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Abstract

This study sheds light on the Legislative Council under the
Palestinian National Authority 1996-2010. It starts with the historical
roots of attempting to establish alegislative council during the British
Mandate 1922-1947.

Later, it shows the formation of a legidative council in 1962
during the Egyptian Administration 1949-1967. Then, follows two
chapters:

The first deds with the first elected Legislative Council in 1996,

while the other deal s with the second council e ected in 2006.

The most important recommendations are:

1) The separation between the parliamentary work from that of the
administrative; the latter should be assigned to professiona
administrative other than representatives.

2) The power of the Legidative Council’s Chairman should be
reconsidered; ’he should be neutral concerning discussions. This
neutrality should be specified in the Council’s internal rules.

3) The Second Legidative Council didn’t fulfill its assumed function
of legidation which was seen obvioudy though it has a lot of
proposals on its agenda, but none of them was approved based on
the approved regulations, moreover, it was not able to review the
Presidential taken decisions that have the power of law either by
approval or rgection. Furthermore, it was not able to play its
monitoring and control role over the governmental performance.

4) The Legidative Council lacks of effective monitoring system that
may supervise or control the general policies of the PNA, and the
absence of an effective sanctions system forced the executive
branch to comply with the resolutions of the Legidative Council,
even though the Legislative Council has the capacity to vote of no
confidence as a means to subject the executive branch accountable,
it was not able to utilize this tool because of the dominance of the
party of Palestinian Authority President (Fatah Movement in the
first Palestinian Legidative Council).

The study relied on two approaches: the historical approach, and the
analytical and descriptive approach.
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