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Abstract

This study aimed to identify the reality of business accelerators in
increasing the chances of success of entrepreneurial startups in the Gaza
Strip. This has been achieved through identifying the role of the following
factors in increasing success potential: seed funds provided by the business
accelerators, the duration of the acceleration program, the mentoring and
networking services obtained by the startup companies during the
acceleration program, and finally diversity of the founding team of the
startup companies. The study focused on the only business accelerator that
exist in the Gaza Strip, which is Gaza Sky Geeks.

In order to achieve the objectives of the study, the researcher collected
the required data from various sources. The researcher relied on the
qualitative approach to conduct the study and interviews, which were the
main data collection tool. The study population consisted of the startup
companies that joined the acceleration program offered by Gaza Sky Geeks
over three years. The investigated accelerator conducted three acceleration
programs in these three years which targeted 15 startup companies. To
identify and approach these companies, the researcher used the
comprehensive inventory method through semi-structured individual
interviews and a focused group with the study population. The researcher
was able to reach 11 startup companies and interview their founders.

The study concluded that business accelerators play a significant role in
increasing the chances of success of startup companies. According to the
results of the study, the factors that affect the potential of this increase could
be ordered as follows (in decreasing manner): the services of guidance and
orientation provided by the business accelerators, the services of networking
provided by the business accelerators, diversity of the teams of startup
companies, the seed funds provided by the business accelerators, and finally
the time period allocated for the business accelerators programs.

The main recommendations proposed by the researcher were as follow:
if the goal of the acceleration program is to gain investors’ trust and seed
funding, this means that several requirements of this stage have to be
satisfied. Otherwise, the required fund will be delayed or become a burden
on the founders of the startup companies. In addition, business accelerators
must provide grants to help the startup companies and enable them achieve
the investors’ required and convincing outcomes. The role of local investors
in this regard should be enhanced, especially those based in Gaza, in order to
encourage them to invest. In addition, there is a need to review investment
laws and propose new ones to protect such kind of emerging companies.
Finally, the incubation period implemented by Gaza Sky Geeks should be
prolonged.
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3.4.7. Hoffman, David — Radojevich-kelly, Nina (2012). Analysis of
Accelerator Companies: An exploratory case study of their
programs, processes, and early results.
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3.4.9. Li, Benjamin and Others (2012). The Explosive Growth of
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