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Abstract:

This study aimed mainly at recognizing the role of the Zakat funds in
economic development in the Gaza Strip in the following areas: reduction of
poverty and unemployment, and redistribution of income and wealth. It also
aimed at identifying the problems facing Zakat works that supports the
development of economic sectors and the ways of developing and investing
Zakat in the Gaza Strip from the viewpoint of people in charge.

To achieve the objectives of the study, the descriptive and analytical approach
and the content analysis approach were used through data collection from
primary and secondary sources. A questionnaire of 43 items was prepared and
distributed. It was applied on 105 workers including those who work in the
public administration of Zakat related to the Ministry of Awqgaf and Religious
Affairs, Zakat committees, and the Palestinian zakat institution. 105
questionnaires were distributed on the study population has been recovered
105 and by 100% of the size of community, and the proportion 95.2% of the
size of the in-kind.

This study findings indicated that the Zakat in the Gaza Strip is facing a
problem, particularly the lack of cooperation between the formal and non-
government agencies to invest the Zakat funds.

It also suffers from the shortage of resources of the Zakat bodies and
committees, which would play a role in the economic development process.
People in the Gaza Strip limits the concept of Zakat to the pure devotional
matter, but they do not consider it as a tool that contributes to the economic
development. The media in Gaza does not raise awareness about Zakat, and
its importance in the economic development.

This study recommended to encourage investors to invest money and
resources of institutions and Zakat committees in the Gaza Strip, work on
raising awareness towards the importance of Zakat in the media in the Gaza
Strip, build local, Arab and international relationships with money and
business owners in order to fund projects that support Zakat and its role in the
economic development, diversify investment formulas and funding of Zakat
in the Gaza Strip, raise investors' awareness about the rationalization of their
terms so as not to contradict with the investment and development and work
to urge and raise the awareness of the public towards the importance of Zakat
in supporting development, and not limiting it to the purely religious side.
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