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Abstract

The aim of this study was to investigate the effectiveness of a religious
counseling program in developing moral intelligence among the inmates of El-Rabie
Foundation in Gaza Governorates and to identify the level of their moral intelligence.
The study used the quasi-experimental approach. The sample consisted of (26)
juveniles divided into two groups: experimental group and control group, each
equally consisting of (13) juveniles of El-Rabie Foundation inmates in Gaza
Governorate, aged between ( 15 and 17 ) years.

The moral intelligence scale (prepared by the researcher) was applied on the
sample. The scale consisted of six main dimensions (Empathy - Conscience - Self-
Control Respect — Tolerance - Fairness). The total number of items was (42). The
scale had a continuum ranging from always to never. The researcher designed a
religious instructional program consisting of (18) sessions, the duration of each of
which was (90) minutes, three times a week.

The statistical methods used in the study included ( Eta Square test ) for
measuring differences between the two samples concerning demographic variables
and knowing the homogeneity of the two samples. The Eta value was calculated to
determine the effect size of the counseling program on the members of the
experimental group. The ( Mann-Whitney) was used to measure the difference
between the means of the two equal independent groups. The ( Wilcoxon Test ) was
used to determine the statistical significance of the differences between the pre- and
post-measurements of the experimental group.

The results showed the effectiveness of the religious counseling program in
developing moral intelligence. Also, there were statistically significant differences
between the mean scores of the control group and those of the experimental group
concerning the levels of moral intelligence and the following dimensions (Empathy,
Conscience, Respect, Tolerance). The differences were in favor of the members of
the experimental group in the post-measurement. The results also proved that there
were no substantial differences between the experimental group and the control
group in the two dimensions of Self-Control and Fairness on the post-measurement.

The study recommended designing counseling programs focusing on moral
intelligence because of its effectiveness and importance in improving the level of
moral intelligence of the individual, especially children and adolescents. The study
also recommended including the program in the school and university curricula.

Keywords: (Religious Counseling Program - Moral Intelligence).
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