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Abstract

This study aims at identifying the contribution of small projects to the achievement of
economic and social empowerment of the physically disabled groups. This research was
conducted in the Gaza Strip and covers a time that extends between 1994 to 2014. The
study used five indicators that were divided to: social empowerment (freedom of
decision making relevant to their income and increasing the groups' capacity building in
their community) and economic empowerment indicators (limiting unemployment,
participation of the target group in economic activities, and accessibility to financial and

economic institutions such as banks, loans' institutions... etc .

The researcher used the descriptive approach to conclude the findings of this study, and
the analytic approach to apply the study tool. The random sample of the study consisted
of 100 physically disabled persons who has small projects and whose opinions were

collected through a questionnaire distributed to them.

The most important findings of the study
1- Small projects don not contribute to improving the capacity of the physically
disabled group in accessing the financial and economic institutions at the

significance level.

2- Small projects contribute to improving the participation of the physically
disabled in their economic and social activities at the significance level.

3- Small projects contribute to limiting unemployment among the physically
disabled at the significance level.

In the light of the above findings, the following recommendations are suggested:

1- Developing and spreading the culture of social responsibility among the
financial and banking institutions. It is also necessary to adopt policies and

strategies to initiate and develop small projects to physically disabled persons .

2- The institutions sponsoring the physically disabled should make a change in
their vision from qualifying the disabled to be empowering them to participate in

the Palestinian development process.

3- It is necessary to increase and develop the vocational training centers of the
disabled persons and make efforts for improving the media relevant to the

disabled to change the negative view of community about the disabled.

4- It is necessary to follow programs and entrepreneur initiatives to improve the
disabled capacities to manage their small projects whether by banks and banking
institutions or by the sponsoring bodies of the disabled or even by their training

centers.

5- There should be a vision, a strategy and a clear policy set up by the concerned
authorities for supporting small projects of the disabled whether international

financing institutions or local institutions as executive ones.

Keywords: (Inclusive Development, palestinaine Economic, Person with
disabilities, Empowerment, Small Projects).
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2- Islam, 2009," ""Obstacles to the start of small business
growth in Bangladesh™.
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4- Stoner,1983," Distnbutional ecology of amphpods and
tanaidaceans associated with three seagrass species™.
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