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Abstract

Study Importance: Housing in its essence offers the meanings of stability and security,
with multiple physical and humanitarian dimensions. These dimensions have to be linked
to the rest of the residential sector components, which most importantly include the
economic and financial aspect, and its relation to the achievement of identity and dignity.
This study comes in the time of the emergence of a modern and a wide range of residential
sectors associated with economic investment in residential buildings. Thus, it aims to shed
light on the financial investment and its impact on the architectural character of the
residential buildings in Gaza City. The study importance comes from its focus on studying
the causes of the spread and increase of investment in the private residential buildings in
Gaza and the impact of this practice on the architectural character of these buildings.
Study Aims: One of the main objectives of the study is to arrive at the basics of an
architectural framework that includes legislation and laws directed to employ this
investment trend in the development of the local architectural character of these residential
buildings. Thus, the research problem is to answer the following question “Can we
consider the financial investment as a main factor to employ the architectural character of
residential buildings in a way that preserves the Palestinian architectural identity
considering its aesthetic value in order to achieve visual comfort?”.

Study Approach: To answer this question and achieve the research aims, the study
implemented the descriptive approach to study and precisely describe the phenomenon of
the financial investment spread in the local private residential buildings, and the analytical
method based on a field study that aims to analyze a set of local commercial residential
buildings, and to examine the public and specialized people’s opinions in this regard
through a questionnaire and interviews.

Study Results: The study concluded a set of results. Most importantly, the study
concluded that financial investment has multiple implications on the local architectural
character of the residential buildings, which includes the vertical character of these
buildings.

Study Recommendations: The study recommends the concerned stakeholders to
encourage and direct financial investment in a way that preserves the architectural
character of these residential buildings through the creation of a comprehensive system
that effectively control this investment at various levels (municipalities, syndicates,
universities, and engineering firms).
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