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Abstract

This study aims to trace and analyze the news materials published on
the websites of the Arabic foreign satellite channels (Russia Today, Al-
hurra and France 24) regarding the events of the Israeli aggression on the
Gaza Strip late 2012. The study addresses the aspects of agreement and
difference in the news coverage of the aggression in these websites and
examines the events preceding this aggression and its consequences. This
includes analyzing news frames that were presented during the various
events of the aggression.

This is a descriptive research that used a survey-based approach
methodology using a content analysis tool as well as using the mutual
relations approach which employed the method of methodical comparison.
The study data were collected using a content analysis form including news
frames analysis and the study sample consisted of the above-mentioned
websites and lasted between 1st November 2012 and 31st December 2012.
The comprehensive sample contained all news including news reports
published on the three websites during the study period.

The study concluded that most importantly Russia Today website
showed an increasing interest in covering the events of the aggression
doubly for the other two websites combined. The study findings revealed
an agreement among the three websites in not relying on any (Israeli news
agency) and that the news report is the predominant press form of news
materials published on the studied websites. The findings also showed that
in the news materials covering the Israeli aggression Al-hurra website
greatly minimizes the reporting of videos that show the Palestinians as
victims and as being subject to destruction.

The study pointed out that the highest percentage of news frame
belonged to the frames of (pivotal figures) and that most cases of general
orientation for conflict frames belonged to the category of (Israeli attacks
and consequences). It also revealed that reported news materials that
indicated humanitarian Palestinian and Isracli concerns were limited, but in
general they were largely in favor of the Palestinian side.

The results revealed that most cases of the study materials held
(Israel) responsible, while in most cases of reactions to aggression came in
the form of (meetings and communications). The study also pointed out
that most attitudes of support and opposition were in the direction of
(opposing aggression) and that the contents of news materials related to
mechanisms of employing news frames agreed in general with the
(Palestinian point of view). The most significant Palestinian reasons for the

@



aggression were (The Israel aggressive inclination and the necessity of
resisting it), while the most significant Israel reasons were (Palestinian
resistance operations and firing rockets), and that the most important
solutions the Palestinian put forward were (stopping Israeli aggression and
assassinations), and the most important Israeli solutions were (stopping
resistance operations and firing rockets).

The study results showed that the most significant Palestinian results
included (the victory of the resistance and victory celebrations), while the
most important Israeli results were ( stopping resistance operations and
Palestinian rocket fire). The study revealed that the highest ranking for the
frames ratios were in pivotal figures and that (Palestinian figures) exceeded
in the percentages of their presence all other figures, then followed by
(Israeli figures).
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