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ABSTRACT

The Impact of Applying Active Learning Strategies on the Classrooms Design
in the Primary Schools in the Gaza Strip
The Governmental Schools as Case Study

The Palestinian Ministry of Education and Higher Education (MEHE)
launched its strategic plan of educational for development (2008-2012) under the
theme "Towards Qualitative Education for Development”; which focused on
improving quality of education. Hence the MEHE proceed to apply active learning
strategies, which focused on the learner who is the core of teaching/ learning process,
and requires comfortable and stimulus atmosphere, and therefore his needs vary in the
learning space from traditional needs which depend on the teacher as main source of
knowledge.

In spite of the strong orientation to modern styles of learning, and the great
technological development which affected school buildings and teaching aids,
however, the classrooms in elementary schools in Gaza Strip still follow the old
design which does not meet different needs of modern teaching/ learning process from
all aspects. Therefore, this study sought to determine the impact of the application of
active learning strategies to design classrooms in government primary schools in the
Gaza Strip, in terms of architectural design, finishing and furniture, and in a manner
consistent with the economic conditions of the Gaza Strip.

The study adopted the descriptive analytical method, which included the
definition of the concept of active learning, strategies, obstacles to its application and
needs of spatial basically, and then go to study the design criteria for classrooms
appropriate for the application of active learning strategies and terms of finishing and
preparation, to configure a basic rule came from empirical study conducted in the
Gaza Strip and targeted basic education government schools as a case study, to
determine the needs of the application of active learning in the classroom, and thus
determine the design specifications for these classroom.

The applied study used the questionnaire as an essential tool where targeted
lower elementary teachers in primary education government schools in the Gaza Strip.
The researcher also applied the note card as a research tool in support of the
questionnaire, which has filled up within the field visits carried out within classroom
lessons have been applied active learning, in order to supplement the applied study
with architectural point of view.

The study results the most important standards and specifications of
classrooms design that appropriate for the application of active learning in primary
education government schools in the Gaza Strip. It also concluded a series of
recommendations, including: the call to reconsider the standards for the design of
classrooms commensurate with the methods of modern learning, and responding to the
tendency of learners to modern technology and taking into account the technological
development in the classroom design.
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