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Study Abstract

This study aims to reveal the mass communicator attitudes towards the concepts of freedom and social
responsibility in the Palestinian press and describe the situation of press freedom in the Palestinian
National Authority areas. It aims to identify the extent to which the mass communicator is informed of
and committed to legal legislations which organize journalistic work in the Palestinian National Authority
and how much they are connected to the mass communicator attitudes towards the concepts of freedom
and social responsibility. The study also seeks to the extent of influence by ownership of the media on the
mass communicator attitudes towards the concepts of freedom and social responsibility.

This descriptive study used the survey methodology within which the survey of practice techniques, the
survey of mutual relations as well as the comparison and correlation studies methods. Data were collected
through two tools: the questionnaire and the interview.

The study population consisted of daily Palestinian newspapers in the Gaza Strip and the West Bank
(about 187) mass communicator working three daily newspapers in Gaza City and the West Bank which
are Al-Quds, Al Hayyat Al Jadeeda, and Felesteen newspapers. A questionnaire was distributed to all of
them and (100) questionnaires were returned; 91 questionnaires of them were deemed applicable.

The most important findings of the study include the following: the mass communicator attitudes towards
the concept of freedom in the Palestinian press are positive nearing neutral, whereby the average sample
responses to items in this field were (3.17) with a standard deviation (0.36).

The study showed that the mass communicator attitudes are neural nearing positive in relation to how
well informed about the law of publishing and publication and journalist code of ethics and knowledge of
materials pertinent to freedom and social responsibility, with average sample responses to items in this
field reaching (3.015), with a standard deviation (0.455).

It showed that the impact of newspaper ownership on the mass communicator attitudes towards the
concepts of freedom and social responsibility is positive nearing very positive, with average sample
responses to items in this field (3.887) with a standard deviation (0.499).

The study found that the biggest pressures facing the mass communicator are ( political and factional
pressures) which had the highest weight (% 63.7), while the negative phenomena that affected press
freedoms (preventing distribution of newspapers) were the highest with a weight of (%75.8). The main
obstacles facing freedom of journalistic work (interference of editors in chief in the coverage and
treatment of press issues) were ranked first.

The study concluded that mass communicator in Gaza had more positive attitudes towards the concepts of
freedom and social responsibility that those in the West Bank, and that the mass communicator in
Felesteen newspaper had more positive attitudes than the rest of the other newspapers, albeit not a
significant difference in the study's newspapers.

The study also showed that mass communicator belonging to Hamas had generally positive attitudes
towards the concepts of freedom and social responsibility more than others belonging to the Fatah
movement and non-partisans.

The study recommended the need to grant mass media more freedom which is only to be matched social
responsibility from the mass communicator . It also recommended the need for journalists to reconsider
the journalist's code of honour and the code of ethics and conduct rules. It called for all to agree on one
code of honor that reinforces social responsibility and is binding to all journalists. The study also
recommended the formation of a specialised committee to examine the Press and Publications Law and
make amendments to it, while taking into account international standards and conventions and the terms
of the Basic Law that guarantees the freedoms of press work and the right of citizens to receive
information.

The study recommended the need to unify the press work in the West Bank and the Gaza Strip and
activate the real role of the union of journalists to defend journalists, and create an optimal legal and
social environment for them which protects them from political rivalry and contributes in the
improvement of the conditions of press freedom in Palestine. This also leads to promoting the principle of
the respect for the rule of law and putting an end to external interference in journalistic work and
abolishing all forms of control over the work of journalists in a way that is not prejudicial to the interests
of the community.
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