r im e n t w ith  n e w  id e a s , c o n c e p ts , a n d  in fo rm a tio n  in  th e  k in d  o f  e n v iro n m e n t th a t 

w ill p e rm it  th e m  to  g ro w . T e a c h e rs  p re p a re  th e  a p p ro p r ia te  e n v iro n m e n t b y  su p p ly  in g  a  

w id e  v a r ie ty  o f  m a te r ia ls  a n d  o p p o r tu n itie s . A t th e  M S U  L a b  S c h o o l th e  te a c h e rs  w e re  

c o n s ta n tly  lo o k in g  fo r  n e w  w a y s  to  p ro v id e  th e  c h ild re n  w ith  th e  to o ls  th e y  n e e d e d , T h is  

in c lu d e d  th e  e n v iro n m e n ta l p la y g ro u n d , le a rn in g  c e n te rs , w r i t in g  an d  a r t s u p p lie s , a s w e ll
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as o th e r  c re a tiv e  o p p o r tu n i t ie s  th a t w o u ld  a r ise  f ro m  c o n fe re n c e s , IE P s , o r  o th e r  

c o n v e rs a tio n s  w ith  th e  c h ild re n .

T h e  n e x t N A E Y C  c o m p o n e n t u n d e r  d is c u s s io n  is: d e v e lo p m e n t p ro c e e d s  a t 

v a ry in g  ra te s  fro m  c h ild  to  c h ild  a s w e ll  as u n e v e n ly  w ith in  d if f e re n t  a re a s  o f  e a c h  c h i ld ’s 

fu n c tio n in g . T h e  f iv e  re la te d  in d iv id u a liz e d  in s tru c tio n  p r in c ip le s  fo r  th is  N A E Y C  

c o m p o n e n t in c lu d e :

1. T e a c h e rs  c a n n o t h a v e  p re c o n c e iv e d  id e a s  o f  w h a t a  c h ild  c an  o r  c a n n o t do .

2 . E ach  s tu d e n t is  an  in d iv id u a l, w ith  a  u n iq u e  ra te  o f  g ro w th .

3 . T h e re  is  n o  o n e  r ig h t  se t o f  in fo rm a tio n  a  c h ild  n e e d s  to  le a rn  o r  a  t im e

lim it  fo r  it  to  b e  le a rn ed .

4 . T im e  lim its  fo r  d is c o v e ry  a n d  le a rn in g  a re  a n  u n n a tu ra l re s tr ic tio n .

5. In d iv id u a liz e d  in s tru c tio n  is c a re fu lly  p la n n e d  a n d  c o o rd in a te d .

T h e  te a c h e r  is  in  c o n tro l. It is  n o t  c h ao s . T h e re  is f le x ib il i ty  b u t  n o t

ir re sp o n s ib ility .

T h e  f ir s t  fo u r  p r in c ip le s  a re  lo g ic a l p re -e x is tin g  c o n d itio n s  th a t  w ill e n su re  th a t  th e  

te a c h e r  is  a w a re  o f  th e  in d iv id u a li ty  in v o lv e d  in  th e  le a rn in g  e x p e r ie n c e . T h e  f if th  

p r in c ip le  lis te d , th a t  th e  e x p e r ie n c e  is  p la n n e d  a n d  c o o rd in a te d  m a y  se e m  o u t  o f  p la c e , 

b u t  i t  is  n o t. In d iv id u a liz e d  in s tru c tio n  is  f le x ib le . T h e  te a c h e r  m u s t  b e  o rg a n iz e d  a n d  

a w a re  o f  th e  p re s e n t  le v e l o f  fu n c tio n in g  o f  th e  c h ild re n  a s w e ll  a s  w h a t s k ills  o r  a c tiv itie s  

th e  c h ild re n  w ill n e e d  to  h a v e  a  su c c e ss fu l le a rn in g  e x p e r ie n c e . A t th e  M S U  L a b  S c h o o l 

th e  te a c h e rs  p la n n e d  a n d  c o o rd in a te d  m a n y  le a rn in g  a c tiv itie s  in c lu d in g  m in i- la b s  an d  

le a rn in g  cen te rs . T h e  in d iv id u a l c o n fe re n c e s  th a t  te a c h e rs  h a d  w ith  s tu d e n ts  h e lp
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s tu d e n ts  to  le a rn  a t th e ir  o w n  ra te  a n d  w e re  fle x ib le  e n o u g h  th a t  c h ild re n  c o u ld  le a rn  w h a t 

th e y  n e e d e d  to  le a rn  a t th e  ra te  th a t  w a s  c o m fo r ta b le  fo r  th em .

T a b l e  2 .  R e l a t i o n s h i p s  B e t w e e n  t h e  N A E Y C  C o m p o n e n t s  a n d  t h e  P r i n c i p l e s  o f  I n d i v i d u a l i z e d  I n s t r u c t i o n .
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1 .  D o m a i n s  o f  c h i l d r e n ’ s  

d e v e l o p m e n t  a r e  c l o s e l y  r e l a t e d  

d e v e l o p m e n t  i n  o n e  d o m a i n  i n f l u e n c e s  

a n d  i s  i n f l u e n c e d  b y  d e v e l o p m e n t  i n  

o t h e r  d o m a i n s .

X

2 .  D e v e l o p m e n t  a  r e l a t i v e l y  o r d e r l y  

s e q u e n c e ,  w i t h  l a t e r  a b i l i t i e s ,  s k i l l s ,  

a n d  k n o w l e d g e  b u i l d i n g  o n  t h o s e  

a l r e a d y  a c q u i r e d .

3 .  D e v e l o p m e n t  a t  v a r y i n g  r a t e s  a n d  

u n e v e n  w i t h i n  d i f f e r e n t  a r e a s  o f  e a c h  

c h i l d ’ s  f u n c t i o n i n g .

X X X X

4 .  E a r l y  e x p e r i e n c e s  h a v e  

c u m u l a t i v e  a n d  d e l a y e d  

e f f e c t s  o n  i n d i v i d u a l  c h i l d r e n ’ s  

d e v e l o p m e n t .  O p t i m a l  p e r i o d s  e x i s t  

f o r  c e r t a i n  t y p e s  o f  d e v e l o p m e n t  a n d  

l e a r n i n g .

5 .  D e v e l o p m e n t  p r o c e e d s  i n  

p r e d i c t a b l e  d i r e c t i o n s  t o w a r d  g r e a t e r  

c o m p l e x i t y ,  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  a n d  

i n t e r n a l i z a t i o n .

6 .  D e v e l o p m e n t  a n d  l e a r n i n g  

i n f l u e n c e d  b y  m u l t i p l e  s o c i a l  a n d  

c u l t u r a l  c o n t e x t s .

X
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Table2 . Relationships Between the NAEYC Components and the Pr incip les o f Individualized Instruction

( c o n t . ) .

P r i n c i p l e s  c f  I n d i v i d u a l i z e d  I n s t r u c t i o n

C o m p o n e n t s  o f  N A E Y C  P o s i t i o n  
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1 .  D o m a i n s  o f  c h i l d r e n ’ s  

d e v e l o p m e n t  a r e  c l o s e l y  r e l a t e d  

d e v e l o p m e n t  i n  o n e  d o m a i n  

i n f l u e n c e s  a n d  i s  i n f l u e n c e d  b y  

d e v e l o p m e n t  i n  o t h e r  d o m a i n s .

2 .  D e v e l o p m e n t  a  r e l a t i v e l y  o r d e r l y  

s e q u e n c e ,  w i t h  l a t e r  a b i l i t i e s ,  s k i l l s ,  

a n d  k n o w l e d g e  b u i l d i n g  o n  t h o s e  

a l r e a d y  a c q u i r e d .

X X

3 .  D e v e l o p m e n t  a t  v a r y i n g  r a t e s  a n d  

u n e v e n  w i t h i n  d i f f e r e n t  a r e a s  o f  e a c h  

c h i l d ’ s  f u n c t i o n i n g .

X

4 .  E a r l y  e x p e r i e n c e s  h a v e  

c u m u l a t i v e  a n d  d e l a y e d  

e f f e c t s  o n  i n d i v i d u a l  c h i l d r e n ’ s  

d e v e l o p m e n t .  O p t i m a l  p e r i o d s  e x i s t  

f o r  c e r t a i n  t y p e s  o f  d e v e l o p m e n t  a n d  

l e a r n i n g .

X X

5 .  D e v e l o p m e n t  p r o c e e d s  in  

p r e d i c t a b l e  d i r e c t i o n s  t o w a r d  g r e a t e r  

c o m p l e x i t y ,  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  a n d  

i n t e r n a l i z a t i o n .

6 .  D e v e l o p m e n t  a n d  l e a r n i n g  

i n f l u e n c e d  b y  m u l t i p l e  s o c i a l  a n d  

c u l t u r a l  c o n t e x t s . X X
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Table 2. Relationships Between the NAEYC Components and the Principles o f Individualized Instruction (cont.).

P r i n c i p l e s  o f  I n d i v i d u a l i z e d  I n s t r u c t i o n
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7 .  C h i l d r e n  a r e  a c t i v e  l e a r n e r s ,  d r a w in g  o n  

d i r e c t  p h y s i c a l  a n d  s o c i a l  e x p e r i e n c e s  a s  

w e l l  a s  c u l t u r a l l y  t r a n s m i t t e d  k n o w l e d g e  

t o  c o n s t r u c t  t h e i r  o w n  u n d e r s t a n d i n g s  o f  

t h e  w o r l d  a r o u n d  t h e m .
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8 .  D e v e l o p m e n t  a n d  l e a r n i n g  r e s u l t  f r o m  

i n t e r a c t i o n  o f  b i o l o g i c a l  m a t u r a t i o n  a n d  

t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t ,  w h i c h  i n c l u d e s  b o d t  t h e  

p h y s i c a l  a n d  s o c i a l  w o r l d s  t h a t  c h i l d r e n  

l i v e  in .

X

9 .  P l a y  i s  a n  im p o r t a n t  v e h i c l e  f o r  

c h i l d r e n ’ s  s o c i a l ,  e m o t i o n a l ,  a n d  c o g n i t i v e  

d e v e l o p m e n t ,  a s  w e l l  a s  a  r e f l e c t i o n  o f  

t h e i r  d e v e l o p m e n t .

X X

1 0 .  D e v e l o p m e n t  a d v a n c e s  w h e n  c h i l d r e n  

h a v e  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o  p r a c t i c e  n e w l y  

a c q u i r e d  s k i l l s  a s  w e l l  a s  w h e n  t h e y  

e x p e r i e n c e  a  c h a l l e n g e  j u s t  b e y o n d  t h e  

l e v e l  o f  t h e i r  p r e s e n t  m a s t e r y

X X

1 1 . C h i l d r e n  d e m o n s t r a t e  d i f f e r e n t  m o d e s  

o f  k n o w i n g  a n d  l e a r n i n g  a n d  d i f f e r e n t  

w a y s  o f  r e p r e s e n t i n g  w h a t  t h e y  k n o w .

X X

1 2 .  C h i l d r e n  d e v e l o p  a n d  l e a r n  b e s t  in  t h e  

c o n t e x t  o f  a  c o m m u n i t y  w h e r e  t h e y  a r e  

s a f e  a n d  v a l u e d ,  t h e i r  p h y s i c a l  n e e d s  a r e  

m e t ,  a n d  t h e y  f e e l  p s y c h o l o g i c a l l y  s e c u r e .
X X
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Table 2. Relationships Between the NAEYC Components and the Principles o f Individualized Instruction (cont.).

P r i n c i p l e s  o f  I n d i v i d u a l i z e d  I n s t r u c t i o n

C o m p o n e n t s  o f  N A E Y C  P o s i t i o n  

S t a t e m e n t
9

 
S

k
i
l
l
 
d

e
v

e
l

o
p

m
e

n
t

 i
s

 m
o

r
e

 

i
m

p
o

r
t

a
n

t
 t

h
a

n
 

c
o

n
t

e
n

t
 

C
o

n
te

n
t 

is
 u

s
e

d
 

t
o

 t
e

a
c

h
 t

h
e

 s
k

il
ls

. 

C
o

n
te

n
t 

c
h

a
n

g
e

s
 i

n
 

t
i

m
e

, 
s

k
i

l
l

s

1
0

. 
A
 c
h
i
l
d

 m
u

s
t
 b

e
 g

iv
e

n
 

in
d

iv
i

d
u

a
l

 
o

p
p

o
r

t
u

n
i

t
i

e
s

 t
o

 

o
b

s
e

r
v

e
, 

in
v

e
s

ti
g

a
te

, 
a

n
d

 

d
e

v
e

l
o

p
 

h
y

p
o

th
e

s
e

s

1
1

. 
A
 c
h
i
l
d

's
 i

n
d

iv
id

u
a

l 

d
e

v
e

l
o

p
m

e
n

t
 o

f
 i

n
t

e
r

e
s

t
s

 a
n

d
 

p
e

r
s

o
n

a
l 

p
o

te
n

ti
a

l 
i

s
 m

o
r

e
 

i
m

p
o

r
t

a
n

t
 t

h
a

n
 

c
o

n
te

n
t

1
2

. 
I

n
d

iv
id

u
a

li
z

e
d

 
in

s
t

r
u

c
t

i
o

n
 

is
 

c
a

r
e

f
u

ll
y

 
p

la
n

n
e

d
 a

n
d

 

c
o

o
r

d
i

n
a

t
e

d
 

I
t

 i
s

 n
o

t
 c

h
a

o
s

. 

T
h

e
r

e
 i

s
 f

le
x

ib
il

it
y

 b
u

t
 n

o
t 

i
r

r
e

s
p

o
n

s
ib

il
it

y
.

1
3

. 
I

n
d

iv
id

u
a

li
z

e
d

 
i

n
s

t
r

u
c

ti
o

n
 

u
s

e
d

 
m

a
n

y
 m

a
t

e
r

i
a

l
s

 o
n

 
m

a
n

y
 

le
v

e
l

s

1
4

 
A
 
t

e
a

c
h

e
r

 N
e

e
d

s
 t

o
 b

e
 

c
r

e
a

ti
v

e
, 

s
e

n
s

it
iv

e
, 

f
l

e
x

i
b

l
e

, 
a

n
d

 

c
a

p
a

b
le

 o
f

 m
o

ti
v

a
ti

o
n

 s
t

u
d

e
n

t
s

1
5

 
A
 
c
h
i
l
d

 m
u

s
t
 f

e
e

l 
s

e
c

u
r

e
 t

o
 

d
e

v
e

l
o

p
 a

 
p

o
s

it
iv

e
 s

e
l

f
 c

o
n

c
e

p
t

 

L
e

a
r

n
i

n
g

 i
s

 a
 s

e
c

u
r

e
 a

c
ti

v
it

y
. 

T
h

e
 p

r
o

p
e

r
 e

n
v

ir
o

n
m

e
n

t 

s
t

r
e

n
g

t
h

e
n

s
 t

h
e

 c
h

i
l

d
's

 s
e

l
f

 

c
o

n
c

e
p

t

1
6

. 
P

r
o

f
e

s
s

i
o

n
a

l
s

 a
r

e
 c

a
u

ti
o

n
e

d
 

n
o

t
 t

o
 a

c
c

e
p

t
 o

r
 r

e
j

e
c

t
 a

n
y

 

e
d

u
c

a
ti

o
n

a
l 

i
n

n
o

v
a

ti
o

n
 

u
n

ti
l 

th
e

y
 

h
a

v
e

 
h

a
d

 
a

 c
h

a
n

c
e

 
to

 

e
x

p
e

r
i

e
n

c
e

 i
t

 f
i

r
s

t
 h

a
n

d

7 .  C h i l d r e n  a r e  a c t i v e  l e a r n e r s ,  d r a w in g  o n  

d i r e c t  p h y s i c a l  a n d  s o c i a l  e x p e r i e n c e s  a s  

w e l l  a s  c u l t u r a l l y  t r a n s m i t t e d  k n o w l e d g e  

t o  c o n s t r u c t  t h e i r  o w n  u n d e r s t a n d i n g s  o f  

t h e  w o r l d  a r o u n d  t h e m .

X X X X

8 .  D e v e l o p m e n t  a i d  l e a r n i n g  r e s u l t  f r o m  

i n t e r a c t i o n  o f  b i o l o g i c a l  m a tu r a t i o n  a n d  

t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t ,  w h i c h  i n c l u d e s  b o t h  t h e  

p h y s i c a l  a n d  s o c i a l  w o r l d s  t h a t  c h i l d r e n  

l i v e  in .

X X

9 .  P l a y  i s  a n  im p o r t a n t  v e h i c l e  f o r  

c h i l d r e n ’ s  s o c i a l ,  e m o t i o n a l ,  a n d  c o g n i t i v e  

d e v e l o p m e n t ,  a s  w e l l  a s  a  r e f l e c t i o n  o f  

t h e i r  d e v e l o p m e n t .

X X X X

1 0 .  D e v e l o p m e n t  a d v a n c e s  w h e n  c h i l d r e n  

h a v e  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o  p r a c t i c e  n e w l y  

a c q u i r e d  s k i l l s  a s  w e l l  a s  w h e n  t h e y  

e x p e r i e n c e  a  c h a l l e n g e  j u s t  b e y o n d  th e  

l e v e l  o f  t h e i r  p r e s e n t  m a s t e r y

X

1 1 .  C h i l d r e n  d e m o n s t r a t e  d i f f e r e n t  m o d e s  

o f  k n o w i n g  a n d  l e a r n i n g  a n d  d i f f e r e n t  

w a y s  o f  r e p r e s e n t i n g  w h a t  t h e y  k n o w .
X

1 2 .  C h i l d r e n  d e v e l o p  a n d  l e a r n  b e s t  in  t h e  

c o n t e x t  o f  a  c o m m u n i t y  w h e r e  t h e y  a r e  

s a t e  a n d  v a l u e d ,  t h e i r  p h y s i c a l  n e e d s  a r e  

m e t ,  a n d  t h e y  f e e l  p s y c h o l o g i c a l l y  s e c u r e .

X X X
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Th e  n e x t N A E Y C  c o m p o n e n t is th a t c h ild re n  d e m o n s tra te  d if fe re n t m o d e s  o f  

k n o w in g  and  le a rn in g  a n d  d iffe re n t w a y s  o f  re p re s e n tin g  w h a t th e y  k n o w . T h e  fiv e  

re la te d  p r in c ip le s  o f  th is  N A E Y C  c o m p o n e n t are :

1. T e a c h e rs  c a n n o t h a v e  p re c o n c e iv e d  id e a s  o f  w h a t a  c h ild  c an  o r  c a n n o t do .

2. T h e  b e s t e v a lu a tio n  c o n s is ts  o f  an  in d iv id u a l  c h i ld 's  fe e lin g  o f  s a tis fa c tio n , 

a c c e p ta n c e , a n d  se c u rity .

3. A  ch ild  m u s t  b e  g iv e n  in d iv id u a l o p p o r tu n i t ie s  to  o b se rv e , in v e s t ig a te , 

d e v e lo p  h y p o th e se s , a n d  d is c o v e r .

4. A  te a c h e r  n e e d s  to  b e  c re a tiv e , s e n s itiv e , f le x ib le , a n d  c a p a b le  o f  

m o tiv a tin g  s tu d e n ts .

5. P ro fe ss io n a l a re  c a u tio n e d  n o t  to  a c c e p t  o r  re je c t  an y  e d u c a tio n a l 

in n o v a tio n  u n til  th e y  h a v e  h a d  a  c h a n c e  to  e x p e r ie n c e  it f irs t h an d .

B e c a u se  c h ild re n  h a v e  d if fe re n t m o d e s  o f  th in k in g  th e y  n e ed  to  h a v e

o p p o r tu n itie s  to  e x p lo re  a n d  s tu d y  th e ir  w o rld . T h is  in c lu d e s  h o w  th e  le a rn in g  

p ro c e s s  is e v a lu a te d . It is  im p o r ta n t th a t  e v a lu a tio n  b e  a  sa fe  e x p e r ie n c e  th a t  h e lp s  

th e m  to  b e tte r  e x p re s s  w h a t it  is  th e y  k n o w  in  a  fo rm  th a t m a k e s  sen se  to  th e m . 1 h is  

is  a  c h ild -c e n te re d  e d u c a tio n a l  p ro c e ss .

I t is a lso  im p o r ta n t  th a t  te a c h e rs  h a v e  a  r e la t io n s h ip  w ith  a ll o f  th e ir  c h ild re n  

so  th a t  th e y  k n o w  th e ir  c h ild re n  ra th e r  th a n  u s in g  p re c o n c e iv e d  id e a s . I f  te a c h e rs  

c re a te  le a rn in g  e n v iro n m e n ts  th a t w ill h e lp  c h ild re n  d is c o v e r  h o w  to  le a rn ; th e y  w ill 

l ik e  th e ir  s tu d e n ts , a n d  w ill b e  w illin g  to  try  in n o v a tiv e  te c h n iq u e s
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Th e  M SLJ L ab  S c h o o l im p le m e n te d  c h ild -c e n te re d  p ro c e sse s  w h e n e v e r  it w as  

p o s s ib le  b y  c re a tin g  le a rn in g  c e n te rs , th e m e s , a n d  a c tiv itie s  th a t  le t  c h ild re n  f in d  th e ir  

o w n  w a y  to  le a rn  w ith  th e  h e lp  o f  s k illfu l,  c re a tiv e  te ac h e rs .

T h e  n e x t N A E Y C  c o m p o n e n t in  ‘h is  c a te g o ry  is th a t c h ild re n  d e v e lo p  a n d  

learn  b e s t in  th e  c o n te x t o f  a  c o m m u n ity  w h e re  th e y  a re  sa fe  a n d  v a lu e d , th e ir  

p h y s ic a l n e e d s  a re  m e t, a n d  th e y  fee l p s y c h o lo g ic a lly  se cu re . R e la te d  p r in c ip le s  o f  

in d iv id u a liz e d  in s tru c tio n  in c lu d e :

1. W h en  a  c h ild  re a l iz e s  le a rn in g  is  im p o r ta n t, le a rn in g  w ill h a p p en .

T h e  le a rn in g  e x p e r ie n c e  is  p e rso n a l.

2. T h e  b e s t  e v a lu a tio n  c o n s is ts  o f  an  in d iv id u a l c h i ld ’s fe e lin g  o f  

s a tis fa c tio n , a c c e p ta n c e , a n d  s e c u rity .

3. A c h i ld ’s in d iv id u a l d e v e lo p m e n t o f  in te re s ts  a n d  p e rs o n a l p o te n tia l  is 

m o re  im p o r ta n t th a n  c o n te n t.

4 . A  te a c h e r  n e e d s  to  b e  c re a tiv e , s e n s itiv e , f le x ib le , a n d  c a p a b le  o f  

m o tiv a tin g  s tu d e n ts .

5. A  ch i ld  m u s t  fe e l s e c u re  to  d e v e lo p  a  p o s itiv e  s e l f  c o n c e p t.

L e a rn in g  is  a  s e c u re  a c tiv ity . T h e  p ro p e r  e n v iro n m e n t s tre n g th e n s  th e  

c h i ld ’s s e l f  c o n c e p t.

C re a tin g  a  sa fe  c o m m u n ity  w h e re  c h ild re n  c an  le a rn  h e lp  e n su re  th a t  c h ild re n  

h a v e  th e  tim e  to  u n d e rs ta n d  h o w  im p o r ta n t  le a rn in g  c a n  b e  a n d  c a n  b e g in  to  ta k e  

p e rs o n a l in te re s t in  th e ir  o w n  le a rn in g  a n d  b e g in  to  d e v e lo p  th e ir  p e rs o n a l  p o te n tia l .  

A s th is  p e rso n a ] in te re s t g ro w s  it can  b e  s u p p o r te d  b y  h e lp in g  th e m  re c o g n iz e  a n d
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d e v e lo p  th e ir  o w n  in te re s ts  in  a  s itu a tio n  th a t is f le x ib le  e n o u g h  to  m e e t th e  c h i ld r e n ’s 

e d u c a tio n a l a n d  p e rso n a l n eed s .

T h e  p h ilo s o p h ic a l id eal e x p re s s e d  a t th e  M S U  L a b  S c h o o l fe a tu re s  th e  id e a  

th a t k n o w le d g e  is  a  sh a re d  c o m m o d ity . T h is  id e a  th a t  le a rn in g  is a b o u t u s, is a  g o o d  

fo u n d a tio n  fo r  c re a tin g  th e  ty p e  o f  c o m m u n ity  w h e re  c h ild re n  c a n  fee l sa fe  e n o u g h  to  

le a rn  and  ta k e  risk s .

T h e  n e x t N A E Y C  c o m p o n e n t u n d e r  d is c u s s io n  is th a t  d e v e lo p m e n t an d  le a rn in g  

re s u lt  fro m  in te ra c tio n  o f  b io lo g ic a l m a tu ra t io n  a n d  th e  e n v iro n m e n t, w h ic h  in c lu d e s  

b o th  th e  p h y s ic a l a n d  so c ia l w o r ld s  th a t  c h ild re n  liv e  in . T h e  fo u r  p r in c ip le s  th a t w ill 

b e  c o n s id e re d  a re :

1. E a c h  s tu d e n t is  an  in d iv id u a l, w ith  a  u n iq u e  ra te  o f  g ro w th .

2. W h e n  a  c h ild  re a liz e s  le a rn in g  is im p o r ta n t, le a rn in g  w ill  h a p p en .

T h e  le a rn in g  e x p e r ie n c e  is  p e rs o n a l.

3. L e a rn in g  m u s t b e  a n  in te g ra te d  e x p e r ie n c e , n o t  a  s e r ie s  o f  u n re la te d  fa c ts .

4. A  ch ild  m u s t  fee l s e c u re  to  d e v e lo p  a  p o s it iv e  s e l f  c o n c e p t. L e a rn in g  is  a

sec u re  a c tiv ity . T h e  p ro p e r  e n v iro n m e n t s tre n g th e n s  th e  c h i ld ’s s e l f  c o n c e p t.

C h ild re n  g ro w , d e v e lo p , an d  le a rn  a t th e ir  o w n  ra te s . T h e y  n eed  to  be

re c o g n iz e d  as in d iv id u a ls . A s  th e y  m a tu re  th e y  b e g in  to  re a liz e  th a t  le a rn in g  is 

im p o r ta n t an d  p e rso n a l. C h ild re n  w ill b e g in  to  in te g ra te  th e ir  le a rn in g  b y  e n g a g in g  in  

so c ia l a n d  p h y s ic a l e x p e r ie n c e s  th a t  a re  p a r t  th e ir  w o rld .

C h ild re n  a t th e  M S U  L a b  S c h o o l w e re  e n c o u ra g e d  to  f in d  a  p e rso n a l le a rn in g  

e x p e r ie n c e . T w o  te c h n iq u e s  u se d  to  c re a te  p e rs o n a l le a rn in g  e x p e r ie n c e s  in c lu d e d  th e

1 0 1



g if te d  p ro g ra m  as w e ll a s u s in g  th e  id e a s  a n d  in te re s ts  o f  th e  c h ild re n  fo r  th e  b a s is  o f  

s tu d y  in  m in i- la b s  a n d  o th e r  a c tiv itie s  

Weaker F it

T h e  N A E Y C  c o m p o n e n ts  th a t  h a v e  a  w e a k e r  re la t io n s h ip  w ith  th e  p r in c ip le s  

o f  in d iv id u a liz e d  in s tru c tio n  a re  a t a  2 4 %  to  10%  le v e l . T h e re  a re  fo u r  c o m p o n e n ts  

th a t m e e t  th e se  c r ite r ia . T h e s e  c o m p o n e n ts  h a v e  tw o  o r  th re e  in d iv id u a liz e d  

in s tru c tio n  p r in c ip le s  re la te d  to  th e m .

D e v e lo p m e n t a n d  le a rn in g  o c c u r  in  an d  a re  in f lu e n c e d  b y  m u ltip le  so c ia l a n d  

cu ltu ra l c o n te x ts  is a  N A E Y C  c o m p o n e n t th a t h a s  th re e  re la te d  p r in c ip le s  o f  

in d iv id u a liz e d  in s tru c tio n . T h e s e  re la te d  p r in c ip le s  are :

1. L e a rn in g  m u s t b e  a n  in te g ra te d  e x p e r ie n c e , n o t  a  se r ie s  o f  u n re la te d  fa c ts .

2. In d iv id u a liz e d  in s tru c tio n  u s e s  m a n y  m a te r ia ls  o n  m a n y  le v els.

3. A  te a c h e r  n e e d s  to  b e  c re a tiv e , s e n s itiv e , f le x ib le , a n d  c a p a b le  o f

m o tiv a tin g  s tu d e n ts .

T h e se  p r in c ip le s  d e sc r ib e  th e  c o n d itio n s  th a t  e x is t  w ith in  th e  so c ia l a n d  

c u ltu ra l c o n te x ts . T h e  p r in c ip le  th a t  le a rn in g  is  a n  in te g ra te d  e x p e r ie n c e  in c lu d e s  th e  

id e a  th a t  th e  e x p e r ie n c e  is  in te g ra te d  in  th e  m u ltip le  so c ia l an d  c u ltu ra l c o n te x t  as 

w e ll  a s  in te g ra tin g  in fo rm a tio n  a n d  id e a s . T h is  v a r ie ty  o f  c o n te x ts  n e e d s  c re a tiv e  

le a d e rs h ip  so th a t  th e  c h ild re n  w ill h a v e  a ll th e  m a te r ia ls  th a t  th e y  n e e d  a s th e y  le a rn  

a n d  d e v e lo p .

C o m b in in g  th e  u se  o f  th e m e s , le a rn in g  c e n te rs , a n d  la n g u a g e  e x p e r ie n c e s  in  

c o m b in a tio n  w a s  o n e  w a y  th e  M S U  L a b  S c h o o l m a d e  th e  le a rn in g  e x p e r ie n c e  m o re
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in te g ra te d  an d  fle x ib le . C h ild re n  c o u ld  u se  a  v a r ie ty  o f  m a te r ia ls  th a t  c o u ld  m e e t 

th e ir  n e e d s  on  d if fe re n t le v e ls .

D e v e lo p m e n t a d v a n c e s  w h e n  c h ild re n  h a v e  o p p o r tu n i t ie s  to  p ra c tic e  n e w ly -  

a c q u ire d  sk ills  a s w e ll  as w h e n  th e y  e x p e r ie n c e  a  c h a lle n g e  ju s t  b e y o n d  th e  le v e l o f  

th e ir  p re s e n t  m a s te ry  is th e  n e x t N A E Y C  c o m p o n e n t. T h e re  th re e  re la te d  p r in c ip le s  

o f  in d iv id u a liz e d  in s tru c tio n  a s s o c ia te d  w ith  it:

1. A  ch ild  can  le a n t w h e n  g iv e n  th e  in d e p e n d e n c e  u n d e r  th e  p ro p e r  

e n v iro m n e n t.

2 . T h e  b e s t e v a lu a tio n  c o n s is ts  o f  an  in d iv id u a l c h i ld ’s fe e lin g  o f  s a tis fa c tio n , 

a c c e p ta n c e  an d  se c u rity .

3. A  ch i ld  m u s t  be  g iv e n  in d iv id u a l o p p o r tu n i t ie s  to  o b s e rv e , in v e s t ig a te , 

d e v e lo p  h y p o th e se s , a n d  d isco v e r.

C h ild re n  n e e d  tim e  to p ra c tic e  n e w  sk ills  a s th e y  le a rn . T h e y  n e e d  an  

e n v iro n m e n t th a t  w ill le t th e m  w o rk  o n  th e ir  o w n  w ith  th e  s u p p o r t  o f  o th e rs  w h o  c an  

h e lp  th e m . T h e y  w ill u se  m a n y  s tra te g ie s  to  le a rn  n e w  sk ills  in c lu d in g  o b s e rv a tio n , 

in v e s t ig a tio n  an d  d is c o v e ry . O n c e  th e y  h a v e  m e t th e  c h a lle n g e  o f  m a s te r in g  a  n e w  

sk ill , th e  b e s t w ay  to  a s se ss  in c lu d e s  a  sen se  o f  s a tis fa c tio n  o n  th e  p a r t  o f  th e  c h ild re n  

a s w e ll  a s  fe e lin g  sec u re  in  th e ir  k n o w le d g e  o f  th e  n e w  sk ills .

W h e n  th e  M S U  L a b  S c h o o l im p le m e n te d  th e  g if te d  p ro g ra m  th is  w a s  th e  

p ro c e s s  th a t w a s  u se d  b y  s tu d e n ts  an d  te a c h e rs  to  d e v e lo p  n e w  p ro je c ts . O th e r  

e x a m p le s  o f  th is  p ro c e ss  in c lu d e d  d e v e lo p in g  th e m e d  a c tiv itie s  a n d  m in i- la b s  b a se d  

o n  th e  in d iv id u a l in te re s ts  o f  th e  s tu d e n ts .
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T h e  n e x t  N A E Y C  c o m p o n e n t in  th is  c a te g o ry  is th a t d e v e lo p m e n t o c c u rs  in  a  

re la t iv e ly  o rd e r ly  s e q u e n c e , w ith  la te r  a b ili t ie s , sk ills , a n d  k n o w le d g e  b u ild in g  o n  

th o s e  a lre a d y  a c q u ire d . C o r re s p o n d in g  in d iv id u a liz e d  in s tru c tio n  p r in c ip le s  are :

1. S k il l d e v e lo p m e n t is  m o re  im p o r ta n t th a n  c o n ten t. C o n te n t  is u s e d  to  te ach  

th e  sk ills . C o n te n t c h a n g e s  in  t im e ; sk ills  d o  no t.

2. In d iv id u a liz e d  in s tru c tio n  is  c a re fu lly  p la n n e d  an d  c o o rd in a te d . T h e  

te a c h e r  is  in  c o n tro l. It is n o t c h ao s . T h e re  is  f le x ib ili ty  b u t n o t 

i r re s p o n s ib ili ty .

T h e  d e v e lo p m e n t o f  sk ills  is im p o r ta n t fo r  d e v e lo p m e n t. S k ills  a re  m o re  

im p o r ta n t  th a n  c o n te n t . T e a c h e rs  u se  c o n te n t to  te a c h  th e  sk ills  in  a  p la n n e d  an d  

o rg a n iz e d  w ay . T h e  w h o le  p ro c e ss  ty p ic a lly  p ro c e e d s  in  c o n s is te n t  m a n n e r .

T h e  s k il ls  ta u g h t in  th e  k in d e rg a r te n  a n d  f ir s t  g ra d e  p ro g ra m s  a t th e  M S U  L ab  

S c h o o l in c lu d e d  th e  u su a l s c o p e  an d  se q u e n c e  fo u n d  in  o th e r  p ro g ra m s , m o v in g  fro m  

s im p le r  sk ills  to  m o re  c o m p le x  o ne s. In  k in d e rg a r te n  th e  K - l  s tu d e n ts  w o rk e d  on  

le tte r  a n d  n u m b e r  id e n tif ic a t io n  b e fo re  th e y  m o v e d  o n  to  o th e r  m o re  d if f ic u l t  sk ills .

E a r ly  e x p e r ie n c e s  h a v e  b o th  c u m u la tiv e  a n d  d e la y e d  e f fe c ts  o n  in d iv id u a l 

c h i ld r e n ’s d e v e lo p m e n t. O p tim a l p e r io d s  e x is t  fo r  c e r ta in  ty p e s  o f  d e v e lo p m e n t  an d  

le a rn in g  is  th e  n e x t  N A E Y C  c o m p o n e n t u n d e r  d is c u s s io n . T h e  tw o  p r in c ip le s  re la te d  

to  th is  c o m p o n e n t are :

1. A  c h i ld  m u s t  b e  g iv e n  in d iv id u a l o p p o r tu n itie s  to  o b s e rv e , in v e s t ig a te , 

d e v e lo p  h y p o th e se s , a n d  d isco v e r.

2 . In d iv id u a liz e d  in s tru c tio n  u se s  m a n y  m a te r ia ls  o n  m a n y  le v e ls .
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C h ild re n ’s d ev e lo p m en t; is  a f fe c te d  b y  th e ir  e x p e r ie n c e s . O b se rv a tio n , 

in v e s t ig a tio n , d e v e lo p in g  h y p o th e se s , a n d  d is c o v e ry  a re  p a r t o f  th e  e a r ly  e x p e r ie n c e s  

o f  c h ild re n . T h e se  e x p e r ie n c e s  a re  s u p p o r te d  by  th e  u se  o f  m a n y  d if fe re n t m a te r ia ls  

th a t  c h ild re n  can  u s e  in  a  v a r ie ty  o f  w a y s .

T h e  n e x t N A E Y C  c o m p o n e n t is  th a t  d e v e lo p m e n t p ro c e e d s  in  p re d ic ta b le  

d ire c tio n s  to w a rd s  g re a te r  c o m p le x ity , o rg a n iz a tio n , a n d  in te rn a liz a tio n . T h e  tw o  

p r in c ip le s  o f  in d iv id u a liz e d  in s tru c tio n  th a t  re la te  are ;

1. W h en  a  c h i ld  re a liz e s  le a rn in g  is  im p o r ta n t, le a rn in g  w ill h a p p en .

T h e  le a rn in g  e x p e r ie n c e  is  p e rso n a l.

2. A  ch ild  c a n  le a rn  w h e n  g iv e n  th e  in d e p e n d e n c e  u n d e r  th e  p ro p e r

e n v iro n m e n t.

T h e se  tw o  p r in c ip le s  s u p p o r t  th e  id e a  th a t  c h ild re n  w ill in te rn a liz e  th e  n e e d  

fo r le a rn in g  a n d  th e n  w ill b e  a b le  to  le a rn . T h is  d e v e lo p m e n ta l s tep  is  th e  b e g in n in g  

o f  th e  p e rso n a l le a rn in g  e x p e r ie n c e  fo r  c h ild re n .

A n  e x a m p le  o f  th is  a t th e  M S U  L a b  S c h o o l w o u ld  in c lu d e  th e  la n g u a g e  

p ro g ra m  u se d  in  th e  f ir s t  g ra d e  c la s s ro o m . C h ild re n  w o u ld  s ta r t  th e  y e a r  r e a d in g  a n d  

w rit in g  a  fe w  m in u te s  e a c h  d a y . B y  th e  e n d  o f  th e  y e a r , th e ir  p ro f ic ie n c y  h a d  

in c re a s e d  an d  th e y  w e re  re a d in g  an d  w r it in g  m o re  c o m p le x  m a te r ia l  a n d  fo r  lo n g e r  

p e r io d s  o f  tim e .

T h e re  is o n e  N A E Y C  c o m p o n e n ts  le f t fo r  d is c u s s io n . T h e  d o m a in s  o f  

c h i ld r e n ’s d e v e lo p m e n t p h y s ic a l, s o c ia l ,  e m o tio n a l, a n d  c o g n itiv e  -  a re  c lo se ly  

re la te d , d e v e lo p m e n t in  o n e  d o m a in  in f lu e n c e s  a n d  is in f lu e n c e d  b y  d e v e lo p m e n t in  

o th e r  d o m a in s . T h e  re la te d  p r in c ip le  o f  in d iv id u a liz e d  in s tru c tio n  is  th a t  le a rn in g
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m u s t be an  in te g ra te d  e x p e r ie n c e , n o t  a  s e r ie s  o f  u n re la te d  fac t. L e a rn in g  is b e s t 

w h e n  it is in te g ra te d  and  c o n n e c te d  to  th e ir  re a l- l ife  e x p e r ie n c e .

T e a c h in g  c h ild re n  h o w  to  b e  re s p o n s ib le  a t sn ac k  tim e  o r  d u r in g  o p e n in g  

e x e rc is e s  w as  im p o r ta n t. T h e y  w e re  a b le  to  ta k e  th o se  sk ills  an d  a p p ly  th e m  to  o th e r  

a re a s  o f  th e ir  liv e s . O th e r  e x a m p le s  o f  th is  c o m p o n e n t at th e  M S U  L a b  S c h o o l w o u ld  

b e  th e  w a y  c h ild re n  in  k in d e rg a r te n  w o u ld  u se  th e  le a rn in g  c e n te rs  th a t w e re  

c o n n e c te d  to  th e  le a rn in g  th e m e . T h e y  w e re  a b le  to  in te ra c t w ith  e a c h  o th e r  a s w e ll 

as be  p h y s ic a lly  a c tiv e .

T h is  d is c u s s io n  o f  th e  fit b e tw e e n  th e  N A E Y C  c o m p o n e n ts  o f  

d e v e lo p m e n ta lly  a p p ro p r ia te  p ra c tic e s  a n d  th e  p r in c ip le s  o f  in d iv id u a liz e d  in s tru c tio n  

w as  th e  s e c o n d  h a l f  o f  a  d is c u s s io n  to  d e te rm in e  i f  th e  k in d e rg a r te n  an d  f ir s t  g ra d e  

p ro g ra m s  w e re  u s in g  d e v e lo p m e n ta lly  a p p ro p r ia te  p ra c tic e s  b e fo re  a n d  d u r in g  th e  

tim e  th e  N A E Y C  f ir s t  w ro te  i t s ’ p o s it io n s  s ta te m e n t o n  th e  su b je c t. T h e  le n g th y  

d is c u s s io n  c o v e r in g  b o th  th e  e le m e n ts  o f  th e  M S U  L a b  S c h o o l a n d  th e  p r in c ip le s  o f  

in d iv id u a liz e d  in s tru c tio n  h e lp  to  s u p p o r t  th e  re s e a rc h  q u e s tio n  th a t  th e  s c h o o l d id  in  

fa c t m e e t th e  c r i te r ia  fo r  a  d e v e lo p m e n ta lly  a p p ro p r ia te  p ra c tic e .

A re a s  o f  F u r th e r  S tu d y

T h is  s tu d y  w as  a  b r ie f  h is to r ic a l lo o k  a t th e  k in d e rg a r te n  a n d  f irs t g ra d e  

p ro g ra m s  a t th e  M in o t S ta te  U n iv e rs i ty  L a b o ra to ry  S c h o o l. T h e  s tu d y  a lso  r e v ie w e d  

h o w  w e ll th e  s c h o o l’s p ro g ra m s  fo llo w e d  th e  N a tio n a l  A sso c ia tio n  fo r  th e  E d u c a tio n  

o f  Y o u n g  C h ild re n ’s p o s it io n  o n  d e v e lo p m e n ta lly  a p p ro p r ia te  p ra c tic e s . T h e re  a re  

o th e r  to p ic s  th a t  w e re  n o t  d is c u s s e d  a n d  c o u ld  b e  u s e d  a s fu r th e r  a re a s  o f  s tu d y .
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T h e  g if te d  p ro g ra m  w a s  u sed  e x te n s iv e ly  d u r in g  th e  s u m m e r  sch o o l (C . 

B e lle w , p e rso n a l c o m m u n ic a tio n , M a y  2 6 , 2 0 0 8 ). T h e  fu ll  d e v e lo p m e n t o f  th e  g if te d  

p ro g ra m  w o u ld  b e  o n e  a re a  th a t  c o u ld  b e  s tu d ie d . G if te d  p ro g ra m s  a re  m o re  c o m m o n  

n o w  a n d  u n d e rs ta n d in g  h o w  o n e  s c h o o l d e s ig n e d  th e i r  p ro g ra m  c o u ld  h e lp  o th e r  

s c h o o ls  d e v e lo p  o r  im p ro v e  th e ir  p ro g ra m .

A n o th e r  a re a  th a t c o u ld  b e  e x a m in e d  is w h e th e r  a n y  o f  th e  a c tiv itie s  o r  

te a c h in g  m e th o d s  u sed  a t th e  M S U  L a b  S c h o o l a re  s till  in  u se  in  to d a y ’s e le m e n ta ry  

sc h o o ls . A re  th e re  so m e  p ro g ra m s  th a t  w e re  a b a n d o n e d  w h e n  th e  M S U  L a b  S c h o o l 

w a s  c lo s e d  th a t  c o u ld  b e  v a lu a b le  e n o u g h  to  b e  re v iv e d ?  S o m e  o f  th e  n e w  te c h n iq u e s  

u se d  a t th e  sch o o l in c lu d e d  th e  tw o - tie re d  k in d e rg a r te n , le a rn in g  c e n te rs , m in i- la b s , 

fa m ily  g ro u p s , an d  m a in s tre a m in g  c h ild re n  w ith  sp e c ia l n e ed s .

A n o th e r  s tu d y  th a t c o u ld  b e  c o n d u c te d  w o u ld  b e  to  in te rv ie w  s tu d e n ts , 

p a re n ts , a n d  te a c h e rs  to  d e te rm in e  w h a t th e y  fe lt w e re  th e  m o s t  im p o r ta n t 

c o n tr ib u tio n s  m a d e  b y  th e  M S U  L ab  S c h o o l. A  f in a l s u g g e s tio n  c o u ld  b e  to  d e te rm in e  

w h e th e r  o r  n o t i t  w o u ld  b e  p o s s ib le  to  in c o rp o ra te  th e  c o n tr ib u tio n s  o f  th e  M S U  L a b  

S c h o o l in to  a  m o d e rn  sch o o l sy s te m .

S u m m a ry  a n d  C o n c lu s io n s

T h e  k in d e rg a r te n  an d  f ir s t  g ra d e  p ro g ra m s  a t th e  M in o t S ta te  U n iv e rs i ty  

L a b o ra to ry  S c h o o l c o rre sp o n d e d  w e ll  to  th e  c o m p o n e n ts  o f  th e  N A E Y C  p o s it io n  

s ta te m e n t o n  d e v e lo p m e n ta lly  a p p ro p r ia te  p ra c tic e s . A fte r  d e sc r ib in g  so m e  o f  th e  

a c t iv i t ie s  a n d  p ra c tic e s  a t th e  s c h o o l, th e  d is c u s s io n  m o v e d  to  h o w  w e ll th e  p ro g ra m s  

e x e m p lify  d e v e lo p m e n ta l ly a p p ro p r ia te  p ra c tic e s . T h e  L a b o ra to ry  S c h o o l e le m e n ts , 

su c h  a s  c o o p e ra tio n  an d  c o m m u n ity , k n o w le d g e  a s  a  sh a re d  c o m m o d ity ,
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m a in s tre a m in g , an d  v a r ie tie s  o f  in s tru c tio n a l m e th o d o lo g ie s ,  sp a c e s , an d  le a rn in g  

c o m m u n it ie s , d o  c o rre sp o n d  to  th e  N A E Y C  c o m p o n e n ts  o f  d e v e lo p m en ta l!} ' 

a p p ro p r ia te  p ra c tic e s , in c lu d in g  c h ild re n  a s  a c tiv e  le a rn e rs , d e v e lo p m e n t a n d  le a rn in g  

o c c u r  a n d  a re  in f lu e n c e d  by  m u ltip le  s o c ia l a n d  c u ltu ra l c o n te x ts , a n d  th a t 

d e v e lo p m e n t an d  le a rn in g  o c c u r  b e s t in  d ie  c o n te x t  o f  c o m m u n if ie s  w h e re  c h ild re n  

fee l s a fe  a n d  valued .

T h e re  w e re  c o r re la t io n s  a m o n g  th e  N A E Y C  c o m p o n e n ts  an d  th e  p r in c ip le s  o f  

in d iv id u a liz e d  in s tra c t io n . T h e  p r in c ip le s  o f  in d iv id u a liz e d  in s tru c tio n  w e re  im p o r ta n t 

to  c o n s id e r  b e c a u se  they  w e re  th e  b a s is  o f  th e  k in d e rg a r te n  a n d  f ir s t  g ra d e  p ro g ra m s  

a t th e  M in o t S ta te  U n iv e rs i ty  L a b o ra to ry  S c h o o l. In d iv id u a liz e d  in s tru c tio n  s tro n g ly  

s u p p o r ts  th e  N A E Y C  c o m p o n e n ts  re g a rd in g  c h ild re n  a s  a c t iv e  le a rn e rs  w h o  d ra w  

u p o n  th e ir  d ire c t p h y s ic a l a n d  so c ia l e x p e r ie n c e s  a s  w e ll  a s c u ltu ra lly - tra n s m itte d  

k n o w le d g e ;  c h ild re n  d e v e lo p  a n d  le a rn  b e s t  in  c o m m u n it ie s  w h e re  th e y  a re  s a fe  a n d  

v a lu e d , a s w e ll as d e v e lo p m e n t a n d  le a rn in g  o c c u r r in g  in  a n d  b e in g  in f lu e n c e d  by  

m u lt ip le  so c ia l a n d  c u ltu ra l co n tex ts .

T h e  M S U  L a b  S c h o o l w a s  a  u n iq u e  in s t i tu t io n  th a t  te s te d  m a n y  e d u c a tio n a l 

p ra c tic e s  th a t  a re  n o w  c o n s id e re d  b e s t p ra c tic e s . A  m a jo r  p ro g ra m  e le m e n t w a s  

in d iv id u a liz e d  in s tru c tio n . 1 To w  re fe r re d  to  a s  d if f e re n tia te d  in s tru c tio n , it  is  u s e d  in  

m a n y  c o n te m p o ra ry  c la s s ro o m . A n o th e r  m a jo r  c la s s ro o m  e le m e n t is  m a in s tre a m in g . 

I t  is  n o w  c a lle d  in c lu s io n  a n d  is m a n d a te d  b y  fe d e ra l la w . O th e r  c o m m o n  c la s s ro o m  

te c h n iq u e s  w e re  u s e d  in  th e  k in d e rg a r te n  a n d  f ir s t  g ra d e  p ro g ra m s  b e fo re  th e y  w e re  

u se d  in  m a n y  o th e r  sc h o o ls . S o m e  o f  th e se  te c h n iq u e s  a re  le a rn in g  c e n te rs , la n g u a g e  

e x p e r ie n c e  a c tiv ity , a n d  th e  u s e  o f  p o r tfo l io s  fo r  a s s e s s m e n t. T h is  in fo rm a tio n
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su p p o r ts  th e  h y p o th e s is  th a t  th e  M S U  L ab  S c h o o l w a s  a  sch o o l th a t  d e v e lo p e d  

p ra c tic e s  a n d  m e th o d o lo g ie s  th a t  a re  n o w  c o n s id e re d  c o m m o n  p ra c tic e s  a n d  th a t  th e se  

p ra c tic e s  w e re  d e v e io p m e n ta lly  a p p ro p r ia te ly  a p p ro p r ia te  a s d e f in e d  b y  th e  N A E Y C . 

T h is  e f fo r t  to  try  n e w  a n d  in n o v a tiv e  e d u c a tio n a l te c h n iq u e s  an d  p ro je c ts  h e lp s  to  

su p p o rt th e  p re m ise  th a t  th e  M in o t  S ta te  U n iv e rs i ty  L a b o ra to ry  S c h o o l w a s  a  s c h o o l 

a h e a d  o f  its  tim e .
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A PP E N D IX  

C o n sen t F orm

IN T E R V IE W  IN F O R M E D  C O N S E N T

V alerie  N oe l W ax  is a P h D  s tu d e n t a t th e  U n iv e rs ity  o f  N o rth  D a k o ta . S h e  is d o in g  a 

q u a lita tiv e -h is to rica l s tu d y  u n d e r th e  g u id an ce  o f  h e r  ad v iso r, G len n  O lsen , P hD . T h is  s tu d y  is p a rt o f  

th e  re q u irem en ts  fo r  th e  do cto ra l d isser ta tio n . S h e  is re se a rc h in g  w h a t th e  in d iv id u a liz ed  ed u catio n  

p ro g ra m  w a s  like in th e  k in d e rg a rten  and  firs t g ra d e  c las sro o m s a t th e  M in o r S ta te  U n iv ersity  

L a b o ra to ry  S choo l. P a rt ic ip an ts  w ill b e  in te rv iew ed  ab o u t th e  k in d e rg a rte n  a n d  f irs t  g ra de  p ro g ram s as 

w e ll  a s  th e  in d iv id u a liz ed  edu ca tion  p ro g ram . T h e in terv iew s w ill la st a p p ro x im a te ly  tw o  to  th re e  

hours.

T h e re se a rc h e r  h o p es  th a t by  d e sc rib in g  th e  s c h o o l’s p ro g ram  it w ill b e n e fit  te ac h e rs  and  

adm it’ w a to r s  o f  o th e r  k in d e rg a rten  and  firs t g ra d e  p ro g ram s  b y  d em o n s tra tin g  a  u n iq u e  w ay  o f  

te a c h in g  y o u n g  ch ild re n  th a t is d ev e lo p m e n ta lly  ap p ro p ria te . T h e  s tu dy  m a y  p re se n t ideas  on h o w  to 

im p ro v e  ex is tin g  p ro g ram .

T h e fo rm e r ad m in is tra to r a n d  fo rm e r te a c h e rs  a t M S U  L ab o ra to ry  S ch oo l w ill b e  re c ru ite d  fo r 

th e  stud y . T h ere  is a r isk  th a t th e  p a r tic ip a n ts  co u ld  b e  id en tified . T h e re s e a rc h e r  w ill re sp e c t the 

c o n f id e n tia li ty  o f  th e  p a rtic ip an ts . P a rtic ip a n ts  sh o u ld  u n d e rs ta n d  th a t th e  n am es  o f  th e  s ta f f  w ill be  

u s e d  in  th e  fina l re p o r t  b ec au se  o f  th e  h is to rica l n a tu re  o f  th e  s tu d y . B ec ause  o f  th e  n a tu re  o f  the 

re se a rc h  an d  th e  sm a ll p a r tic ip a n t po o l, th e  re se a rc h e r  ca n n o t g u a ran tee  a n o n y m ity ; h o w e v e r,  th e  

re se a rc h  w ill be  th e  o n ly  on e  to  b e  in p o sse ss io n  o f  th e  re sea rc h . A ll d a ta  w ill b e  tr ian g u la ted  to  h e lp  

im p ro v e  th e  c red ib ility  o f  th e  study . T h is  w ill a lso  les sen  th e  p o ss ib il ity  th a t a p a r tic ip a n t’s  re spon se  

co u ld  be  re cogn ized .

C on sen t fo rm s  and  p e rson a l in fo rm atio n  w ill b e  k ep t sep a ra te  from  th e  re sea rch  m ater ia ls .

A ll m a te r ia ls  w ill b e  k e p t  in sep a ra te  lo ck ed  b o x es  in th e  re s e a rch e r’s h om e  and  w ill b e  d e s tro y ed  a f te r 

th e  re q u ired  th re e  y ea rs.

P artic ip a tion  in  th e  study  is  v o lun ta ry  and  th e re  is no  p en a lty  fo r  n o t p a r tic ip a tin g  o r  fo r  

w ith d raw in g  from  th e  study . T h e p a r tic ip an t m ay  w ith d raw  from  th e  s tu dy  by  in fo rm ing  th e  re sea rch e r  

th a t  s /h e  n o  lo ng er  w ish es  to  con tinu e . T he p a r tic ip an t m ay  a lso  ask  to  h av e  th e  en tire  in te rv iew  

rem o v ed  from  th e  study . In  th e  e v e n t th a t a  p a r tic ip a n t w ith d ra w s  fro m  th e  s tu d y , th e  re se a rc h e r  is still 

o b lig a te d  to  re ta in  th  . in fo rm atio n  w ith  th e  re s t  o f  th e  re sea rc h  m a te r ia ls  u n til it is a ll des tro y ed .

I f  th e  p a r tic ip a n t w ish es , s /h e  m a y  b e  in fo rm ed  o f  th e  fin d in g s  b y  c o n ta c tin g  th e  re sea rc he r. 

T h e  p a r tic ip a n t w ill re c e iv e  a co p y  o f  th e  co n se n t fo rm .

I f  y o u  h a v e  q u es tio n s  ab o u t th e  re se a rc h , p le a se  ca ll: V a le rie  N o e l W ax  a t 7 0 1 .4 8 3 .6 63 5  o r 

7 0 1 .4 8 3 .2 4 2 4  o r D r. G lenn  O lsen  a t 7 01 .7 7 7 .3 1 4 5  o r  7 0 1 .7 7 7 .3 2 3 9 . I f  y o u  h a v e  an y  q u es tion s  

re g a rd in g  y o u r  rig h ts  as a  re sea rc h  sub jec t, o r i f  y o u  h av e  an y  co n c e rn s  o f  c o m p la in ts  ab o u t th e  

re se a rc h , y o u  m ay  co n ta c t th e  U n iv e rs ity  o f  N o rth  D a k o ta  In stitu tio n al R ev iew  B o a rd  a t 7 0 1 .7 7 7 .4 37 9 . 

P le a se  ca ll th is  n u m b er i f  yo u  ca n n o t re ac h  re sea rc h  staff, o r  i f  y o u  w ish  to  ta lk  w ith  so m eo n e  e lse. 

T h a n k  yo u .

K S R i i E i R R B i i i i i a i i i i B a M n B i i i a B H H i i M a B a i i i H i a i R i i i B H a a o a i B f i B i i a i a H i a i i B i i a i i i

I h a v e  r e a d  th e  a b o v e  c o n s e n t  a n d  a g r e e  to  b e  in te rv ie w e d  f o r  th is  s tu d y .  I u n d e r s ta n d  I w ill b e  

g iv en  a  c o p y  o f  th is  c o n s e n t  fo rm  f o r  m y  re c o rd s .

S ig n a tu re  o f  p a rtic ip a n t D ate
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U n p u b lis h e d  d o c u m e n t.
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U n p u b lis h e d  d o c u m e n t.
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U n p u b lis h e d  ra w  d a ta .

C urricu lum  Them es 1973-1974 . U n p u b lis h e d  d o c u m e n t.

C urr icu lum  Them es 1974-1975 . U n p u b lish e d  d o c u m e n t.

C urricu lum  overv iew  1975-1976 . (1 9 7 5 -7 6 ) . U n p u b lis h e d  d o c u m e n t.
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C urr icu lum  overv iew  1979-1980 . (1 9 7 9 -8 0 ) . U n p u b lis h e d  d o c u m e n t.

P a ren t s tu d en t handbook , 1984-1985 . (1 9 8 4 -8 5 ) . U n p u b lis h e d  d o c u m e n t.

_______ (1 9 6 9 -7 0 ) . S tu f f  m e e tin g  m in u te s . ( 1969-1970). U n p u b lis h e d  d o c u m e n t.

_______ i 1970- 71). S ta f f  m e e t in g  r  n u te s  1970-1971 . U n p u b lis h e d  d o c u m e n t.
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_______ (1 9 7 1 -7 2 ) . S ta f f  m e e t in g  m in u te s  1971-1772 . U n p u b lis h e d  d o c u m e n t.

_____  _  (1 9 7 1 -7 2 ) . S ta f f  m e e tin g  m in u te s  1972-1973 . U n p u b lis h e d  d o c u m e n t

________(1 9 7 3 -7 4 ) .S ta f f  m e e tin g  m in u te s  1973-1974 . U n p u b lis h e d  d o c u m e n t.

_______ (1 9 7 4 -7 5 ) . S ta f f  m e e tin g  m in u te s  1974-1975 . U n p u b lis h e d  d o c u m e n t.
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_______ (1 9 7 8 -7 9 ) . S ta f f  m ee tin g  m inu te s  1978-1799 . U n p u b lis h e d  d o c u m e n t.

_______ (1 9 8 0 -8 1 ) . S ta f f  m e e t in g  m in u te s  1980-1981 . U n p u b lis h e d  d o c u m e n ts

_______ {\9% 4-% 5).S ta ff m ee tin g  m inu te s  1984-1985 . U n p u b lish e d  d o c u m e n ts .

_______ (1 9 8 6 -8 7 ) . S ta f f  m e e t in g  m in u te s  1986-1987 . U n p u b lis h e d  d o c u m e n ts .

M o n te s s o r i,  M . (1 9 1 2 ) . The M on te sso r i M ethod : S c ien tific  p ed a g o g y  as  

app lie d  to  c h ild  educa tion  in “The C h ild r e n ’s  H ouse  ” w ith  

add itio n s  a n d  rev is ion s  by  the  au tho r. (A . E . G re en e , T ran s .) .

N e w  Y o rk : F red e r ic k  A . S to k e s  C o m p a n y . (O rig in a l p u b lic a t io n  d a te  

u n a v a ila b le ;

M o n te s s o r i,  M . (1 9 6 6 ) . F rom  ch ild h o o d  to ado le scence  (T ra n s la te d  f ro m  th e  F re n c h  

b y  T h e  M o n te s s o r i  E d u c a tio n a l R e s e a rc h  C e n te r) . N e w  Y o rk : B a lla n tin e  

B o o k s , (o r ig in a l p u b lic a t io n  d a te  u n a v a ila b le ) .

M o o n e y , C . G . (2 0 0 0 ) . Theories  o r ch ildhood : A n  in troduc tion  to  Dewey,

M on tesso ri, E rikson , P iaget, a n d  Vygotsky. S t. P a u l, M N : R e d le a f  P re ss .

M o rr iso n , G . S. (2 0 0 9 ) . E a r ly  ch ild h ood  educa tio n  (1 l the d itio n ) . U p p e r  S a d d le  

R iv e r , N J : M e rr ill  P re n tic e  H a ll.

S a n so n e , C ., M o rf , C . C ., &  P a n te r , A . T . (2 0 0 4 ) . T h e  re s e a rc h  p ro c e ss : O f  b ig  

p ic tu re s , li ttle  d e ta i ls , a n d  th e  so c ia l p s y c h o lo g ic a l  ro a d  in  b e tw e e n . In  S. 

S a n s o n e , M o rf , C . C ., &  A . T . P a n te r  (E d s .) , T h e  Sage  h andboo k  o f  m e th od s  

in so c ia l p s y c h o lo g y  (p p . 3 - 16). T h o u s a n d  O a k s , C A : S a g e  P u b lic a t io n s , In c .

S p r in g , J. (1 9 9 7 ) . The A m er ica n  Schoo l: 164  -2 0 0 0  (5 th  e d .) . B o s to  , M A : M cG ra v ;

H ill .

S ta n k ie w ic z , M . A . (1 9 9 7 ) . R e a d in g  a n d  in te rp re t in g  re s e a rc h  jo u rn a l  a r tic le s . In  S. 

D . L a P ie r re  &  E . Z im m e rm a n  (E d s .) , R esea rch  m e thod s  a n d  m e thodo log ie s  

f o r  a r t educa tion  (p p  5 7 -7 3 ) . R e s to n , VA : N a tio n a l  A r t  E d u c a tio n  

A sso c ia tio n .

S tee , A . M . (1 9 4 8 ) . H is to ry  o f  th e  M in o t S ta te  T e a c h e rs  C o lle g e , U n p u b lis h e d  

m a s te r ’s th e s is . U n iv e rs i ty  o f  N o r th  D a k o ta , G ra n d  F o rk s , N D .

S to c k ro c k i, M . (1 9 9 7 ) . Q u a li ta t iv e  fo rm s  o f  re s e a rc h  m e +h o ds . In  S . D . L a P ie r re  &  E . 

Z im m e rm a n  (E d s .) , R esea rch  m e thod s  a n d  m e thodo log ie s  f o r  a r t educa tio n  

(p p . 3 2 -5 6 ) .  R e s to n , VA : N a tio n a l A r t  E d u c a tio n  A sso c ia tio n .
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T h om l in so n , B . (2 0 0 1 ) . D e sc r ip t iv e  s tu d ie s . In  B . A . T h y e r  (E d .) , The h a nd b o o k  o f  

so c ia l w o rk  resea rch  m e th od s  (p p . 131 - 141). T h o u s a n d  O a k s , CA : S a g e  

P u b lic a tio n s .

T u rn e r , J . S. (1 9 9 2 ) , M o n te s s o r i’s w r it in g  v e rsu s  M o n te s so r i p ra c tic e . In  M . H. 

L o e ff le r , M on te sso r i in co n tem po ra ry  Am er ican  cu ltu re  (p p . 1 7 -4 7 ) .

V e rs , D . (1 9 9 6 ) . C re a tiv e  w r it in g  a n d  th e  h is to r ia n : A n  a c tiv e  le a rn in g  m o d e l fo r

te a c h in g  th e  c ra f t  o f  h is to ry . The H is to ry  T eacher , 5 / ( 1 ) ,  45  -  53 . R e tr ie v e d  

A p r il  7, 2 0 0 8 , from  th e  W o r ld  W id e  W eb :

h t tp : / /L in k s .js to r .o rg /s ic i? s ic i= 0 0 1 8 2 7 4 5 % 2 8 1 9 9 6 1 1 % 2 9 3 0 % 3A 1% 2 C 4 5 % 3  

A C W A T H A % 3E 2 .0 .C O % 3 B 2 -K

W ax , J. (1 9 7 5 ) . C o m p e titio n : E d u c a tio n a l  in c o n g ru ity . P h i D e lta  K appan .

W a x , V . N . (1 9 9 0 ) . A  h is to ry  o f  in d iv id u a liz e d  in s tru c tio n  a t th e  M in o t S ta te

U n iv e rs ity  L a b o ra to ry  S c h o o l f ro m  1965 -  1988 . U n p u b lis h e d  m a s te r ’s th e s is . 

M in o t S ta te  U n iv e rs ity , M in o t, N D .

W e n -Ju , S (n .c .) . E a r ly  b eg in n in g s  o f  la b o ra to ry  schools . N a tio n a l A sso c ia tio n  o f  

L a b o ra to ry  S c h o o ls  W e b  S ite . R e tr ie v e d  A p r il  4 , 2 0 0 8 , from  th e  w o r ld  w id e  
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