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ABSTRACT

This study aimed at investigating the nature of the relationship between post-
traumatic stress disorder (PTSD) and reasoning and moral judgment among a sample
of children in the Gaza Strip. In her study, the researcher adopted the descriptive
analytical approach. The study sample consisted of (205) male and female PTSD
children whose age ranged from 8 to 12 years. The sample was divided into (117)
males and (88) females. In order to collect the data, the researcher used the following
tools: Questionnaire data collection(prepared by the researcher), PTSD scale
(prepared by Panos and Nader, 1978), the scale of reasoning (prepared by Al-Mawla
& Khafaji, 2009), moral thinking scale (prepared by Fawgia Abdel Fattah, 2001).

The study concluded with a number of results, the most important of which
were as follows:

— The mean of PTSD symptoms was (56.08), with a standard deviation of (10.30)
and a percentage weight of (70.1%). This indicates that children suffer from
PTSD symptoms to a high degree.

— The mean of reasoning among children with PTSD was (9.16), with a standard
deviation of (2.89) and a percentage weight of (61.1%). This indicates that the
level of reasoning among children with PTSD was moderate.

- The level of moral thinking among children with PTSD was (7.70), with a
standard deviation of (2.32) and a percentage weight of (51.3%). This indicates
that the level of moral thinking among children with PTSD was moderate.

— There was no statistically significant correlation at (< 0.05) between PTSD
symptoms and the following reasoning skills (conclusion, deduction and
induction) among PTSD children in the Gaza Strip.

The study suggested a number of recommendations, the most important of
which were as follows:

e There is a need for developing a national strategy to enhance the psychological
status of children who have been subjected to many of the traumatic events
during the last three wars on the Gaza Strip

e Media programs should be published through various information media to
present programs that highlight the guidance and therapeutic mechanisms that
must be provided to children who have experienced traumatic experiences.

Keywords: Post-traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD) — reasoning — moral judgment.
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