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Abstract

This study aimed at revealing the role of international relations of major
municipalities in the provinces of Gaza in fundraising for municipal projects,
and to discuss ways of activating this role in order to be able to carry out its
projects.

To achieve study results, the study used the descriptive approach using a
questionnaire consisting of (66) items distributed to the study population
which included (40) individuals involving all staff practising international
relations in major municipalities of the provinces of Gaza. A focus group was
also organized with participation of (8) experts and professionals in the field
of international relations to discuss ways of activating the role of international
relations in the major municipalities in the provinces of Gaza in fundraising
for municipal projects.

The study found that there is a statistically significant relationship between
participation and partnership and the success of fundraising for municipal
projects. Moreover, the study showed a statistically significant relationship
between communication and the success of fundraising for municipal projects.
Additionally, the study found a statistically significant relationship between
staff empowerment and the success in fundraising for municipal projects. The
study also showed a statistically significant relationship between both
continuous training, innovation and continuous improvement on one hand and
the success in fundraising for municipal projects on the other. The study also
showed that there are no statistically significant differences in the averages of
study sample members estimates on the role of international relations of major
municipalities in the provinces of Gaza in the success of fundraising for
municipal due to some personal and organizational variables (municipality,
educational qualification, years of service, post).

In light of these findings, the study recommended the administrations of
major municipalities of the provinces of Gaza to promote the culture of
participation and partnership among all parties and to look after its staff by
following principles of continuous training, employee empowerment, and
innovation encouragement. The study also recommended municipalities to
build up a sustainable relations network with all donating parties by taking
advantage of others’ past experiences. Moreover, the study recommended
Ministry of Local Government to adopt a policy of openness towards the
outside world and to urge municipalities to pay more attention to international
relations.
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