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Intersections of inequality in homeownership in Sweden

Brett Christophersa and David O’Sullivanb
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ABSTRACT
Inequalities relating to ownership of housing have become a major
issue de jour in many Western societies. This article examines how
the distribution of homeownership in Sweden relates to two fac-
tors widely seen as significant to such inequalities, namely parental
tenure status and place of birth. We use longitudinal registry data
to examine the bearing of these two factors on individual-level
tenure progression since the beginning of the 1990s for persons at
different stages of their housing careers. We extend existing under-
standings of Swedish homeownership patterns by demonstrating
that inequalities relating to place of birth and parental tenure
intersect with one another in ways that substantially advantage
certain subgroups while disadvantaging others, and by demon-
strating that experiences of entry into homeownership have in
recent years been changing in markedly different ways for these
different subgroups. Overall, Swedish homeownership inequalities,
far from dissipating, appear to be hardening along existing lines.
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Introduction

The past decade or so has seen increasing scholarly, social and political concern in
Western societies about inequality in general and wealth inequality in particular. This has
put housing and homeownership squarely in the spotlight. Housing wealth may not be as
unequally distributed as financial wealth (Appleyard & Rowlingson, 2010, pp. 15–16; Di,
2005, pp. 287–293). But it is generally more widely distributed (for many if not most peo-
ple, a home is likely to be the most significant asset they will ever own or aspire to own),
making inequality of holdings more visible and palpable. And housing wealth has become
increasingly material to society’s wealth in general. This makes it one of, if not the central
problematic for contemporary analysts and critics of wealth inequality. ‘In both the US
and UK,’ Glyn Robbins (2016) goes so far as to say, ‘housing inequality is increasingly the
main focus of class struggle and people are demanding real change.’

It is in the context of the growing social and academic attention internationally to
housing-wealth inequalities that the present article examines homeownership patterns
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in Sweden, a country not conventionally known for high levels of inequality, but
where domestic inequality has in recent years become a subject of increased interest
for scholars (e.g. Roine & Waldenstr€om, 2009, 2012) and increased concern for the
government (e.g. Regereringskansliet, 2013, pp. 221–230). In focusing on patterns of
homeownership, the article examines a proxy for housing wealth rather than housing
wealth per se. Not all homes are of equal value, needless to say, thus homeownership
does not correlate exactly with gross housing wealth; and given varying levels of
mortgage debt, the correlation with net housing wealth is further complicated. Still,
homeownership patterns are indicative of patterns of housing wealth, for which
significantly less (and less reliable) data are available in the Swedish context.

The article focuses on two axes of social differentiation that previous research has
shown to be especially material to inequalities of homeownership in Sweden, and it
attempts to push beyond current understandings of the significance of these particu-
lar axes. The axes in question are first place of birth, or migrant status (e.g. Bråmå &
Andersson, 2010), and second parental tenure status (e.g. €Ost, 2012). The article seeks
to advance existing knowledge about the role of migrant and parental tenure status in
Swedish homeownership patterns by asking two main questions. First, how do these
two factors, which previously have been studied separately, interact with one another?
And second, in the light of widespread concern in many countries about declining
housing affordability for today’s young adults (‘generation rent’) (e.g. Hoolachan
et al., 2017; McKee et al., 2017), how do migrant and parental tenure status respect-
ively shape this generation’s shifting experience of entry into homeownership?

The article uses longitudinal registry data to address these questions. Analysing the
tenure history between 1990 and 2014 of all individuals living in Sweden at any point
between those years and born between 1962 and 1996, we examine the degree to
which individual homeownership is more or less likely in relation to parental home-
ownership and place of birth, and how this has changed (or not) in recent decades.

There are four main sections to the article, followed by a brief conclusion. The first
section sets out the principal relevant findings of the existing literature on housing-
wealth and homeownership inequalities, including in Sweden, before proceeding to iden-
tify the specific unanswered questions in this literature that the present article aims to
explore, and motivating those questions with reference in particular to the sociological
literature on intersectionality. This section of the article concludes with a summary over-
view of the main pertinent contextual features of the Swedish case: its housing system,
growing wealth inequalities, and historic patterns of immigration. The second section
provides a detailed explanation of our method. The third presents our findings. The
fourth is a critical discussion of these findings, in which we reflect on how these find-
ings can be interpreted and what their most significant implications potentially are.

Inequality and homeownership: migrant status, parental tenure, and
‘generation rent’

Key relevant findings of existing literature

In debates around wealth inequality in Western societies, housing is an increasingly
central concern. While the 1990s saw a certain guarded optimism that widening
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homeownership might serve to reduce overall wealth inequalities (Arundel, 2017, pp.
177–178), developments of the new millennium have largely disabused researchers of
this view. The ownership of housing, which tends to be the largest component of house-
hold wealth in such societies, has over the past two decades become increasingly con-
centrated (Appleyard & Rowlingson, 2010; Arundel, 2017; Di, 2005); and, crucially,
housing wealth tends to be closely correlated with other types of wealth (e.g.
Department for Communities and Local Government, 2010). The 2014 publication of
Thomas Piketty’s (2014) Capital in the Twenty-First Century, which confirmed the piv-
otal role of housing in deepening wealth inequalities, has recently acted as an additional
spur to research on the housing-wealth-inequality nexus (e.g. Christophers, 2018;
Maclennan & Miao, 2017). The present article sits squarely in this vibrant research field.

Previous research on stratification of housing wealth in Western societies has
shown that unevenness of holdings is apparent along various axes of social difference.
Such wealth is, for example, disproportionately held by high-wage earners (Forrest
et al., 2003; Searle, 2014). There are also pronounced gender and racial inequalities.
In Canada, for example, 2009 median gross assets (of all types, but with housing
being the most significant asset class) totalled $200,000 for male single parents and
$60,000 for female single parents, while median net wealth (assets minus debt) hold-
ings were $80,000 and $17,000 respectively (Williams, 2010, p. 23). In the United
States, the respective homeownership rates for white, Latino and Black households in
2011 were 73, 47 and 45 percent.1 More strikingly still, the respective median net
wealth holdings for these households were $111,146, $8,348 and $7,113, with housing
representing the most material asset class (Sullivan et al., 2015); these varying wealth
figures clearly reflect not just the varying homeownership rates but also, inter alia,
varying average home values and varying levels of indebtedness. But in this article,
we are primarily interested in two other, albeit not necessarily unrelated, axes of
difference: first, migrant status; and second, parental socioeconomic status, and espe-
cially parental housing-tenure status.

Where migrant status is concerned, various studies have shown significant differ-
ences in homeownership rates and/or in housing wealth. In the United States, for
instance, Borjas (2002) found that overseas-born individuals have lower homeowner-
ship rates than US-born individuals and that the gap had widened significantly
between 1980 and 2000. In Sweden, the focus of the present article, research has sug-
gested comparable differences. In 2004, �65% of people with a Swedish background
lived in owner-occupied housing—including within this category the bostadsr€att
(‘tenant-owned apartment’) sector, which, as Christophers (2013, p. 890) notes, is
today ‘a subset of owner-occupancy in all but name’—whereas the equivalent figure
for those with a foreign background was �43% (Bråmå & Andersson, 2010, p. 340).2

Ten years later (in 2014–2015), the estimated owner-occupancy proportion for the
former category had increased to 71.7%, but the proportion for those of foreign back-
ground had hardly budged (it was still just 44.5%).3 Note that these previous figures
for Sweden refer to proportions of individuals living in owner-occupied housing
rather than the proportions that are actually owners themselves—an important dis-
tinction that we will return to. Existing studies of homeownership and migrant status
such as Bråmå and Andersson’s and Borjas’s suggest a number of factors explaining
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why immigrants enter homeownership at lower rates, including lower socioeconomic
resources (especially income levels), different household composition, different loca-
tion decisions, and, last but not least, discrimination in housing markets.

Meanwhile, numerous studies have shown that homeownership is considerably
more common among individuals whose parents are themselves homeowners than
among those whose parents rent. It is now more than three decades since the first
study to document this effect—in the United States—was published (Henretta, 1984);
it found, interestingly, that while parental ownership had a strong positive effect on
ownership rates, parental income had no comparable effect. Since then, similar find-
ings regarding the significance of parental ownership have been reported in a series
of different national-level analyses, with Kurz (2004) examining the (historic) case of
West Germany, Helderman & Mulder (2007) the Netherlands case, and Coulter
(2017, 2018) the UK case. Mulder et al. (2015) comparatively studied 10 continental
European countries, finding that parental ownership had a positive effect in ‘most,
but not all’ of them. One of the countries in that study was Sweden, the case of most
interest here, where, independently, €Ost (2012, p. 2144) has also shown parental own-
ership to be a strong predictor of children’s ownership propensity.

This literature has isolated a number of different reasons why those with parental
homeowners tend disproportionately to be owners themselves. The first is socializa-
tion (e.g. Lennartz & Helbrecht, 2018; Lersch & Luijkx, 2015). Parents, as Henretta
(1984, p. 132) wrote, may ‘influence a child’s ownership of a home through molding
the child’s expectations, aspirations or attitudes’; thus one is, to a degree, socialized to
be an owner (or renter). The second we can think of as ‘spatialization.’ As
Helderman & Mulder (2007) argue, children often live near their parents when they
leave home, and different neighbourhoods often have different tenure profiles—so if
parents own in a mainly owner-occupied area, a child living nearby is, ceteris paribus,
also disproportionately likely to be an owner. The third reason is a form of
‘economization.’ Buying a home is an expensive business; young adults, in particular,
often require financial support from parents to make this investment; and parents
who are themselves homeowners are typically best-placed to provide such support,
through cash transfer (perhaps facilitated by home-equity release) and/or risk-sharing
mechanisms such as joint mortgages (e.g. Heath & Calvert, 2013). Recent studies
have increasingly highlighted the importance of this third, economization factor.
Helderman & Mulder (2007) found that parental gift-giving, alongside spatialization,
was an especially important explanation for the intergenerational transmission of
homeownership in the Netherlands; Barrett et al. (2015) report that in Australia,
bequests and large inter vivos transfers from parents increase the likelihood of chil-
dren being homeowners; and Udagawa & Sanderson (2017) find that UK individuals
receiving parental help can buy at a younger age than those not receiving help. Other
studies demonstrate the significance of economization from a different angle, finding
that the effect of parental ownership on the likelihood of ownership by children is
strongest in countries (Mulder et al., 2015) and regions (of England and Wales
[Coulter, 2017]) with higher house prices and lower affordability.

At the same time as research on Western societies has identified persistent inequal-
ities in homeownership by migrant status and by parental ownership, it has also
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demonstrated declining homeownership rates and levels of housing equity among
young adults in general; hence the increasing use of the concept of ‘generation rent’,
and increasing scholarly attention to the effects of this development on the generation
in question (Hoolachan et al., 2017; McKee et al., 2017). One of the first studies to
show this longitudinal decline was Forrest et al. (2003), for Japan. Among other
national case-study examples, Kurz & Blossfeld (2004) have found the same trend for
France, Denmark and Spain, Yates & Bradbury (2010) for Australia, and both
Arundel (2017) and Udagawa & Sanderson (2017) for the United Kingdom. In all
these countries, younger people have for some time now been entering homeowner-
ship in relatively smaller numbers. And the principal explanation is not hard to
fathom. Real house prices have, in most such countries, been appreciating faster than
real wages, and especially than young adults’ wages (Christophers, 2018).4 For young
adults, in short, housing has simply become less affordable.

Key open questions

Focusing on Sweden, the present article engages the above findings but attempts to
answer three important sets of questions that the literature has thus far failed
adequately to address. The first set of questions concerns the relationship between
inequalities relating to migrant and parental tenure status. We know, as noted, that
rates of homeownership often differ markedly between people of different migrant
status, and between people with versus without parental homeowners. But we do not
know how these two patterns interact. Are they incremental to one another—making,
for instance, overseas-born individuals without parental homeowners a doubly disad-
vantaged population in terms of homeownership—or are these effects diluted when
combined? More specifically in the case of Sweden, what can we learn about home-
ownership rates for four different stylized cohorts—namely, those of overseas back-
ground with parental homeowners (hereafter OB-PO); those of overseas background
and parental nonowners (OB-PNO); those of Swedish background and parental own-
ers (SB-PO); and those of Swedish background and parental non-owners (SB-PNO)?

This first set of questions is motivated by a now-well-established sociological cri-
tique of so-called intersectionality. Theories of intersectionality are concerned with
how multiple axes of inequality or disadvantage intersect with one another. They
reject the longstanding premise that different axes are not in any respect additive. It
has long been recognized, for example, that in many countries people of certain racial
characteristics are socially, economically and politically disadvantaged. It has also
long been recognized that women are similarly disadvantaged. But what has conven-
tionally been denied—implicitly or explicitly—is that these disadvantages are cumula-
tive for, say, Black women. Because, says Kimberl�e Crenshaw, of ‘the tendency to
treat race and gender as mutually exclusive categories of experience and analysis’—
she maintains that ‘dominant conceptions of discrimination condition us to think
about subordination as disadvantage occurring along a single categorical axis’—the
possibility that Black women are ‘multiply burdened’ has been overlooked or outright
rejected (1989, pp. 139–140). A person is disadvantaged because they are Black; they
are also disadvantaged because they are a woman; but being a Black woman, the
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conventional position has been, does not make them doubly disadvantaged.
Crenshaw and other intersectionality scholars and activists vigorously disagree. The
two axes of disadvantage are not independent; they intersect and, in doing so, aug-
ment one another.

Informed by this critique, the present article seeks to examine if and how inequal-
ities of homeownership based on migrant and parental-tenure status intersect.
Qualitative studies have suggested that housing outcomes—if not necessarily patterns
of homeownership per se—do often exhibit intersectional tendencies of the type
described (e.g. Levin, 2014; Tester, 2008), although the intersection specifically of par-
ental-tenure and migrant status has not been considered. But quantitative studies of
homeownership have tended to elide questions of intersectionality (see Allen (2002)
for an exception). Certainly, this is true of quantitative studies of homeownership pat-
terns concerned with migrant or parental-tenure status.

The second set of key open questions concerns whether the recent trend towards
falling homeownership rates among young adults that has been identified in various
countries is also visible in Sweden. Publicly available Statistics Sweden data suggest it
might be. In 2008–2009, the estimated proportions of 16- to 24-year-olds, 25- to 34-
year-olds and 35- to 44-year-olds living in owner-occupied dwellings were 57.0, 51.1,
and 71.2%, respectively; by 2014–2015, the respective rates had declined to 56.5, 45.7,
and 69.0%.5 But, the 25- to 34-year-old category aside, these are relatively small
changes compared to those seen elsewhere. Furthermore, these data are only esti-
mates, based on a random probability sample (the ‘Living Conditions’) survey. And
perhaps most importantly, these figures merely denote whether individuals live in
owner-occupied dwellings, not whether they own them. Any changes in actual owner-
ship rates are thus muddied by for instance changing propensities for adult children
to remain living with parents (in different types of accommodation), and changing
levels of subletting of owner-occupied accommodation. In sum, shifts in homeowner-
ship patterns for different age groups in Sweden remain to be properly investigated.

The third and final set of open questions we consider concerns how different cate-
gories of young adults are experiencing changing patterns of homeownership. While
we know that in many Western countries rates of ownership have been falling among
the young adult population at large, we know much less about how different sub-
populations are faring in this regard. There is no a priori reason to believe that all
young adults are finding homeownership harder to attain, or are doing so in equal
measure; in Canada, for example, rates of homeownership among young adults have
been falling for several decades, but for young adults in the top income group they
have doubled (Anderssen, 2015). In particular, we know very little about how recent
historical changes in rates of homeownership vary (or not) between young adults of
different migrant status and with different parental tenure status. Have ownership
rates been falling for young adults of all migrant statuses? Have they been falling for
those without parental homeowners—and thus generally starting from a lower owner-
ship rate—and those with parental homeowners? If, as Udagawa & Sanderson (2017)
for instance have found for the United Kingdom, the proportion of young-adult first-
time homebuyers receiving parental financial support has been increasing, and if
those parents are disproportionately homeowners themselves, does parental
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homeownership serve as a bulwark of sorts against declining affordability, allowing a
particular fraction of young adults to buck the trend towards lower ownership levels?
Coulter, examining England and Wales, suggests it might, finding that the differential
in the odds of children of homeowners versus renters entering owner-occupation has
‘widened slightly’ (2018, p. 216) over time; but a lack of data over a sufficient time
period prevents him from reaching a conclusive view on changes in the impact of
parental tenure on young adults’ ownership chances (ibid, p. 219n10).

In this article, then, we address these last questions, too, in the Swedish context.
We explore the extent to which and manner in which the ability to directly access
housing wealth—by becoming a first-time homeowner—has been changing for young
adults in each of the four aforementioned stylized cohorts: OB-POs, OB-PNOs, SB-
POs, and SB-PNOs. The existing literature on Swedish housing has for the most part
not addressed these questions. The one partial exception is the important study by
€Ost (2012). €Ost (ibid, pp. 2145–2147) shows that the positive effect of parental home-
ownership on the likelihood of ownership by young-adult children has increased over
time. But her study is limited in three crucial respects. First, its analysis is dated; the
three cohorts it studies (showing the increasing influence of parental homeownership
between them) were born in 1956, 1964, and 1974 respectively, and thus all entered
the housing market a relatively long time ago (€Ost ‘follows’ each cohort to the age of
29). Second, €Ost’s sample, analyzed through a combination of registry and survey
data, is small; the biggest of the three cohorts (born 1956) contained only 711
respondents. And third, migrant status is not considered. As we explain in the meth-
ods section below, our study overcomes all three of these drawbacks.

The Swedish context

Analysis of the above three key sets of open questions pertaining to the (changing)
distribution of homeownership in Sweden is not just absent from the literature but,
more importantly, is socially and politically significant. By international standards,
levels of wealth inequality in Sweden are conspicuously, and perhaps surprisingly,
high (Roine & Waldenstr€om, 2009; Skopek et al., 2014, p. 476). From World War II
until the end of the 1970s, wealth concentration had decreased as the top-wealth
decile ‘lost out’, relatively speaking, to the rest of the population; but from around
1980, by which time the contribution of owner-occupied housing to total national
wealth had surged to nearly 50% (from just 17% at mid-century), this trajectory went
into reverse, taking Sweden into a ‘new phase of increased wealth concentration’,
albeit one ‘whose measurement becomes more difficult as capital is more inter-
nationalized’ (Roine & Waldenstr€om, 2009, p. 154). The post-1970s growth in wealth
inequality has been especially marked since the 2007 repeal of the country’s wealth
tax, and housing has been an important driver of this recent increase (Lundberg &
Waldenstr€om, 2017). Since the 1980s, moreover, there also has been a surge in capital
gains-driven income inequality (Roine & Waldenstr€om, 2012). And, perhaps most sig-
nificantly of all in the context of accession to homeownership among young adults in
this increasingly unequal society, researchers of intergenerational wealth transmission
have demonstrated that ‘even in relatively egalitarian Sweden, wealth begets wealth’
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(Black et al., 2015). All of this underlines the significance and timeliness of the pre-
sent study.

Housing, so central to wealth-holdings and to patterns of inequality therein, is
held and occupied in Sweden in a variety of ways. Of �4.8 million total dwellings (in
2016), some 39% are owner-occupied in the conventional sense (by individuals), and
are practically all houses. A further 1.1 million (23%) are tenant-owned apartments,
which, as noted earlier, are—and are widely accepted in the literature as being—
owner-occupied in all but name. The total individual owner-occupation proportion is
therefore 62%, and it is this 62% of the dwelling stock that represents the relevant
universe for our analysis of homeownership patterns in this article. The remaining
38% of dwellings, most of which are apartments, are rental properties, of which a lit-
tle over half are held by private corporations and the remainder by municipal hous-
ing companies.6 To all intents and purposes, there is no buy-to-let individual private-
rental sector in Sweden.

As previously noted, and as we explore further below, housing outcomes in Sweden
differ markedly between those with Swedish and foreign backgrounds. To put these
variegated outcomes in a meaningful context it is important to understand something
of the history of immigration into the country in recent decades. In the 1970s and
1980s, a large proportion of immigrants were asylum seekers from outside Europe,
with significant numbers of arrivals from Ethiopia, Lebanon and (especially) Chile and
Iran in the latter decade. In the 1990s this pattern continued, with a substantial flow of
immigrants from war-torn Iraq; but it was now supplemented by asylum seekers from
south-eastern Europe, especially the former Yugoslavia (Westin, 2006). By 2000, 11% of
Sweden’s 8.9 million population was foreign-born. In the years since, the pace of immi-
gration has heightened. There has been a steady stream of immigrants from within
Europe, with large flows from the rest of Scandinavia and Germany—often only on a
temporary basis in both cases—complemented by a significant flow from Poland since
its accession to the European Union in 2004. Meanwhile, Iraq has remained a consist-
ent source of large numbers of immigrants. And over the past 5 years, Somalia and, in
particular, Syria have become important countries of origin. The upshot is that by
2017, nearly 19 percent of Sweden’s 10.1 million population was foreign-born. In four
cases, the foreign-born population exceeds 100,000—in order of magnitude, Syria,
Finland, the former Yugoslavia, and Iraq.7

Methods

The approach we have taken makes use of the PLACE database, a longitudinal set of
information about individuals residing in Sweden and Swedish residential dwellings.
Our analysis relies on two datasets in particular, which we refer to here as the
‘Persons’ and ‘Residences’ data tables. These are briefly described below.

The ‘Persons’ data table is a list of individual records for every person present in
Sweden at year-end between 1990 and 2014 (inclusive), every second year (i.e. 1990,
1992, 1994, and so on).8 Each record includes the sex (male or female), year of birth
and country of birth of the individual it represents. In addition, each record links the
individual to their mother and father, identified by their personal identifier. The
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‘Residences’ data table is a list of every individual present in Sweden for the same
years accompanied by a unique property identifier and tenure status information that
allows us to determine if the property in question is owner-occupied or rented. The
tenure status is more complicated than simple owner-occupancy or renting, but we
reduce it to these two categories for the purposes of our analysis. We note that our
‘owner-occupied’ category includes ‘tenant-owned apartments,’ a status akin to
‘condominium owner’ or shared leasehold arrangements in many other countries,
and equivalent to full ownership in most respects. In particular, tenant-owned apart-
ments allow participants to accrue substantial equity in housing, a relevant consider-
ation in the context of the distribution of housing wealth.

Taken together these two tables allow us to compile for every individual that
appears in the data tables time series data recording where they lived, in what tenure
status, and the presence or not of their parents. We are thereby able to relate changes
in tenure status over time to the tenure status (and tenure history) of an individual’s
parents, and to the individual’s place of birth (whether inside or outside Sweden).
Our particular analytic focus centres attention on the transition in early adulthood
into homeownership, how this transition has changed over time, and how it is
affected by place of birth and parental ownership. To support our analysis, we devel-
oped a conceptual model of tenure, illustrated in Figure 1. Individuals may be either
nonowning or owning in a given year. We define an owner as an individual living in
an owner-occupied property without either of their parents.9 If an individual lives in
an owner-occupied property with either or both parents, then we consider them as
non-owning, assuming that they are living in the parental home and that it is the
parent(s) who are the owners.10 The expected typical trajectory for an individual is
that they start in never-been owner (NBO) status, and when they buy between time
steps, they transition to first-time owner (FTO) status.11 An individual in first-time
owner status that is still in ownership at the next time step in the data, transitions to
current owner (CO) status. A first-time owner or current owner that is no longer
owning at the next time step, is considered to be in has-been owner (HBO) status.
Where the first data record for an individual is at age 18 or above, their previous sta-
tus is unknown (UK). For these cases we record their status when their tenure is first

Figure 1. Conceptual model for tenure status showing tenure statuses and transitions between
them that may occur.
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known as either NBO or CO.12 This conceptual model for tenure status is applied to
all individuals, as we step through years in the datasets.

In this way, for every birth cohort from 1962 to 1996, we compile totals of the
numbers of individuals in each cohort in each of the five categories of ownership
shown in Figure 1, as individuals age. Thus, for example, we can compare the pro-
portions of two birth cohorts (say 1970 and 1980) that became first-time owners in
the 2 years before they turn 28. We further break these numbers down into sub-cate-
gories depending on the place of birth of individuals (SB—Swedish background, or
OB—overseas background) and the ownership status and history of the individual’s
parents (PO—parental owners, or PNO—parental non-owners). For the latter purpose
we are only concerned with whether or not either of an individual’s parents has ever
previously been an owner in Sweden. Thus, we categorize as CO with parental own-
ers in 2010, for instance, an individual who is a current owner in 2010 either one of
whose parents has been an owner in Sweden at some point since 1990. Figure 2
shows the decision logic applied for every other year between 1990 and 2014 to assign
individuals to the tenure statuses of our conceptual model, and then further subdivide
them by place of birth and parental tenure.

As Figure 2 shows, we progressively ‘lose’ a certain number of individuals in the
process of assigning them to more granular subcategories. This occurs either due to
individuals not being in Sweden in a particular year or due to the necessary tenure
information – for the individuals themselves and/or their parents—being missing.
Figure 3 shows the total starting size of each birth cohort, splitting it into its
Swedish-born and overseas-born fractions (3a); in total, we compiled and analyzed
time series data for 4.9 million individuals. For each birth cohort, Figure 3 further
shows the proportion of those present in Sweden every other year between 1990 and
2014 for whom the necessary tenure information to assign them to the statuses
shown in Figure 1 was unavailable (3b). The mean proportion of missing records
ranged between six and nine percent. Finally, we show—again, for each birth
cohort—how the nonavailability of tenure data varied by age, with loss of data peak-
ing in early adulthood (3c) as we might expect, when individuals are likely to be at
their most mobile, or out of the country.

Figure 2. Decision logic for the classification of individuals into tenure statuses each year. The
same logic is applied in parallel to individuals born in Sweden and born overseas.
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The data in the ‘Persons’ and ‘Residences’ tables are rich enough to support more
detailed analyses than those presented in this article, which are designed to enable us
to focus on the central questions of the degree to which individual homeownership is
more or less likely in relation to first-generation immigrant status (born inside or
outside Sweden) and parental homeownership in Sweden, and how this has changed
(or not) in recent decades. One obvious extension to our analyses would address

Figure 3. (a) Composition of birth year cohort by place of birth, (b) percentage of each birth
cohort in each year which is “lost” due to missing tenure data, and (c) relative numbers of missing
tenure data by cohort and age showing increases in loss in early adult years.
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diversity in places of birth among the overseas born. We might, for example, expect
that immigrants from Finland or the former Yugoslavia fare differently in the
Swedish housing market than those from Iraq or Syria. Another feasible extension
would address homeownership levels for different generations of migrants, where we
might expect that second or third-generation immigrants fare better than first-gener-
ation immigrants. In not pursuing such extensions, our analysis clearly limits the
scope and depth of our findings. The findings are also limited by virtue of our focus
only on parental ownership in Sweden, which does not allow us to differentiate
among overseas-born individuals who may have widely varying access to property-
based capital from overseas. An extension of our study to factor in such variability
would necessitate a different methodological approach since the PLACE database
does not contain any of the pertinent data.

Results

Using the method outlined above, we were able to undertake detailed examination of
changing tenure statuses of each birth cohort and its subcategories from the 1962-
born through to the 1996-born. Over the following pages we document our key find-
ings, but first, we present an overview in Figure 4. For every second year starting in
1990 and ending in 2014, it shows the number of individuals in each of six birth
cohorts that (a) lived at home with a parent or parents, (b) rented, (c) owned their
home, or (d) for whom we do not have the necessary data to assign tenure. We fur-
ther split (b) renters and (c) owners into those with parental owners and parental
non-owners. The column on the left is for Swedish-born individuals and on the right
for those born overseas. Note the different y-axis scales in each case.

The overall tenure evolution in the Swedish- and overseas-born fractions of each
cohort is evident. A large part of each cohort is ‘at home’ until early adulthood, when
independent renting and ownership start to increase, initially favouring renting. The
contrast between the Swedish and overseas-born fractions in terms of parental owner-
ship in Sweden is clearly apparent in this summary display, where parental ownership
is indicated by the deeper coloured bars for both owning and renting individuals. In
addition to clearly showing that parental homeownership in Sweden is (unsurpris-
ingly) much more prevalent among the Swedish-born fraction of each birth cohort,
Figure 4 highlights an important feature of the overseas-born fraction, which is that
by contrast with the Swedish-born, its numbers continue to grow even as the cohort
ages. In a sense, this is obvious, but it is important to a proper interpretation of our
subsequent analysis of the respective tenure-transformation dynamics among the
Swedish-born and overseas-born, which is why we draw attention to it here.

Turning to our detailed analysis, we begin by considering ownership patterns for
the most recent year for which data are available (2014) vis-�a-vis the two key axes of
social difference we are interested in: migrant status and parental tenure status. In
the former case, we noted earlier that previous research has suggested a similar pat-
tern in Sweden as in countries such as the United States, which is to say substantially
lower homeownership rates among overseas-born than locally-born individuals. Our
analysis confirms this finding but extends it in one crucial way. Previous scholarly
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analysis (e.g. Bråmå & Andersson, 2010) and analysis by Statistics Sweden (e.g.
Statistics Sweden, 2015) has been limited insofar as it only considers proportions of
individuals living in owner-occupied accommodation—not the proportions that are
actually owner-occupiers. Using the approach laid out in the previous section, we
have been able to overcome this limitation.

Consider Figure 5. It shows two things. First, it replicates the traditional approach,
charting the percentages of Swedish- and overseas-born individuals between the ages
of 18 (the 1996 birth cohort) and 52 (the 1962 cohort) living in owner-occupied
dwellings at the end of 2014. The plots closely mirror those—less granular—produced
by Statistics Sweden (2015). The proportion of Swedish-born living in owner-

Figure 4. Overall dynamics of six birth cohorts (at 6-year intervals) across the time period for
which our data are available (2-yearly from 1990 to 2014). Note that the vertical scale is four-times
exaggerated for the overseas-born on the right-hand side of the figure. For ease of reference the
age of cohort members in each bar is also shown.
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occupied accommodation is significantly higher than for immigrants across the whole
age range. The major difference between the two lines is that for Swedish-born the
proportion drops markedly between the ages of 18 and 25 as children leave the
(owned) parental home and enter the rental sector before then buying property them-
selves. There is no comparable drop-off for overseas-born individuals because, for
most such individuals, the parental home is itself a rental one—and thus between the
ages of 18 and 25, the number of individuals moving from owned parental homes to
independently rented ones is more or less matched by the number moving from
rented parental homes to independently owned ones. Second, the chart shows the
percentages of Swedish- and overseas-born individuals between the ages of 18 and 52
that owned their home at the end of 2014. From around an individual’s early 30s, the
percentage of individuals owning is—for both the overseas-born and Swedish-born
populations—roughly the same as the percentage living in owner-occupied homes.
But up to that age, inevitably, it is not. Ownership rates rise as children become
adults. The one oddity in this regard is the fact that we show �10% of overseas-born
individuals as ‘homeowners’ already at age 18, compared with only �2%—a much
more credible figure—for the Swedish-born. What is going on here? We think it is
almost certainly child refugees, living in owner-occupied accommodation in Sweden
with foster rather than biological or adoptive parents, and thus categorized by our
model—erroneously—as owners because foster parents are not recognized as parents
in the underlying data tables.13

In any event, the main findings of Figure 5 are clear. Homeownership rates are
significantly higher for the Swedish-born than the overseas-born population. And
while those rates peak at around 80% at about the age of 40 for the former, before
then levelling off, they continue to increase (albeit slowly) for the latter, who by age
40 have achieved ownership rates of only around 50 percent. One possible caveat to
the interpretation of Figure 5 is that the progressive increases in ownership rates it
illustrates could in theory reflect cohort rather than age effects, given that different

Figure 5. Tenure (in-owned or in-rented accommodation) and ownership across all cohorts, by age
and place of birth, 2014.

910 B. CHRISTOPHERS AND D. O’SULLIVAN



cohorts are represented at different ages. Yet as we will see in due course (Figure 8),
all birth cohorts demonstrate the same central age-related trend (increasing owner-
ship with age), so the potential confusion of age for cohort effects is not a serious
concern here—or in Figures 6 or 7.

Our analysis similarly confirms and extends existing knowledge regarding home-
ownership differentials in Sweden between individuals with and without parental
homeowners. This is shown in Figure 6, which plots the percentages of individuals in
these two categories between the ages of 18 and 52 that owned their home at the end
of 2014.14 Clearly, the chart strongly substantiates €Ost’s (2012) claim—based, as
noted, on a much more limited sample—that in Sweden parental ownership is a
strong predictor of children’s ownership propensity. By the age of around 30, when
nearly 60% of individuals with parental owners themselves own their homes, the
ownership differential between individuals with and without parental owners is
roughly as large as the differential between Swedish- and overseas-born individuals:
only �35% of individuals without parental owners are themselves homeowners.
Again, however, there is a slight oddity to be explained: ownership rates appear to
start, at age 18, at a higher level for those with non-owning than owning parents. We
will address this oddity shortly.

Having considered how homeownership rates in Sweden currently compare
between individuals of different migrant and parental tenure statuses, we can turn to
the first of the three outstanding questions we identified earlier. How do these
inequalities relating to migrant and parental tenure status interact with one another?
No previous research has been able to answer this question, for Sweden or (as far as
we know) elsewhere. Figure 7 does. It charts the same metric as in Figures 5 and 6—
the percentage of individuals in Sweden between the ages of 18 and 52 that owned
their home at the end of 2014—but for more narrowly specified sub-populations:
namely, the four groups (OB-POs, OB-PNOs, SB-POs, and SB-PNOs) distinguished
earlier. And it makes for striking reading. As we see, the effects of parental tenure

Figure 6. Ownership across all cohorts, by age and parental tenure, 2014.
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status and place of birth substantially reinforce one another, both positively and nega-
tively. In the middle, with notably similar (‘average’) homeownership rates, we find
individuals with one of the ‘positive’ attributes—positive in terms of its effect on
homeownership levels—and one of the ‘negative’ attributes. Thus, at age say 45,
homeownership rates are in the 60–70% range both for Swedish-born individuals
with parental nonowners and for overseas-born individuals with parental owners. But
those benefitting from both being Swedish-born and having parental owners have sig-
nificantly higher levels of ownership, above 80% at the same age. And at the other
end of the spectrum, homeownership is comfortably lowest—only 50% at age 45—for
individuals born outside Sweden and with parents who have not owned in Sweden.
Why, finally, do we have anomalously high figures for this last sub-population when
they are in very young adulthood? This is the suspected child refugee phenomenon
again. Overseas-born children that our model erroneously categorizes as ‘owning’ at
say age 18 are, more-or-less by definition, concentrated within the fraction whose
real (rather than foster) parents do not own Swedish property.

The second key open question we identified was whether the recent trend towards
falling homeownership rates among young adults that has been identified in other
countries is also visible in Sweden. Here, the evidence is underwhelming. Figure 8
plots homeownership rates at different ages for different birth-cohort groups. It shows
that ownership rates are actually relatively comparable for all groups, even those born
20 years apart. There is some indication that individuals born since the mid-1980s,
whom we can track through to their late 20s, are achieving lower levels of ownership
than earlier cohorts. But the differences are small, and inconclusive. Certainly, they
are trivial compared with the large differences witnessed in some other countries. For
the United Kingdom, for example, Belfield et al (2014, p. 52) estimate that by age 25,
individuals born between 1983 and 1987 had achieved homeownership levels of less
than half those achieved at the same age by individuals born between 1963 and
1987—�20%, versus �45%. Demonstrably, then, in the Swedish case we are not

Figure 7. Ownership across all cohorts, by parental tenure and place of birth, 2014.
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talking about anything like such significant differences. At the level of the young
adult population as a whole, there is, as yet, no Swedish ‘generation rent.’

Yet looking at the issue from the perspective of the young adult population as a
whole obviously does not tell us the whole story. As Christophers (2018) observes,
and as Figures 5 through 7 all confirm, there are frequently significant intragenera-
tional differences when it comes to housing ownership. We might not in Sweden be
seeing the significant changes in homeownership rates for young adults in general
that we find in the United Kingdom and other places, but this does not mean that
change has been relatively insignificant for all categories of young adults. A key ques-
tion—the last of the three we highlighted in the article’s second section—is how rates
of entry to homeownership in young adulthood have changed, or not, for different
subpopulations. We will consider Swedish-born individuals—and the respective expe-
riences of those with and without parental homeowners—and overseas-born individu-
als separately, because they reveal noticeably different trends.

Figure 9 contains three different ways of analyzing the changing experiences of
Swedish-born individuals. The top pair of charts shows, for individuals with (on the
left) and without (on the right) parental homeowners, the proportion of individuals
in the different birth-year cohorts who at different ages up to 40 become homeowners
for the first time (i.e. transitioning from NBO status, as per our methods discussion
above). It shows clear differences. Not only do fewer individuals with parental non-
owners ever make the transition (something we already know), but for this sub-popu-
lation the differences between earlier and later birth cohorts are more substantial.
Individuals born in the early 1990s and with parental owners transition to ownership
at only marginally lower rates than earlier generations with parental owners; but indi-
viduals born in the early 1990s and with parental nonowners transition to ownership
at significantly lower rates than earlier generations with parental nonowners.

The difference between those with and without parental owners is clearer still in
the middle pair of charts, which shows the proportion of Swedish-born individuals
transitioning to FTO status at different ages, relative to a ‘baseline’ (the 1974 birth

Figure 8. Ownership by age across 5-year cohort groups.
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cohort) transition rate.15 Among those with parental owners, the decline in rates of
entry to homeownership experienced by more-recently born individuals compared
with their predecessors is much smaller than the decline experienced by those with

Figure 9. (a) Shows rates of first-time ownership (annualized estimates) by cohort and age for
Swedish born with parental owners (left) and parental non-owners (right); (b) shows these rates
relative to the 1974 cohort as a base; (c) is a similar relative rate plot for rates of over-
all ownership.
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parental nonowners. And the difference is clearest of all in the bottom pair of charts,
which shows ownership levels—rather than rates of accession to FTO status—relative
to a baseline, which is again the 1974 cohort (i.e. the level of homeownership
achieved by this cohort at different ages). As we can see, there has been very little
change between generations where individuals with parental owners are concerned: at
age 20, for example, individuals in this category who were born in Sweden in the
early 1990s are only fractionally less likely to be owners than those who were born
two decades earlier were at the same age; and at ages 22 and 24 they are no less
likely. But for those whose parents do not own, there has been a dramatic change: at
age 20, individuals in this category who were born in Sweden in 1994 were only
about half as likely to be owners as those born two decades earlier. This is UK-
scale change.

Turning our attention to individuals born overseas, we find a different picture,
especially where those with parental non-owners are concerned. Figure 10 shows
ownership levels in absolute and relative—to the 1974 cohort—terms for overseas-
born individuals of different parental tenure status and in the different birth cohorts.
For those with parental owners (the left-hand side), the results are similar to those

Figure 10. (a) Shows rates of ownership by cohort and age for overseas born with parental owners
(left) and parental non-owners (right); (b) shows these rates relative to the 1974 cohort as a base.
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for Swedish-born individuals with parental owners. More-recently born cohorts are
not faring substantially worse than earlier generations. To be sure, at ages 20 and 22
there is a material deficit vis-�a-vis older cohorts’ ownership levels (including those of
the 1974 cohort), but it is not of anything like the magnitude we saw for Swedish-
born individuals with parental nonowners; and from age 24 onwards, the relative
rates recover. No ‘subgeneration rent’ here, either, it would appear. Meanwhile, the
picture for overseas-born individuals with parental non-owners is markedly differ-
ent—both from that for overseas-born individuals with parental owners, and from
that for Swedish-born individuals with parental nonowners. Consider in particular
the lower-right chart, showing relative ownership levels. Among more-recently born
cohorts, ownership levels are initially lower; but from age 22 onward they are sub-
stantially higher, and uniquely so among the four subgroups we are analyzing.

Is this finding of higher ownership levels in young adulthood for more recently
born immigrants without parental owners a sign of meaningful, positive change?
Maybe. But in ending this section of the article, we think several cautions are in
order. First, these are, as yet, early days in the Swedish housing market for individuals
born overseas in the early 1990s. It remains to be seen whether higher ownership
rates among those with parental non-owners will be maintained as the subgroups in
question head into their late 20s and beyond; for those born in the 1980s, they were
not, as the lower-right chart of Figure 10 again makes clear. Second, individuals born
overseas in the early 1990s represent the smallest sub-cohorts of all those we exam-
ine—the overall 1996-born cohort, for example, contains just 17,663 non-Swedish-
born (16%), compared say with 44,952 non-Swedish-born (32%) in the 1980-born
cohort—so we should be cautious about drawing conclusions too confidently from
analysis of them. And third, one is of course not necessarily comparing like with like
when one contrasts the experience of immigrants to Sweden born in the 1990s with
those born in earlier decades: as we discussed earlier, immigrant populations in dif-
ferent eras come from different mixes of backgrounds, under different conditions,
and with different quantities of economic and social capital. In sum, this is one area
where more research is definitely needed—a point we pick up again in
the conclusion.

Discussion

Several of the findings presented in the previous section highlight issues that warrant
further reflection. The first is the finding that the effects of parental tenure status and
place of birth on homeownership rates in Sweden reinforce one another (Figure 7).
Being born in Sweden, ceteris paribus, makes one more likely to be a homeowner;
having parents that have themselves been homeowners in Sweden also makes one
more likely to be a homeowner (and, interestingly if coincidentally, to roughly the
same degree); but being born in Sweden and having parents that are themselves
homeowners there makes one doubly likely to be a homeowner. The effects are, in
short, additive. Seen from the perspective of overseas-born individuals who do not
have parental homeowners in Sweden, these additive effects represent compelling evi-
dence of intersectionality in action. For, in the context of accession to
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homeownership and thus access to housing wealth, such individuals are doubly disad-
vantaged or, in Kimberl�e Crenshaw’s (1989) terminology, ‘burdened.’ Place of birth
and parental tenure status are plainly not ‘mutually exclusive categories of experience’
(ibid, p. 139) in the Swedish housing market. To be overseas-born or have parental
nonowners is, at age 45, to be disadvantaged in homeownership terms to the tune of
�15 percentage points vis-�a-vis Swedish-born individuals with parental owners; to be
overseas-born and have parental non-owners, however, is, at the same age, to be dis-
advantaged to the tune of �30 percentage points. It would be hard to imagine more
arresting graphical substantiation of the theory of intersectionality. Overseas-born
individuals in Sweden have lower homeownership rates than Swedish-born individu-
als (Figure 5) partly because far fewer of them have parents that own or have owned
in Sweden—in 2014, the respective proportions for those of the 1980-, 1988-, and
1996-born cohorts then living in Sweden were 14, 21, and 35% for overseas-born
individuals and 95, 95, and 95% for Swedish-born—and partly because they are over-
seas-born.

Another striking finding is that the experiences of Swedish-born young adults with
and without parental homeowners have diverged dramatically over the past decade or
so, with the former sub-population managing to enter into homeownership at com-
parable rates to earlier generations but the latter finding it much more difficult than
those similarly placed a decade or more earlier. Figure 9 demonstrated this from sev-
eral different analytical angles. How might we understand this divergence?

Here it helps to go back to the findings we highlighted earlier from the existing lit-
erature on homeownership and parental tenure status. As we noted, researchers argue
that the children of homeowners are disproportionately likely to become homeowners
themselves because of what we referred to as socialization, spatialization and econo-
mization effects. But the same researchers have typically struggled to disentangle
those effects and ascertain which are the most significant in any particular context.
One reason for this is that while some of these studies have used longitudinal
research designs (Coulter, 2018; Lersch & Luijkx, 2015; Mulder et al., 2015), most
have been cross-sectional—studying homeownership rates in a certain place at a par-
ticular point in time, and thus affording limited opportunity for triangulation. Being
longitudinal, our study offers a different vantage point. While we cannot demonstrate
the causes of the diverging experiences of Swedish-born young adults with and with-
out parental owners (because our results are purely descriptive), we can hypothesize,
and some factors appear more likely to be material than others.

Declining levels of entry into homeownership by Swedish-born individuals without
parental owners seems unlikely, for instance, to result from changing socialization
effects. There is no reason to believe that such individuals have become increasingly
socialized against ownership; on the contrary, the ideology of homeownership in
Sweden has become increasingly ubiquitous (Christophers, 2013). Nor is there any
obvious reason to believe that changes in neighbourhood tenure profiles or in the
propensity to live locally to parents (the spatialization explanation) is responsible for
the children of renters being more likely today to be renters themselves than was the
case for earlier cohorts. The only persuasive explanation for the diverging experiences
of those with and without parental owners, it seems to us, lies in changing
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economization effects, which is to say those relating to the assistance that parents
provide to children seeking to enter homeownership. If it were the case that such
assistance had become more important in recent times to entering homeownership in
Sweden, this would help explain why young Swedish-born adults without parental
owners—and thus with parents relatively poorly positioned to help them—are becom-
ing owners in significantly smaller numbers than previously, while those with parental
owners have not experienced a comparable secular deterioration. Anecdotal evidence
indicates that parental assistance has indeed become more important (Expressen,
2017). This stands to reason since, in Sweden, as in so many other Western countries,
homeownership has in recent years become increasingly unaffordable relative to
wages. One of the principal difficulties faced by aspiring young buyers is meeting the
requirement for a substantial cash payment: the maximum allowable loan-to-value
ratio is currently 85%. In these challenging conditions, it is entirely to be expected
that reliance on parents would increase—and that parents with their own housing
equity would generally be better placed to provide such help than those without it.

Whatever the cause, there is of course the no-less-important question of what the
divergence in question portends for changing patterns of wealth inequality in Sweden.
As entering homeownership, at least for Swedish-born individuals, becomes increasingly
dependent upon having parental homeowners, the housing market more and more
serves to intensify and reproduce—rather than potentially reconfigure or dilute—exist-
ing intra-generational inequalities as embodied in housing ownership. Those inequal-
ities, in short, get passed on, specifically through familial ties. ‘Too bad,’ as the
Financial Times’ John Plender (2017) recently observed in relation to the same inter-
generational class dynamic in the British context, ‘about the struggling families who
have no access to the bank of mum and dad.’ While there is as yet no evidence that
overseas-born individuals without parents who own in Sweden are—compared with
their predecessors—struggling with the effects of this in the way that Swedish-born
young adults currently are, it is hard to imagine they will be able to avoid those effects
in the long-run. And the consequences are likely to be severe. Disadvantaged in the
Swedish housing market as it already is by virtue of place of birth, the overseas-born
population, compared with the native-born population, is also characterized by a dis-
proportionate number of individuals with parental non-owners.

Conclusion

In this article we have used extensive and detailed registry data to advance knowledge
about patterns of homeownership in Sweden and how these have been changing in
recent decades, focusing on differences in homeownership levels and rates of entry to
ownership along two particular axes—migrant status and parental tenure status. We
confirmed existing evidence that each of these is a significant axis of difference, but
we extended and nuanced that evidence in two significant ways. We examined the
intersection in homeownership terms of migrant and parental tenure status, showing
that the two effects tend to be additive, generating pronounced intersectional advan-
tage outcomes for certain subgroups—most notably Swedish-born individuals with
parents that own or have owned in Sweden—and intersectional disadvantage
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outcomes for others. And we examined the different tenure experiences at similar
ages of different birth-year cohorts, showing that while for some subgroups levels of
entry to homeownership have deteriorated markedly for more recently born individu-
als—most notably for Swedish-born persons whose parents have not owned—for
others there is much less evidence of historical variance.

Overall, the article confirms that the distribution of homeownership—and hence
housing wealth—in Sweden is highly unequal. And it suggests (without proving the
case) that inequality in homeownership may in certain important respects be harden-
ing, or even growing. Although in Sweden there is as yet no evidence of the general-
ized ‘generation rent’ phenomenon widely described elsewhere in the Western world,
within the Swedish-born population—which is numerically dominant in all birth
cohorts and which further accounts for a disproportionate share of homeowners—the
experiences of young-adult individuals with and without parental owners are rapidly
diverging. As our Figure 7 shows, Swedish-born individuals with parental owners
already have comfortably the highest ownership rates. If these rates are being success-
fully maintained within the most-recently born cohorts we examined, while levels of
entry to ownership are dropping sharply for those young-adult Swedish-born without
parental owners, the distance between the plots on Figure 7—at least those for
Swedish-born persons—is bound to widen. Class differences, if you like, will intensify
as parents’ class position becomes increasingly determinative of children’s class pos-
ition: only, here, ‘class’ is about homeownership (owning or not) rather than posi-
tioning vis-�a-vis the capital-labour relation.

Still, while our analysis has sought to answer various important open questions
identified in the first section of the article, it throws open other important questions
of its own, which we have not been able to address. Future research is needed to
grapple with these. Our findings have been fairly conclusive about recent trends con-
cerning Swedish-born individuals and the differential experiences of those of different
parental tenure status, but less so about trends concerning foreign-born individuals.
To understand more about these latter trends, disaggregating the generic foreign-
born category by specific country of birth is almost certainly necessary. Similarly,
while we have shown that being foreign-born is a disadvantage in Sweden in home-
ownership terms, we have not investigated the longevity of inheritance of this effect.
Within the Swedish-born population, for example, are there substantive differences in
homeownership rates between second-generation residents (i.e. the Swedish-born chil-
dren of foreign-born persons) and those whose parents were also Swedish-born? The
literature on inheritance of housing (dis)advantages indicates that this is an important
topic for analysis—Coulter (2018, p. 208) noting the ‘potency and persistence of long-
term intergenerational continuities in housing disadvantage’—but it is not one
explored here. What, furthermore, about the ‘internal’ geographies of changing pat-
terns of accession to homeownership for different subgroups, by which we mean
place of purchase rather than place of purchaser origin? And lastly, how might one
extend the analysis from inequalities of homeownership explicitly to inequalities of
housing wealth? Requiring one to source and integrate data pertaining to property
values and potentially also varying levels of mortgage debt, the latter would be an
onerous undertaking. In sum, much remains to be explored and interpreted in order
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to develop a fuller and more adequate picture of inequality in homeownership and
housing wealth in Sweden and of the crucial intersections between different axes
of inequality.
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Notes

1. The report in question categorizes households on the basis of the self-identification of
households’ ‘representative respondents.’

2. The occupier of a bostadsr€att apartment owns a share in a cooperative (the
bostadsr€attf€orening), which is the legal owner of the apartment.

3. Data extracted from http://www.statistikdatabasen.scb.se/pxweb/en/ssd/START__LE__
LE0101__LE0101B/LE0101B03/?rxid¼debcd3a5-96c8-49fa-badd-ce257dde9d24.

4. The Economist provides an excellent interactive tool for charting relative trends in house
prices and wages in different countries at http://www.economist.com/blogs/dailychart/
2011/11/global-house-prices.
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5. Data extracted from http://www.statistikdatabasen.scb.se/pxweb/en/ssd/START__LE__
LE0101__LE0101B/LE0101B01/?rxid¼debcd3a5-96c8-49fa-badd-ce257dde9d24.

6. Data extracted from http://www.statistikdatabasen.scb.se/pxweb/en/ssd/?rxid ¼86abd797-
7854-4564-9150-c9b06ae3ab07.

7. Data extracted from http://www.statistikdatabasen.scb.se/pxweb/en/ssd/?rxid ¼86abd797-
7854-4564-9150-c9b06ae3ab07.

8. The data are available every year, but we only look at every second because we are
interested in individuals’ changing tenure status as they age, and biannual analysis will
capture the vast majority of significant changes (c.f. note 11 below).

9. There are two main possible sources of error in this approach. One is where a property
categorized as owner-occupied is in fact sub-let, and the occupier is therefore in actual
fact a renter. But levels of sub-letting are relatively low in Sweden—only an estimated
three percent of those living in the Stockholm region, where the phenomenon is most
common, were sub-letting in 2011 (M€ortlund, 2013, p. 19)—so this is a marginal source
of error. The second scenario is where an individual living in an owner-occupied
property without either of their parents—and thus classified as an owner in our model—
is a (nonowning) child. Child refugees living in foster care are a particularly important
category in this respect (foster parents are not categorized as parents in the data tables),
and one that we will encounter explicitly later in the paper.

10. Across the age range we are considering, while possible, it is unlikely that parents living
with their children will be aging parents that have moved into housing owned by their
children, although this is a potential source of minor errors in our approach.

11. Note that it is possible, if relatively unlikely, for an individual’s status to temporarily
change in the 2-year interval between time steps in our data, such that we miss short-
term transitions. The most salient error this would introduce to our analysis is a case of
short-lived ownership (under 2 years’ duration) where this was the first period of
ownership for the individual in question.

12. This means that, e.g. a person in the 1962 cohort who is 28 years old in 1990 may be
incorrectly classified as CO at that age (if they are in fact a first-time owner) or as NBO
at that age (if they are in fact a has-been owner). In practice, overestimates of ownership
rates in older cohorts in the first year for which we have data (1990) are readily apparent
in plotted time series, and we pay more attention to overall trends in the comparative
time series for different cohorts after any initial artificial ‘bump.’

13. See note 9 above.
14. A reminder here about one important definitional issue: we measure parental ownership

only in Sweden; if parents own, or have owned, elsewhere, which is likely to be more
common for overseas- than Swedish-born individuals, we do not capture it.

15. We use 1974 as our baseline index year because for the years for which we have data
from 1990 to 2014 this cohort goes from 16 to 40 years of age, the key life stage for the
purposes of our analysis. Earlier birth cohorts are too old in 1990, while more recent
birth cohorts are too young in 2014.

References

Allen, B. (2002) Race and gender inequality in homeownership: Does place make a difference?
Rural Sociology, 67(4), pp. 603–621.

Anderssen, E. (2015) Growing generational divisions are a worrying millennial shift. The
Globe and Mail, 23 April. Available at https://www.theglobeandmail.com/life/parenting/
growing-generational-divisions-are-a-worrying-millennial-shift/article24083323/ (accessed 4
September 2018).

Appleyard L. & Rowlingson K. (2010) Home-ownership and the distribution of personal wealth:
A review of the evidence. JRF programme paper: Housing Market Taskforce. Available at

HOUSING STUDIES 921

http://www.statistikdatabasen.scb.se/pxweb/en/ssd/START__LE__LE0101__LE0101B/LE0101B01/?rxid=debcd3a5-96c8-49fa-badd-ce257dde9d24
http://www.statistikdatabasen.scb.se/pxweb/en/ssd/START__LE__LE0101__LE0101B/LE0101B01/?rxid=debcd3a5-96c8-49fa-badd-ce257dde9d24
http://www.statistikdatabasen.scb.se/pxweb/en/ssd/?rxid =86abd797-7854-4564-9150-c9b06ae3ab07
http://www.statistikdatabasen.scb.se/pxweb/en/ssd/?rxid =86abd797-7854-4564-9150-c9b06ae3ab07
http://www.statistikdatabasen.scb.se/pxweb/en/ssd/?rxid =86abd797-7854-4564-9150-c9b06ae3ab07
http://www.statistikdatabasen.scb.se/pxweb/en/ssd/?rxid =86abd797-7854-4564-9150-c9b06ae3ab07
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/life/parenting/growing-generational-divisions-are-a-worrying-millennial-shift/article24083323/
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/life/parenting/growing-generational-divisions-are-a-worrying-millennial-shift/article24083323/


https://www.jrf.org.uk/file/40500/download?token¼HzgZ18k7&filetype¼download (accessed 29
August 2018).

Arundel, R. (2017). Equity inequity: Housing wealth inequality, inter and intra-generational
divergences, and the rise of private landlordism. Housing, Theory and Society, 34(2),
pp. 176–200.

Barrett, G., Cigdem, M., Whelan, S. & Wood, G. (2015) The relationship between intergenera-
tional transfers, housing and economic outcomes. AHURI Final Report No. 250. Available
at https://www.ahuri.edu.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0018/5661/AHURI_Final_Report_No250_
The_relationship_between_intergenerational_transfers_housing_and_economic_outcomes.pdf
(accessed 29 August 2018).

Belfield, C., Cribb, J., Hood, A. & Joyce, R. (2014) Living standards, poverty and inequality in
the UK: 2014. Available at https://www.ifs.org.uk/uploads/publications/comms/r96.pdf
(accessed 29 August 2018).

Black S., Devereux P., Lundborg P. and Majlesi K. (2015) Poor little rich kids? The determi-
nants of the intergenerational transmission of wealth. Available at http://www.nber.org/
papers/w21409.pdf (accessed 29 August 2018).

Borjas, G. (2002). Homeownership in the immigrant population. Journal of Urban Economics,
52(3), pp. 448–476.

Bråmå, Å. and Andersson, R. (2010) Who leaves rental housing? Examining possible explana-
tions for ethnic housing segmentation in Uppsala, Sweden. Journal of Housing and the Built
Environment, 25(3), pp. 331–352.

Christophers, B. (2013) A monstrous hybrid: the political economy of housing in early twenty-
first century Sweden. New Political Economy, 18(6), pp. 885–911.

Christophers, B. (2018) Intergenerational inequality? Labour, capital, and housing through the
ages. Antipode, 50(1), pp. 101–121.

Coulter, R. (2017) Local house prices, parental background and young adults’ homeownership
in England and Wales. Urban Studies, 54(14), pp. 3360–3379.

Coulter, R. (2018) Parental background and housing outcomes in young adulthood. Housing
Studies, 33(2), pp. 201–223.

Crenshaw, K. (1989) Demarginalizing the intersection of race and sex: A black feminist cri-
tique of antidiscrimination doctrine, feminist theory and antiracist politics. University of
Chicago Legal Forum, 1989(1), pp. 139–167.

Department for Communities and Local Government. (2010) Housing wealth inequality.
Available at: https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/
6355/1775062.pdf (accessed 29 August 2018).

Di, Z. (2005) Does housing wealth contribute to or temper the widening wealth gap in
America? Housing Policy Debate, 16(2), pp. 281–296.

Expressen. (2017) F€or€aldrarna tvingas låna till boende f€or sina barn. 8 May. Available at
https://www.expressen.se/dinapengar/bostad/foraldrarna-tvingas-lana-till-boende-for-sina-
barn/ (accessed 4 September 2018).

Forrest, R., Kennett, P. and Izuhara, M. (2003) Home ownership and economic change in
Japan. Housing Studies, 18(3), pp. 277–293.

Heath, S. and Calvert, E. (2013) Gifts, loans and intergenerational support for young adults.
Sociology, 47(6), pp. 1120–1135.

Helderman, A. and Mulder, C (2007). Intergenerational transmission of homeownership:
The roles of gifts and continuities in housing market characteristics. Urban Studies, 44(2),
pp. 231–247.

Henretta, J. (1984) Parental status and child’s home ownership. American Sociological Review,
49(1), pp. 131–140.

Hoolachan, J., McKee, K., Moore, T. and Soaita, A. (2017). “Generation rent” and the ability
to “settle down”: Economic and geographical variation in young people’s housing transi-
tions. Journal of Youth Studies, 20(1), pp. 63–78.

922 B. CHRISTOPHERS AND D. O’SULLIVAN

https://www.jrf.org.uk/file/40500/download?token=HzgZ18k7&filetype=download
https://www.ahuri.edu.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0018/5661/AHURI_Final_Report_No250_The_relationship_between_intergenerational_transfers_housing_and_economic_outcomes.pdf
https://www.ahuri.edu.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0018/5661/AHURI_Final_Report_No250_The_relationship_between_intergenerational_transfers_housing_and_economic_outcomes.pdf
https://www.ifs.org.uk/uploads/publications/comms/r96.pdf
http://www.nber.org/papers/w21409.pdf
http://www.nber.org/papers/w21409.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/6355/1775062.pdf 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/6355/1775062.pdf 
https://www.expressen.se/dinapengar/bostad/foraldrarna-tvingas-lana-till-boende-for-sina-barn/
https://www.expressen.se/dinapengar/bostad/foraldrarna-tvingas-lana-till-boende-for-sina-barn/


Kurz, K. (2004) Labour market position, intergenerational transfers and home-ownership: A
longitudinal analysis for West German birth cohorts. European Sociological Review, 20(2),
pp. 141–159.

Kurz, K. and Blossfeld, H-P. (2004) Home Ownership and Social Inequality in a Comparative
Perspective (Stanford, CA: Stanford University Press).

Lennartz, C. and Helbrecht, I. (2018) The housing careers of younger adults and intergenera-
tional support in Germany’s “society of renters”. Housing Studies, 33(2), pp. 317–336.

Lersch, P. and Luijkx, R. (2015) Intergenerational transmission of homeownership in Europe:
Revisiting the socialisation hypothesis. Social Science Research, 49, pp. 327–342.

Levin, I. (2014) Intersectionality in the migrant house: Homes of migrants from the former
Soviet Union in Metropolitan Tel Aviv, Israel. Journal of Intercultural Studies, 35(4),
pp. 421–441.

Lundberg, J. and Waldenstr€om, D. (2017) Wealth inequality in Sweden: What can we learn
from capitalized income tax data? Review of Income and Wealth. doi: 10.1111/roiw.12294.

Maclennan, D. and Miao, J. (2017). Housing and capital in the 21st century. Housing, Theory
and Society, 34(2), 127–145.

McKee, K., Moore, T., Soaita, A. and Crawford, J. (2017). “Generation rent” and the fallacy of
choice. International Journal of Urban and Regional Research, 41(2), pp. 318–333.

M€ortlund, L. (2013) Bost€ader i andra hand—en €oversikt. L€ansstyrelsen Stockholm Rapport
2013:4. Available at http://www.lansstyrelsen.se/stockholm/SiteCollectionDocuments/Sv/pub
likationer/2013/rapport-2013-4.pdf (accessed 29 August 2018).

Mulder, C., Dewilde, C., van Duijn, M., & Smits, A. (2015) The association between parents’
and adult children’s homeownership: A comparative analysis. European Journal of
Population, 31, pp. 495–527.

€Ost, C. (2012) Parental wealth and first-time homeownership: A cohort study of family back-
ground and young adults’ housing situation in Sweden. Urban Studies, 49(10), pp. 2137–2152

Piketty, T. (2014) Capital in the Twenty-First Century (Cambridge MA: Belknap Press).
Plender, J. (2017) The compact at the heart of the dysfunctional housing market. Financial

Times, 14 May. Available at https://www.ft.com/content/eab69988-2f3d-11e7-9555-23ef563e
cf9a (accessed 4 September 2018).

Regereringskansliet (2013). Future challenges for Sweden. Translation of Ds 2013:19. Available
at http://www.regeringen.se/49b6cf/contentassets/389793d478de411fbc83d8f512cb5013/future-
challenges-for-sweden–final-report-of-the-commission-on-the-future-of-sweden (accessed 29
August 2018).

Robbins, G. (2016) US housing crisis is a stark warning for the UK after the Housing Act. The
Guardian, 21 June. Available at https://www.theguardian.com/housing-network/2016/jun/21/
us-uk-housing-planning-act-crisis-social (accessed 4 September 2018).

Roine, J. and Waldenstr€om, D. (2009) Wealth concentration over the path of development:
Sweden, 1873–2006. The Scandinavian Journal of Economics, 111(1), pp. 151–187.

Roine, J. and Waldenstr€om, D. (2012) On the role of capital gains in Swedish income inequal-
ity. Review of Income and Wealth, 58(3), pp. 569–587.

Searle, B. (2014) Who owns all the housing wealth? Patterns of inequality in England.
Available at http://wealthgap.wp.st-andrews.ac.uk/files/2013/02/WealthGap_No_03_Housing_
wealth_inequalities.pdf (accessed 29 August 2018).

Skopek, N., Buchholz, S. and Blossfeld, H. P. (2014) National patterns of income and wealth
inequality. International Journal of Comparative Sociology, 55(6), pp. 463–488.

Statistics Sweden (2015) Half the population lives in one- or two-dwelling buildings. 7 May.
Available at http://www.scb.se/en_/Finding-statistics/Statistics-by-subject-area/Household-
finances/Income-and-income-distribution/Hushallens-boende/Aktuell-pong/378518/Behallare-
for-Press/389205/ (accessed 29 August 2018).

Sullivan, L., Meschede, T., Dietrich, L., Shapiro, T., Traub, A., Ruetschlin, C. and Draut, T.
(2015) The racial wealth gap: Why policy matters. Available at http://www.demos.org/sites/
default/files/publications/RacialWealthGap_2.pdf (accessed 29 August 2018).

HOUSING STUDIES 923

http://www.lansstyrelsen.se/stockholm/SiteCollectionDocuments/Sv/publikationer/2013/rapport-2013-4.pdf 
http://www.lansstyrelsen.se/stockholm/SiteCollectionDocuments/Sv/publikationer/2013/rapport-2013-4.pdf 
https://www.ft.com/content/eab69988-2f3d-11e7-9555-23ef563ecf9a
https://www.ft.com/content/eab69988-2f3d-11e7-9555-23ef563ecf9a
http://www.regeringen.se/49b6cf/contentassets/389793d478de411fbc83d8f512cb5013/future-challenges-for-sweden�final-report-of-the-commission-on-the-future-of-sweden 
http://www.regeringen.se/49b6cf/contentassets/389793d478de411fbc83d8f512cb5013/future-challenges-for-sweden�final-report-of-the-commission-on-the-future-of-sweden 
https://www.theguardian.com/housing-network/2016/jun/21/us-uk-housing-planning-act-crisis-social
https://www.theguardian.com/housing-network/2016/jun/21/us-uk-housing-planning-act-crisis-social
http://wealthgap.wp.st-andrews.ac.uk/files/2013/02/WealthGap_No_03_Housing_wealth_inequalities.pdf 
http://wealthgap.wp.st-andrews.ac.uk/files/2013/02/WealthGap_No_03_Housing_wealth_inequalities.pdf 
http://www.scb.se/en_/Finding-statistics/Statistics-by-subject-area/Household-finances/Income-and-income-distribution/Hushallens-boende/Aktuell-pong/378518/Behallare-for-Press/389205/ 
http://www.scb.se/en_/Finding-statistics/Statistics-by-subject-area/Household-finances/Income-and-income-distribution/Hushallens-boende/Aktuell-pong/378518/Behallare-for-Press/389205/ 
http://www.scb.se/en_/Finding-statistics/Statistics-by-subject-area/Household-finances/Income-and-income-distribution/Hushallens-boende/Aktuell-pong/378518/Behallare-for-Press/389205/ 
http://www.demos.org/sites/default/files/publications/RacialWealthGap_2.pdf 
http://www.demos.org/sites/default/files/publications/RacialWealthGap_2.pdf 


Tester, G. (2008) An intersectional analysis of sexual harassment in housing. Gender & Society,
22(3), pp. 349–366.

Udagawa, C. and Sanderson, P. (2017) The Impacts of Family Support on Access to
Homeownership for Young People in the UK (London: Social Mobility Commission).

Westin, C. (2006) Sweden: Restrictive Immigration Policy and Multiculturalism. Available at
https://www.migrationpolicy.org/article/sweden-restrictive-immigration-policy-and-multicultural-
ism (accessed 29 August 2018).

Williams, C. (2010) Economic well-being. Available at http://www.statcan.gc.ca/pub/89-503-x/
2010001/article/11388-eng.pdf (accessed 29 August 2018).

Yates, J. and Bradbury, B. (2010) Home ownership as a (crumbling) fourth pillar of social
insurance in Australia. Journal of Housing and the Built Environment, 25(2), pp. 193–211.

924 B. CHRISTOPHERS AND D. O’SULLIVAN

https://www.migrationpolicy.org/article/sweden-restrictive-immigration-policy-and-multiculturalism 
https://www.migrationpolicy.org/article/sweden-restrictive-immigration-policy-and-multiculturalism 
http://www.statcan.gc.ca/pub/89-503-x/2010001/article/11388-eng.pdf 
http://www.statcan.gc.ca/pub/89-503-x/2010001/article/11388-eng.pdf 

	Abstract
	Introduction
	Inequality and homeownership: migrant status, parental tenure, and generation rent
	Key relevant findings of existing literature
	Key open questions
	The Swedish context

	Methods
	Results
	Discussion
	Conclusion
	Acknowledgements
	Disclosure statement
	Notes on Contributors
	Funding
	References


