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Abstract

Development of rural areas is considered a main factor in the growth
of developing countries, and one of the most important pillars to achieve
balanced development. Development of rural areas supports economic and
social growth, and is one of the most important means whereby the
achievement of the overall national development and optimization of
resources is possible. The town of Wadi Gaza is a Palestinian town which
aims to achieve comprehensive development in terms of health, educational
and recreational services and infrastructure.

Thus, this study aims to shed light on the development of rural areas
in the Gaza Strip, taking the town of Wadi Gaza as a case study because of
its strategic importance consideringits agricultural importance to the Gaza
Strip.

To achieve this objective, the study examined the geographic, social,
and economic characteristics of the study area, and addressed the strategies
needed to achieve the required rural development. Study methodology is
based on a descriptive analytical approach, through development of rural
areas is highlighted, and its strategies are discussed. To achieve this, a field
study has been carried out using direct observation and structured
interviews with specialists and decision makers.

The study concludes a set of findings and recommendations.The
most important one is that the town of Wadi Gaza is a promising area for
development by considering the resources available, but this faces several
economic and political challenges considering its location near the Green
Line from the east. This reduces the town stability, and thus imposes

several limitations on the different areas of development.
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Introduction

The rural development gets important and urgent in Palestine in general and in Gaza
Strip in special. It affects the society in economic and social aspects. As a consequence
of the economic recession under the oppressive and consistent siege of Gaza, the rural
development gets essential. Its fundamentals should be focused on in a scientific
manner and methods. It requires to keeping the resources, and developing and managing
the capabilities to achieve a comprehensive national development with all its branches.
This can be accomplished by defining the vision for developing the improving goals and
studying the positive and negative aspects. It should be also included in the society
priorities. The vision can also study the main needs within the rural areas, and analyze
the available resources which boost the economic development. This is one of the
essential dimensions on which any development and especially the rural development
depend.

Reading the data of the Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, one can conclude that
the distance of the rural areas in Gaza strip is 33910 donum within the urbanism that is
distributed on 9 rural compounds. Its distance among the Urbanism is 12.1%. This is a
good rate after the urbanization of the rural area. It is considered one of the economic
support resources and the main source of the agriculture, livestock and poultry
productions. This economic resource requires a rural and planning development in
organizational conditions for keeping the agricultural lands.

The study site is Wadi Gaza which represents the biggest rural compound in Gaza strip.
It is 2.3% from the urbanism area as to the structural and land using plans. This is why
Wadi Gaza should be studied as a sample of the rural areas. First, the study should
define the developing strategies to guarantee the food supply and the living stability for
the inhabitants of the Wadi Gaza. Second, it will contribute to the economic growth of
Gaza strip. So its geographic, social, serving, and civilizational features and the
civilization type should be studied and analyzed. Its strengths and weaknesses should be
recognized to be developed. We should also focus on the applicable regulations and
laws, and on its structural plan to know whether it is well planned and balanced.
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The development spread everywhere on all the life levels and its effects. So it is also
necessary to explore the current status in the social, cultural, civilizational aspects. It is
also required to recognize the traditions which prevail to the area as the development is
citizen-oriented. The development goal is to enable the citizens to produce and work.
This is the effective role on which all the development pillars depend much that it is the
basic of the development stability.

Research Problem:

Gaza strip suffers from economic and planning difficulties in general. This is resulted
by the consistent siege and sequent wars. Wadi Gaza is a part of Gaza strip. So it suffers
specially from the repeating Israeli invasions for its nearby location from the Green line.
Here, the research problem is: what are the strategies that should be duly followed to
achieve the balancing rural development. This will contribute to the economic
development of the Municipality and support the work opportunities without losing the
rural feature of the Municipality. It must review the limitedness of the improvement and
the integrating development processes in this area during the last years. It should also
expect the donors' enthusiasm to the development of this area during the coming period.

The study aims at answering some questions to provide the study conclusion:
1- What are the main needs of Wadi Gaza?

2- What are the obstacles that limit the rural development of the area?

3- What are the strategies which are required for developing this area?

The study importance:

There is a poor care for the development of the rural areas, lack of the regional
planning, and poor services. The natural resources can't be maintained out of the
civilization of the agricultural areas. Accordingly, the research study of Wadi Gaza is
important for the following reasons:

1- The necessity of the rural areas development for the over population of Gaza strip
as its population is 1.8 million population, and the density of population has
reached 4661 individuals’km2 in Gaza strip. (Source: The Palestinian Central
Bureau of Statistics, 2013)

2- The consistent need of the development and improvement processes to conform to
the population growth as it rates 5.2 newborn in Gaza strip. (Source: The
Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, 2013)

3- The uniqueness of the rural areas for its strategic importance as a food supply to
Gaza strip. The agricultural lands reach more than 70% of Wadi Gaza. (Source: The
structural planning — Wadi Gaza Municipality, 2014).

4- The lack of the previous studies of the study site development.
5- The recession of the economic situations in Wadi Gaza.

6- The statement of the area features and its influence on the development of Gaza
Strip.
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This study will use the descriptive analyzing methodology through three pillars:

The Research Methodology:

The theoretical study:

By showing up the concepts which are related to the connection between the
development and the rural areas.

The field study:

By using the field scanning tools to scan the inhabitants areas and the existing status on
the social and economic levels (interviews).

The analyzing Study:

By analyzing the information and defining the problems, trying to develop solutions and
determining the developing strategies and discussing them with the experts and
specialized people.

Study Limitation:

The time limitation: during the coming four years

The place limitation: in Wadi Gaza— Gaza Strip, its distance is 6527 dounm, and east
bordered by the Green line and west by Salah El-din Street, south by Wadi Gaza and
north by Al-Karama or Al-Manzar Street.

Figure 1: The boarders of Wadi Gaza Municipality.
Source: (Wadi Gaza Municipality, 2014)
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This chapter highlights all the achieved projects during the last seven years in Wadi
Gaza and the most important projects among them. It also shows the developing trends
on which such projects focus. It analyzes the current status of Wadi Gaza through the
fourfold strategic analysis (SWOT) to know the strengths and weaknesses elements of
the area. It also goes into the opportunities and threats which Wadi Gaza area faces.
They help us to develop rural development strategies for Wadi Gaza.

The Current Status Analyzing:

Strengths

Weaknesses

Location and weather
Natural Resources
Agricultural and livestock production

No Infrastructure
High Employment and Poorness Rates
Poor Marketing of Products

Rural Council (municipality) for serving | No Healthy Services
the citizens Environment  Problems after the
Human Resources Throwing the Rubbish
No Awareness and Culture
Opportunities Threats
Geographic and Administrative | Israeli Occupation
Connection

Sequent Wars and Repeating Invasions
The donors' activity in the Area and their

- Closing the Crossings and No Building
various types

Materials

Natural Resources and Fertile Sources Consistent Oppressive Siege

Partnership to the Private Sector

Joining the Institutions to benefit from
its outside experiences

Table 1: The fourfold Analysis (SWOT) for the current status in the study site
The Proposed Development Strategies

The practical study has included the tools, the data collection steps, e.g. interviews, and
defined the justifications and difficulties of using the structured interview. It also goes
into the structured interviews pillars of the development areas. They are the Planning
and Organizing area, the Administrative area, the Woman participation, the Cultural
development, the societal development, and the infrastructure. Then, it arranges the
development priorities and analyzes the interview results.
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The structure interview is used as a studying and tracking tools, following a proper
study methodology. These are used for getting as many opinions and ideas as possible
for the study site. It targets the municipality engineers of the rural areas, the planning
experts, decision makers and engineers who work in the financing field. It also aims at
the ministries representatives in the central committee, and the academic people.

First: Studying Tool: The Structured Interview

As the study topic tends to be a specialized topic, it needs the views of the specialized
people who understand the rural development requirements. The structured interview is
chosen to be the main studying tool in addition to the direct field observations which the
researcher has written in the previous two chapters. Choosing the structured interview
aims at:

1- Benefiting from the experiences of the group individuals to be met in the structure
interviews for suggesting their ideas and views.

2- Showing obviously the interview content. So if anyone has inquiries, the researcher
would be there to answer him.

3- Collecting as many ideas and suggestions as possible which can be useful for the
study. So the structured interview tool will be more effective.

Despite of the clear positive points of the structured interview, it would face a number
of difficulties which will require more efforts. They are:

1- Choosing the sample requires to know the names of the interviewed persons and
their relation to the studying topic. The researcher has benefited from his
professional position in listing the concerned persons.

2- Making an interview lasts a long time. So the interviews should be based on prior
fixed dates with the engineer or the expert for the multiple sites.

The structured interview needs brainstorming and preparation of the interviewee
(i.e. the answers are not quick or ready, especially when developing suggestions or
creative ideas.)

The structured interview includes four pillars in addition to the structure
planning of Wadi Gaza. First is the panning and organizing pillar in which the rural
areas are compared to the civilized ones in terms of the development process and the
differences.

The second question from the first pillar goes into the study site since the
agricultural areas of Wadi Gaza is included in the applied organizing conditions in Gaza
Strip. All of them are alike in terms of their ownership distance, rebounds, heights, and
occupation rate. By applying such organizing conditions, how can the agricultural areas
be developed? Does the expert or engineer propose a change for it?

The third question from the first pillar goes into suggesting the structured
planning and how far it is suitable for Wadi Gaza. Does the planning need updating in
terms of the streets, lands using and population distribution?

The fourth question in the planning and organizing pillar is about the ability to
expand power towards the regional areas. Since Wadi Gaza often faces threats, this
causes the decrease of the population and the immigration of some of them.

Thus, the fifth question is: what is the suitable planning for the rural areas in this
situation? Reflecting the previous question, the sixth question is: What are the projects
that should be focused on in Wadi Gaza?

103



| a.ubﬁ\ JAN-A '

The second pillar from the structured interview is the administrative field. This
fourth pillar includes four points that were asked about. The first question goes into the
ability to join the rural Municipality?

The second question highlights the administrative cadre of Wadi Gaza. The
question is: does the expert support the development of cadre? Or otherwise, join to the
other rural municipalities?

The fourth question from the third pillar, following the third question, is: Does
the participation with the private sector affect the Municipality decisions in terms of the
mandatory taxes?

The third pillar of the structured interview contains two questions in the societal
and cultural participations. The first question goes from the third pillar into the cultural
development horizons within the rural areas in general and Wadi Gaza in special. How
far can be the cultural development in the rural areas?

The second question focuses on the definition of the expert's or Engineer's
suggestions concerning the poor culture and increasing illiteracy in the rural areas,
especially among the women. It accordingly leads to poor societal participation in
making decisions.

The fourth pillar in the interview focuses on the arrangement of the development
fields when financing is available. The fields are six: the planning and organizing field,
administrative field, various services field (healthy, interesting and educational),
infrastructure, economic development, poorness prevention, and finally the cultural
development.

Results of the Structured Interview
Its most important results
How far the Structural Plan needs to be updated
= Yes E no
15%

85%

Figure 2: How far the Structural Plan needs to be updated

How far the Municipality needs lo expand the
powers

= NO 5. yes

Figure 3: How far the Municipality needs to expand the powers
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How far the Rural Municipalities needs to be
emerged
= NO = yes

10%

Firgure 4: How far the Rural Municipalities needs to be emerged

How far the Municipality needs the partnership to the
private sector
" no 5 yes

Figure 5: How far the Municipality needs the partnership to the private sector

Arrangement/ Field | First | Second | Third | Forth | Fifth | Sixth | Total
level | level | Level | Level | Level | Level

1 | Planning and organizing | 50 25 12.5 0 0 12.5 | 100
2 | Administrative 12.5 0 37.5 25 25 0 100
3 | Various services 12.5 12.5 12.5 | 375 25 0 100
4 | Infrastructure 0 37.5 25 25 12.5 0 100
5 | The economic 100

development and

poorness prevention 25 0 0 12.5 25 37.5
6 | The cultural 100

development 0 25 12.5 0 12.5 50

Total 100 100 100 100 100 100

Figure 2: it shows the results of the structures interviews to arrange the developing

fields
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The results and analysis of the structured interview for each development
field are proposed. The fourth chapter analyses the strengths, weaknesses, threats and
opportunities by the (SWOT) analyzing. The third chapter discusses the reality of Wady
Gaza. Accordingly, the rural development strategies of Wadi Gaza of each field of are
concluded as: the infrastructure and services strategies, the economic strategies,
poorness prevention strategies, administrative strategies, and the planning and
organizing strategies. It also leads to develop the suggested distribution project of the
civilization areas in the agricultural lands, the organizing conditions of using each type
of rebounds, occupancy rates and the heights. By the end of the chapter, the strategies
have turned into development projects valued by about USA $6495000.

Summary and Recommendations
First: Summary

Following the field study including the importance of the study site in the economic,
planning and social aspects, the researcher has concluded the following results:

1- The area suffers from economic difficulties out of the Israeli threats, and its
location at east of Gaza and near from the green line. This leads to the erosion of a
big distance of the agricultural lands. Accordingly, it affects the agricultural and
livestock production for the farmers. It is finally reflected by the local economy and
the economic development.

[\
1

There is no clear development plan in Wadi Gaza. However, the developing
projects focus on the infrastructure is implemented. This is also despite of the lack
of the societal and women participations and the lack of the luxurious projects.

3- Wadi Gaza has tourism importance but it is neglected.

4- There are no specializing tourism areas in Wadi Gaza despite of having a beautiful
nature.

(9]
1

Wadi Gaza has agriculture and livestock production out of its agricultural lands
where there are allowed to fomr farms and plant various trees. In addition, the most
population of Wadi Gaza has the bedouinism features which help them to breed the
livestock at the homes zareba.

N
T

Wadi Gaza has the main services like the electricity, water, and roads network. It is

expected to implement sanitarian projects.

7- There is no health services in Wadi Gaza which makes the citizens go to the nearby
areas like Bureij and Nuseirat Camps.

8- Wadi Gaza needs to a local market or a trade center for marketing the goods, the

agricultural products and the other dairy products.

\O
1

The private sector is important for accelerating the development progress in Wadi
Gaza Municipality. But the development process and economic growth missed this
sector.

10- The local authority, to which Wadi Gaza area is affiliated, work with its full
administrative and technical staff. It manages development projects. It is the only
representative of the area, as it shows up its most important problems and worries.
It also works on developing the area, using the available and possible potentials. It
needs an administrative and financial development, and additional human cadre
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(employees). It also needs to expand the structuralism to include the geographic
information systems and the other sections.

11-There are no agricultural institutions in Wadi Gaza area. They can support the

farmers and the small projects. They also enhance the famers' awareness by holding
workshops and remove the famer's problems.

12- Wasting the attractive elements of Wadi Gaza is increasing, leading to move from

and into the area. This is finally resulted by an economic growth.

13- Wadi Gaza area needs a local playground or a luxurious cultural sports club with

playground to practice the sports activities.

14- There are three valleys in Wadi Gaza the biggest of which is Wadi Gaza, Wadi Abu

Katrun, and Wadi al Hirz which exists in the middle of the area from north to
south. But its seasonal water is neglected.

15- There neither investors nor investing capitals to invest within the area, especially in

the agricultural field.

16- There are no factories or workshops where job opportunities, or crafts like

woodworking and others.

Second: Recommendations

Based on the provided above results, a group of recommendations are suggested:

1-

The surroundings and circumstances should be ready for the investors' enter to
Wadi Gaza. They should also direct them to the agricultural investment and
establish the projects of agricultural products marketing.

The private sector should be activated. The local authority should participate in the
decision making. The authority's local role should be enhanced in Wadi Gaza.

The local authority which is affiliated to Wadi Gaza should be developed through
the visit of the technical and administrative cadres and by adding the geographic
information systems department to the authority's departments.

The area structural plan should be updated. The tourism areas, the local market for
marketing the agricultural and livestock products, and the manual crafts areas
should be specialized.

The fund is suggested for the agricultural projects, supporting the farmers to not to
leave their farms and removing their difficulties.

The big projects should be established as attracting elements for Wadi Gaza like the
hospitals, regional playground attractive for the audience which supports the
economic development.

The services and infrastructure should be developed. In addition, the park and
projects should be established to create job vacancies and decrease the
unemployment rate.

The woman participation in the decision making should be activated. The projects
should be oriented to the societal participation. The area districts committees should
be formed. They should have an effective role in promoting the projects and
highlighting the area of Wadi Gaza.
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9- The nature of Wadi Gaza should be kept through the agricultural lands to support
the economic development.

10- Adapting the rural development strategies is for accelerating the economic, social,
civilization and cultural development. These strategies should meet the needs of
Wadi Gaza, boost the living level and develop the various services types.

11- A healthy clinic should be established. It should have a specialized physician, a
pharmacy, and an ambulance to meet the urgent medical needs.

12- Wadi Gaza should be invested as a natural reverse. Its holy placeshould be kept.
The tourism projects of Wadi Gaza should be shown.

13- The emerging of the rural municipalities should be studied. We should study how to
benefit from its emerging, and how is its influence on the technical and
administrative cadres. The potentials, opportunities and the development projects
should be developed and increased.

14- The partnerships with the major municipalities should be adapted to benefit from
their experience in the various fields inside Gaza Strip, the West Banks or outside
Palestine.

15-The financial ministry should adapt financial policies for supporting the
municipality (Wadi Gaza municipality) to be able to hire employees, human
administrative and technical cadres and to open new departments to manage the
efficiency.
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