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Abstract

This study aimed to identify the political and media elites’ evaluation of the
Palestinian media discourse concerning the issue of the Gaza siege.

This study is considered one of the descriptive research studies and used the survey
methodology, which surveys the audience of information media and it also used the
mutual relations study approach, which comprises the techniques of methodological
comparison and correlational studies. The researcher adopted “the media dependence
theory" and gathered all data using the survey card.

The researcher chose a simple random sample of 150 of the Palestinian political and
media elites out of the original population from the west bank and Gaza . The field
study was limited to the period from 25.07.2016 to 09.28.2016.

The study concluded with several findings including:

The study findings showed that the majority of respondents strongly supported that
the Palestinian division was one of the most important internal constraints affecting
the Palestinian media discourse concerning the siege issue. In addition, there are hot
Arab issues that have replaced the Palestinian cause as one of the most important
external constraints, which has influenced the issue of the Palestinian media
discourse related to the siege issue. The elite sees that the azimuth prevailing the
Palestinian discourse concerning the siege was "humanistic-emotional”. The majority
of the study sample of the elite supported that the moral and legal dimension is one
of the most important pillars of the media discourse about the Gaza siege issue. The
study also revealed that the issue of Gaza siege has not received sufficient attention
among the issues highlighted by the Palestinian media. The majority of the study
sample admitted that it largely depended on the Palestinian media in accessing
information on the issue of the Gaza siege.

The study came up with several recommendations including:

It is necessary to benefit from the Palestinian elites’ experiences, especially the
political and media elite in the issues of media discourse related to the various
Palestinian issues, especially the issue of the Gaza siege. The differences between the
language of the internal and external media discourse should be taken into account.
Moreover, there is a need to heal the Palestinian rift, and the Palestinian media
should be more unitary and logical in its address to the world. It is also necessary to
put forward a unified media strategy covering the siege and followed by all the
Palestinian media institutions of all kinds and affiliations. There should be an
emphasis on the moral and legal dimensions of the Gaza siege in the Palestinian
discourse as it is one of the most important pillars of the success of the Palestinian
media discourse.
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