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Abstract

Architecture in the Gaza Strip has been recently marked with more negative
diversification and inconsistency in the architectural and urban aspects. It can neither
be characterized as having one specific architectural design nor a single urban planning
pattern, thus the researcher, driven by his passion and keenness to explore his city and
village, chose to examine the previous literature about the planning and architecture in
the Gaza Strip. Consequently, he found out that there was lack of research, and the
findings showed that there was a tendency for imitation and modernity that had no
clear-cut pattern. The research proves its significance in light of the foregoing findings,
hence the researcher was keen to focus on the city planning standards as opposed to
originality and modernity, and examine the two methods used for conventional and
modern planning. Both methods will be examined in a comparative study to identify
the advantages and disadvantages of each planning method and come up with a set of
findings and recommendations.

The research shall also examine and analyze the architecture in the Gaza Strip, which
is the study area, and focus on two models: the old city in Gaza and Al Zahraa city. In
order to achieve such goal, the research was divided into six chapters, and was set
about by defining the research problem, goals and methodology, followed by the
findings and recommendations. In doing so, the researcher used a scientific method
which is based on a theoretical and practical framework. He also used the historical
method to track the historical development of urban centers and cities, as well as the
descriptive method to describe the cases which need further examination.

The most significant findings of the research were as follows:

- There have been changes in the urban fabric and utilization of lands over the last
hundred years.

- There was a tendency to allocate the center of the ancient Gaza city for the
construction of religious sanctuaries such as the Great Omari Mosque which was not
only considered a key religious attraction but also a political, civilized, cultural and
administrative landscape.

- The contemporary urban fabric of Al Zahraa city is composed of the grid system
pattern.

- The urban fabric is made up of buildings with separate units, however it lacks public
buildings.

- Although the city has been recently established, its optical axis needs to be further
examined. The city lacks aesthetic features as well.

The most essential recommendations were as follows:

- The old city needs to be rehabilitated in order to preserve its ancient heritage without
any further delay.

- The original conventional planning is better and provides more sustainability which
is viewed as a key demand of the world today.

- There is a need to maximize the benefits of conventional planning in the new cities
which can be further developed to effectively meet the modern standards and
demands. Special attention should be given to initiating qualitative developments in
the different means of transportation.
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- Paper: “A COMPREHENSIVE APPROACH TO INCORPORATE
ARCHITECTURAL HERITAGE OF GAZA OLD CITY |INTO
CONTEMPORARY URBAN FABRIC?”, Dr. Farid Al-Qeeq.

Throughout history, Gaza has been viewed amongst the most important cities of
Palestine. The historical center of Gaza city is one of the most prominent sites
in the city, as it have the main business activity and contains the major part of the
cultural and architectural legacy of the region. Preservation of the genuine architectural
heritage turns into a matter of great importance. The study will attempt to establish
main strategies to integrate the architectural heritage into the Old City's urban
fabric. It is expected that the sustainable approach can be achieved by associating this
heritage with its urban context .

Thus, the historic buildings will become a part of a touristic loop including the main
elements, which create the traditional appearance of the City (Al-Omari Mosque, Gold
Market, Pasha Palace, Hammam Al-Samara, and Al-Said Hashim Mosque). The study
would also help to suggest the future proposed reconstruction of some previously
demolished historic buildings and elements ,that would help preserve the historic
landmarks of Gaza City.
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Urban Theory and The Urban Experience, By: Simon Parker

Housing Conditions and Upgrading of the Refugee Camps in
Palestine, By Dr. Osama Badawy, Dr. Victoria Waltz

Planning Middle Eastern Cities, By: Yasser Elsheshtawy
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