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Abstract

This study investigates the transformations and changes in rural economy
systems in Southern White Nile State (Kosti and ElGebelein Localities).
The main objective of this study is to explore the indicators of these
transformations and changes, the main factors behind them, and the
impacts.

To achieve its objectives, the study adopted the regional cultural political,
ecology approach, which combine the economic, political, demographic,
and social concerns in the analysis of man-nature relationship.

The study was based on primary data collected during fieldwork using
questionnaire, interviews, group discussion, and direct observation,
besides the secondary data from both published and unpublished sources.
The study showed that the rural economy has been significantly
transformed and changed during the last decades. Indicators of this
transformation and changing include: deterioration of traditional
production systems, lack of means of production, poor income, drop-out
from traditional sectors, more pressure on natural resources, rapid rate of
wage labours migration, weakness of traditional institutions, social
relation network, moral economy and rapid rural-urban migration.

The study indicated that this transformation and change is due to many
factors including: economic, natural, demographic, and political factors.
The study concluded that a comprehensive rural development approach
(sustainable rural livelihood and capacity building approach) and the
elimination of structural obstacles that hinder traditional activities and
recognition of the legitimate rights of traditional producers are the best
means to conserve and revitalize the rural production system and to

achieve sustainable development in the future.
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