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Abstract

Gaza City i1s one of the oldest historical Arab cities because it witnessed the
succession of different historical civilizations down the centuries due to its
important geographical location, which contributed significantly to the creation of
the architectural components of each era, which reflected the social, political,
economic and religious life, either through the residential houses, mosques, baths,
schools, markets and other public buildings. Besides, throughout the centuries, the
ornaments of Gaza City had many distinctive aesthetic components with high artistic
and historical values, of which the ornaments are considered to be one of the most
important and matchless components which represent the charm as well as the high
accuracy of both design and structure.

This research provided an analytical study of the aesthetic components in the
historical buildings in the old city of Gaza dating back to a particular historical era,
namely the Mamluk and Ottoman era, since it was rich with authentic and
distinctive architectural elements. Moreover, similar studies dealing with this aspect
in Gaza City are very limited and inadequate, and that highlights the great
importance of this study.

By achieving its goals, the study shed light on the very high artistic and cultural
aesthetic components of the historical buildings in Gaza City, in particular, the
ornaments, being one of the most important and charming components which were
used explicitly in many of the internal and external facades of the historical
buildings.

Moreover, the study depended on gathering information from many references,
resources and documents which dealt with similar and relevant topics followed by a
field study and visits which were scheduled to some of the historical buildings that
have distinctive aesthetic components for identifying and spotting their locations as
well as focusing on the ormamental element via a detailed analytical study where
these aesthetic units and their techniques and methods of creation were analyzed, in
addition to analyzing the nature and characteristics of the different materials which
were used, and thus highlighting the importance and the role of the ornaments inside
these buildings and presenting the current reality of the aesthetic components, in
particular, the ornaments.

Finally, one of the main results of the study is that the ornaments were not used
randomly or in an meaningless way and that these components used in ornamenting



the historical Mamluk and Ottoman buildings in the old city of Gaza constituted a
special form designed for Gaza, maintaining at the same time the key features,
characteristics and rules of the Islamic ornaments which reflected the social life,
customs, traditions and the social values.



Chapter One: the general framework of the study

1:1 Introduction:

This study is an important step in shedding the light on the distinctive aesthetic
components of the historical buildings in the old city of Gaza dating back to the
Mamluk and Ottoman era which characterized it with unique and picturesque
architectural features, depicting it in a manner that is similar to the features of the
neighboring Arab Islamic cities in terms of the using the same architectural elements
and aesthetic components while maintaining its particular image among all the
neighboring cities.

Hence, this study focused on identifying these aesthetic and architectural
components as well as presenting, clarifying, and classifying them, in addition to
conducting an analytical study of each form and presenting its importance and
function within the historical buildings in an attempt to show and display its
important role in creating the distinctive architectural form that embodies the
particular image of Gaza City.

Moreover, this study is divided into four sequent chapters to meet as much as
possible the descriptive and analytical information for the aesthetic components
within the historical buildings dating back to the Mamluk and Ottoman era in the old
city of Gaza.

The first chapter dealt with the importance and objectives of the study in addition to
the research problem and the hypotheses as well as the adopted research
methodology and resources, in addition to presenting the previous studies that dealt
with similar topics, while the second chapter displayed and analyzed the aesthetic
components within the Mamluk and Ottoman historical buildings in the old city of
Gaza, as well as clarifying the aesthetic value of each form. The third chapter
concentrated on the ornaments, being the focus of the study, where it was studied
historically while its basic units were analyzed, in addition to presenting and
analyzing the ornaments that exist in the old city of Gaza. And in the fourth chapter,
two historical building were chosen, one of them is a public property and the other is
a private one, then both of them were studied and analyzed regarding the ornaments
and their relevance and importance within the historical buildings, and eventually
the results and recommendations were concluded at the end of the study.



1:2 The importance of the study:

The importance of this study lies in highlighting the architectural and cultural
heritage dating back to the Mamluk and Ottoman era in Gaza City namely the
aesthetic and highly valuable architectural features, which are worth addressing,
documenting, studying, analyzing, and making use of them which will lead to
contributing significantly to the preservation and protection of these components. In
addition, the study constitutes a specialized reference for researchers and those
interested in this field, and at the same time, it provides us with recommendations
that drive us to preserve and take advantage of these aesthetic components in
multiple ways.

1: 3 The study objectives:

The deep roots of the old city of Gaza throughout history and its historical
architectural heritage need great efforts to preserve and protect them and to present
them in the best way. Thus, this motivates us to work, study and analyze to provide
recommendations to achieve the following objectives:

- Contributing to consolidating the old architecture of the Gaza City of the
Mamluk and Ottoman era, including the architectural aesthetic components
through studying, analyzing and documenting them.

- Highlighting the element of ornaments and its artistic and distinctive
architectural characteristics and their role in enriching the Mamluk and
Ottoman architecture in Gaza City.

- Shedding the light on the problems and negligence which negatively affect
the aesthetic components of the historical buildings.

- Identifying the reasons that contributed to the existence of a large gap
between the aesthetic components of the historical buildings in the Mamluk
and Ottoman era and the modern and contemporary buildings of Gaza City.

- Contributing to assigning a specialized reference in this field for researchers
and interested parties.



The study also included the historical buildings dating back to the
Ottoman and Mamluk era in the city of Gaza for the following reasons:

- Most of the historical buildings that still exist up to now in Gaza City are
dating back to the Mamluk and Ottoman era and that facilitates the process of
research and analysis.

- The buildings dating back to the Mamluk and Ottoman era is very rich with
elements as well as distinctive aesthetic components.

- The great similarity between the Mamluk and Ottoman architectural
components which is sometimes hard to differentiate between both of them.

1:4 The subject of the study (The research problem):

The research problem is represented in documenting the very high aesthetic,
artistic and cultural values of our architectural heritage, with all its numerous
aesthetic components which portrayed particular and unique architectural features in
the old city of Gaza during the Mamluk and Ottoman era. Besides, this topic has not
been adequately addressed before either in terms of form or function, which made
many factors contribute to the negligence of these aesthetic components in the
contemporary buildings in Gaza City. This study also seeks to classify and
document these aesthetic components and focus on the studying the ornaments as
well as analyzing them in terms of their composition, materials and the methods
used in their structure.

The research problem is specified and it needs a thorough analysis and accurate
research hypotheses to answer the following question:

(What are the aesthetic components that characterized the historical
buildings in the old city of Gaza during the Mamluk and Ottoman
era, and what are the factors that contributed to their existence?)

1:5 The study hypotheses:

To identify the basic hypothesis of the study, we need to subdivide the previous
question into the following questions:

- Are there clear aesthetic components in the architecture of Gaza City in the
Mamluk and Ottoman era?



- What are the types of the aesthetic components in the historical buildings
dating back to the same historical period in Gaza City?

- Have the aesthetic elements and components in the Mamluk and Ottoman
architecture given Gaza City special architectural features?

- Are there any factors that contributed to the formation and the existence of
these aesthetic components in the Mamluk and Ottoman architecture?

- What is the role of the ornaments in creating the aesthetic features of Gaza
City architecture?

- What are the basic units that make up these aesthetic components?

- What are the reasons which contributed to the disappearance of these
components from Gaza City architecture during the subsequent historical
periods?

-  What are the problems facing the aesthetic components of the historical
buildings in Gaza City at the moment?

- What are the recommendations that could contribute to the preservation of
these aesthetic components in the historical buildings and how to benefit
from them?

1:6 The study methodology:

The study is based on the scientific method to analyze the aesthetic components
that had been used in Gaza City during the Mamluk and Ottoman era, as well as
addressing the factors and reasons that contributed to their formation and existence
through data gathering and analysis, in addition to conducting field study and visits
to a number of historical buildings dating back to that era which differ in their
architectural formation and composition. An accurate analysis was also made for
each aesthetic form of every single building as well as spotting the reasons that lie
behind their formation, basic units and their importance.

This is done through two key fields:

* The first field: the theoretical study of the problem which can be done through the
following:



Collection of the theoretical information about the aesthetic components and
ornaments in particular as well as their different kinds, and their variation from one
building to another. It’s also essential to initially address the history of Gaza City
and the architectural alterations of the city during the previous historical periods, in
addition to gathering information about the rest of the historical buildings dating
back to the Mamluk and Ottoman era in Gaza City as well as classifying them in
terms of function, property and how much they are being preserved.

* The second field: The field study which is based on field visits as follows:

- Selecting a group of historical buildings that still exist in the old city of Gaza
which are dating back to the Mamluk and Ottoman era, and which also vary
in their architectural form.

- Drawing and documenting examples of these aesthetic components which
will be considered as the basis for the process of analysis.

- Analyzing and concluding the reasons that contributed to the existence and
formation of these aesthetic elements and components in the selected
buildings.

- Analyzing the basic and ornamental units as well as the artistic origins of
these ornaments with a detailed analysis.

- Documenting the current reality and the problems that face the aesthetic
components, in particular, the ornaments of the historical buildings.

- Providing recommendations that achieve the objectives of the study.



Chapter two: Introduction to the old city of Gaza

2:1 Introduction:

This chapter tackled the old city of Gaza to highlight its great and important
historical and cultural value as well as its rich architectural and cultural heritage.
Thus, a brief history about the city was presented including its importance, location
and the facts behind its name, in addition to clarifying its evolution and the different
historical periods it had witnessed and their influence over it. Moreover, an
explanation was given regarding the neighborhoods that constituted the old city and
its historical gates that were included in its historical wall, as well as highlighting
the historical buildings that still exist in the old city, their numbers and different
classifications that reflect the current reality of the historical buildings in the old city
of Gaza.

2:2 A brief history about the old city of Gaza:

The old city of Gaza is one of the largest and most important Palestinian cities over
the centuries, and it gained its importance from its particular location on the old
coastal trade route. Moreover, the name of the old city was changed many times due
to the different succession of different civilizations, thus in the Canaanite era it was
called (Hazanni), while the ancient Egyptians called it (Ghazato) and (Ghadato), the
Assyrians called it (Azzati), and eventually the Arabs called it (Gaza of Hashem).

On the other hand, the location and emergence of Gaza since the pre-historical eras
raised too much controversy, whether it was established in Tal Al'jool or it was
situated in its current location, and the opinion which is likely to be true is that Gaza
first emerged in Tal Al'jool area dating back to third millennium BC.

2:3 The historical development of the old city of Gaza throughout the
centuries:

The old city of Gaza developed through its planning and architecture throughout the
various historical eras that it had witnessed, and these eras can be identified as
follows:

e The Canaanite era (3000 B.C. - 1200 B.C.)

e The Egyptian Pharos era.

e The Hyksos era.



e The Palestinian Gaza.

e The Assyrians era (734 B.C. - 603 B.C.)

e The Babylonian era (603 B.C. - 538 B.C.)

e The Persian era (538 B.C. — 332 B.C.)

e The Greek era (332 B.C.—65B.C))

e The Roman and Byzantine era (65 B.C. — 637 A.D.)

e Gaza in the early Islamic era (638 A.D. - 1100 A.D.)
e Gaza and the Crusades era (1100 A.D. - 1250 A.D.)
e Gaza in the Mamluk era (1250 A.D. - 1517 A.D.)

e (Gaza in the Ottoman era (1517 A.D. - 1916 A.D.)

e 2:4 The borders and gates of Gaza's old city:

The old city of Gaza had a semi-circular wall with eight gates and that was
documented in a map drawn in 1887. These eight gates are:

e The Sea Gate: This gate lies in the south-western part nearby what is known
as Asqoola.

e Memas Gate: This one lies to the west of (Attala) and nearby the current site
of Gaza Municipality.

e Al- Balakheya Gate: It lies currently nearby A sheikh Khalid Mosque.

e Asqalan Gate: This gate lies in the northern part and it was named this way
because it's located facing Asqalan City and it's located nearby Assayed
Hashim Mosque.

e Asqalan Gate: It's another gate with the same name and it lies at the foot of
the ex- Sageyet Asedra, nearby Salah Addin School

e Al- Khaleel (Hebron) Gate: It's located in the east part facing Al Khaleel
(Hebron), and it lies currently nearby Magam Abu Al A'zm.

e Al Mintar Gate: This one is located currently nearby Al Kamalya.
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e Addarom Gate: (Addarom) means south in the old Arabic language, and it
was also named Deir Arrom Gate because it faces Deir Al Balah area, then it
was named Addaroob Gate and it was located nearby Ashama' Mosque.

2:5 The neighborhoods of Gaza's old city:

The formation of the current neighborhoods of the old city of Gaza was completed
in 1525 A.D, with the beginning of the Ottoman rule, where the number of
population then estimated 5886 people, living in the following four quarters:

e Adaraj neighborhood.
e Azaytoon neighborhood.
e Ashjaeya neighborhood.

e Atuffah neighborhood.

2:6 The existing historical Mamluk and Ottoman buildings in
the old city of Gaza and their classification:

The number of the existing historical buildings dating back to the Mamluk and
Ottoman era within the old city of Gaza up to now is nearly 171 historical buildings,
divided into the four neighborhoods of the old city nmaely (Azaytoon, Adaraj,
Ashjaeya, Atuffah), and these buildings can be classified into several classifications
as follows:

Classification in terms of their distribution in the old city neighborhoods.

Classification in terms of ownership.

Classification in terms of usage.

Classification in terms of maintenance and renovation works which were
made to these buildings.

2:7 Types of the existing Mamluk and Ottoman historical
buildings in the old city of Gaza:

The historical buildings in the old city of Gaza represent a copious stockroom for
the architectural ornaments which characterized the Mamluk and Ottoman era and
which reflect the life of the Palestinian Gazan society. These buildings vary
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according to their function, and we can note that most of them are private residential
buildings used for housing, in addition to various other buildings as follows:

e Residential houses, mosques, markets, baths, zawaia, subat, sabil, churches,
schools, and palaces.
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Chapter three: The aesthetic components of the historical
buildings in the old city of Gaza

3:1 Introduction:

In this chapter, the aesthetic components of the Mamluk and Ottoman historical
buildings were identified, studied and analyzed, spotting the various reasons that led
to the existence of their different architectural components. This chapter also aims at
illustrating the importance of these aesthetic elements and components in identifying
the particular features of the historical buildings in Gaza. These aesthetic
components can be identified as follows:

3:2 Ornaments:

Ornaments are one of the most important aesthetic components which have
characterized the historical buildings, and they are also the focus of this research
study. They are considered as one of the arts that have contributed with all their
many different types and components in enriching the buildings with the distinctive
artistic and aesthetic values.

3:3 Columns:

Columns are a key element in the architecture because of their construction
functions such as lifting the roofs as well as arches, and sometimes they are used for
aesthetic purposes within the buildings on walls and windows.

3:4 Entrances:

The outside entrance of the building is the first sight one can see when he gets
inside the building while it also provides an initial image about the building either
regarding its use, function or its architectural and aesthetic value. Thus, the
historical buildings entrances in the old city of Gaza can be divided as follows:

e Entrances of private historical buildings.

e Entrances of public historical buildings.
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3:5 Vents and windows:

Vents and windows varied in the historical buildings in Gaza City, and there was a
clear difference between the external and the internal vents in the facades as follows:

e External vents and windows.

e Internal vents and windows.

3:6 Domes:

Domes had been used in many of the historical buildings in the old city of Gaza;
both in public buildings such as mosques, zawaia, schools, shrines and baths, and in
private buildings such as the distinctive historical houses. Besides, most of the
domes were half spherical.

e Domes of private historical buildings.

e Domes of public historical building.

3:7 Intersecting vaults:

Vaults were used in roofing and covering the spaces and areas of the historical
buildings dating back to the Mamluk and Ottoman era in the old city of Gaza. These
vaults were mostly ordinary intersecting ones while others were fan vaults which
had an ornament at the centre where the vault's sides meet together. Other vaults
were overlapping or semi-barrel circular vaults. Moreover, vaults were also used in
the spacious rectangular rooms where many intersecting vaults were used for
roofing them. Moreover, the semi-barrel circular vaults were used to cover narrow
or long areas such as corridors, passageways and small rooms.

3:8 Arcs:

Arcs are one of the well- known elements in the pre-Islamic old architecture,
particularly the circular arc which was so common in the Roman architecture as well
as in the historical buildings in Gaza's old city. Arcs were used in different shapes as
fellows:

e The single- center circular arc.

e Mawtor arc.
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e Makhmos arc.

e Oghy arc.

3:9 Metal components:

Metal works existed in some of the Mamluk and Ottoman historical buildings in
Gaza' old city. It included the stairs banisters, metal eternal protection frameworks
for windows and doors and in the external facades as an aesthetic element.

3:10 Tiling:

The existing tiling in the historical buildings in Gaza's old city can be classified as
follows:

e Stone tiles.
e C(Colored tiles.

e Mortar-based.
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Chapter four: Ornaments in the Mamluk and Ottoman
historical buildings in the old city of Gaza

4:1 Introduction:

Ornaments are one of the most important aesthetic components that appeared in
various private and public historical buildings, reflecting outstanding aesthetic
values which eternize the magnificence history and culture of Gaza City. In this
chapter, these existing ornaments in the historical buildings are highlighted and
analyzed by identifying the characteristics and rules adopted in their formation, the
basic ornamental units they emerged from as well as the different methods and
materials that had been used in their structure, in addition to reflecting their
historical and technical values. Moreover, this chapter also addresses the ornaments
of the historical buildings dating back to the Mamluk and Ottoman era in the old city
of Gaza, and classifies them in terms of their existence in public or private buildings
as well as on the internal and external facades.

4:2 Definition of ornaments:

Ornaments is one of the arts that studies the philosophy of abstraction, ratios and
proportionality, components, space, mass, color and fonts, which are either
geometric or natural units (plant - human - animal) being converted into abstract
components, thus leading the artist's imagination, sense and creativity to put their
rules and principles.

4:3 The ornaments emergence:

Ornaments date back to the pre-historic era, where the old man drew on the walls
of caves in which he lived, drawing both animals and birds living in his environment
or those he caught as well as a variety of human drawings.

Art historians and anthropologists state that ornaments existed
for many reasons, including:

e The Neanderthal that these ornaments had a magical power protecting him
from risks and from his enemies as well as giving him strength and ensuring
his safety.
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e He also paid special attention to his tools as well as his hand-made objects for
which he spent long hours in making, perfection and ornamenting them via
engraving lines and curves over their surfaces which he admired.

e Ornaments constituted drainage of his energy and as a means of
entertainment, recreation and leisure times works.

4:4 The Islamic ornaments:

The Islamic art is characterized by a unique style that distinguishes it from other
arts of other nations, since its all technical aspects share the same designs and
ornamental components because it was confined in its beginnings on the religious
aspects, then it started to spread gradually to cover all areas of life within the norms
and rules imposed by the Islamic religion.

4:4:2 Characteristics of the Islamic ornaments:

The Muslim artist granted the Islamic ornaments distinctive characteristics which
made it a purely Islamic art and these characteristics include:

e First: Abstraction:

It is the first characteristic of the Islamic ornaments in general, which does not
mean a lack of the technical skills, but it represents the idea of freedom from nature
imitation which is called abstraction or modification, thus it was said that the nature
of Islamic art does not represent in its content the experience of the action, but the
awareness of the timelessness, or that changing things in the Islamic drawing
resulted in converting art works to the broader infinite and eternal field.

e Second: Avoiding the empty spaces:

The empty spaces is the most important problem facing the artist or designer as he
starts to fill the spaces with the ornamental units, trying to produce aesthetic and
harmonized ornamental components that emerge from the realistic appearance and
converting them into distinctive ornamental product.
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e Third: movement:

Movement is one of the important features in the Islamic ornamentation that drives
the viewer's eye to move or to stop-and-move.

e Fourth: Continuity:

The Muslim artist managed to achieve continuity in his ornamental production, as
the Islamic ornaments draw sight to follow the lines in all directions, and if the
portrait finishes with its confined spatial lines, the viewer can find himself driven to
follow the scene through his imagination.

Fifth: Surfacing of ornamentations:

e The Muslim artist disliked materializing ornaments which made them similar
to nature like the one we can notice, for example, in the Greek and Roman
ornaments and inscriptions. Instead, the Muslim artist replaced this with
ornaments based on the clarity of line and their altered ornaments.

4:4:3 Rules of the Islamic ornamentation components:

Ornamentation can be consistent and harmonized by considering the dimensions
and specific distances which are distributed and arranged in a balanced way to
ensure their beauty and splendor. The most important of these rules include:

e First: Balance:

Balance is the equality of the driving forces of blocks, sizes, colors , spaces and
lines in design and form which ensures that one driving force would not overwhelm
the other.

e Second: Ramification:

Ramification means the divergence of stems and limbs of a plant into smaller
ones, 1.e. trunk into branches, branches into increasingly smaller branches, etc.
These branches gather in the stem or the source, and in art, when these branches or
lines gather or meet each other in one point, they are called ramification from one
point. And when they ramify from one line or area, they are called ramification from
a line or an area.
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e Third: Symmetry:

Symmetry is one of the key rules which some of the ornamental components
depend on where one form concomponents fully to the other. Conformity helps in
achieving the simplest and easiest types of balance. Symmetry often has two types,
the total and the semi one.

e Fourth: Replacement:

Replacement means replacing and allowing things to switch in terms of their
places. Replacement mainly implies switching things in their origins, while
substitution implies replacing one thing with another.

e Fifth: Repetition:

Repetition means using one form time after time to emphasize a specific form,
item, or word, as repetition triggers one's thought regarding the form or word
format, and it is also useful to link the shapes with the vision which leads to a sort of
visual unity in the work's structure.

4:5 Types of the Islamic ornamentation units:

These units consist of three basic units, namely the geometric, plant, and
calligraphy units as follows:

e First: the geometric units:

Despite the complexity of the geometric ornamental units, they're in fact, simple
units based on principles and rules, including dividing the space into equal parts and
then connecting the points together to get different geometric shapes, and this
indicates the Muslims' concern of the engineering art, both theoretical and
practically.

e Second: Plant units:

These units consist of several types of plant leaves, relying on the flexibility and the
smaller ramification, repetition, symmetry and replacement in organizing these units
regularly to get the ornamental components, as well as making variation by
changing light, shadow and different density in the ornamentation. In addition, some
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ornamentation has both plant and geometric units mixed in harmony by abstraction,
entanglement and intertwine.

e Third: the calligraphy units:

Calligraphy was used as an ornamental unit since it was considered as a means of
knowledge, then it became a manifestation of beauty bustling with life and magic,
and it is still developing and getting better, varied and even its methods of single and
compound letter partial modification is extremely used as a type of ornamentation.

4:6 Stone ornamentations:

Different stones were used in engraving ornaments where sand, limestone, marble
stones were used in ornamentation, while the marble stone is considered one of the
finest types stones mainly for its solidity.

4:7 Methods of ornamentation:

Several ways were used in making and producing ornaments in their final form
which commensurate with the basic design and calligraphy, as well as the nature of
the material being used. These methods include sculpting, , networking
downloading, grafting or abstinence.

4:8 Ornamentation tools:

There were no institutes for educating and training artisans, but the workshops
constituted practical institutes of each craft, and the tools that were used to make the
ornamental pieces were simply the hammer, chisel and the file as well as the
construction string which was used as a ruler, measurement tool, plumb as well as a
compass.

4:9 Ornamentations of the private historical buildings in Gaza's
old city:

Ornaments were used in several places of the private historical buildings, whether
internally or in facades of these buildings:

e The internal ornamentation.
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e The external ornamentation.

4:10 Ornamentations of the public historical buildings in Gaza's
old city:

Some public historical buildings are characterized by magnificence such as
mosques, palaces, cemeteries as well as markets, and these public buildings
ornaments included:

e Mihrab ( semi- circular niche) ornaments.
e Pulpit ornaments.

e Minaret ornaments.

e (ates ornaments.

e Facades ornaments.
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Chapter five: Field Study

5:1 Introduction:

In this study two existing historical buildings were selected, one is private and the
other is public in the old city of Gaza, where an analytical study and drawings of the
ornaments of each building was done via field study of each building to highlight
their technical and architectural value and to benefit from them in consolidating
Gaza aesthetic and distinctive contemporary architecture.

Moreover, Ibn Othman Mosques in Ashjaeya neighborhood was selected as a public
building, while another private building in Adaraj neighborhood which belongs to
Meelad family. These two buildings were selected because they include a group of
varied distinctive ornaments with different components and units. Besides, these two
buildings need demonstration of their great value in order to better preserve them.

5:2 Ibn Othman Mosque:

Ibn Othman Mosque is considered one of the largest and most important existing
historical mosques in Gaza's old city. This large mosque lies in Ashjaeya
neighborhood overlooking the commercial market street and it was named after the
Sheikh " Shihab Addin Ahmed Mohammad Othman and it was called the great
mosque because of its large area.

This mosque has two gates on the main western fagade overlooking directly the
market street. Its courtyard is a spacious area surrounded by corridors from all
directions.

5:2:1 Ornaments of Ibn Othman Mosque:

Ornaments were used frequently inside and outside the mosque as follows:

e First: the mihrabs ornaments:
The mosque has four mihrabs with the different ornaments including:
- The main mihrab ornaments.
- The secondary mihrab ornaments.

- The external mihrab ornaments.
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e Second: the pulpit ornaments:

The pulpit of the mosque was made totally from marble with highly distinctive
aesthetic ornaments.

- The entrance of the pulpit.

- The stairs sides ornaments.

- The pulpit.

Third: the minaret ornaments:

The minaret constitutes a part of the main western facade with its polygonal
octagon shap shape which has a square base with two-part trunk and on top lies the
prayer caller porch. The minaret's ornaments can be divided into the following:

- The lower square part.
- The first octagon part.
- The upper part.

- The prayer caller porch.

Fourth: the gates ornaments:

The mosque has two gates on its main fagade; one of them lies in the south which
is considered as the main gate to the mosque with its distinctive ornaments.

- The southern gate ornament (the main gate).

- The northern gate (the secondary gate).

Fifth: The external facades ornaments:

The external facades of the mosque are annexed directly to the nearby buildings,
except for the eastern back facade which didn't get much attention and care as the
western front fagcade which is the main fagade of the mosque. Besides, ornaments of
the external western facade varied as follows:

- The engraved geometric ornaments.

- The networking ornaments.
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Sixth: The internal facade ornaments:

The internal eastern facade had many varied ornaments, and it's the internal direct
main fagade of the mosque.

5:3 Meelad Family house:

This house lies to the north-east of the great Omari Mosque, and it belongs to
Meelad family, a well-known Gazan family. The house property still belongs to the
same family with numerous inheritors up to now. Moreover, the house is not used
anymore as a residential house and it was abandoned and deserted many years ago.

The house has a ground floor with a spacious courtyard. It also has a broken corridor
that lies to northern east part of the courtyard, and it also has two rooms in the
eastern part and to the northern part of the courtyard, there is a living hall with two
rooms facing it. In the western part of the courtyard, there are three rooms, in
addition to two rooms in the southern part.

5:3:1 The ornaments of the historical house of the Meelad
family:

This house has a numerous variety of different distinctive aesthetic ornaments
including:

e First: The ornaments of the house internal facades:

The four internal facades of the house overlooking the inner courtyard have different
ornaments as follows:

- The ornaments of the northern internal facade.
- The ornaments of the eastern internal fagade.

- The ornaments of the southern internal facade.
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Conclusions:

- Some private buildings characterized by the decorative momentum in the interior
facades and entrances, and that were significantly associated with its wealthy owners
of these buildings.

- The style used in the decoration of Mamluk and Ottoman historic buildings in the
old city in Gaza is a special style related to Gaza, and at the same time holds the
main features, characteristics and rules of Islamic decoration widespread in the
Levant.

- decorations monuments in Mamluk and Ottoman in the old city in Gaza have the
same style as the overall pattern prevailing in Islamic architecture in general such
deprivation , using of engineering, plant, and written units that were familiar to the
Muslim. The basic unit consisting of decorations in the buildings that were studied
are the same one used in all complex Islamic decoration that have appeared in
various Islamic cities.
- The similarity in buildings decorations could be evidence of hiring the same
craftsmen from builders, architects and stone sculptor.

Recommendations:

- The restoration and documentation process of buildings done by institutions to
preserve the architectural heritage is not only the process of documenting for plans
and general details, but also must be documenting for the small details in the
building that will disappear where corrosion many of those decorations was noted.

- Work on protecting these decorations by trying to publish it and use it not only in
buildings but utilizing it in the decoration of other things such books cover,
handmade decoration antiques to be spread as part of our original Palestinian
heritage.

- Work on the rehabilitation of historic buildings in the old city in Gaza and
considering it as original model of civilizational and cultural heritage especially
these buildings suffer from negligence due to the fact that parts of them abandoned
and partially destroyed, and its situation getting worse with time.

- Aware society with the importance of historic buildings and architectural details
and decorations, especially it was noted mishandling of the population with those
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decorations whether by covering it with cement that hide inadvertently, or the
installation lighting elements above it which led to the losing some of them.

- The importance of documenting the decorations not being include by this study ,
and the involvement of university students in this task, where some of them can
work on documenting the decorations in old city building, as these decoration full of
aesthetic values with high technical.
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