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Abstract

This study aimed at identifying the role of NGOs in reducing poverty rates during
the Israeli siege on Gaza, that was imposed since six years. To achieve this
objective the researcher designed a questionnaire with purpose of collecting the
necessary data. Analytical descriptive methodology is the framework of the study.
Questionnaire is used as a main tool for data collection. The study population
consists of higher management “the chairman and the board of directors, executive
managers and the project managers” of the (392) NGOs in Gaza. The questionnaire
was filled out by a stratified random sample of (213) individuals, working in (63)
NGOs, chosen pursuant to specific criteria, the most important of which is that the
NGOs should have a strategic plan to fight poverty in addition to regular programs to

reduce poverty rates and to observe the representation of all areas of the Gaza Strip.

The study demonstrated that there is a statistical significant relationship between
poverty reduction rates in the Gaza Strip and the independent variables (competent
management, the variety of programs and projects executed, the financial capacity,
NGOs’ partnership with government and the external relations of the NGOs). Most
NGOs, the study shows, play role in poverty fighting by introducing different services
to the poor and orphans. Technology is a main means that is of great help to NGOs
specially in beneficiaries data update so as to secure a just distribution of support
throughout different areas of the Gaza Strip. Development projects run by NGOs aim
at achieving profit, the study concluded; however NGOs financial resources are

insufficient, which undermine NGOs ability of poverty reduction programs.

Study recommended the need of having the NGOs linked together by a central
electronic data base system that documents all the details of the targeted people;
adopting developmental strategies that contribute to providing real job opportunities
and build self —sufficient individuals and that involves sustainable development which
helps reduce poverty; maintaining programs of social protection of the poor; looking
for a wider variety of financial sources; stressing the importance of partnership

between Gaza NGOs and the governmental sector.
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