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Introduction: A Patchwork of Exils

Between 1938 and 1941, approximately 20,000 CeatrdlEastern
European Jewish refugees fled to Shanghai. It isomacidence that Jewish
migrations to Shanghai began in 1938. In the ybatween 1933 and 1938, the
Nazi government of Germany persecuted the Jewbjrglthem of their
livelihoods and ending their social integrationn@le Germans acted as
bystanders, looking on, encouraging, and sometpresmpting official anti-
Jewish policy and acts. This process, called “da@ath” by historian Marion
Kaplan, transformed German Jews from German ciizemutcasts The
implementation of the social death of German Jemay a long, drawn out
process. It was so drawn out, in fact, that manyr@e Jews were unable to see
the danger it posed to them. It took the horrorkrdtallnacht, the pogrom of
November 9, 1938 and the resulting arrests of Jemisn to demonstrate to
German Jewry the precariousness of their livesam@ny. Austrian Jewry,
however, was not exposed to the brutalities ofdifider Nazi rule until the
Anschlussthe unification of Germany and Austria, on Maié¢h 1938, and
Kristallnacht eight months later. Because Austdawry had not undergone the
slow process of social death, they understood éimger posed by the Nazis far
more clearly than had their German coreligionisEsus, after Kristallnacht,

German and Austrian Jewry were fully aware of taeger the Nazi regime posed

! Phrase taken from Marie-Claire Bergé8ganghai: China’s Gateway to Modernitsans. Janet Lloyd
(Stanford: Stanford University Press, 2009), 102.

2 Marion KaplanBetween Dignity and Despair Jewish Life in Nazi@any(New York: Oxford
University Press, 1998), 5, 44.

% Debérah Dwork and Robert Jan Van PElight from the Reich: Refugee Jews, 1933-108@wv York:
Norton, 2009), 122; Pamela Rotner Sakamdapanese Diplomats and Jewish Refugees: A WorldIWar
Dilemma(Westport, CT: Praeger, 1998), 45.



to them, and began to look for a way détnd they found a way out: flight to
Shanghai. To understand how and why Shanghai beaatastination for these
20,000 refugees, it is first necessary to explagrefugee crisis in the late
1930’s, and the historical development of Shangoan 1842-1937.

The Nazis came to power in a world stricken by GBegpression. The
governments of nations with the ability to recedesvish refugees feared that the
refugees would take away jobs from their citizend add to the welfare rolls.
Even when the worst of the Depression was over,igration policies remained
tight. At first, many German Jews fled to Westeurdpean nations which
liberalized their immigration policies out of thellef (shared by the émigrés) that
the Nazi regime would soon fall and the refugeesldiceturn home. However,
they lost hope that such would be the case afeshischlussAs a result,
German-speaking Jewry began to look overseas rdithemext door. However,
that was an extremely complex procgse United States government accepted
more refugees than other countries: a quarteranilietween 1933 and 1945,
including 150,000 between 1938 and 1941. HoweherlUnited States had the
capacity to accept far greater numbers of refugfessit did and to accept far
more refugees than other, smaller nations. Thegmimeason the United States
could not live up to its potential was the quotateyn, created in 1924. Had the

guotas been completely filled between 1938 and ,12d8,000 German refugees

* A small group of Polish Jewish refugees also fle8hanghai, but because Polish Jewry had a differe
culture, relationship with Judaism, historical depenent, and far smaller numbers (totaling onlywbo
2,000) than the other two groups, the present aisalill not analyze their experiences.

® David WymanPaper Walls: America and the Refugee Crisis 1938112968; repr., New York:
Pantheon Books, 1985), 35; Dwork and Van Height from the Reichl8, 92; Walter Laqueur,
Generation Exodus: the Fate of Young Jewish Refufjem Nazi GermanfHanover, NH: Brandeis
University Press, 2001), 20-21, 94.



could have entered the US. The American Congresaatiwiden the quotas
because of popular hostility towards the notioe)dd by Depression induced
nativist sentiments, and domestic anti-Semitisnth@lgh President Roosevelt
did ensure that the quotas were fully availableefagee immigration between
1938 and 1940, in June 1940 Congress halved thgeaefflow by shutting off
most migrations proceeding directly out of Germéasy/well as the rest of Central
and Eastern Europe). Further, head of the SpecalRkbblems Division of the
State Department and the bureaucrat responsibtedassue of visas,
Breckenridge Long, gave instructions to Europearsuatates to make entry to the
United States as difficult as possible by requegstinobtainable documents, and
rejecting affidavits.

Great Britain opened its doors only to Jews whdatenhance Britain’s
intellectual, cultural, and business capital. &strictive policy was due to a
combination of the global economic crisis, domeséinophobia, and social anti-
Semitism. In all, Britain accepted approximatelyJlD refugees, in addition to
the 10,000 German Jewish children whom arrivedhesKindertransports.
However, Britain did allow a large number of Jew®n visitor’s visas.
Meanwhile, in 1939 the British government passedvhite Paper, which
stipulated that Jewish immigration to Palestine tdse limited to 15,000 per
year until 1944, letting in approximately 75,000vikh refugees. The British
Commonwealth, more concerned with maintaining htsigtian, Anglo-Saxon

composition than with saving lives, admitted onlgoanbined total of some

® Wyman,Paper Walls 172-174, 205, 209-211; Henry L. Feingdlthe Politics of Rescue: The Roosevelt
Administration and the Holocaust, 1938-198&w Brunswick: Rutgers University Press, 197026;
Laqueur,Generation Exodu2-23, 130.



13,000Latin American Republics, desiring to maintain detreracial
composition, changed their policies to effectiviety Jewish emigration after
1938. Brazil did so by requiring baptismal ceratfies for all emigres, and Bolivia
simply made anyone of Jewish blood ineligible fotrance into the country. In
all, approximately 17,500 were able to emigrat€émtral and South America.
Shanghai, however, by accident of its historicaledigoment, had one of the few
clear openings for the Jews within this restrictveb of global immigration
policy.

The evolution of Shanghai into one of the few dedtons open to Jewish
refugees began in 1842, the year China lost tre Gjpium War (1839-1842) to
Great Britain. After its loss, the Chinese governtreggned a series of treaties
with Great Britain, called the “Unequal Treatieafiich opened the lucrative
China market to foreign merchants. The Treaty afikizg, signed in 1842, laid
the groundwork for the Wangxia Treaty with the @ditStates in 1844, and the
Whampoa Treaty with the French in the same yide. Treaty of Nanking was
the most notable of these treaties as it openedGhinese ports to Western trade,
including, of course, Shanghai. These treatiesialdaded the “most favored
nation” clause, stipulating that any privilege acisa to one Western nation by
China was automatically applied to all other tresignatories—primarily Great
Britain, the United States, France Germany, Russid,Japan. These treaties also

granted the right of extraterritoriality to foreigationals, guaranteeing that they

" David WymanPaper Walls 31, 34; LaqueurGeneration Exodug,89-190, 217-218, 236-237; Dwork
and Van PeltFlight from the Reich25, 36, 95, 148-149; Irving Abella and Harold fjeo,None is Too
Many: Canada and the Jews of Europe 1933-1348 ed. (Toronto: Key Porter Books Limited, 1983)
Sakamoto,Japanese Diplomats and Jewish Refugges,



could live and function in accordance to Westewsland practices thus outside
of Chinese legal jurisdictioh.

Shanghai, located near the coast of China on thehvad the Whangpoo
River—a major tributary of the Yangzi River—allowgateign merchants in
Shanghai unparalleled access to inland Chineseatsarkhis made Shanghai the
most popular of the treaty ports. As Shanghai gas\a destination for foreign
merchants, the treaty signatories desired settlesmenvhich their nationals could
live apart from the native Chinese population. WM estern scholars generally
treat these settlements as further evidence ddtragperialism, it is important to
note that, in the eyes of the Chinese governmewis advantageous to keep the
foreign “barbarians” apart from the Chinese. In384e Chinese authorities
granted the British a zone measuring 138 acrethéuse of its citizens; the zone
was enlarged to 491 acres in 1848. In 1849, thedfreeceived their own plot of
land, which measured 163 acres. In 1863 the Amesiaead British merged this
area to form the International Settlement. Thuscthyeof Shanghai was divided
in three: sections the International Settlemem,Rtench Concession, and the
Chinese jurisdiction.

Citizens of nations other than Britain and Frameled to settle in the
International Settlement. The Shanghai Municipali@a (the SMC), an elected
body for which only wealthy landowners were quelifito vote, governed this
section of the city. The British, the dominant powgthe International

Settlement, held five of the nine council seate Americans, Germans,

8 Marcia Reynders Ristain@ort of Last Resort: the Diaspora Communities cdrhai(Stanford:
Stanford University Press, 2001), 7, 8; Berg&ieina's Gateway to Modernity. 8.
° BergéreChina’s Gateway to Moderniti4, 18-21, 28, 30-32.



Austrians, and Italians divided the rest of thesaaong themselves until World
War |, at which point Germany and Austria lost tresitra-territorial rights, and
the Soviet Union ceded its claim to those rightse Temaining seats were
thenceforth split between the United States andnlapn electedConselil
governed the French Concession. Both the SMC a@dhseiltook advantage
of the instability wrought by China’s 1895 defeathe First Sino-Japanese War
and the chaos of the Revolution of 1911 to expanselveral times their original
size (the International Settlement from 183 to 3,88res, and the French
Concession from 164 to 2,525 acres). It took thbreak of World War | to stop
their expansion, and by then foreign powers wieldisgroportionate control over
the city. By the opening of the twentieth centurgarly three quarters of the
population of Shanghai were not native to the tofn.

Of all the foreign communities in Shanghai the iBhitwas the largest. By
1910, the Chinese section of the city had a pojumatf 672,000, the
International Settlement had a population of 500,@®d the French Concession
had a population of 116,000. Shanghai also hostadya population of Chinese
nationals not native to the city. In the InternatibSettlement lived 180,000
Chinese from Jiangsu, 168,000 from Zhejiang, an0®from Cantori* The
national, provincial, and ethnic populations of &gtzai lived generally isolated
from one another. These self-imposed segregatielastiue as well for

Shanghai’s first two Jewish communities: the Bagl®land the Russians. The

19 BergéreChina’s Gateway to ModernityL4, 28, 30-32; Ristain®ort of Last Resort7-11; Irene Eber,
Chinese and Jews: Encounters Between Cult{iresdon: Valentine Mitchell, 2008), 47. In the
Revolution of 1911, the Chinese Revolutionary Altia occupied Shanghai, overthrew the Qing Dynasty,
and, led by Dr. Sun Yat-sen, established the RépabChina.

1 BergéreChina’s Gateway to Modernity84-86, 99.



Baghdadi Jews—who self-identified as Sephardimtanded to settle in the
International Settlement—arrived in Shanghai froombay as merchants and
subjects of the British crown. Although this comntymever numbered much
more than one hundred families, its members—suctheaslardoon, Sassoon, and
Kadoorie families—achieved great prominence in §han The Russian Jews
began to arrive in Shanghai in 1870. This groupéerto settle in the French
Concession. More Russian Jews entered Shanghatlet®usso-Japanese War
(1904-1905), and the largest influx of Russian Jexgs Shanghai occurred after
the Russian Revolution as they fled from the WRitsssian Army. By 1930, the
Russian Jewish community numbered between 6,008 &08 individuals while
the Baghdadi community numbered around 1,500.

These city-wide self-segregations and official simns impeded the
residents of Shanghai from forming a collectiveamrisonsciousness. The process
of identity formation was further hampered by drémavealth disparity. A
distinctive professional middle class was not Vesib Shanghai until the early
1920s. Shanghai capitalism reached its peak betiv@2® and 1930. In those
years, the city was the center of nearly half oin@Is external trade. Shanghai
was also a center of crime. With a population oé¢hmillion in 1930, three
separate ruling bodies with no history of coordmabr cooperation, a massive

impoverished underclass, and a popular culture wicrified gambling, wealth,

12 Eper,Chinese and Jews8; RistainoPort of Last Resort12, 23-26, 32; Irene EbaNartime Shanghai

and the Jewish Refugees from Central Europe: Saln@o-Existence, and Identity in a Multi-EthniadyCi
(Berlin/Boston: de Gruyter, 2012), 21-23; David Kzkr,Japanese, Nazis and Jews: The Jewish Refugee
Community of Shanghai, 1938-19ew York: Yeshiva University Press, 1976), 57-B&isie J. Meyer,
From the River of Babylon to the Whangpoo: a CenafrSephardi Jewish Life in Shangflaanham,

MD: University Press of America, 2003), 200.



and sexuality emanating from the foreign concessithre Shanghai authorities
had no effective way to stamp out the rampant craity.*>

Shanghai’s dizzying economic growth came to aihatie 1930s as it
faced the dual obstacle of Japanese aggressiogi@al economic instability.
Japan annexed Manchuria in 1931. This annexatioersly disrupted trade
between Shanghai and the Northern provinces. 12 193 Japanese military
attacked Chinese industrial quarters in the nortBhanghai, striking another
blow to the economy. The Depression reached Shangh@32, and
bankruptcies in the city increased by 100% betwi34 and 1935. The economy
was only beginning to improve when the Second Jmganese War broke out in
1937. In the Battle for Shanghai between AugustModember 1937, Japan
defeated the Chinese Nationalist troops—nearlylimy¢éhe Hongkew section of
the International Settlement in the process—anded the Chinese section of
the city. The foreign concessions, protected by theernational status, were
spared occupation following the Japanese victosys#&fe havens, an influx of
between 1.7 and 4.5 million Chinese refugees pomtecthe concessiorts.

The Japanese conquest of the Chinese section oityha@eated a power
vacuum in which none of the three governing paxieShanghai—the main
players now being Great Britain, the United Staf@ance, and Japan—had
authority over passport control. It was this absewicpolicy which allowed

between 18,000 and 20,000 Central and Eastern Eupish refugees to enter

13 Bergére China’s Gateway to Modernit@9, 102-103, 148, 213-214.
“Ibid., 165-167, 287-288, 290-291.



this divided, war-torn city® Five scholars have studied this Jewish refugeepgro
David Kranzler inJapanese, Nazis, and Jews: the Jewish Refugee Guiyroi
Shanghai, 1938-194%arcia Ristaino ifPort of Last Resort: the Diaspora
Communities of Shanghdrene Eber inWartime Shanghai and the Jewish
Refugees from Central Europe: Survival, Co-Existeaad ldentity in a Multi-
Ethnic City Antonia Finnane ifrar From Where? Jewish Journeys from
Shanghai to Australisand James Ross lscape to Shanghai: a Jewish
Community in ChinaThese studies focus on the international and hitaréan
organizations and policies which allowed this comityuto exist, and the cultural
and communal institutions created by the refugeé&hianghai. They address why
and how the refugees fled to Shanghai, what thegwentered there, and how
they coped with their new lives. Though all of thesudies touch on elements of
the nature of daily life in this community, Krang|®istaino, Eber, Finnane, and
Ross all present a picture of refugee life in Sthangistinctly lacking in nuance.
In this narrative, the refugees share a uniforungsfie with poverty, joblessness,
climatic changes, culture shock, and sanitary d¢ard, briefly alleviated by
refugee theater groups. Other studies of this gegoch a§light from the Reich:
Refugee Jews, 1933-198% Debérah Dwork and Robert Jan Van Pelt, and
Generation Exodus: the Fate of Young Jewish Refuigem Nazi Germanlyy
Walter Laqueur, perpetuate this narrative of tliegee experiences. This study,

however, looks beyond the examination of policy arstitutions typical of the

!> sakamoto,Japanese Diplomats and Jewish Refug8e30; Gao BeiShanghai Sanctuary: Chinese and
Japanese Policy Toward European Jewish Refugeem@®World War lI(New York, NY: Oxford
University Press, 2013), 5; Eb&artime ShanghaB9, 71-72, 106-110; RistainBprt of Last Resoyt98-
106; KranzlerJapanese, Nazis, and Je\8§,



scholarly literature. Further, while the above @¢igtudies use memoir and oral
history in their analyses, they take the wordshefformer refugees at face value,
and use those words to construct a uniform Sharrghagee experience. |
demonstrate through a close reading of the meraanisoral histories of former
refugees in Shanghai that while refugee lives iarghai followed very similar
trajectories, the manner in which the refugees eepeed Shanghai was
informed by their gender, generation, and natityali

My study also differs from the above five worksénms of my
periodization. Those analyses tend to date thgeefcommunity in terms of the
journey and arrival in Shanghai beginning in 1988 their 1943-1945 restriction
to the Hongkew district of the International Settent. A more accurate
timeframe for this community is 1938-1950, from #raval of large numbers of
refugees in Shanghai through the 1950 amendmehedfS 1948 Displaced
Persons Act. | periodize refugee tenure in Shangh#alling into four distinct
periods. The first period of refugee life in Shaaighliscussed in Chapter 1, spans
from 1938 to 1941, the years in which the refude&<Central Europe, and
traveled halfway around the world—by sea and bygHato Shanghai. This
“travel period,” | argue, functioned as a briefipdrof calm in between life under
Nazi terror and the stresses of life as strangeasforeign city. Even in this
period of calm, the cracks between the generatibes;ontrast between how
parents and children dealt with stress and tralnegan to show themselves. The
second period, discussed in Chapter 2, spans 838 tb 1943: from the first

mass arrival of refugees in Shanghai until thdegation to the Hongkew district.
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In this period, the refugees were free to live angxe in Shanghai they could
afford to rent a dwelling. Alhough after the attawkPearl Harbor in December,
1941 the Japanese took control over the whole ah@fmai, interned “enemy
nationals,” and shut down Western businesses agp@ngse occupation did not
affect the daily lives of the refugees in a dramatanner until 1943. | argue that
the manner in which the German Jewish refugee gandphe Austrian Jewish
refugee group experienced these five years wasataesult of the contrasting
nature of their earlier encounters with the Nagimes. The third period,
discussed in Chapter 3, begins with the Febru&43 Dapanese proclamation
ordering all Jewish refugees to relocate to tht/folock, half mile district of
Hongkew by May of that year, and ends with the Sajbker 3, 1945 American
and Chinese Nationalist liberation of Hongkew alh@faShanghai. In this period,
| argue, the refugees no longer retained the beravrappings which marked
them distinctively as Central European middle clbsss. Experiential
differences between Austrians and Germans no latgfermined how they
responded to their surroundings; the big divide mowvgted between the older and
younger generation, not between national groups.ybunger, teenage
generation adapted to the circumstances of lifdangkew more easily than did
their parents. These young people went to worknéal relationships, and
stepped into the role of head of the family asrtharents clung helplessly to the
trappings of a status they no longer had. The lfoamntd final period, discussed in
Chapter 4, begins with the liberation-occupatiosbanghai, and ends with the

1950 passing of the legislation amending the 19B81ikplaced Persons Act.

11



This amendment allowed those refugees still leBanghai to emigrate to the
United States, the destination to which the majaritthe refugees wished to
relocate. By this period, adults no longer hadaami parental control over their
children, and the refugees had lost their mateandl personal connections to the
lands of their birth. The generational shifts destoated in Chapter 3, | argue,
become absolute in the period discussed in Chagfer

In this periodization of Jewish refugee life in 8bhai, | go beyond
simply accepting the words of the refugees. | noigate the narratives they
provide in memoirs and oral histories—my main searor this analysis—to
determine their contextual meaning. Through mysiglof the effects of the
age, gender, and nationality of the memoir writeoral history subject on their
narratives, | found that previous understandingshefShanghai Jewish refugee
experience are overly simple, assuming as thehalathe refugees experienced
events and circumstances in the same manner. Tibedmiwelve years Jewish
refugees spent in Shanghai eroded their behavioatgrial, and emotional
connections to their old lives in Germany and Aastuntil all they had left were

language and memories.

16 Unfortunately, as of this writing, | have not uneced the exact numbers of Germans and Austrians in
the refugee community.
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Chapter 1: 1938-1941Through the Red Sea

The period of travel served as a transitional ameHe refugees, as they
fled a repressive government for an unknown futlin@as on these journeys to
Shanghai that generational differences in refugepanses to their surroundings
first became apparent. The German and Austriandtzound refugees made
the journey by land and by sea. Those who traveyeska began by train to an
Italian port (though a small number reached Shanghahip from Portugal or
Marseilles), and from there sailed through the Nexdanean, called at Port Said,
went through the Suez Canal, called at Aden, BomBalombo (Sri Lanka),
Hong Kong, and finally, Shanghai. A small numbelesbaround the Cape of
Good Hope in order to avoid the heavy taxes imposeships passing through
the Suez Canal. This journey generally took betwbsge to four weeks,
although those who went around the Cape of GooceHhapl a seventy-two day
voyage. With visas unnecessary, entry to Shanghship from Italy only
required a valid passport and a steamship tickes.r&€al obstacle for those
traveling to Shanghai via Italy was booking passageoard one of the Italian,
Japanese, German, or Greek liners servicing Eaat Bg January, 1939
bookings on German and Italian liners were soldsbuto seven months in
advance, and companies charged up to ten timasibm@nal rates for tickets.
Prospective emigrants often had to pay a high brnilmeder to secure a place on
board a liner. Jewish refugees used the overseés t@ Shanghai only from late
1938 through to Italy’s entrance into World WaoH June 10, 1940, at which

point the Mediterranean was closed to civilianficafAfter this closure, refugees

13



had no choice but to travel to Shanghai via thex3+&iberian railroad. Those
who traveled by land first made their way to Moscawd boarded the train for a
six thousand mile journey through the Soviet Untimdapanese-occupied
Manchuria. They traveled by train from ManchuridD@iren, and from Dairen by
an average two day journey by ship to Shanghas fidute remained in use
through December 7, 1941, when Japan officiallget World War 117

The overseas route began by train from Germaiay tibalian port. This
leg of the journey was an anxious one for refugessgfied that they would
somehow be prevented from leaving at the last rairiLhese fears were not
misplaced, despite the fact that the German govenhmanted these people to
leave. Nazi officials boarded the trains at thenBer Pass on the German-Italian
Border.There they removed all Jews from the train to insgeeir luggage and
ensure that none were smuggling money or valuahlesf the country® After
removing the Jews from the train, the authoriti@sducted a full body search,
including a body cavity search. Children as yous¢ea year old Ursula Bacon
experienced such a sear@fihe stress of the journey increased as subsequent
trains full of refugees heard rumors of the experes of their predecessors.

Susette Tauber recalled:

" Kranzler,Japanese, Nazis, and Je\8§-89; KaplanBetween Dignity and Despair0-71, 131; Ristaino,
Port of Last Resoyt98-106; EberWartime ShanghaB9, 71-72, 106-110; EbeChinese and Jewd5-48,
51.

18 Emigrating Jews were all subject to the Reichtligx, which deducted one quarter of all profitsde
from the selling off of assets—typically valuableghich Jews were not allowed to remove from the
country. The money remaining went into blocked baokounts, and by 1939, Jews could only access 4%
of the money in their blocked accounts. Emigratlag/s lost between sixty to one hundred perceritef t
capital to the Reich between 1937 and 1939. Plees&aplanBetween Dignity and Despair0-71, 131;
Dwork and Van Pelt-light from the Reich92-93, 144; Kranzledapanese, Nazis, and Jews$§-89;
Ristaino,Port of Last Resortl01; EberWartime Shanghai/2.

19 Ursula BaconShanghai Diary: A Young Girl's Journey from HitieHate to War-Torn China
(Milwaukie: Milestone Books, 2002), 15-19.
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| remember the tension in the train compartment@seared the Brenner

Pass. We had heard all kinds of rumors about pdugpie pulled off the

train at the last minute, about people being seatcAll of a sudden, a

passenger opened a window...and threw out money. 3tr@ebody else

did the same thing. They were afraid that if thesrevcaught at the border

with more than ten marks...they would be arrestedtamed back®
After passing the border search, the refugees aeded the train, and completed
their journey through Italy. Once at port, the gefas boarded the ships which
would take them to Shanghai.

“When you are on [the] boat, that sort of feel& l&vacation,” recalled
Gerard Kohbieter, who made the journey alone aatfeeof sixteen. “But on the
other hand, you were really sailing into a blackeh® ou didn’t know what in
God’s name awaits you ther€-t was on board these ships that the refugees
began to confront the lives and horrors they leftibd in Germany and Austria,
and it was on board the ships that generationarexmtial divisions began to
show. While adults struggled with stress and trawhédren and teens
demonstrated sadness and confusion over their dapdrture, but none of the
distress their parents felt. Regardless of thesatasvhich they traveled, all the
refugees were overjoyed to have escaped, and Hetudg their new existence
on board luxury cruise ships. However, trauma depeed by those who had

been in a concentration camp, concerns over lackaofey, sadness over leaving

2 Suysette Tauber, “Susette Tauber,Simanghai Remembered: Stories of Jews who Esca@fthtmhai
from Nazi Germanyed. Berl Falbaum (Royal Oaks, MI:Momentum Bod@0)5), 190.

2L Gérard Kohbieter, “Gérard Kohbieter ‘s Oral Histdtin Exodus to Shanghai: Stories of Escape from
the Third Reiched. Steve Hochstadt (New York, NY: Palgrave, 2062),

15



the lands of their birth, and fear of what they Vdofind in Shanghai cast a cloud
over the month-long voyage. Even children sensedtitess of the adults and the
frozen attempts they made to seem jovial, to pceteat they were on vacation.
Kohbieter remembered, “There were people that waoing the deck all night,
couldn’t sleep, people that came out of the comaéinh camp wasted,
wasted...People tried to put up a good frofftlrsula Bacon wrote “I could tell
a refugee from a ‘normal’ traveler at a glance. Jaeish passengers moved
about in an air of subdued participation—awkward hasitant. Their troubled
eyes radiated their uncertainties, and their voree® toneless, afraid to be
heard.®

The opulence of the ships in itself proved jarrifsyirreal” in the words of
Vivian Jeanette Kaplan, in her rendition of her hests experience as a Jewish
refugee in Shanghaif.“That is the strangest thing in the world, you wnit was
like a luxury liner,” remembered Lisbeth Loewenhéidy mother and | had a
cabin together. You could barely get any food ienfia anymore, and Jews
didn’t get anything. All of a sudden, you were ae ship and you had three
meals a day served to you in the dining room ofsthip.?> Sigmund Tobias was
so surprised by the treatment of the refugees andiihat he began to fear that it
might be some kind of trafS.Because not all refugees were able to travelst fi

class, Dr. Theodore Friedrichs wrote that the lypafrthat class was “in shocking

% Bacon,Shanghai Diary 26.

% Vivian Jeanette Kaplafen Green Bottles: the True Story of One Familpsrdey From War-Torn
Austria to the Ghettos of Shanglifhiew York, NY: St. Martin’s, 2002), 115-116.

% Lisbeth Loewenberg, “Lisbeth Loewenberg’s Oraltbiig,” Exodus to Shanghgar0.

% Sigmund TobiasStrange Haven: A Jewish Childhood in Wartime Shan(@#999; repr., Urbana and
Chicago: University of lllinois Press, 2009), 6.
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contrast to the complete absence to the bare neesss the third class[The
shipping line] had come up with the grand ideasmiaming the real third class
‘economy class’ and making the crew’s usual quaritao the new third class. It
was very depressing to look at these facilitiésThese quarters were very hot
and so small that their occupants could barely mbleest F. Abraham wrote

that, in this class, “because the food was minis@he young married women
resorted to having sexual relations with the crewrder to receive better food for
themselves and their familie®’Regardless of class, however, stress over money
was a unifying factor on board the ships. Ursuladdaremembers hearing her
parents panic over their lack of money, only hav#i§ to their namé& Some

used their “on board money’—funds purchased by¢figgees or Jewish relief
organizations to be used on board the ship—to aseclexpensive items from the
ships’ stores which could then be sold for prafiShanghai® Though some
passengers were able to relax the further the shiped from Europe, anxieties
regarding what they would find in Shanghai sooraegd this newfound calm.
Before leaving, emigres had encountered negattitadgs from friends, family,
and strangers when informed of their destinatiogritl Wilmot remembers her
Austrian family exclaiming “My God they kill the vite people thereP* Other

times the fear came from fellow ship mates as ¢figgees exchanged rumors, or,

2" Theodor FriedrichsBerlin Shanghai New York: My Family’s Flight fronitler, ed., trans. Frederick
Rolf (Nashville, TN: Cold Tree Pres, 2007), 66.

% Horst F. AbrahamBerlin-Shanghai-Chicago: Never Give Bloomington, IN: AuthorHouse, 2009),
31-32.

2 Bacon,Shanghai Diary?21, 22, 24-27.

3% Ernest HeppneShanghai Refuge: A Memoir of the World War Il Jav@hetto(University of Nebraska
Press, 1993), 31-32; Evelyn Pike Rulighetto Shanghabnd ed. (1993; repr., New York: Shengold
Publishers, 2000), 53; James R. R&sxape to Shanghai: a Jewish Community in Shan@a Mills,
ON: Macmillan, 1994), 36-37.

3 Ingrid Wilmot, “Ingrid Wilmot” Shanghai Remembered12.
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as happened to Ursula Bacon, their stewards emedtghem with macabre tales
of their destinatiori?

Nevertheless, many refugees recalled an extrenie®gsant ship-board
experience. Refugees who made the journey as ehildrparticular have positive
memories, an early indication of their ability et to new environments more
effectively than their parents’ generation. llie ¥8aemembered the trip as “a
holiday that floated **while Lisbeth Loewenberg remembered the voyage as
“absolutely gorgeous...The nights on the ship youtkedlying fish, and you are
free.” One memory in particular stayed with her:

There were two young men on the ship who had camé&am the

concentration camp. They were playing the pianosanging in the

evening, you know, light songs, popular music, [Mack the Knife.’ |

said to my mother, ‘How is it possible that peopleen they come out

from the concentration camps are able to enjoy fedves and sing and be

so happy? It seems like a contradiction to me.” Andmother said,

‘Well, it's because they came out of the concemnatamp that they are

happy.*

An event which holds a special place in the meesoof the refugees was
the day they sailed through the Red Sea. “Ente¢hiadred Sea naturally evoked

Biblical History and left me with a strange feelifithere, after thousands of years

%2 Bacon,Shanghai Diary 22, 23, 26-27.

33 Deborah Strobin and llie Waosn Uncommon Journey: From Vienna to Shanghai torisaea Brother
and Sister Escape to Freedom During World W4gFbrt Lee, NJ: Barricade Books, 2011), 42.

3 Lisbeth Loewenberg, “Lisbeth Loewenberg’s Oraltbiig,” Exodus to Shanghar0.
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we as Jews were again fleeing a power suppressifigitote Kracauetf> Warner
Bergh, who made the voyage at the age of fifteklso, @members the impact this
leg of the journey had on him, as a Jew fleeinggtiety>° Theodor Friedrichs
wrote that they night they “glided into the Red Sehe stars appeared to be
spread out in perplexing numbers, big and luminolase enough to touch. After
a while the moon rose and made the sea gleam lkeaal band of silver. It was a
sight that beggars description. We could hardly temselves away**

Despite the stresses the refugees faced on kibardoyage functioned as
a brief respite—if not a vacation—from what theff leehind in Germany and
Austria and from the apprehension of what they wemeet in Shanghai. As
they approached the city, their anxiety returnethag wondered, some while
drinking much champagne, what their lives wouldike in this new, unknown,
locale. For some, this was more than they couldileaiand they prayed for death
in a storm, and in another instance, committed losiicide®

After June 10, 1940, when the Mediterranean clésevilian traffic,
German and Austrian Jews could only reach Sharightaking the Trans-
Siberian railroad to Manchuria, from Manchuria taif@n, and from Dairen by
ship to Shanghai. The refugees who made the ovkjtamney remember it as

generally pleasant, but rather monotonous. Boblyn&an, eight years old when

% Kracauer, “Memories and Images,” 8.

% Warner Bergh, “Warner BerghShanghai Rememberezp.

37 Friedrichs Berlin Shanghai New York7.

3 HeppnerShanghai Refug®9; RubinGhetto Shanghab5, 68; Alfred S. Weissenberg, “Alfred S.
Weissenberg,Shanghai Remembere25-206; FriedrichBerlin Shanghai New YoriK4.
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he made the journey with his parents, found iteagadventuré’ Ralph Hirsch,
ten years old when he made the trip with his pareetalls:
The Trans-Siberian railroad...was sort of a littler\don itself. We were
on that train for just about two weeks, with matgps in many places and
days and days where we went through deep greest$oteemember
thinking, crossing on the south shore of Lake Blaikaich seemed to
take forever, we rode there for hours and hoursag like riding along the
ocean, except that it was so wonderfully coverati tvees, that it was the
most beautiful thing I'd ever seéf.
The refugees got off the train in Japanese occudichuria, and boarded a
Japanese train to the port city of Dairen. The dapa blacked out the windows
on the trains and outside, according to those whkebthe rules and peaked out
the windows, there were soldiers stationed outsitle machine guns. This leg of
the journey was far more regimented than the #amst,there was far less freedom
of movement on board. Though some of these refugedsd in Kobe, Japan
before proceeding on to Shanghai, the majority dedusmall ships and spent two

to three days at seas from Dairen to Shantjhai.

39 Bobby Salomon, “Bobby SalomorShanghai Rememberet68.

0 Ralph Hirsch, “Ralph Hirsch’s Oral HistoryExodus to Shanghgai2-74.

“1 For the Polish refugees, the trip was anythingrbomotonous. After Germany invaded Poland in
September, 1939, more than ten thousand Polishessaped across the border to Lithuania. The Soviet
Union annexed Lithuania on April 4, 1940. This e&sed the anxieties of the Jews who had souglgeefu
there as the Soviet Union did not allow its citizéo emigrate freely, and the deadline for accgpfiaviet
citizenship in Lithuania—January 1941—was fast apphing. Because Germany closed the Baltic Sea to
air and sea transportation in April 1940, the a8gape route for Polish Jews in Lithuania was abthes
Trans-Siberian railroad to Vladivostok, and froraréaby ship to Kobe, Japan. In Kovno, Lithuania, th
Dutch consul, Jan Zwartendijk, and the JapanessutoBhiune Sugihara, collaborated to smuggle these
refugees into Kobe, Japan. Zwartendijk issued thisas to the Dutch Caribbean holding of Curacad, an
then Sugihara issued them transit visas to Jagay iEsued these visas with the understandinghkat
refugees would never reach Curacao, but wouldist&pbe. There the some 2,000 Polish refugees who
spent the war in Shanghai remained until Japaripagsxo remove foreigners from its soil, shippeehnthto
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As the approximately 20,000 refugees traveled edadhn shore of China,
the Shanghai Municipal Council, ti@onseil,and the Chinese Municipal
Government (still believing that it held true powethe city) became
increasingly alarmed, and collaborated to devipeligy to stem the flow. The
Japanese, however, were following a military poidyich emphasized
welcoming Jews to Shanghai in order to use thoss d®leverage positive
relations with the United States (for a more thglodiscussion of these policies,
please see Chapter 3). Japan’s official policy tawahe Jews in this period was
devised at the Five Ministers Conference of Decearb&938. In the “Summary
of Jewish Measures,” the ministers outlined thneeciples:

1) Jews living in Japan, Manchuria, and China areettreated fairly and

in the same manner as other foreign nationals.@eoial effort to expel

them is to be made.

2) Jews entering Japan, Manchuria, and China are tiealt with on the

basis of existing immigration policies pertainiregather foreigners.

3) No special effort to attract Jews to Japan, Mania, or China is to be

made. However, exceptions may be made for busiressimd technicians

Shanghai in October, 1941. Anna Lincoln and Sarwsl both lived through this chaotic time. It began
with an illegal border crossing from Poland intéhiania, typically with the help of professional
smugglers. After weeks spent languishing in ViBamuel Iwry and Anna Lincoln’s father were able to
acquire visa through the Sugihara connection inf6oW hey took a train to Moscow, and began their
journey aboard the Trans-Siberian railroad. Sarwsi wrote that “the train had once been a trans-
European train. But after using it so much and nesvaking any repairs, it looked like a poor-house o
wheels...The food was like in a cafeteria—when it sagposed to be warm it was cold.” Anna Lincoln
remembers over 500 refugees boarding the Trangi&ibieain in Moscow. People on the train were very
much afraid of spies, of being taken off by the i8ts/ In Vladivostok they boarded a Japanese stetame
Japan (“the conditions on the ship were unspeaKabtete lwry), where they stayed in Kobe. Thereyth
got their papers in order and arrived in Shanghaiid-1941. Samuel lwryTo Wear the Dust of War:
From Bialystok to Shanghai to the Promised Land-Oeal History, ed. L. J. H. Kelley (New York, NY:
Palgrave MacMillan, 2004), 45-48, 56, 60-64, 68, 72-88; Anna LincolnEscape to ChindWoodhaven,
NY: Manyland Books, 1982), 51-55, 67-71, 73-83,-100, 121-123, 131-132, 142-159.
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with utility value for Japafi?

In 1939, however, as the refugee numbers begavetovbelm the city,
Japan came under great pressure from the Shangharities to exclude further
refugees. Japan then devised a new policy to pitalelvish entrance into the
city. In June, 1939 Captain Inuzuka and Colonel Yasymgria “Jewish experts,”
drafted the “Emergency Measures for Managing tren§hai Jewish Refugees,”
which prevented Jewish refugees from living, entgrand doing business in
Hongkew, the low rent district in which most refegesettled upon their arrival in
Shanghai. These measures were officially implenteateAugust 10, 193%
October 1939, the Japanese authorities in Shaagllaine SMC introduced
further restrictions to Jewish entry. These restms stipulated that permits
would be issued only to those with $400 per eachtaand $100 per child under
thirteen years old. Permits could also be distatdub those with immediate
contacts in the city who were employed, financiallynpetent, or to whom they
were married. Only those approved for a permit vedicaved to settle in
Hongkew. Meanwhile, th€onseilcreated its own permit system in February
1940, although it changed its mind and attempteddse its doors to Jewish
refugees three months later. Although it was thetratiective refugee prevention
policy devised in Shanghai, the permit systems \wargcularly open to abuse
and did not have a great impact on refugee numbbessingle most effective
factor in ending refugee traffic to Shanghai wasyls 1940 entrance into World

War Il, which effectively closed the Mediterrandartivilian traffic. When all

2 S0 quoted in BeiShanghai Sanctuayy4; SakamotaJapanese Diplomats and Jewish RefugBBs56.
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the gates finally closed at the end of 1941 asrJapgered the war, nearly 20,000

refugees reached Shanghai. Their new lives hadndégu

*3 Bei, Shanghai Sanctuan$0, 77, 81-83, 85-86; Sakamof@apanese Diplomats and Jewish Refugbbs
56; EberWartime ShanghaB9, 71-72, 106-110; EbeChinese and Jewd6-48, 51; Ristaind?ort of Last
Resort 98-106.

23



Chapter 2: 1938-1943: “An Uncertain Life in Another Worl&f"

In this chapter, | argue that the manner in whidh@erman and Austrian
refugee groups experienced these first five yea&hianghai was a direct result of
the contrasting nature of their encounters withNlaei regime. | first discuss
what the refugees encountered in Shanghai, focisnglife in Germany
prepared the German Jewish refugee group for vegténcountered in the city.
| then analyze how the Austrian Jewish refugee geperienced Shanghai.
Their experiences in Germany and Austria informed the Jewish refugees
encountered Shanghai.

The German and Austrian refugees, particularlyatthdts, experienced
great difficulty coping with the sheer foreignne$sheir new surroundings. The
noise, the smells, the crowds, the filth, the huaofiichate, and the visible poverty
of the Chinese populace proved overwhelming antirdiisg to the new arrivals.
They were received by members of the Shanghai Geseismimunity and local
Jewish relief organizations as they disembarkeétdeaBund, the harbor side
financial district of Hongkew. From there, they wéoaded onto trucks and taken
to the variety of locations set up for them by tbkef agencies. The earliest 1938
arrivals were placed in houses rented by relieénizations. As the number of
refugee arrivals increased, Sir Victor Sassoon—aiment member of the
Baghdadi Jewish community—donated the first floiie Embankment
Building, a luxury office building on the Bund, ssmporary housing for the
refugees. By the early months of 1939, ship attgy 8lled with an average of

seven hundred refugees each docked at the Bundembankment Building,

“4 Phrase from HeppneBhanghai Refuge®9.
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having served as a refugee shelter for a little one year, could not hold such
numbers. A more permanent form of refugee houshrggWard RoadHeim
(“home,” that is, a refugee shelter), set up byltiiernational Committee for
Granting Relief to European Refugees (the IC, amkoCommittee), opened in
Hongkew in January, 1939. The Ward Rédimserved as a reception center,
soup kitchen, and housing unit for refugees. It &lsctioned as the prototype for
laterHeime,which opened as the Ward Raddimfilled up over the course of
the first half of 1939°

Transitioning from the luxury liners to the Embamdnt Building and the
Heimewas a dramatic, often traumatic, experience femtéw arrivals,
particularly for adults. Although he never stayadhie Embankment Building,
Horst Levin did survey the premises. He remembeggg tiny rooms filled with
wooden cots, and thirty to forty bunk beds pusloggther in each of the floor’s
small offices. Clothing and blankets were hungtlo# sides of the beds. There
were no other furnishings in the rooffi€rnest Heppner and his mother, both
part of the German refugee group, spent their fisetks in Shanghai in the
Embankment Building.

All new arrivals were issued a blanket and bed tsheetin dish, a cup,

> Strobin and Wac#\n Uncommon Journey3, 44; Krasno and MarcuSurvival in Shanghail2;
Abraham Berlin-Shanghai-Chicag@3-34; Doris Grey, “Doris Grey’'s Oral Historygxodus to Shanghai
122; Eric Reisman, “Eric Reisman’s Oral HistorigXodus to Shanghar9; Otto Schnepp, “Otto
Schnepp’s Oral History,Exodus to Shangha®5; Alfred Kohn. “Alfred Kohn's Oral History,Exodus to
Shanghai99; Susette Tauber, “Susette Taub8hanghai Rememberetd1; Charles L. Klotzer, “Charles
L. Klotzer,” Shanghai RememberetD0; Trude Schwarz Kutner, “Trude Schwarz Kuth8hanghai
Rememberedl39; Kurt and Inge Nussbaum, “Kurt and Inge Nassh,” Shanghai Rememberetb9;
Gary Silvers, “Gary Silvers,Shanghai RememberetB2; Susette Tauber, “Susette Taub8hanghai
Rememberedl91; Alfred S. Weissenberg, “Alfred S. WeissemgeShanghai Remembere?6; Ralph
Harpuder, “Ralph HarpuderShanghai Remembere’l); Hecht Invisible Walls 79; KranzlerJapanese,
Nazis, and Jews85-86.

“® Ross Escape to Shangha23.
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and a spoon. How curious, | thought: this morniregate breakfast in the
dining room of théPotsdamserved by uniformed stewards, at a properly
set table with the silverware laid out, and nowase queuing up in a soup
kitchen. Nothing demonstrated more clearly thettrafiange that had
taken place in our lives than the sight of us drdss our good, heavy
European clothes...waiting in line with tin pots iand for our next
meal...In the reception center the immigrants wemeoat paralyzed. The
older ones sat stunned on their bunk beds. Sored and were near
nervous breakdowns. They did not know what to dbwaere afraid to
even leave the buildinY.
TheHeimefit up to 150 people per room, a total of betweéf @8nd 600 people
each. They boasted a few washing basins, and aeshath unit which cost one
Shanghai cent to use—a price few of the new agigalld afford. German
refugee Ursula Bacon described the bathrooms tiasilas an “obscene row” of
buckets on an open rooftop, sheltered by a tind4ike roof and a flimsy curtain
in full view of the neighboring rooftop$.The huge rooms were filled with
wobbly steel bunk beds covered by thin mattressdgsamly sheets hung over
ropes tied to the walls between the beds to ceeatamblance of privacy. The
sanitary and other conditions in tHeimehorrified the now penniless refugees.
German refugee Fred Marcus, fourteen when he dritv&hanghai, wrote:
| recall a bare table of deeply scarred, unfinishedd. Someone passed

down an open piece of white bread with two sardoremargarine, and |

*" HeppnerShanghai Refugel0-41; KranzlerJapanese, Nazis, and Jews8; RistainoPort of Last
Resorf 102-103.
“8 Bacon,Shanghai Diary37-40.
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vividly remember a chipped enamel mug of tepid;gweetened tea. The

tears ran down my cheeks and mingled with thetdarmas | was

absolutely and suddenly overwhelmed by my situa#drthat moment,

the fact of my refugee status became a realityed’m
Austrian refugee llie Wacs recalls that theimat which his parents and his
sisters were dropped off “was filled with mostletbld, the ill, and those that
couldn’t take care of themselves. It was a jarrimgoduction to life in Shanghai,
having just come off a luxury cruise liner...to findrselves being herded like
cattle into the over-crowded, hot human warehod$mdeed, German refugee
Ruth Sumner recalled that “There | had been in @l@ss luxurious Japanese ship,
and then we were in a home with army cots and IR Older refugees
responded especially poorly to their new envir@srman refugee Ralph
Harpuder’'s grandmother lamented, “If | have to $taye more than one night |
will commit suicide.®”German refugee Gerard Heimann, a young boy upon his
arrival, remembers being overjoyed by the amourhdéiren in the Kinchow
RoadHeim His mother, however, took one look at their sundings and began
to cry>®German refugee Gary Silver's parents were in & stashock*and both
of German refugee Ursula Bacon’s parents criedantfof her as her father
lamented “Good God in heaven...what kind of a heéhslthis place? ...What

have | done to us? What?As for llie Wacs, his family lasted one night a¢ th

9 Krasno and Marcus§urvival in Shanghail2.

*0 Strobin and WacsAn Uncommon Journey4.

*1 Ruth Sumner, “Ruth Sumner’s Oral Historkodus to Shanghal23.
*2 Ralph Harpuder, “Ralph HarpudeShanghai Rememberesb.

3 RossEscape to Shanghab0.

> Gary Silvers, “Gary Silvers 8hanghai RememberetB2.

%> Bacon,Shanghai Diary37-40.
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Heim.“The next morning, Papa yelled, ‘Out! We don't livea place like
this!™ >

Those refugees who could afford to leavelieeme—some spent the
duration of their time in Shanghai in these homesttles] all over Shanghai. Yet,
most settled in Hongkew because the rents there ghexap. Approximately
10,000 Jewish refugees lived in Hongkew by Augi@89. Competition for jobs
was fierce in the multi-ethnic, multi-lingual, miedfovernmental setting that was
Shanghai. Only 33% of refugees in Shanghai were axupport themselves
after arriving. To earn additional income, refudemilies sold their European
belongings. Children, out of necessity, ceased thenal education in early
adolescence to contribute to the family income, fanthle wage-earning was also
quite common in refugee families struggling to makes meet. At this point
gendered and generational differences in adagtab#igin to emerge. It is also
the period in which different German and Austriagponses to the new
environment were most pronounc¥d.

Although the majority of the refugees settled ionigkew, their numbers
were constantly in flux: some settled in Hongkeviobe moving on to other areas
of the city, some returned to Hongkew from othesaarof the city to avoid

feelings of isolation. Hongkew homes were typicatiw houses located in lanes

%6 Strobin and WacsAn Uncommon Journey4; 11; KranzlerJapanese, Nazis, and Jewd 4, 127, 29,
130, 132, 136; EbeY¥yartime Shanghail23-124; RistainoRort of Last Resort105-107.

" Kranzler, Japanese, Nazis and Jewd6; EberWartime Shanghail25; RistainoPort of Last Resoyt
102; TobiasStrange Havenl9-22; Kurt and Inge Nussbaum, “Kurt and Inge $hiasim,”Shanghai
Rememberedl60; David Kranzler, “Women in the Shanghai J&vRefugee Community,” iBetween
Sorrow and Strength: Women Refugees of the Namded. Sibylle Quack (New York, NY: Cambridge
University Press, 1995), 135.
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of similar homes one city block deep with stonelsvaéparating each row. Ursula
Bacon vividly described one of these rows:
Cement garbage bins with heavy iron lids hulkedregahe wall every
sixth row to accommodate the tenants’ refuse. Bgilinder the hot sun
and steamed by the humidity...was the combinatiatbihg fruit
peelings, spoiled leftovers, raw bones, dead datsyned puppies,
carcasses of rats, and the lifeless body of a newltaby, all fermented
with human feces and sprinkled with urine from cbanpot...Long
before the garbage bins were emptied, they reaalstate of overflowing
ripeness, spilled their foul contents into theya|eand hosted swarms of
fat green-and-purple bodied flig$.
These homes typically consisted of one room—oftesmsall that families could
not unpack all of their belongings—within a lardg@use holding one family per
room. These houses featured tiny kitchens, andredvauckets (“honeypots”)
which served as toilets, some houses having ordgyhameypot for all of the
tenants. These honeypots were emptied daily byegSkimen (“honeypot
coolies”) who made their income selling the humaste as fertilizer. Because
gas and electricity were so expensive and so cestirin Shanghai, and because
stoves were so rare in Hongkew homes, most coakasgydone on Japanese
hibachi stoves. A charcoal mix, made up of coat,dtisders, ashes, and wet
straw, made starting and maintaining a fire an @rdeand of itself. Because of

the heavy smoke emitted by the stove, most codkaabto take place outdoors in

%8 Bacon,Shanghai Diary43-48, 50, 58, 65-67, 116.
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the lanes outside the row houses. Many refugee wgrassed out from smoke
inhalation when weather forced them indoors.

Some refugees found housing in the French Conaessinicer parts of
the International Settlement. llse Greening, whitved in Shanghai with her
mother as a young adult, wrote that she, her moémel her husband “lived very
primitively. My mother was used to better thingse Were young and for us it
was an adventure. It did not bother us that we’tlithve running water and no
heat, and not too much to eat...My mother never camed, never, but for her it
must have been very difficult*Ursula Bacon, whose family moved from their
Hongkew home to the French Concession after anxrdf money, described
their new quarters as “the Garden of Eden compar@tieir home in
Hongkew].”°

As they moved around Shanghai, refugees earnéaditlegs in a variety
of ways. Some were forced to live off money frornefeorganizations, while
others used relief money to open their own busgsesBhe Rehabilitation Fund, a
revolving fund set up by Sir Victor Sassoon, finethcefugee business ventures.
By December 1939, over 1,300 people, achieved sevet of self-sufficiency
with the help of the Rehabilitation Fund. Some nggbto get money out of
Germany or had money deposited in the Chase NaBark of New York
before leaving for Shanghai. Others received mdray relatives overseas,
though this well dried up as the Japanese entriatec&Vorld War Il isolated

Shanghai from communications with the outside wdvldny refugees sold their

9 Hebert and llse Greening, “Hebert and lise Gregsi®ral History,”Exodus to Shanghal07-110; 122.
%0 Bacon,Shanghai Diary61; Kranzler; “Women in the Shanghai Jewish RetuGommunity, Between
Sorrow and StrengthL34.
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European belongings for extra money, some resddliregthrift shop set up for the
refugees by the Komor Committee. Some also earmgeynby partnering with
other refugee families to become landloid®e refugees used the money earned
through renting and reselling, and from overseamections to open additional
business and to create additional funds. Howelieretwas never quite enough
money for a comfortable existente.

In Shanghai, many men opened restaurants ancecslifgps, worked as
tailors, butchers, furriers, barbers, doctors, aibieg agents, pharmacists,
performers, shoemakers, delivery men, and repairBesiness owners typically
ran their businesses with the help of their famik®r others, generating an
income remained a struggle. Earning a living waeeslly difficult for men
whom had had high professional standing back hdimeodor Friedrichs
remembered “a former German judge...He...was an emagrt in his field
and had written a few authoritative textbooks ayalgroblems. Here in Shanghai
he felt lost...He ended by suicid& Doctors in particular struggled as a result of
the large numbers—around 200—of refugee physidrahanghai. Trude
Schwartz Kutner observed one of these men “forafyomg garbage cans and
talking only to himself. Out of respect, peopldl s@lled him Herr Doctor®®

Ernest Culman’s physician father quickly becamereleged. “We were often

®1 Kranzler,Japanese, Nazis and Jew$-97, 116; EbeiVartime Shanghail25; RistainoPort of Last
Resort 102; Hebert and llse Greening, “Hebert and lisee@ing’s Oral History,Exodus to Shanghai
109; Henry S. Conston, “Henry S. Consto@ilfanghai Rememberedil; Ursula Gaupp, “Ursula Gaupp,”
Shanghai RememberegD; AbrahamBerlin-Shanghai-Chicag®38; TobiasStrange Haven9-10, 19-22,
33, 37-38, 45-48; Eisfelder, “Chinese Exile,” 813-18, 32; Kracauer, “Memories and Images,” 4-5, 11
14, 16-25, 48; Bacorghanghai Diary43-48, 50, 58, 62, 65-67, 116; Grebenschikofice My Name was
Sarg 49-50, 53-56; RubirGhetto Shanghai77-89, 100-104, 107.
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worried that he would commit suicide. My memorynoy father in Shanghai is

seeing him seated in a chair, mouth half openpsigamost of the day away. So

terribly depressed that he couldn’t support hisifiamAll his dreams just

collapsed one right after the other...It was justibde, and it really affected

us.”™ Ernest Eick had a similar experience:
My father had no manual skills, and without empleytnhe began a
descent into a dark depression that led to hisrbgwpabusive to the
family...[he] became mentally unstable. He, alondwitany Germans,
could not adjust to the terrible living conditiom$e also found it hard to
accept the loss of everything he had worked so foarich Germany. He
was a man who considered himself more German taansb assimilated
that he bought and decorated a Christmas tree geary now living as a
refugee in filth and disea$2.

Similarly, Friedrichs remembered:
One could observe in Shanghai how differently peepbuld react to the
same situation. One group began, after a shomgefi acclimatization, to
look for possibilities of making a living, often i@ different from what
they had done before. Often they succeeded inihgila steady, even
satisfactory livelihood for themselves and themiiges. Others. relied on
the support of their relatives in America and otb@untries. Finally, they
landed in a camp...and had to be supported by thencomty. This last

was the unhappiest group, because they had givafi bppe. These

6 Ernest Culman, “Ernest Culman’s Oral HistdExodus to Shanghal00, 103.
% Ernest Eick, “Ernest Eick 3hanghai Remembere26-67.
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people simply deteriorated...Men who in Germany hathaged large
enterprises, when deprived of their normal surrauge] could succeed at
nothing here, while formerly insignificant clerksdslenly developed

leadership abilitie&®

As hinted at by the tales of professional men vamdly disintegrated upon

losing their professional identity in Shanghaistivas not simply an issue of

career. German Jewish men were socialized to bagestatus and identity upon

their profession. This strong identification metat without their profession,

these men could no longer conceive of their owmppse, and often lost their

ability to function®’

As German men struggled with this loss of profasai identity, German

women stepped up to meet the challenges of livinghanghai. The male, upper

middle class Dr. Friedrichs thought this astonighin

When [the women] saw that, due to the lazinesaeptitude of their
husbands, the household would falter, women witheir homeland had
simply been good housewives now took bolder initeet. They
discovered in themselves unexpected abilities aokl tare of the
economic needs of the family while their husbamei$ &n apron around
their hips and did the domestic work. Some of tlexen seemed to enjoy

this reversal of role®
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German Jewish women had been unwittingly prepahegselves to
become household heads and equal, if not primarpgees for years before they
set foot in Shanghai. Beginning in 1933, Jewish mere forced out of public
sector work and cultural production. In 1938, theyre barred from the
workplace altogether. From 1935, Jews could nodoihge gentile maids under
the age of forty-five. Jewish women made up fordtierence in household
income by becoming wage earners themselves, agdktimeildered the household
work as well. Where Nazi ideology restricted gentlomen to childbearing,
homemaking, and churchgoing, it (unintentionalfycaurse) opened up new
roles for women in the Jewish family. With existaly lost husbands, few
resources, and little to no household help, theck# on Jewish access to
domestic help and incomes allowed Jewish wometem sinknowingly, into the
position of head of the family. This situation, &ited by Nazi legislation,
accustomed German Jewish women to working andgiuimder strained and
stressful conditiondndeed, observers of training programs put in ptagarepare
German Jewry for life as émigrés noted the acconatiogland adaptable nature
of Jewish women, in comparison to men. Husbandgh#ar part, were
increasingly expected by both their wives and #heish community to pitch in
around the house, but only minimally, as both mahv@omen balked at the idea
of the “domestication of men.” Cooking caused pailtr stress because of tight
budgets and limited access to household help. Gavewspapers advised
housewives to consider vegetarian menus becaugevidre cheaper, healthier,

and avoided the kosher meat problem. This patt@asiaentinued in Shanghai as
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refugee women struggled to cook on hibachi stoaed,frequently turned to
Shanghai newspapers for recipes and suppbtiusbands, Jewish newspapers
simply asked them to limit their expectations ofawtheir wives could
accomplish with no household help and a reduceshiigc Nazi legislation
prepared German Jewish women for the challengesoftaining a household
and supporting a family in Shanghai.

While some refugee couples opened businesseh&rgether refugee
women earned incomes as individuals. They bakeshegrestaurants, and
worked at banks, hospitals, print manufacturing panies, and as secretaries and
receptionists. Thirteen year old Inge Nussbaumbhardamily lived on her
mother’s earnings. “She was relatively well paidter work, knitting and
making clothes. When she worked, my father cooketidid the housework’®
Despite the necessity for female labor, it wasaiways a comfortable reality.
Ursula Bacon’s mother, for example, worked as asimaker. Her father, a once
solidly middle class German man, was uncomfortalile the fact that his wife
worked, and with her choice of professidiMoreover, there were some female
professions looked down upon more than that oeasinaker. Some refugee
women worked as bar girls and prostitutes to makis eneet. Although not all

bar girls were prostitutes and not all prostitwese bar girls, the two often went
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hand in hand. Horst Levin describes bar girls asttractive young women who
sat at the tables and bars and talked with mak®weiess who bought them
drinks...The ‘cocktail’ the bartenders served thedids was tea instead of
liquor, and the customers’ drink money would goht® girls at the end of the
night...Bartenders often doubled as pimps for thegiids.”’*Gerard Kohbieter, a
sixteen year old who spent most of his time with ‘thrtistic’ crowd, remembered
that some members of the community looked dowrherbar girls simply
because they worked in a Har\s for prostitution, Horst Levin writes that “In
Europe, the idea of a Jewish prostitute was un#ile&k Here in Shanghai, the old
moral standards could not hold. Few people conddrimese women who did
what they had to and saved their families fromvstaon.”*

In addition to entrepreneurship, odd jobs, and‘thdest profession,”
many refugees made extra money by selling whatpesgessions they managed
to bring out of Germany or buy on board the linghsch brought them to
Shanghai. Some fortunate refugees, before thekinany, shipped their
possessions to Shanghai in huge wooden crateshwdtdcording to Ernest
Culman, were “basically the size of a room”) calliés.”® Those able to do so
packed everything they could fit and had the hipped to Shanghai. Lifts were
typically filled with bulky European furniture, hesaEuropean clothing,
valuables, and kitchenware rendered unusable bst#te of most refugees’

kitchens. Unfortunately many of the lifts nevenad. Some, shipped on German
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vessels, were detained on the high seas as tha®&®déorld War began. Two
years after llse Grebenschikoff's family shippeditlhift, they were contacted in
Shanghai by the Japanese authorities then in pov&ngapore, where the
British originally detained the ship transportitgit lift. “They planned to
auction off the contents of the Lift, unless wedpidiem about One Thousand U.S.
Dollars in storage fees. My father wrote to thewat the did not have the money.
We never found out what happened to our thingsryEvieig connecting us to our
past lives was gon€?llie Wacs’ family’s lift was on board a ship
commandeered by the Germans. “Everything was ddod#i wept fiercely. It
was one of the few times she allowed herself takt& Melitta Colland’s
family’s lift, containing many valuables, made & far as Italy. “And that's where
it was lost and never seen again. Had that lifved; we could have been living
from what we sold for ten year§®Other lifts simply disappeared into the chaos
of the Second World War, and the refugees haddepchat their belongings
were goneThose whose lifts did arrive were re-united withitiEuropean lives,
and were able to sell enough generate a livabtnied¢®

Often, however, money earned from selling beloggidid not suffice,
and families made the difficult decision to senelitichildren to work instead of

school. Ernest Culman’s brother and Ruth Sumnédr botled their educations at
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the age of fourteen. Culman recalled that increpsimmbers of children left the
refugee school at the ages of thirteen or fourbesrause their parents did not
make enough money to survive. Those families widdhdve the economic
wherewithal to send their children to school hadchyt® choose from. Families
who wished to send their children to Jewish schbattwo options: the
Shanghai Jewish Youth Association (the SJYA), &lsown as the Kadoorie
School, and the Shanghai Jewish School (the S&f).\Bere established for the
Shanghai Jewish communities by Sir Horace Kado®he.first refugees to
arrive in 1938 sent their children to the Shandleavish School. However, as
more refugees arrived, the SJS became overcrowaedhis reason, and because
the SJS was located far from Hongkew, Kadoorie ege¢he SJYA in Hongkew
on November 1, 1939 with an enroliment of approxatyat00. The Kadoorie
School offered a secular curriculum taught in Estglwith languages and Jewish
religious subjects integrated into the curriculfter Pearl Harbor, Kadoorie, as
an “enemy national,” was no longer in charge ofd¢tleool, and its new Japanese
directors introduced German and Japanese to thiewdum. Most of the teachers
at the SJYA were excellent, and the school, follayihe English model,
maintained a high educational standard. Most refugpdren attended the
Kadoorie School, and they profess to have hadipesiperiences there.
However, the SJS, perceived by both students amhtsaas offering the superior
education, was the more desirable of the two. @riiite SIJYA, which was
tuition-free, the SJS charged a five dollar per thduaition, a price families

struggled to afford. Some, such as llse Grebenefitskparents, wanting to
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provide their children with the best education &lde, paid the tuitiorwhile
others, such as Evelyn Rubin, attended on schafetsh

Other families turned to Catholic schooling. UesBlacon attended the
Sisters of Sacre Coeur on scholarship. Though lo¢nen expressed concern at
the Catholic education, her father saw no harm iGertrude Kracauer sent her
son to the Catholic missionary St. Francis Xaviend@l.Though concerned with
how Catholic school would affect her son’s Jewanitity, Kracauer assumed
that hers’ and her husband’s parental influenceldvovercome the Catholic
instruction (she was not entirely correct). Othdueational choices included
Russian schools, and the Western District Publio8kin the International
Settlement!

The Jewish refugee children of Shanghai saw #uications cut off by
economic realities and disrupted by the Japanesgation of Shanghai.
Meanwhile, their parents saw the education of tbleidren compromised by
economic necessity and the ideological constraihtse chosen institution.
German refugee children were in the ideal posittoadapt to these education
realities, however. In 1933 it became almost imgdsg$or Jewish students to
attend high schools. Elementary schools remained,dpowever, children
attending these schools struggled with anti-Semifr®m both their peers and

their teachers. This left Jewish children to turereasingly schools run by the
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Jewish community, or to private instruction. Thxperience of dependency upon
Jewish run schools and exclusion from mainstredmas prepared Jewish
refugee children for the isolation and dependencyewish relief organizations
and schools they would encounter in Shanghai. Eurthe experience of being a
school age child in Nazi Germany trained Jewiskdohin to take radical
changes—from new teachers, to new classmatesweueicula, to the
disappearance of whole families to emigration—idst Discrimination in
Germany prepared them for the Shanghai experiesfaaterrupted education.
German Jewish parents, however, tied their sosgailations to their childrens’
education. Therefore, having to force their chitdte end their education, and
having to send their children to a school percem®thferior, dealt a great blow
to the self-esteem and sense of status of many &edewish parenfs.
Participation in camps, and scout and youth grqupsgided another
means of cultural continuity for German Jewish gefl youth in Shanghai. In
Germany, these groups helped to foster in youtmaesof independence, and a
willingness to question authority in their membekdolescents felt empowered
by these groups to question the judgments of ffaents who hoped to remain in
Germany. As the older generation clung to the pasith groups encouraged
adolescents to look beyond Germany for their futlré&hanghai, many
adolescents joined scout groups, which, accordirigaiph Hirsch, were almost
entirely comprised of German and Austrian childfekleanwhile some were

lucky enough to go to children’s camps. Evelyn Ruim her Girl Guides group,
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learned the all important skill of Morse cofayhile Illo Heppner’'s Jewish youth
group introduced her to other Central Europeanagers and to her future
husband, Erneét. For children and adolescents growing up in Nazn@ay,
scout, camp, and youth groups served as a vitabpgrowing up. By 1939, sixty
percent of all German Jews between the ages ohd 2% were involved in one
of these groups. These groups gave children antth yamme diversion—in the
form of vacations, hikes, and camping trips—froma kfarsh realities of the times.
They provided a haven from the stress, tensiorcantusing nature of life in
Shanghai by providing young people with continaihd camaraderie at a time
when German Jewish youth must have felt that theitd was coming apaff.

As schools and youth groups provided a sense dimtoty and
community for young people, adults looked to theate culture, as they had in
Nazi Germany, for a haven from the stresses of @ranAs the refugees
primarily lived in Hongkew, they gradually changeétom a bombed out slum to
a “Little Vienna,” with European-style architectuard storefronts. As the
refugees recreated the aesthetics of Central Eutiopg longed for the cultural
trappings of that world. Luckily for them, withiheé Shanghai refugee community
were an “uncommonly large” number of actors, asgsssingers, musicians, and
writers, including well known performers such agz¥elchior, Eva Baruch, Lili
Flohr, Max Kuttner, and Alfred Wittenberg, who aftput on solo performances.

Cabarets and variety shows, popularly referreds®uste Abendsyere
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especially popular as they could be performed amy&kheaply, and did not
require costumes or sets. German language theateextremely popular, though
the cultured refugees who made up the audiences aftan critical of these
performancedn all, over 60 German language theatrical produstiwere
produced by the refugees, in addition to the refueater group performances of
King Learin German-accented English and the Yiddish theatsated by the
Polish Jews. The refugee community also publislesdspapers. Between 1939
and 1941, the German speaking refugee communityostgul three separate daily
newspapers, in addition to daily and monthly pudilans, and two publications
of the refugee medical community. Though two ofdldies closed folded after
Pearl Harbor, th&hanghai Jewish Chronic(tater called th&Shanghai Echp
continued publication until the 1949 Communist takex of the cityWhile
certainly dramatic and in its scope and accomplesfits) and impressive in light
of the economic conditions of the refugee commurtitg artistic and cultural
output of this community are not altogether a sagrAs the Nazi authorities
banned Jews from patrticipation in cultural actestin Germany, Jews in turn
created their own cultural life and community. Thesvish Cultural Association,
founded in the spring of 1933, offered entertainttedewish audiences,
employed Jewish artists unemployed as a resutiailrdecrees, and provided a
semblance of leisure and normality for its almds0®0 members. Just as the
Jewish Cultural Association provided an escapéfman Jews under Nazi rule,
the creation of a German cultural world in Shangiravided the Central

European refugees with an escape from the stresslesir daily lives>’
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As hard as they tried to reconstruct their mogtlyan middle class
German lives, however, there were two factors (hdyof course, their poverty)
which kept them constantly aware of the fact thay/twere not living in
Germany, but were refugees in Shanghai: the clinaaie the hygienic standards.
The humid climate, with temperatures that soareal/éy 100 degrees in the
summer, winter temperatures which hovered arouadréezing point, and a
dramatic typhoon season added stress, healthdalateerns, and feelings of
displacement to their already disrupted lives. SigcthTobias wrote:

It was...difficult to get used to the summer heaEhanghai. By

midafternoon the sun-baked pavement became sofj@mely enough to

stick to the tires of cars and trucks...The intensaikity made the inside
walls in our house so damp that drops of wateradlgtdribbled down

from the ceiling...At night the houses felt like ogeagiving off the stored-

up heat collected during the day. We all carrietsfaith us, but they

helped only as long as we actually fanned oursebsad we usually got
tired of that pretty sooft
Forming a perfect partnership with this harsh ctenaere the sanitary conditions
of Shanghai. Indeed, when the Whangpoo overflowgohd the typhoon season,
it flooded the living rooms of refugees, leaving fiith of the streets behind in
the refugees’ homes, along with destroyed perseffietts. Much of the illnesses
the refugees experienced can be attributed to iiearance, and the ignorance of

refugee doctors, of how to cope with the hygiemioditions in Shanghai.
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Friedrichs wrote that “What we [German physiciamgjently needed was
information about diseases that were common insthiiigropical country, but
about which we were completely ignorant...But inteastudy of a good
textbook on tropical diseases quickly filled theecuum, and we were...able to
handle all problems that could occ@F.In addition, the unclean water supply
created serious health risks. In an attempt to help refugees deal with the
sanitary realities of Shanghai, the Komor Commjttee International Committee
for Granting Relied to European Refugees, adviseddfugees: “1) Don’t
remove your hat in the sun. 2) Never drink unbodeder. 3) Don’t eat any raw
fruits and vegetables® All fruits and vegetables had to be boiled before
consumption. All of the refugees carefully noteditlirustrations with having to
boil all fruits and vegetables, and the litany ©edises that they, their families,
and the community fell victim to. Ernest Culman mmbered a story of disease
which achieved urban legend status within the méugpmmunity, “There’s [a]
couple...the man caught rabies...As they were takingtbithe hospital, he
kissed his wife goodbye. He died, and a few datgs,|ahe had rabies and she
died. I didn’t know these people, | just know oéh. You had to be so carefdt”
Although life was hard—especially in the weeks amehths immediately
following their arrival—the German refugees did iagle some manner of

normalcy and stability in Shanghai. Historians RieKranzler, Marcia Ristaino,
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and Irene Eber paint a picture of refugee lifehis period as bleak and desperate.
They view Shanghai as having wrought massive changgheaval, to the daily
lives of all of the refugees. Although the moveStmanghai introduced dramatic
changes to the lives of the refugees, for the Gerdeavs it was not the upheaval
which Kranzler, Ristaino, and Eber portray it to beat change took place much
before the refugees had any idea of moving to Steinghat change occurred
under Nazi rule. Shanghai merely functioned asaaesn which the processes
begun in Germany—the generational gap, the inangas|f-sufficiency of the
Jewish community in response to isolation, andstii®version of traditional
gender norms—could grow and intensify in scope. el®v, while Nazi

legislation created the upheaval which readied Geardews for the hardships of
Shanghai, the opposite held true for the Austredngees. For this refugee group,
one suddenly and dramatically confronted by Naalerice and accompanying
need to emigrate, the move to Shanghai was theadi@opheaval described by
Kranzler, Ristaino, and Eber.

The Austrian and German refugees dealt with theesarcumstances over
the course of their first five years in Shangh#ie Tifference between the two
groups lies in how they experienced those circunc&s. The contrasts are subtle,
and typically come out in the details remembereatitae tone used to
remembered them. The Austrian memoirs and orabiest are more hopeless
and emotional in tone, and more dramatically readi¢han those of the German
group. For example, the Austrian refugees tendedaie broad, sweeping,

negative statements about the refugee experiemgde Schwarz Kutner, who

45



arrived in Shanghai when she was sixteen yeardattiher interviewer that
“This is a personal account of a very sad and ¢régie.”®? Ingrid Wilmot, who
arrived in Shanghai when she was still a child,testbat “Foreigners in
Shanghai...did well, but not the refugees of 193891@nd 1940* This
inaccurate statement conveys feelings of exclussatation, and inferiority far
greater than any the Germans experienced. Indaesdrian Jews remembered
many aspects of life in Shanghai which German #d&/sot. The German group
saved the dramatic emotion for their recollectiohtheir lives in Germany and
their 1943-1945 lives in Hongkew. For example, GBthnepp, sixteen years old
when he arrived in Shanghai noted that “We movedrat a lot, we lived in a
large number of places, the sort of room whereetBtept, and one shared kitchen
and [a] bathroom™ His specific notation of the impermanence of liyin
situations in Shanghai sits in stark contrast éodasual manner in which the
German memoirists discuss the issue. The Austefugees, not having
experienced the same prolonged Nazi assaults arctireers, households, and
finances, saw this living situation as difficultdashocking where the Germans
saw it as commonplace.

The Austrians also differed from the Germans &irtboncern about status
and divisions within the Jewish refugee commur@ito Schnepp noted that at

the Shanghai Jewish school children from the variewish communities of
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Shanghai did not mi¥ Ingrid Wilmot, a child when she arrived in Shanghai
wrote that “the refugees were considered the lowktgte low. We were on the
bottom rung of the social ladder among white faneig in Shanghat’”?
Meanwhile, Ilie Wacs wrote that “The German Jewskéd down on the
Austrians, and both looked down on the Poli#hWhile the German refugees
were without a doubt aware of their status witlhia tefugee body, they did not
make these sorts of comparison between themseaheetha other groups, nor did
they make note of feelings of condescension towdnel@\ustrian or Polish
groups. The German group, having experienced “bdeth” before fleeing to
Shanghai, no longer focused on where they stooelation to the other white
communities of Shanghdf. They focused instead on jobs, school, health, and
survival. The Austrians, not having undergone #asv erosion of status, were
shocked to realize that they no longer had any.

Austrian Jewish adults, struggling to accept ke of status, were
affected mentally and emotionally to such an exteat Austrian recollections,
primarily written and recorded by those who wergédrhn or adolescents when
they arrived in Shanghai, show great awarenedseoblter generation’s mental
and emotional state. While there were elementhisfih the recollections of the
German group, particularly in regard to the meatad emotional state of adult
men, these notations were less pronounced, anddessstent. Deborah Strobin

arrived in Shanghai at an age when she was toogytmuremember Austria. She
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did, however, remember her parents’ behavior agsb#led into life in
Shanghai:
The filth...drove Mutti crazy. She could not stand ttonditions in which
we lived. She wanted everything in her house tpristine, which was
impossible...She spent her day hand washing our gdasmieoning and
mending...Mutti’'s never-ending, losing battle agais filth was...made
worse by the fact that we lived two doors down fribva children’s
hospital...Mutti was afraid of everything and evergoHRler fear was
omnipotent as she strained to appear stoic, tdaectba illusion of a rosy
life, a pleasant home. She couldn’t hide her feanfme. | saw her biting
her knuckles. There was always a knuckle betweeteléh!®
Vivian Jeanette Kaplan’s mother had a similar eigmee. Her mother found “it
difficult to adapt to the new life and quickly dsfinto depression...She has said
she has no more strength left to exist here otatid again somewhere else, that
another voyage would kill het* Otto Schnepp observed that his domineering
father, who had absolute power over the family usthia, “simply lost power”
through their emigration and resettlement. “He was$onger a figure of power.”
Meanwhile, his “mother was a very nervous and laergpessimistic sort of
person. She was, | think, very frightened, and wgrset.” With his father unsure
of how to handle life, and his mother succumbinéetr, Schnepp had to make
the big family decisions and become the main wageer'°?Not prepared for

losing their professional identity, maintaining@ulehold in difficult conditions,
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frequent moves, or for the necessity of femaledahastrian Jewish parents
foundered, leaving their children to question tlaithority, and take the
responsibility and support the household.

Jewish refugees from Nazi Germany used theirrexpees under Nazism
to respond to Shanghai and create a sense of reyrimaheir new home. The
Austrians, however, had no such experience. Thdynbabeen socialized for the
realities of life in Shanghai. As German Jewish vweonsontinued to perform their
new roles within the family, Austrian Jewish wonstruggled mentally and
emotionally to cope with the new gendered realitiamily life in Shanghai. As
refugee men slowly lost their status as head ofahely and refugee women
coped with their shifting role, refugee childrerdgroung adults adapted,
responding to their parents’ inability to adapgating and accentuating a
generation gap between themselves and the olderajem. The Hongkew
period of refugee life in Shanghai functioned aqualizing force between
German and Austrian adult refugees. Both groupsggted to adapt to the
conditions of Hongkew, as their children driftedtifieer and farther away into

premature independence.
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Chapter 3: 1943-1945Little Vienna
On February 18, 1943, the following proclamatiagned by the
Commander-in-Chief of the Imperial Japanese ArmihenShanghai Area and
the Commander-in-Chief of the Imperial JapaneseyNappeared in Shanghai
newspapers:
I. Due to military necessity, places of resideneé business of the
stateless refugees in the Shanghai area shallftezrba restricted to the
undermentioned area in the International Settlenteast of the line
connecting Chaoufoong road, Muirhead Road, and Bead; West of
Yangtzepoo Creek; North of the line connecting Eeswvard Road and
Wayside Road; and South of the boundary of thenateonal Settlement.
Il. The stateless refugees at present residingpardfrying on business in
the district other than the above area shall rentloeie places of residence
and/or business into the area designated abovedyylld, 1943.
Permission must be attained from the Japaneseréighdor the transfer,
sale, purchase, or lease of rooms, houses, sh@vs/ather
establishments, which are situated outside thegdated area and now
being [sic] occupied or used by the stateless esfag
lll. Persons other than the stateless refugeesmsbtalemove into the area

mentioned in Article | without permission of thepdaese authorities.
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IV. Persons who will have violated this Proclamatar obstructed its

reinforcement shall be liable to serve punishnié&ht.
The Japanese—or rather, Colonel Yasue and Cdptaznka, who were to
become the Japanese military’s “Jewish experts”d-tha anti-Semitic tract the
Protocols of the Elders of Ziamhile fighting alongside the White Russian forces
in the Siberian Expedition of 1918. Yasue and Iiazdid not merely parrot the
Russian anti-Semitism, but based on those condeptsporated the myth global
Jewish power and capital into Japanese militaricpaintil the signing of the Tri-
Partite Pact with Germany and Italy in Septemb@4,01 Inuzuka and Yasue
believed that American Jewish leaders had the ptaveressure the Roosevelt
administration on the behalf of Japan. To motitaese imaginary American
Jewish leaders to act on Japan’s behalf, Yasuénazdka believed that they
could treat the Jewish refugees as hostages igaiagon with American Jewry.
The geopolitical situation changed after Hitleggisg 1940 victory in Europe.
This victory put European colonial holdings in EAsta under German control,
putting Japan in the position to exploit the ndttgaources in those colonies.
Japan thus no longer needed the support and capaherican Jewry after
signing the Tri-Partite Pact. Yasue and Inuzukalcy of treating the Jewish
refugees as pieces in a hostage negotiation bewsaringless, and the Jewish

refugees lost all political value to Japan. Nowgymnconvenient foreigners,

10350 quoted in Kranzledapanese, Nazis, and Jew89-490. The Japanese defined a “stateless ®fuge
as one who “arrived in Shanghai since 1937 frorm@y (including former Austria, Czechoslovakia, and
Poland), Hungary, Latvia, Lithuania, and Estonta, and those who have no nationality at present.”
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Japan abandoned their policy, and forced the refuggo Hongkew where their
movements could be easily monitored and contaiffed.

As the Jews moved into the “Designated Area,” thegan their two year
struggle with poverty, disease, and loss of stdths.proclamation dealt a serious
blow to those members of the refugee communitpgwutside the borders of the
Designated Area, especially those unlucky enouddetliving virtually across the
street from its boundaries. In the space of threaths, they had to leave behind
homes and businesses and relocate to much snuattest, and less well-
equipped dwellingsWe moved out of our little apartment into the atif a
house where six or seven other families lived. @dreditions were deplorable.
The roof leaked into the attic; the house didnitdhany heat. We were
insufferably cold in the winter and unbearably imothe summer,” wrote Alfred
Kohn!% Chinese and Japanese residents of Hongkew prajfieedly from the
sudden demand for housirithe inflated rents generated by this surge in deiman
forced refugee families to live together in room$iouses holding one family per
room, much as they had during their first monthShanghai. Gertrude Kracauer
described Hongkew as a “primitive,” over-pricedyalid and crowded square
mile, “unrelieved by even a patch of greeéfMost cooking was done on the
dangerous and difficult hibachi stoves. Even tHasky enough to have working

ovens in communal kitchens had to contend withagselectricity restrictions

1% David G. Goodman and Masanori Miyazadews in the Japanese Mind: The History and Uses of
Cultural Stereotype(Oxford: Lexington Books, 2000; orig. 1995) 9, 28-76, 78-86, 89, 124-133;
Ristaino,Port of Last Resort158-184; Sakamotdapanese Diplomats and Jewish RefugBBsb6; Bei,
Shanghai Sanctuarg:9, 26-27, 30, 58-59, 74, 77, 91-92, 124-126.
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and feesDuring the especially harsh winter of 1943-1944cgical power was
cut, so all heating and cooking materials promgibappeared from the market
only to reappear on the black market at up to ameltred times their original
price. Bathrooms were shared by many familiesptfall residents in the house.
Most bathrooms consisted simply of a tiny room veithoney-pot or two. Few
people were lucky enough to have a flush toilegrean illegal onelhe
bathroom situation made life particularly unpleasssiyou had diarrhea all the
time, no matter what you did...Everybody had diarrie@o, three, four, five
times a night people had to run down on that stigigot downstairs, and that was
for the whole house. The stink was unbelievabld,ifthey didn’t come to pick
up for a day, you know, it was a disaster,” rech#dfred Kohn°” They bathed
in cold water sinks, if they were lucky enough &vé running water. As for hot
water, that was a luxury?®

Not all refugees were fortunate enough to find@m in a house, even an
uncomfortable one. Many, including Gérard Kohbieted Polish Jew Samuel
Iwry, had to live in one of theleime'® Kohbieter described tHdeimhe stayed
in as two huge halls filled with between 80 and p@0ple on double beds
standing side by side. During the summers, ressdefntheHeimeslept on the
roof to avoid bedbugs (“You can’t sleep with bedfugan, it's just impossible,”
explained Kohbieter). Residents put their suitcaseter their beds, and thieim

had an area where residents could store their betomgings. There was a huge

197 Alfred Kohn, “Alfred Kohn's Oral History,'Exodus to Shanghal 37.
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dayroom with a stage, a billiard table, a barbed, lang wooden tables with
benches. Residents of tHeimcame up with all manner of ways to make money.
People sold frankfurters, cigarettes right outhef package, pastries, “and then of
course,” in Kohbieter’'s own words, “there was anriese cat that was selling
coffee.” Tempers sometimes ran high, especiallynvnéheft occurred, or when
food supplies were low:° Samuel Iwry had a more negative memory of the
Heimeduring the Hongkew period. They “were just big dings crammed with
shelves for beds, and no privacy. Not even a pégg anything on...Most...in
theHeime,had once been well-educated, professional peopicthee existence

we had been forced into by the Japanese was diffiove felt that we were
degenerating®! In addition to the living conditions, those refegeliving in the
Heimehad to contend with condescension from those lioatgide such

facilities. “Most of my friends did not live in theeime” wrote Ruth Sumner,

“we did not associate much with them...l came froneJtupper-middle class,

and | got to Shanghai, and we still went aroundhwhe same kind of people.
That's why | guess we did not associate with ttus ki theHeime”***This

attitude towards theleimeand their residents extended to all those in néed o
help. “To admit that we were starving, to admitmezded help, these were not
options,” wrote llie Wacs. “...Being seen at the Kga Fund carried a
stigma...being seen carrying a soup-kitchen paibofifwas not an option. We

had our pride. We needed to keep it intact. It thasonly thing keeping us alive.

10 Gérard Kohbieter, “Gérard Kohbieter's Oral Histgrigxodus to Shanghal42-144.
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Stubborn pride kept us going:®Lotte Schwarz recalled that she would have
rather starved than accept food from the Red Cr8&he refugees outside the
Heimeclung to their middle class status even as theyasiothe material and
behavioral trappings of that class.

Whether in théHdeimeor in one room of a multi-family house, the new,
cramped living conditions exposed families anddreih to stresses and situations
they had not experienced since their first monmthShanghai. The quality of the
homes and the number of people living in each hassared that the refugees
had little to no privacy. “Any time someone hadght in the house, every word
could be heard through the walls and open wind@wsipers were often short,
people flared up at the slightest provocation...Lgvin cramped, unsanitary
surroundings...took its toll on peoples’ health aedves,” wrote llse
Grebenschikoff!® lllo Heppner wrote that “The lack of privacy, thhysical
closeness, the worries about where the next meagarwould come from, and
the terrible heat caused constant tensions. Qsamesle usual in almost every
family. One could always hear people screaminquatanother*° Ernest
Culman recalls that after the move to Hongkew, ypéaice he lived was
successively smaller and smaller. Yet his mothatinaed to do what Jewish
publications had urged her to do years before imfaay, as she arranged and

decorated each space to make it seem invitihg.
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One of the more unpleasant experiences for thoblngkew was the fact
that many had nightly diarrhea and had to share@en bucket with many
families. Parasitic ailments were so common thaicsl refugee greetings
included inquiries as to how many times an acqaacg had used the bathroom
that day. Yet, there were worse challenges fadiegefugees in Hongkew. The
harsh climate, the contaminated water supply, badlirty, crowded living
conditions were not conducive to a healthy existetit was impossible to stay
clean and live up to German standards of hygiemmte Ernest Eick® Poor
nutrition and intestinal worms weakened the refsggemune systems, making
them susceptible to all manner of disease, of wHidentery, typhus, typhoid,
beri beri, malaria, tuberculosis, and cholera veen®ng the most common.
Refugee hospitals were of little help since thegtamed few Western medicines
and medical supplies. Moreover, because Shanglsasweolated during the
war, doctors could not get supplies from outsidgedity. What was available in
Shanghai was prohibitively expensive. Beyond disgasd sanitary concerns
were the issues of starvation and malnutrition. ikasnstruggled to feed their
children, often giving up their own health to erestheir children’s®

Some refugee women worked as prostitutes to femtidelves and their
families. “During the war, not a lot but a few womassociated with Japanese.
Not too many. Many times it was the need for breaatalled lise Greening.
“You know, it wasn't fun or anything. They neededsupport their families...It

was...surprising, because most of the women were inishdle-class Jewish

18 Ernest Eick, “Ernest Eick,3hanghai Rememberegb-37.
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families where you didn’t expect it.One of Herbert Greenings patients admitted
to him that she was a prostitute exclusively toXapanese. She hated it, she told
him, but the money was good and she need€8Vivienne Kaplan’s mother met
and befriended a woman named Herta on the shipaadghai. They lost touch
after arriving, but one day at the market in Horgkehe ran into Herta. Herta,
who was now working as a prostitute, pretendedmotcognize her, and quickly
left. “Herta is not the only Jewish woman in Hongkeho has descended into
prostitution. Poverty, hunger, and fear have fonteshy to make a living this
way. Her obvious shame at the position in whichlslefound herself saddens
me...she has had to rely only on herself, and whdtame her for that?*' The
shared experience of starvation and the difficaftfeeding one’s family made
these refugees extremely tolerant of a practicelvhviould have been
unacceptable back home. Not all, however, wereganteof this practice. llse
Grebenschikoff's house had one good bathroom, artidoor lived two sisters
from Germany, known to Grebenschikoff's parentelyohs “Those Women.”
The sisters entertained Japanese officers inthem while their husbands were
at work. They never seemed to lack food, moneyg|athes. Grebenschikoff's
mother forbade her daughters from using that bathrand talking to the
sisters‘??Sigmund Tobias encountered a woman in this lineark while

visiting friends of his parents. In the middle bétvisit, their daughter excused
herself to “take care of something” with a Japamaaa. Her son, refusing to

make eye contact with Tobias, explained that tipadase man was his mother’s
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“friend...She has many friends.” His parents lateb&ale him from having any
further contact with that boy>

Making enough money for food and shelter waswgsgte. As before,
families stretched the boundaries of their creptito make a living. Their ability
to do so, however, was constrained by the difficaftleaving the Designated
Area. Japanese sentries guarded the entrancesigtbehe area, and refugees
needed a properly stamped pass to enter and exihalrge of pass distribution
were thelapanese officials Ghoya and Okura, the only aitib®mwith whom the
refugees had direct contact between 1943 and E48st Heppner wrote that “it
was pure torture to wait in line in the broilingnsior hours or sometimes the
whole day just to apply for a pas$*Ghoya, who commonly referred to himself
as “King of the JewsHolds a near legendary status in the recollectdiise
refugees because he had so much power over tesrdnd finance&hoya was
an unpredictable man. He was very insecure absuidight, and behaved
aggressively towards adult refugees, particulafygee men, who tended to
exceed him in height. llie Wacs remembered that tdunowhere he would jump
onto a table and slap a man in the face. Espedfdahat man was tall...He hated
tall men.?*Ghoya’s peculiar behavior extended beyond his actésns with the
refugees in the pass line. Friedrichs wrote:

Ghoya could do everything and do it better tharoaeyelse. He played

the piano as amateurishly as possible, but het@usigoon playing pieces

that were far beyond his capabilities. Thus, onelgahappened to come
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upon the sonatas for violin and piano by Franz 8eltuHe summoned

the famous violin virtuoso Professor Alfred Wittend to play with him,

but naturally the duet soon fell apart. Ghoya caadrily: ‘Professor, you

have to play as | lead, or | shall kill yotf®
Ghoya attended refugee soccer matches, and be®game he made the players
parade in front of him, as though he were a Kitgyoften slapped refugees whose
behavior annoyed him on any given day, and oncelsataUrsula Bacon’s father
over the head with a wooden ruféf Though Ghoya behaved aggressively
towards adults, he issued children passes with ptbblem, and was generally
kind to themGhoya was aggressive, but his colleague Okura wes. EHe
would give you a pass depending on what mood hanasrote Samuel Iwry.
“He could be very mean, and if he caught anyonebdiging even the smallest
rule, he would punish them harshly. The worst viras$ he would simply send you
off to the Ward Road jail, which was a death secgdrecause you would die of
typhus.*?® Jewish encounter with these two officials oftenvetraumatic,
particularly to male survivors of the Nazi concation camps$?®

Employment opportunities within the Designatedaweere limited, and
movement outside the Designated Area was so restribat the majority could
not work or find positions outside of Hongkew. Mamgmen and children,
however, could find work during this period, whiteen continued to struggle

with their ability to support their families andeih ability to maintain their
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professional identitieEvelyn Rubin once encountered a filthy man withtexht
blonde hair wearing rags and covered in sores.ddedeen a renowned judge in
Germany-** Some men even gave up trying to support theirlfasi‘l worked

as a kindergarten teacher for the Children’s Welfaection of the Kitchen-Fund,
a committee of refugees that aided the Jewish camitynd don’t think any of the
children were orphans, although some had lost thethers and their fathers
couldn’t take care of them,” recalled Margit ZippSarne:** Some earned money
as landlords, while others continued to resellrthelongings until they had
nothing left A number of refugees opened restaurants and ¢afes.wouldn’t
believe in how short a time [Hongkew] turned intthaving little self-contained
community. Because the majority of people did hgwis and enterprise and did
something about it, remodeled the houses and ogdetiedhops and restaurants
and bars,” wrote Lisbeth LoewenbérgMeanwhile, more and more children
were going to work at an early age. For Gary Sdyais work as a carpenter
began at the age of thirte&li Susette Tauber, who went to work in her mid-
teens, wrote that “I handled bookkeeping and payFol a very young person, |
had quite a lot of responsibility. But that's winappens. In dire times, one grows
up fast.***Charles L. Klotzer wrote that “Most younger persdit® me, had to
mature early. Having command of the English languaagd being the only wage

earner in the family...made it natural for me to beharge of family affairs. It
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was never talked about, it just happenEdAs the young people of Hongkew
were forced into early maturity, they created aasafe life for themselve's®

The young refugees of Hongkew created a commdmitthemselves as
they adapted beyond the abilities of their parévsanwhile, parents of young
children continued to do their best to provide tlbildren with the most normal,
middle class childhoods possible, despite the pgwerd disease. Ingrid Gallin
recalled, “I had strong, focused parents. My mo#ierys said: ‘Here we are in
this hellhole, but we are alive and so we must digeently.” My parents
established a disciplined life for themselves am with lots of rules about
cleanliness, what could and could not be eatent edwdd be thought and what
could be spoken and discussédl. The young refugees went to school, and joined
scout groups, and played soccer, and strove fér dwgdemic achievement.
However, parents could not protect their childmemt the hardships of Hongkew
life. “I remember witnessing a Chinese woman giviirgh in the gutter, and a
Japanese soldier bayoneted her and the newbont,infaote Gallin. “I went
home and hysterically told of this horrible everttieh | recall to this day,
particularly when similar violence is shown on té$#on or in the movies™As
for teenagers, Fred Marcus recorded an averagengveut for a young person:
“Radio. Dance. Games. Horror stories in the datkirigy horror stories lay next

to Uschi on the couch, but very decent. Tip toptyPends at 3:00 in the morning.
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4:00 in bed.***They formed close friendships, reddnced to records, played the
piano,went to the movie theater in Hongkdvad partiesand, of course, looked
for romance. Eric Reisman wrote that “At that tirgeu didn’t fool around with
girls. You married the girl, then you could fooband.™°Ruth Sumner spoke
more expansively about the sexual politics of #fagee teenagers,
demonstrating that middle class values remained as¢he money and lifestyle
behind that class was no more:
In our group, none of the girls were sexually aetivthat was just
something you didn’t do... Why didn’t we do it? Besawe were raised
with a standard of morality, a girl just does notall the way unless she is
completely committed...The good girls played aroutittla bit. They
kissed and touched a little bit, but that was mdan, we had no
opportunities, there was no parked cars or nothitigg only time you
were alone with a boy [was] when he walked you hasne you stood in
the hallway of your house, or at the door framat'#hthe only privacy we
had. Because it was always groups, and that’s d goaiection. Boys
would try to persuade girls, but girls wouldn't ge¥olved, they’'d say
‘No.” And that’s the way it was. Boys had respeamtdis. In my days it
was the bad girls went all the way. There was adnaafew, but they were
well marked...You didn’t associate with kids that eerThere were some
girls, I know the names, but I'm not going to sy father and my aunt

didn’t talk to me about that. We talked about gually young people that
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are not sexually active do nothing but talk. Wheewytre doing it, they

don’t need to talk about it anymore. So we talkdéot 4"

As teenagers went to work and formed close friipds their parents
struggled. lllo Heppner had to step into the rdla@memaker overnight after her
mother died of dysentey? “My parents suffered terribly,” wrote Alfred Kohn.

“I had it a little better. | was active in sporésyd some of the sports people helped
me a little bit. | got a job to work in a kitcheamd | at least had food. | was the
main provide by working and bringing home foodwés wonderful. ***Horst
Abraham wrote that his “personal resourcefulnesiscammitment to survival
was paramount. Because of my age, | was bettert@lslepe than my parents. It
was at that point, in the ghetto, that | felt likeecame the family leader, urging
them daily, ‘Don’t give up!"***Ruth Sumner took a more negative view of this
process. “I did not have a family. There was narigwvelationship. My friends
were my family. | lived at home, and | obeyed thkes of the home, but | made
my own living. | was very independent as a teendg&pod on my own two feet
from the times | was 14**Where women stepped into the head of the family
role during the first period of life in Shanghdietr children now began to take on
those same duties.

Those who grew up in Shanghai describe dancinggiand stepping
into the role of head of household, but they aés@al the stress, the depression

they observed in their parents. Meanwhile, those ware already adults during
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the Hongkew period emphasized the community’s calltachievements in their
recollections. They went to the theater and theapad to concerts, much as
they had before. They recreated Central Europelrallife in Hongkew to

such an extent that people outside of Hongkew—daholy Germans, Russians,
and the French—frequented this “Little Vienna” food and culture. Doris Grey
recalled that “We always had a big social life... W&l wvonderful friends, and
circumstances kept us ever closer together. Witthaltroubles and all the
worries...we had everything. Not to eat and not &sdy but we kept up our
spirits, you know, like the Jewish humor, but itsneery, very hard, it really was,

| tell you.”® Alfred S. Weissenberg recalled the experiencesdfdpconfined to
the same area, and the experience of sharing étne sardships and joys,” led to
strong friendship$?’ Yet, “Life was very hard, particular for the oldgpeneration,
for my parents and other parents,” wrote Alfred Koim his late teens by the
Hongkew period? “One memory never left me: | was sitting with myptimer in
the camp’s canteen, a sort of social gathering, sgath also housed a snack and
coffee bar, and | watched my mother’s eyes follgnancup of coffee bought by
someone. She didn’t have the money to buy oneréddily a tragic moment,
nevertheless an image that cut deep,” wrote ChKitetger*°Men, such as Illo
Heppner’s father, could no longer take the stréssomgkew and became overly

critical, demanding, and angry towards the womeadhng their families and
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keeping their homes? Some of the adults were too frightened of the dapa
officials to leave the Designated Area in the entwo years of their forced
sojourn. “The thing was, we didn’t think at all angre,” recalled Lotte Schwarz.
“We just didn’t know what was going on. You knovgwwere kind of numb in
Shanghai. You lived from one day to another, andlyape you have something
to eat for your family the next day. And that waeuat it...we were all together
and all in the same boat, so you really didn’t khirery much.***

The monotony came to a dramatic end in July, 1845hen, the refugees
were exhausted, sick, and out of money, and theptéd that they could carry on
much longer. Beginning in 1944, the American foraggeted Shanghai in their
attempt to blockade China through the destructrahreeutralization of Japanese
military installments. The sight of the American f@irce in the skies over the city
raised the refugees’ spirits and gave them hogelieavar would soon be over.
The refugees prayed that none of the bombs woulthdérn even as they cheered
the Americans—their imagined friends, allies, aestuers—from the rooftops of
Hongkew. Signmund Tobias wrote:

We had little fear during the air raids becauseagsgmed that that the

Americans, knowing that Jewish refugees were thveoel/d not bomb the

ghetto...When the air raid sirens sounded...clustersfafjees gathered

in various viewing spots secretly cheering the Aoz planes on after

picking them out with field glassé¥’
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Some, such as Evelyn Rubin, feared the Americamsitis*>® Her fears were
realized on July 17, 1945: the American Air Foiioean attack on the Hongkew-
based radio station which directed Japanese slgppies, bombed the
Designated Area. “The earth shook, the world exgtbaround us,” wrote Ursula
Bacon. Her friend Eva wondered aloud: “If this isatrour friends do to us, what
in the hell can we expect from our enemiéd?Eva was not the only refugee to
note the irony of escaping Hitler only to be bombgdhe Americanshe

“bombs fell like rain,” wrote llie Wacs. “Until ttanoment, despite all our
hardships, | had considered myself a spectatdreoiar, staring out my window,
drawing the life below. As the ground shook and tvatreamed for me to ‘Run’’
It occurred to me | might not be around to see wiagipened next. The war was
once again at my front doot>Some refugees, however, such as Otto Schnepp,
felt intense relief at the American bombing. “Thentendous feeling of isolation
in the world is a very deep thing,” he wrote. “aAllound you sort of an alien
culture...And then being dominated that way, so pteger All of a sudden there
was this connection to the outside world®Although they represented relief to
some of the isolated refugees, the American borilesl khirty-five Jewish
refugees, thousands of Chinese civilians, and wedimado hundred and fifty
personsArms, legs, and body parts lay strewn on the streeHongkew.
Deborah Strobin wrote:

The bombing stopped. I'd been given lessons thraghRed Cross. | put
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on my white cap with the identifiable Red Crosgchied on it. | grabbed

my bag, full of bandages, and ran out into theessrevith my brother. The

whole neighborhood had rushed to help...| was tensyeld, but | had to
be of use. | had no choice about it. | had to gopwast in case | didn’t
grow up altogethel>’

The first five years in Shanghai saw Jewish reéugemen taking charge
of the household while men struggled with lossdefntity and feelings of failure.
In the Hongkew period, the traditional family sture broke down further as
many adults retreated into fear, depression, hepeéss, and monotony, leaving
their adaptable children to support the family amake their own paths. Families
continued to eat German and Austrian food, cons@erenan and Austrian
culture, and hold German and Austrian middle ctagses even as the roles and
behaviors which distinguished them as middle c@esstral Europeans broke
down around them. Where the great divide once exisetween Germans and
Austrians, it now stood between the generationga“&nd | spent a lot of time
together, trying to act our age, but somehow oge*fad been lost along the
way,” wrote Ursula Bacon. “We didn’t know how toHave like carefree
teenagers. The demands life made on us robbedthesd young and carefree
years, and we acted just like all the adults arausygd-worried, fearful, and
concerned with daily events and a veiled, unceftaure.” Japan officially
surrendered one and a half months after the bonddikpngkew, on September

2, 194518
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Chapter 4: 1945-1950The Americans

In this final period of life in Shanghai, the ldistkks between the refugees
and the countries of their birth were severed,ifepoenly language and
memories. Young people no longer followed the baral/patterns expected of
the Central European Jewish middle class. Thi®oddregins with the American
and Chinese Nationalist occupation of Shanghaithaiter the Japanese
surrender. The refugees briefly thrived under Agaariand Chinese Nationalist
control as they regained their freedom of movememd, worked for the
American military. However, post-war inflation a@thinese Nationalist anti-
foreign sentiments, combined with the general reéugentiment that Shanghai
was never supposed to be a permanent home, pushddwish refugees back
into the emigration cycle. Many began the proceskO46, and left Shanghai in
1947. As the renewed Chinese Civil War raged inCGhmese interior, news of
Communist territorial gains began to reach Shanighd947, frightening the
refugees, and adding to the pressure to leave.rAicgpa 1946 poll, 40% of the
refugees aspired to settle permanently in the driftates, 21% in Palestine, and
13% in Australia or a Latin American country. Tleemaining 26% wanted to
return to Austria or Germany. Canada accepted eéR@ees, Australia accepted
approximately 1000, and 2,676 emigrated to Istdel.

The Japanese remained in control of Shanghai Aaglst 22, 1945.
They signed the formal surrender on September4%,1&€nd the Allied and

Chinese Nationalist forces liberated Hongkew oneldger. The ‘Stateless
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Refugees’ were “jubilant,” Kracauer not&Crowds of Jewish refugees and
Chinese civilians spilled into the streets of Hoagkin celebration. “One night,
all of a sudden, it was like a rumor spread. Theig/aver. In the same moment,
the reaction was, in the whole city, in the whdleet where we lived, in the
whole Ward Road, everybody turned on the lightstao#é down the blackout
and opened the windows. The lights went on,” remamedb Lisbeth
Loewenberd®! It was like “Sleeping Beauty awakened from her sfegecalled
Dr. Friedrichs-®? Improvised celebrations took place across Hongkeusic and
song rang out into the night. The boundaries ofibsignated Area
“disappeared” as the refugees ran rejoicing thrabglstreets, tearing down the
signs which marked the borders of the Designateh Ar the early hours of the
morning, celebrating their freedom and the surreatt;ngside the jubilant
Chinese. Strangers embraced in the streets, arlhfamese were nowhere to be
seen. It was the first time Ruth Sumner stayedllugight.*®® And as the
American army marched into the city, it was, acaogydoUrsula Bacon, akin to
“the last part of a great drama with a happy endiSbe and Ernest Heppner
remember the joy of seeing the Americans hoist fteg over the Bund as the
watching crowd burst spontaneously into “God Blésserica.” Heppner wrote
that this was “without a doubt the greatest monoémay life.”*** And suddenly
the city was full of American soldiers and saildgertrude Kracauer wrote:

The young men, relieved from the horrors of wandagrateful to be
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alive enjoyed all the divertissements and advesttire city had to offer.
They had money to spend and did so freely. Theppgavere everywhere,
they made friends with the English speaking sclebdtren, took them
from school to their homes, helped some poor refsged were adored
by the whole population...the Americans looked likengs, tall, good
looking, and well nourishetf?
The Americans wasted no time celebrating the ertdeofvar and spending their
post-war salaries. “Sounds of reveling fill thenoar alleyways and broad
boulevards of Shanghai...The American soldiers aeieous bunch, carousing
from bar to bar,” wrote Vivian Kaplatf’ The soldiers were so known for their
rowdiness that eleven year Deborah Strobin’s parembade her from going near
the ships®’“The soldiers went wild in the city,” recalled EsteCulman. “I was
walking along the street and some sailor come® upe, ‘Hey buddy, you got a
sister?"1%8
Not all was cause for celebration, however. Therhion of Shanghai and
the Japanese surrender freed the refugees and puatdo the four years of
isolation. Most of the refugees had not heard fthenr families since the
Japanese takeover of Shanghai in 1941. “After Geymavaded Poland...letters

from my family would come less and less frequenflye last communication |

received was a Red Cross letter from my sistegddbliovember 8, 1942,” wrote
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Ernest Heppner®® With communication channels now re-opened, refugee
families began to search for family left behindsuarope. It was not long before
they learned the truth. From the radio, from ciner@asreelsand from Red
Cross officials, they learned of the fate of Eutapdewry. “The gruesome details
that trickled in about Hitler's concentration canmypsre beyond comprehension,
beyond the capacity of words to express, and alinfgs went beyond mere
mourning...We sat lost in our thoughts, our own gtiefote Ursula Bacon’®
Newspapers published alphabetic lists of surviemery week, which the
refugees than took and posted throughout Hongkeeh veek the refugees
gathered to examine the lists, hoping that the satimey sought would appear.
Unfortunately, most did not. Sigmund Tobias’ fatheide of the family—with
the exception of one brother—was all murdered. fisther had always been a
talkative and friendly man; now he rarely spoke amd often in tears. It was
awful to see his grief.Shortly thereafter, Sigmund Tobias’ family receitbd
news that all of his mother’s family in Poland Haekn killed. Nearly every single
one of his relatives on both sides of his familprenthan forty people total,
perished in the Holocau5t:Horst Abraham’s beloved sister, Vera, never
appeared on the list& lise Grebenschikoff’s whole family was murderenine
could not even be tracé& “Then we got word about the Holocaust...A deep
sorrow swept through the streets, touching evéey.lEverything we’d been

through suddenly paled in comparison. The hungerdisease...the poverty,
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none of it mattered anymore. We were lucky. Nobgassed us. We had our
lives, but that was no cause for celebration,” wiitie Wacs:"* Their families
and friends, the blood and emotional ties whichrabilhem to Germany and
Austria, were no mor&?

With these blood and emotional connections seveéhediefugees looked
away from Europe, forming new cultural and emotidies. The American
military remained in Shanghai after the liberatiorassist the Chinese Nationalist
Government in overseeing the Japanese surrendaddition to partying, the
soldiers were quick to form friendships and relasioips with the refugees. “The
Americans whistled and called to us in very fred firendly fashion. Obviously
they had not seen girls for a long time,” wrote ISrebenschikoff. “They
complimented us on our looks and asked us for daSssthis is what the
Americans were like! Quite a difference from themes, parent-approved boys
we knew at home™® Indeed, Ruth Sumner wrote that “at that time sofrthe
girls were running around, they got engaged to Acaerservicemen, and you
know how that goes. He went back with big promisesl that was the end of it,
never heard from him sincé” Interactions between the officers and refugee
women led to a large number of weddings. “It wasansimple procedure to get
married...the American authorities would research..ginés background
and...political affiliations...before allowing...a marga to take place. At the

same time...the girl’s family tried to make inquirieso the background of their
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daughter’s fiancée,” wrote Grebenschikoff. In onehscase, an Orthodox Jewish
bride’s parents disowned her and refused to attenadvedding to a gentile man.
Grebenschikoff herself married a White Russian magact which disturbed her
parents-"® Ruth Sumner met her American soldier husband efjoith as she
worked for the army.
| met him, and | fell in love...l woke up my dad imetmiddle of the night,
said, ‘I've got myself engaged and I'm going to gedrried. And | don’t
care what you say, that’s exactly what | am gommdd.’ He said ‘We’ll
talk about it tomorrow.’...l1 was eighteen and a lyalérs old. He’s
Christian; we had different backgrounds, natioreditdifferent religions.
I'd had no idea what background he HaY.
The actions of these young women were radical mparison to their parents’
generation. That generation was socialized to wtaled that parental judgment
was central to arranging marriages. Although tleaidf the love-match had
gained ground among Central European Jews in th@sl&nd 1930s, marriages
were still expected to be used to solidify classiding.The actions of these
women indicate a total removal from former cultwuatiitudes and expectatiofs.
These young women saw no need for parental apprandltheir parents had no
means to stop them. When Ursula Bacon announdeel tparents that she would
be marrying a fellow refugee, her father “suggessedt of casually, half-
jokingly: “You're so young. Wouldn't you like to vitaa little bit longer? Perhaps

meet a nice baron, a duke, a titled man...an argt®cfou know, they still make
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those.” The separation of young refugees fromrtblens which governed their
parents’ generation was nearly compféte.

The American Occupying Forces did more than sinnayp refugee
women. They were in desperate need of support stadifthe refugees
enthusiastically filled the positions. Especialkciing were the salaries paid in
American dollars, some as high as $80 per monthe ‘arrival of the American
forces opened up job opportunities for many refggédter working for years at
a US$3- per month job, | was hired as a warehows®ager at $80 per month,”
recalled Charles L. Klotzéf? Despite this boom of military jobs and the
economic boost bought on by the military’s freergpeg, the refugees’ financial
situation soon deteriorated (again) as the Sharegiftaiomy underwent rapid
inflation. Between August 1945 and July 1948 priceseased at an average of
33.7% monthly, and between August 1948 and Ap#dl9lat a rate of 300%
monthly. The value of the Chinegeanfell daily and by May 1949 one US
dollar—a technically illegal currency—was worth 40@0yuan It got to the
point, wrote Sigmund Tobias, that “a package ofgpdgills was needed to buy
anything of value **

These economic woes reflected the growing instgtwh General Chiang
Kai Shek’s government. With the Japanese goneCliieese Nationalists and the
Communists were able to focus on their conflictwaach other for the first time
since 1937. In 1946, they resumed their civil vedlbeit far from Shanghai. By

1947, the refugees were growing increasingly awéiMao Zedong'’s territorial
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gains in the Chinese interior. At the same time,Nlationalist government
ordered all foreigners. The refugees, wrote Gretigksff, were “uncomfortably
aware that our days in China were numberé&dAfter living under Hitler, and
living in Hongkew, nobody wanted to be trapped agaiShanghai. Gérard
Kohbieter recalled:
| wanted to get out of Shanghai in the worst wayriénd of mine was
with Chiang Kai Shek’s army. He spoke fluent Cheyemnd he wrote me
from the interior, ‘The Communists are winning thar.” He wrote me
that early in the game. The Communists, one ofitkethings they did
was to close all the nightclubs, because theyHaltit was counter-
productive, or that there is no need in a poor tguor that kind of
conspicuous consumption. And | figured, well, B dead, because that’s
all I knew then. I'd learned a lot, but nothingttlyau can turn into cash.
So | tried to get out®®
The refugees feared the Communists, “we didn’t kmdwat they would bring,”
recalled Herbert Greenintf’he Communists made it quite clear that they could
do without the foreigners...Then the economy wentmaamd people started to
leave in droves,” recalled lise Greenif{§The Communist People’s Liberation

Army arrived in Shanghai on May 25, 1949.
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They refugees began to ready themselves for skeewnd process of
emigration into a world of immigration policy notuch more yielding than it was
in 1938. Further, the refugees’ ability to obtaapprs was complicated by their
stateless status. According to a poll taken in 18866 of the refugees aspired to
settle permanently in the United States. Twentymereent desired to relocate to
Palestine, and 13% to Australia or a Latin Americaantry. The remaining
twenty-six percent wanted to return to Austria @ri@any, perhaps not fully
comprehending the realities of the war and the ebulst. Peter Eisfelder wrote
that those who chose to return to Germany “werainaiderly people who
longed to be back in a place where they could sgigalocal languages and
would have no problems making themselves underst§8d@he younger
generation regarded their lives in Germany and auss a period of their lives
which was simply over. They could never return. Sdaho did return to
Germany found themselves alone, unwanted, and withbomellse
Grebenschikoff's parents had had to return to Gagnra order to determine their
immigration status. They “were not happy to findriselves...back in
Germany...There was nothing left to connect my pareiith the life they had
known years ago'®*® While Canada accepted 280 refugees (refusingeorteore
on the basis of domestic unemployment), Austral@epted about 700 refugees
in 1946 and then quickly restricted its quota ttydhree hundred Jewish
Displaced Persons [DPs] per year. A further 2,@f6gees emigrated to Israel;

many who considered this destination ultimatelyidisd against it as they feared
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walking from one war zone into another. The fat¢hefvast majority of the
Shanghai refugees was deeply intertwined with p@stAmerican immigration
policy. In December, 1945 Congress passed a sdrigsmigration directives
specifying that visas be distributed among persdradl faiths, creeds, and
nationalities by country of origin, and that twortis of the quotas for all nations
be allotted solely to German DPs for one year. fieant that German refugees
in Shanghai could emigrate to the United Statebawiit difficulty (and conversely
that non-German refugees had to wait until Deceribé6 for their chance to
emigrate). In 1948 Congress passed the Displacesthi®eAct. Section 12 of the
Act reserved fifty percent of the German and Aastiguotas for persons of
German ethnic origin born in Poland, Czechoslovakiangary or Romania and
currently residing in Germany or Austria for twaays. This put German and
Austrian refugees into competition with all ethilig&erman DPs in the above
countries hoping for entrance into the United Sta@ngress amended the Act in
1950 to guarantee the issue of 4,000 non-quotagmation visas to refugees
residing in China as of July 1, 1948, or who, aduw¥ 16, 1950, qualified for
admission to the United States and were still im&hor having left China, had
not permanently settled in another count?$.

“l applied for Australia on an outrageously ra@pplication form,”
recalled Gérard Kohbieter. “They even wanted tovkittoe color of your eyes and
the color of your hair and that kind of nonsendeea friend of the family found

out that | was in Shanghai and asked me, ‘Wouldlj®uto come to the States?’
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He was ready to give the affidavits, everything elesred. We came to the
States.*®* The majority of the refugees sailed from Shangh&an Francisco
between 1947 and 1949. Although they began theepsoearly, it took them at
least two years to receive their visas. Sigmundd®Wrote that when his family
became American citizens, “It made us feel a Igdéer to become citizens of a
powerful country like the United States after bestgteless for so many years,
when we felt that no nation cared whether we ligedied.™®

There were 2,668 Jewish refugees left in Shangh&ebruary, 1949. In
1956, there were 171 left, 109 in 1957, 56 in 1&8in 1965, and 15 in 1967. In
1982, a Hong Kong newspaper reported the deatiedbst Jewish refugee left in

Shanghat®?
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Conclusion: Noah’s Ark

Refugee life in Shanghai was neither a bleak extcgtenor was it an easy
life spent in the theater. Differences in age, @endnd nationality informed how
each refugee, from an Austrian girl born in 193@ female German 80 year old
arrival in Shanghai, experienced life as a refugeghanghai. The dominant
narrative presented by journalists, historians,randeum professionals paint a
uniformly bleak picture of refugee life in Shanghdiile in fact there was no
uniform Shanghai refugee experience. Children exlaon the trip to Shanghai
while adults struggled with anxiety. Women and merslof the German refugee
group adapted to the first period of life in Shaaighthile German men and the
Austrian refugee group struggled. Young people tethio life in the Designated
Area and stepped into the role of head of the famillile their parents
succumbed to hopelessness. By the time the wadetideyounger generation no
longer adhered to their Central European middlsscémcializations, and looked
beyond Central Europe for their futures.

When they refugees left Shanghai, they left bekinedorecariousness
little community they built for themselves over ithisvelve year tenure in the
city. Some of the more permanent changes they noeithe environment were the
construction of cemeteries. Between 1939 and 18d®twere 1,581 recorded
refugee deaths, including 36 suicides; when thegesds left Shanghai, they too
left behind the graves of loved on@S$Evelyn Pike Rubin’s father and

grandmother were buried in the Columbia Road Cemnetéhe most difficult
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farewell took place at the cemeteries. We wereitgaVati and Omi in their
graves in a strange land. We took photographseaf gnaves. We knew we
would probably never return, and no one would ev@t them. What was going
to become of the cemeteries once the Communisksaeer, we wondered:*
The Communists leveled the cemeteries, removin@élaelstones and building
cement factories and housing developments ovegrénges. Hongkew was built
over, and Jewish buildings altered and re-purpd¥ed.

The Jewish refugees, their dwellings, shops, antkteries had no place
in the Chinese Communist State. Benedict Andersaesvnimagined
Communitieghat “The fact of the matter is that nationalidnmks in terms of
historical destinies, while racism dreams of etecoataminations, transmitted
from the origins of time through an endless seqgeeridoathsome copulations:
outside of history*’The enforced forgetting of the Shanghai refugepeesents
an interesting iteration of this: it was Europeaperialism and racism in China
which led the Communist government to so bluntmaoge traces of the Jewish
refugees. The memory of the refugees, having neephathin this post-
imperialist Chinese Communist self-conception, veasoved from the Shanghai-
built environment. The erasure of their presencghanghai was such that, in
1976, David Kranzler lamented that “the future bB8ghai as a Jewish enclave is
rapidly approaching the same fate as that of tlseeahJewish community of

Kaifeng...the twentieth century settlement of Jewsiagnone billion Chinese
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will have been only an ephemeral phenomenon ibtaspora history of the
Jewish People!®®

Despite Kranzler's lament, official Chinese atiiég towards the Jewish
history in its borders has changed. In 1991, Chbifiaially recognized the state
of Israel.ln 2004, the Ohel Moshe synagogue—nbuilt by the Rns3ewish
community in 1927 and used by the refugees—wasdlias an architectural
treasure of Shanghai. In 2007, the People’s Govenhf the Hongkew District
budgeted for a full renovation of the synagoguadoordance with its original
architectural drawings. When the renovation wasmets, the government
installed in the space the brand new Shanghai Refpseum. The Museum’s
website contains the following material:
From 1933 to 1941, Shanghai became a modern-dagh™&\rk’ accepting
around 30,000 Jewish refugees fleeing the Hologaustrope. In the
‘Designated Area for Stateless Refugees’...about@DJewish refugees lived
harmoniously with local citizens, overcoming numesdlifficulties together. By
the time the Second World War ended in 1945, mbtteoJewish refugees had
survived. Dr. David Kranzler, a noted Holocaustdngn, called it the ‘Miracle
of Shanghai’ and commented that within the Jewgy&atest tragedy, i.e. the

Holocaust, there shone a few bright lights. Amdmgylirightest of these is the

Shanghai haven...the original features of the Jesasthement are still well
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preserved. They are the only typical historic tsageJewish refugee life inside
China during the Second World WA.

The museum has two exhibition halls, including acgpfor temporary
exhibits. It has a database of refugee names,la\@photos on display, a multi-
screen digital exhibition system, a short film abitne refugees, oil paintings,
sculptures, facsimiles of passports, and copieShanghai Jewish Chronicle.
The museum’s website also includes information abdwilarger Hongkew area
and walking tours. “As it was the place where Jawefugees lived in greatest
concentration during the Second World War,” it igdthis area became a
commercial center with an exotic atmosphere, knaw/flLittle Vienna’ in those
days. Mr. Michael Blumenthal, ex-Secretary of tlmeakury of the United States
and the present curator of the Jewish Museum ihrBence lived in a small
garret at 59 Zhoushan Road>The museum presents Huoshan Park as space of
relaxation for Jewish refugees, tHeimeas well stocked shelters, and Hongkew
as a lively little village. It touts its cooperatiavith Jewish and Holocaust refugee
museums around the world, as well as developmer&sio-Israeli relations.
Indeed, in 2008, the museum featured an exhibicdest to developments in the
Sino-Israeli relationship. Its website boasted thét Yitzhak Rabin, the former
Israeli Prime Minister, commented during his visitShanghai, ‘To the people of
Shanghai for unique humanitarian act of saving shods of Jews during the

Second World War, thanks in the name of the govemirof Israel.”%*
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It is abundantly clear that the curators and dmescof this museum are
intent upon portraying the Shanghai refugee expeei@s a positive one.
Shanghai was a Noah'’s Ark, not a city which, byi@eat of its history, had on
opening into which 20,000 Jews could squeeze. s &nd the Chinese lived in
harmony, not in separate communities which rarmetgracted. The Chinese
government has become the preserver of traceswiglléfe in Shanghai, not the
Mao-era destroyer. Hongkew was an exotic comméyalkcessful locale, not
an impoverished slum. Where the memory of this camty once rested in the
hands of a small number of memoirists, archivabsgpries, and historians such
as David Kranzler, the Chinese government is n&imgpa direct hand in the
construction of its memory. Indeed, in 2012 historirene Eber wrote that:

Chinese interest in Jews and Israel as well asws dvho once lived

among them is widespread today. Not only scholadyks, but also a

number of recent popular publications supportithtisrest. Several

universities have Jewish Studies Institutes anitingsprofessors teach
courses on Jewish topics. Translation work is fkiung and books on

Jewish topics and fiction by major Israeli noveliate being translated. A

new and very different chapter in Chinese-Jewitdtions has beguff?

As geopolitics move China and Israel together, safidthe refugee community
and its memory has a space in the Chinese stasendtlonger a forgotten aspect
of the imperialist chapter of Chinese history, &Bwiommunity which
demonstrates China’s enduring interest in and foarhe Jewish people. Thus,

the Shanghai Jewish Refugees Museum is not corccerntie the accurate
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portrayal of the positive and negative aspectheflewish refugee experience,
but about constructing Shanghai, and thus China,faend to and savior of the
Jewish people. Indeed, it even touts the wordsioh #A\merican and Israeli
luminaries as Yitzhak Rabin and one-time Shangtfagee Michael Blumenthal
in order to cement its new, imagined place in Jewistory.

Historian and Sino-Jewish theorist Vera Schwaratevthat “When
museum building began in earnest under the Comitntagsne, it was both to
tame and to reorder the paét®while theorist Michael Schudson wrote that when
“Where the creation of a sense of the past ismtite hands of professional
historians, it is all the more likely that they pasll be used as a resource for
legitimating rather than as an avenue toward titftfin the Shanghai Jewish
Refugees Museum, the ambivalent and complex pastasdered to legitimize
China not simply as a place where Jewish refugeestshe years before during
and after the Second World War, but as a spacdichwthe refugees were
actively saved. This museum, then, neither setvesnemory nor speaks to the
experiences of the refugees, but instead speaksdserves contemporary
Chinese political interests.

The ambivalent memory of refugee life emanatimgnfthe memoirs, the
distressing memory evoked within scholarly and paphistory books, the
narrative of refugee life constructed by the Chengsvernment convey living

memories which falil to truly address the complestof the Jewish refugee

23 y/era SchwarczBridge Across Broken Time: Chinese and Jewish @alltdemory(New Haven: Yale
University Press, 1998), 50, 115.

24 Michael Schudson, from “The Past in the Presersusethe Present in the Past, Tine Collective
Memory Readered. Jeffrey K. Olick, Vered Vinitzky-Seroussi,daDaniel Levy (Oxford: Oxford
University Press, 2011), 287.
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experience in Shanghai. In my present additioméostholarship surrounding this
community, | hope to have demonstrated that lifa dswish refugee in Shanghai
was far more complex, and the refugees’ recollestie far more varied and
complex than the existing scholarship, the memaing, the Shanghai Refugees

Museum convey.
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