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Abstract

In the last two decades of the 20" century, the Palestinian issue
has gone through a depression stage in terms of national work. This
resulted in having new trends into this work. This was embodied in the
activities of Islamic stream during that period. One of the results of this
was the evolution of Islamic Resistance Movement “Hamas” in 1987.
The evolution of the Movement coincided with the outbreak of the first
Palestinian Intifada. This issue played a vital role in changing the
Palestinian-Israeli conflict until this day.

This study is interested in investigating development of political
ideology of Hamas since 1991, i.e. a few years after the evolution of the
Movement when Madrid peace conference was held, which Hamas
totally refused. Hamas also rejected whatever political agreements
resulted accordingly until 2006 when Hamas participated in the
Palestinian legislative elections for the first time ever.

This study aims at identifying the positions of Hamas towards
crucial Palestinian issues. Also, the study examines development of
political ideology of Hamas regarding political compromise proposals.
The current study reveals the way Hamas dealt with such proposals,
development of its position towards national factions and its method is
doing so, and the effects of domestic, regional and international changes
on ideology of the Movement.

The study examines Hamas and its political and ideological
agenda from 1987 to 1990. It also studies the position of the Movement
towards crucial national issues from 1991 to 2006. Such issues have
been controversial in all political agreements. Issues such as Jerusalem,
detainees, settlement, and refugees have been very important in the
agenda of Hamas throughout the past few years. Therefore, Hamas
focused too much on defending these issues. The study also tackles the
way through which Hamas dealt with political compromise proposals
from 1991 to 2006, as well as Hamas’s positions towards truce,
negotiations, and elections.

Furthermore, this study touches upon the position of Hamas
towards Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO) and the Palestinian
National Authority (PNA) and the way through which Hamas dealt with
it from theory to practice.

The study finally tackles development of political ideology of
Hamas towards regional and international communities from 1993 to
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2006. This means the Arab and Muslim world, the USA, and Arab
countries.

This study has reached some findings:

1. Hamas did not abide completely by its Charter of 1988. Instead,
it showed a level of flexibility that was required by different
stages.

2. Since its establishment, Hamas defended holy places, Jerusalem
in particular and the Al-Agsa Holy Mosque.

3. Hamas worked on supporting detainees psychologically and their
families as well as the community so that they will not be a
victim of depression. The issue of detainees was vital for Hamas
during the last years.

4. Hamas has sought to fail all political compromise proposals and
their results.
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