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Abstract

This study aims to identify the opinion articles in the Palestinian
news sites through identifying the attention they receive in these sites. The
study also aims to analyzethecontent of these articles to identify their types,
characteristics, artistic structure, language, issues and topics, writers, sources
of information, place of origin, their exclusiveness, objectives, elements of its
visibility, and the extent to which they have benefited from the interactive
tools and electronic publishing provided by the Internet.

This is a descriptive study that applies the survey methodology. In
this study, the researcher used content analysis method, and interrelationships
method,in which the researcher used the systematic comparative approach.
The researcher also used the theory of prioritization (agenda setting) approach.
In this regard, the researcher used thecontent analysis form as a study tool.

The researcher selected the following organizations’ websites as a
sample: the Palestinian Information Center (Palinfo), Maan News Agency,
Palestine Today (paltoday), and Palestinian News and Info Agency
(Wafa).The study covered the period from 20/03/2017 until 20/04/2017.The
opinion articles were chosen based on the comprehensive survey method. The
sample for content analysis included (193) opinion articles.

The content analysis’ study concluded a number of findings; the
most important of which are: the interest of the investigatedsites in opinion
articles differs as follows: Maan was the top site where it presented (88)
opinion articles, “paltoday” website comes second with (51) opinion articles,
then “Palinfo” with (49) opinion articles and finally “Wafa” site which only
presented (5) opinion articles.The analytical article ranked first in the study
sites by a percentage of (90.2%)..The study found that the opinion articles
committed to the moderate pyramid template by a percentage of (59.7%),and
the use of press language by a percentage of (95.9%).The percentage of
articles that dealt withpolitical issues in the study sites was(61.1%).The
investigatedsites do not indicate the source of the press articles they publish by
a percentage of (76.6%).

Based on these results, the study arrived at several
recommendations including:The need to focus and pay attention to all types
of opinion articles in a manner that respects the privacy of each article,to take
into account the proper technical structure of the template of the opinion
articles, the promotion of the press language in the articles, to pay attention to
the exclusivity of the articles and their specificity to the news site, and to
invite writersto write on specific topics and issues.
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