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Abstract

The concept of developing professions in the society begins with improving education.
Therefore, developing architects in Gaza Strip is under research and providing them with
work opportunities starts with promoting university architectural education and making its
outcomes compatible with the demands of both local and regional labor markets. Research
problem is at the weak matching between the aforementioned outcomes and the
requirements of being an architect and the effect of that on providing graduates with job
opportunities. The study takes place in an emergency area most of the times, which is Gaza
Strip, and it requires special needs. Gaza lacks the required skills for the labor market as
technical reports writing in English and it witnesses an increase in the number of graduates
as the unemployment rate reached 65.6% among age of 20-24 according to Palestinian
Census Center in 2013. To enrich the university architectural education and make it suitable
for architectural demands, the researcher adopted the inductive and analytical methods to
examine the study problem and reach for results and solutions through the theoretical frame
of the study. In addition, he conducted comparative analysis of some academic plans of
different architecture departments in Palestine, neighbor countries and Europe. To identify
advantages and disadvantages of university architectural education, the researcher used the
analyzed data from the study four questionnaires, which were distributed on architecture
department students in IUG, alumni, teaching staff and work owners, and some academic
plans of different architecture departments in Palestine, neighboring countries and Europe
after comparing among them.

The most important results:

1. The existing academic plan is good and compatible with labor market requirements, but
it needs consistent development by the department through community and association
communication and examining latest architectural developments and reflecting them on
study courses.

2. There is a lack of practice in university education, besides the lack in English language
skills. Moreover, teaching methods require variety and improvement.

The most important recommendations:

1. Consistent development of architectural education components in Gaza Strip in a
comprehensive frame includes students, teachers, physical capacities and academic
plans to be linked with requirements of labor market.

2. Architecture department should adopt an open educational policy that has modern lively
and practical applications and skills, especially technology, languages, technical and
administrative sides.

3. More focus on practice in the architectural educational process.

4. All local bodies are invited to compile and develop academic calendar and accreditation
for architecture programs and profession, besides authorizing a local specialized
committee like international ones.
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