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Abstract

The study aims to identify the pillars of the Palestinian newspapers’
discourse towards the prisoners’ issue, and to reveal the main points of
each newspaper’s discourse, the main active bodies therein, and the
based-frame work of reference. The study, moreover, highlights the
point of differences and agreements in the discourse of the newspapers,
besides identifying the opinions of the released prisoners’ leaders on the
discourse of the Palestinian newspapers concerning the Palestinian
prisoners in the Israeli jails in order to take their suggestions, as a room
for any development, into consideration. The study is characterized as a
descriptive study following the survey approach, media discourse
analysis approach, and interrelationship studying approach, where the
comparison methodology has been employed. Data were collected by
two tools: the form of newspaper discourse analysis and the
questionnaire form. The sample of the analytical study includes the two
journals ‘Al-Hhyat’ and ‘Falesteen’. The sample time is designed for two
years: from18/10/2011 to 18/10/2013, where the newspapers were
selected on the basis of systematic random sampling. The sample of the
field study includes the released prisoners who were captured at least for
ten years in the Israeli jails. They were selected following the purposive
sampling method. The following are the main results that the study has
come up with:

1. The discourse of ‘support of prisoners and solidarity’ has received
the highest percentage in ‘Al-Hayat’ newspaper, while the
newspaper discourse of ‘Shalit prisoner exchange’ has received
the highest percentage in ‘Falesteen’ newspaper.

2. ‘Al-Hayat’ newspaper has reflected positive remarks on Ramallah
Government while negative remarks on Gaza Government as an
active body in most cases. However, ‘Falesteen’ newspaper has
reflected negative remarks on Ramallah Government while
positive remarks on Gaza Government.

The field study has summarized several results mainly:

1. The released prisoners are unsatisfied with the newspapers
performance. They all agreed that the newspapers pay no
special attention to the prisoner’s issue since they are mostly
described as narrated and seasonal news.

2. The released prisoners have confirmed the Palestinian
newspapers’ discourse is subjective towards the prisoner’s
issue based on the ideology of each newspaper.
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