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Abstract

This study aimed to identify the role of green marketing and marketing blend
on achieving the competitive advantage of food manufacturing companies operating
in the Gaza Strip as green marketing is one of the modern concepts. Business
companies have started to adopt this concept as a move to keep abreast with the
changes taking place in the market trends, especially with regard to the growing
environmental awareness among the various parties with which these companies deal
and to employ these new practices in the exploitation of opportunities to develop
competitive capabilities in a way that serves the general competitiveness and
establishes an opportunity for the Palestinian industry at the strategic level. The
study adopted the analytical-descriptive approach and relied on a questionnaire to
collect data as (134) questionnaires were distributed to the executives (general
manager, production manager, financial manager, marketing manager) in food
manufacturing companies operating in the Gaza Strip which are amounted to(67)
where the study was conducted.

The results of the testing of the hypotheses showed there was a statistically
significant effect of all the study variables by 82% because the food manufacturing
companies adopt the environmental-orientation as a social and ethical responsibility.
At this juncture, the study findings showed that food manufacturing companies do
their best to abolish and reduce their waste at the stages of green product
manufacturing and are trying as much as possible to incorporate new technology to
reduce pollution. The study also showed that food manufacturing companies depend
in determining their green prices on the cost of raw materials used in production. In
addition, the study findings pointed out that the food manufacturing companies use
environmentally safe means of transportation and that they use advertising and
promotional campaigns for their green products. The study also showed the low
economic level resulting from the blockade imposed on the Gaza Strip and also the
political situation, which has affected the implementation of green marketing
strategy. Moreover, the concept of green marketing is still a modern one in the
Palestinian environment.

The study recommended taking all green marketing elements into
consideration to achieve a competitive advantage, as well as establishing an ethical
charter for industrial practice and developing plans to shift from the traditional
industry to the green one. Industrial companies should rely on the scientific method
of waste disposal and the need for food manufacturing companies to prevail the
green marketing philosophy in all their directorates and departments to improve
competitiveness. It is also necessary for food manufacturing industries to pay
attention to the indicators and dimensions of the competitive advantage in order to
bring about an effective marketing activity to achieve the companies’ objectives.
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1- (Mungeria, 2014)

Green Marketing Practices by Supermarkets in Nairobi Central
Business District, Kenya.
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2- (Rather & Rajendran, 2014)

Consumer Awareness of Green Product and it Impact on Green
Buying Behavior.
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3- (Forster, 2013)

Sustainability : Best Practice in the Food Industry
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4- (Shad, 2013)
The Effect of Green Marketing Mix on Market Share.
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5- (Leonidou ,etal, 2013)
Greening the Marketing Mix : Do Firms do it, and does itPay off?
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6- (Rakhsha, 2011)

Evaluation of Effectiveness of Green Marketing Mix on Consumer
Satisfaction and Loyalty.
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7- (Chang, 2011)

The Influence of Corporate Environmental Ethics on Competitive
Advantage: The Mediation Role of Green Innovation.
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8- (Willing & Chavan, 2010)

Analyzing the Feasibility of Green Marketing in Small and Medium
Scale Manufacturers.
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9- (Shan, 2010)

The Drivers of Green Brand Equity : Green Brand Image, Green
Satisfaction, and Green Trust.
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10- ( Akdenizk & Tokolk, 2010)

Benefits of Companies in Textile Sector Arising from Green
Marketing.
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11- ( Catoiu et al,2010)

Setting Fair Prices Fundamental Principle of Sustainable
Marketing.
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12- ( Polonsky, Bhasharan, Cary, 2006)
Environmentally Sustainable Food Production and Marketing.
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13- ( Ottman, 2003)
Ecological Innovation and Green Marketing.
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