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Abstract:

The Impact of Promotion Mix on Voting Behavior for

L egistlative Council Elections:- In Bethlehem and Hebron

This study aimed at exploring the impact of using Political Promoting Mix, including
political advertising, political Public Relations, political Personal Submission ,
Political Publicity , Promotion of Political Candidate , within Political Marketing
campaigns on the conduct of the Paestinian voter upon choosing his/her
representatives in the Palestinian Legidlative Council, which is considered the

legidative authority in the State.

The researcher adopted the descriptive method due to its the suitability of such
studies. The populations of the study consists of those Palestinians whose age
exceeds 18 and, thus have the right to vote. To achieve the objectives of the study, a
questionnaire, which consists of three sections, was designed. The first section
focuses on the demographic features of respondents, while the second includes five
situations dealing with 77 items that combine both open- and closed- ended questions,
in an attempt to highlight their advantages and limit their disadvantages. The third
section contains five items which respondents should arrange according to their

behaviora impact on Elections from 1-5 where 1 is given the highest impact.

These questionnaires were distributed randomly to include all categories and segments
of Palestinian people who have the right to vote. The districts of the southern West
Bank (Hebron - Bethlehem) were adopted as a case study, and 400 were distributed

but only 97.7% were recovered.



The significant findings of the study revealed that the dialogue advert has the highest
impact on the sample. Moreover, the findings show that the highest Percentage of
preference is for announcements appearing on TV channels and Billboards.
Respondents also prefer the appearance of posters, Billboards in prominent areas,
such as streets and public places. The study also showed the important obvious
influence of posters and signs, as tools of publicity in Election Campaigns.
Furthermore, in spite of their worries of safety and Privacy of personal data, and even
though they prefer using SM'S messages in bublicizing candidate for Elections, abig
number of the respondents believed that online (internet) information is more recent

than other advertising methods.

The study showed the importance of talented experienced managers in election
campaignss due to their capacity of contact, persuasion and correspondence. In fact,
The importance frequent of correspondence and coordination between public relation
officials was aso emphasized in updating the public with recent aspects concerning

their favorable candidate.

Moreover, the Findings revealed the importance of Educational qualifications of
Candidates, Political Affiliation, and history in resisting the Occupation as necessary
aspects to be possessed by candidates, in addition to the importance of Socia and

Economic Programs.

The study also showed the growing use of smart devices and programs of
downloading in Election Campaigns on the Web Browsers, reflecting the growing up
interest of new Generations of Palestinians in Modern Communication techniques and
technology. In addition, some Palestinians do not prefer following updates about

Candidates on the screens of channels of news. They prefer following such updates on

ua



channels of Entertainment, Music, etc. Moreover, it is important to emphasize the
appearance of some Voters who hesitate, and sometimes refuse, to vote for Dogmatic

Ideological reasons.

The researcher recommended the development of advertising strategies, based
on a thoughtful mixture of Advertising Templates "Diaogistic, Dramatic, etc.” in
addition to the development of innovative methods in advertising using Cartoons and
singing frequently on different TV and Media channels. The researcher aso
recommends the establishment of a Palestinian Magazine for Electronic Political
Publicizing, as well as an Effective recruitment advertising boards in the streets and

public places, taking into consideration Civilized Modern aspects of Advertising.

The researcher recommended the adoption of Electronic Social Networks as
sites of major Political Advertising by Candidates, in addition to the development of
research units (R & D) that keeps up with the Events of the Political Arena and the
interests of the citizen. There is aso a need to Establish specialized Public-Relations
departments- crewed with scientifically qualified academic cadres and field
researchers. Furthermore, the researcher recommended introducing "Ethical Code of
Conduct" that Organizes Public- Relations activities and Philosophies by Political
Organizations, so as to introduce and integrate new Tools to allow the Candidate to

publish Political Advertisements on cell phones, and other devices.

The Researcher recommended the establishment Committees of Consultation
"Focus Groups' and composed of Experts, Consultants and Religious men to study
Abstinence and Refusals of voting. There is also a need to develop " Palestinian
Electoral System Re-engineering” to find mechanisms that correspond with the

regquirements of Palestinian Political life, provide thorough solutions to overcome the

)



gaps during the practice of Elections, and discuss the Rrenewal or innovation of
Democratic and Participatory Democracy, Democratic Scrutiny, and the concepts of

Democratic Renewal (Quality) and Local Democracy.
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