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Abstract

The concept of state in the contemporary Palestinian political
thought
(1988-2012)

This study specialized in studying the concept of the state in the
contemporary Palestinian political thought between 1988 — 2012. It sheds a light
on the stages of the development of the Palestinian national character, and the
self and impartial factors affect it. The development of the Palestinian political
thought has come to the concept of the state starting from complete state and the
rejection of the Partition resolution (181) in 1947, moving to the democratic
,multi- religions and multi-national state, then the political interim programme to
the Palestine Liberation Organisation (PLO) in 1974, and the establishment of
the Palestinian state on any liberated part of the land of Palestine. Then the other
political transition has come to declare the independence and the exile’s state in
1988. Finally, this paper studies the political process and negotiation and the
two-state vision.

This paper deals with this subject based on the previous literature,
programmes and political and organizational documents, historical evidences,
reality facts which are analysed into signs of the state of change and the political
development to the Palestinian national character, and to the concept of the state
in the contemporary Palestinian political thought.

The importance of this study lies to give a scientific research characterized
by analysis and interpretation. Thus, we can benefit from it in a way the subject
of the study is linked to the future of the Palestinian state, because it studies an
important contemporary period of the Palestinian political thought between 1988
— 2012. Also the importance of this study lies in using the the historical
approach, analytical descriptive approach, and content analysis approach by
going back to documents and political programmes of Palestinian national
institutions and factions.



The paper tries to answer the main question of the title and content of the
study. What is the concept of the state in the contemporary Palestinian political
thought? The study gives a deep analysis to answer the study sub-questions in
five chapters, which are dealing with the historic development to the concept of
the state in the Palestinian national institutions and factions.

The study concluded with set of results, for instance; there is a link between
factional pluralism and Palestinian political programmes, and between the
pluralism of the concept of the state in the Palestinian political thought, which
did not last in the same way during Palestinian struggle years, but it has
witnessed different developments over the Palestinian struggle. These
developments as a natural reflection to a set of subjective and objective factors
stormed the Palestine question.
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