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Abstract

This study aims to examine factors that may influence on employing the graduates of
business and commerce collages in the Palestinian territories. These factors include
economic factors, academic and training factors, and political factors. Therefore, the
research applies the descriptive analytical methodology to examine these factors and to
suggest recommendations. The study population includes graduates from business and
commerce colleges in the local universities in Gaza Strip. A questionnaire was
developed and distributed randomly to 180 members of the study community.

Our result shows that the political factor is the most important factors that influence on
hiring the graduates of business and commerce collages. In particular the siege on Gaza
strip, the division between Gaza Strip and West bank, unrest of political situation are
considered as the main factors influence on hiring graduates. The study also finds that
the economic condition play a significant role in hiring graduate. More importantly, the
results reveal that the labor market fails to hire more graduates. In addition, the output
of the education system is not matched with the need of labor market. Furthermore, the
local companies have no capacity to employ more people. The findings also reveal that
the academic and training is considered as an important factor in hiring graduates. In
particular, respondents attribute the shortage in academic filed to the GPA, the rank of
university, the number of graduates, and the relationship between universities and local
community. In addition, respondents attribute the shortage in training filed to the
shortage of skills such as language skills, managerial skills, computer skills,

communication skills, and training skills.

Based on the previous results, the study recommends to develop educational policy that
matches the needs of the labor market and the output of commerce collages. There
should be coordination between the needs of current and future market labor. The
official institution should have an accurate database that explains the needs of all
sectors. Therefore, the output of the education system is aligned with the actual needs
of the workforce and labor market. Also there should more attention to small business
projects and self-employment projects. The study also recommends on updating the
study curriculum, to go with the scientific and modern developments, to ensure the

more qualified graduates in both scientific and practical levels.
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1. Migdad, Mohammed, 2011: Unemployment among the Graduates of the
Education System in Palestine:
The Palestinian higher education shows an increase in the number of tertiary education
institutions in the West Bank and Gaza Strip (WBGS). The political and economical
environment in Palestine is not stable which makes it hard to have real and stable
labor markets projection. The research represents a major and important step towards
encouraging the Palestinian Tertiary Educational Institutions (PTEIs) in tracking their
graduates and therefore has a broader and much clearer image about the labor market

needs by reviewing the relevant literature and examining the initiatives and efforts of

(PTEIs) and private sector in the (WBGS).
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To design and test two sets of questionnaires, one of which was designed for
graduates while the other was for employers. The first set classifies graduates as
employed in their field of specialization, employed in fields other than their field of
specialization, and the third as non—-employed. The other set deals mainly with
employers. The questionnaires were designed, judged by experts in the West Bank
and Gaza Strip and tested on a represented sample of graduates. After the approval
and final modifications, more than 1000 copies were prepared to be distributed to the
targeted samples.

The research demonstrates several experiences from different countries from Europe,
U.S.A., African, and Arab countries. Collected data showed that there is no formal
graduates’ tracking system at higher education institutions in the WBGS. In fact,
activities linked to tracking graduates are modest and in their infant stages; moreover,

these experiences are limited to few universities and colleges.

2. K. Pauw, M. Oosthuizen and C. Van Der Westhuizen2(008, GRADUATE
UNEMPLOYMENT IN THE FACE OF SKILLS SHORTAGES: A LABOUR MARKET
PARADOX

Analysts agree that South Africa's unemployment is structural in the sense that the
unemployed generally possess lower skills than what is required by the economy. In
the context of increasing demand for skilled workers due to technological changes and
the need to become globally more competitive, graduates would be expected to find
employment without difficulty. However, against expectations unemployment has been
increasing among young people with tertiary qualifications since 1995. This paper

investigates the nature of this phenomenon. Evidence suggests that learners are
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inadequately prepared for both tertiary studies and entry into the labour market. Lack
of, or inadequate career guidance means that they do not choose fields of study and
types of qualifications with good employment prospects. In addition, lack of soft skills
and workplace experience mean that employers are reluctant to employ graduates,

preferring more experienced people instead.

3. Obi Emmanuel Chinasa, 2012: Business Education and the Entrepreneurship

Education Agenda: A Synergy for Unemployment Reduction in Nigeria

Unemployment or the search for paid employment in Nigeria has become endemic.
This is support by the claims that Nigerian education system is bookish and academic
oriented and lacked vocational and entrepreneurial values. Hence, the need to refocus
education towards programmes that will inculcate knowledge and skills that prepare
citizens for employment and self-reliance, economic diversification and sustainable
development. The paper examines the business education programme and the
entrepreneurship Education Agenda as a Synergy for the reduction of unemployment
in Nigeria. The paper concludes that unemployment in Nigeria requires a combination
therapy as the synergy will bring about a new pedagogy in which students are prepared
with knowledge and practical skills but more especially creativity, spirit of initiative,
responsibility, capacity for confronting risk and the boldness to start small scale
business on graduation. This will reduce unemployment or the thinking for paid

employment.
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4. OLOWE, OLUSEGUN, 2009: Graduate Unemployment and its Resultant

Effects on Developing Economies.

The main crux of this study is to assess the impact of graduate unemployment on the
economy of developing countries as well as to identify the way forward for the
betterment of the inhabitants and improved living standard by examining various
avenues to solving the problem of graduate unemployment.

This study is empirical in nature and the secondary data utilized were analyzed using
the t-test and analysis of variance (anova) statistical tools to determine the significant
difference between the means of the variables under consideration as depicted in the
statement of hypotheses.

The findings revealed graduate unemployment is of a great importance in the economy
of any nation and the effect of gender and discipline or course of study on graduate

unemployment saga in developing economies.
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1 Arthur Melvin "Art" Okun (November 28, 1928 — March 23, 1980) was an American economist. He served as the
chairman of the Council of Economic Advisers between 1968 and 1969. Before serving on the C.E.A., he was a
professor at Yale University, and afterwards was a fellow at the Brookings Institution in Washington, D.C.
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