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Abstract

The Tree as a Symbol in Cotemporary (Modern) Iragi Poetry in 1970-1990

A Master Thesis Submitted to the Council of the College of Arts in partial
Fulfillment of the Requirements for the Degree of Master of Arts in the
Arabic Language

Submitted by
Teeba Salam al-Ausey
Supervised by
Prof. Sirhan Chafat Salman (ph. D)

Symbol (Symbolism) is regarded as one of the artistic means or tools in the
structure of the poetic text. It is (symbol) that part of the poem that gives its deep
semantic import and aesthetic dimension. These are appreciated through the
multiple readings of (attempts to interpreting) the poem from the receiver’s
(reader’s) perspectives and his backgrounds. In poetry in general and in
contemporary lragi poetry in particular, the tree has had an array of semantic
symbols. Hence, the researcher has found it worthy of research. The present study
Is based on a comprehensive and condense outline which consists of an
introduction to the symbolism of the tree in traditional Arabic poetry. The
introduction is divided into three sections:

1. Tree Symbolism: definition and terminology

2. Tree Symbolism from the Pre-Islamic Period until the early Twentieth century
and the pioneers of free verse.

3. The Concept of symbol and symbolism
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Accordingly, the present thesis is divided into three chapters. Chapter One bears
the title (Symbolism of the Tree in Human Cognition [Knowledge]. It falls into
five subsections:

The Mythological Symbol of the Tree
The Mask as a Symbol of the Tree

The Religious Symbol of the Tree

The Anthropology of the Tree

The Psychological Symbolism of the Tree

Ok wnE

Chapter Two is entitled : Argument Structure .
1. The Tree as a Symbol of Life involving
-Freedom.
-Childhood.
-Beauty.
2.The Tree as a Symbol of Homeland involving
-War.
-Estrangement .
-Death.
Chapter Three is entitled: The Artistic Structure .

1. Poeticity of Language .
2. The Poetic Image .
3. The Rhythmic Variations .
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