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Abstract
Security and safety are fundamental human needs to fulfil individual, social

and creative needs. Therefore, countries and governments seek to achieve
these two needs for their communities, as they utilize financial and moral
capacities through setting precautionary measures to prevent the occurrence of
risks and threats that face the society. Office buildings play significant role in
many vital sectors, and they serve the society too. Thus, they require special
attention in terms of design and requirements of safety and security.

Office buildings, their working staff, and their visitors are exposed to different
types of threats and risks whether human or natural. Such risks and threats are
faced by risk assessment and management, which determine the response
methods, and how to take necessary precautionary procedures to reduce the
danger or its consequences. The relationship between this issue and
architectural design is that designing security zones for office building,
including its surrounding and its inside falls within physical security
procedures of the building, and it is considered one of the precautionary
actions. These actions aim at preventing risks and threats through security
zones, which consist of security procedures and elements.

Previous studies discussed social and productive sides of the office buildings,
in addition to tackling urban security and safety in Gaza Strip. They concluded
that residential buildings lack security. This study is a complementary one to
increase knowledge about security and safety of office buildings, as they are
essential too and were not researched in the previous literature. Gaza City is
considered only for the study asit is the administrative regional center for the
Strip.

The study adopted scientific methods to identify and solve the main problem.
It followed description and analysis through a form to examine assessment
criteria of security and safety in office buildings. Moreover, it used two
questionnaires to measure awareness of architects and workers at office
buildings about security procedures, and they were analysed by SPSS
program.

The study reached for many results and recommendations such as; the level of
security and safety in office buildings in Gaza is low, and architects and
workers do not have enough senses of awareness about security procedures.
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