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Abstract

In despite of considering Karbala governorate is an important

governorate in Iraq, because of its ,potential tourism which includes
some types of tourism, but archaeological and heritage tourism is
manifest at its best view through out the vast amount of Antiquities and
Heritage, which is a historic Constructive mode of civilizations prevailed
for thousands of years, Karbala formed a part of it as well as the
enjoyment of religious tourism through having many shrines and pure
righteous imams shrines (peace be upon them), but the archaeological and
heritage resources remained lag in terms of planning , construction and
tourism investment, they have unable to provide an attractive tourism
environment for tourists come in to it .

From that the study came in the tourist geography field to reveal
the relationship between geographical , Antiquities and Heritage in the
province of Karbala, the number of archaeological sites has reached (192)
site, including (78) variety historian site belonging to chronological
historical eras geographical and distribution, while the number of heritage
sites are (19) archaeological site, therefore this study dealt with the
historical distribution of archaeological sites distributed in accordance
with the historical cultural eras, the study has distributed the heritage
sites in accordance with the date of construction, and the geographic
distribution of archaeological and heritage sites at the level of
administrative units of province of Karbala, which analyzed the
geographical factors which affected on the relative spatial distribution
and potential dectect of sustainable tourism for such relics sites and
heritage.

The study has revealed that the historical distribution of

archaeological dated sites belongs to the ages ranging from the Old Stone
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Age (200,000) years ago before now, to the modern era (1258-1918m),it

also revealed that there is variation in the number of sites between those
ages, as issued the Islamic times comes with first (36) sites , and the
least form the ancient Babylonian eras and Achaemenid era by two
sites for each era, the study also revealed that not all sites are known of
its timeline history , because of not conducting surveys and drilling on
them till now, on other hand heritage sites varied periods of construction
from (1900 -1945 m).

The study has also revealed that there is a great relationship
between natural geographical factors (geographical location, the
manifestations of the surface, climate ,water resources and soil) and
human factors (population factor and Agriculture craft, religious ,
business factor the military factor) whichhas had groteppct the rise and
decay of human settlements served throughout the ages, and then the
links of these factors with geographical distribution of archaeological
and heritage sites in the province of Karbala.

The study has showed that there are difference in the relative
spatial distribution of the sites, it was found that Husseineyah district ,
has the largest number of archaeological sites with (82) archaeological
sites , Followed by the Counties of (Al-Khayrat and Al-Gedwal Al-
Gharbe) townships by (36) site, followed by Al-Hur township by ( 32)
sites, while ain al tamur has (19) sites, whereas Al-Hindeya Center has
(13) sites and Karbala Center with (10) sites, as shown by the study,
there is difference in the number of heritage sites in the province , it is
found that Karbala center featuring (8) traditional houses, the center of
Al-Hindeya includes (8) traditional houses, while Husseineyah includes
(3) traditional houses. the study has also revealed the existence of
potential tourism in the province in order to stimulate the official and

semiofficial authorities to informal investment in order to promote sector
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in the arena of heritage and archaeological to made it one of the basic

sectors in the sustainable economic development process in the province
and Iraq, Also it revealed obstacles and problems that stand in front of
the tourism development process of these sites in the province and
perhaps the most notable the lack of attention to the pillar archaeological
sites and heritage and survival without reconstruction and development.
This study has pat a comprehensive long-term plan for the
development of archaeological and heritage sites by investing multiple
capabilities to do archaeological and heritage tourism in the study area
through investment , rehabilitation and development of archaeological
and heritage sites to be a tourism attraction areas at first in Iraq and
specially in province of Karbala, Therefore, the study recommended
that should keep up with the evolution of the world particularly in terms
of tourism and development sectors, the necessity to revitalize the sectors
local and foreign investment in the various fields of tourism, including
the archaeological and heritage tourism and to provide all facilities for
tourists and visitors and to provide infrastructure and basic services and
focus on the promotion of tourism and tourism media, which raise the
required cultural level and the tourism , throughout establishment of
many festivals, and archaeological heritage art galleries in province of

Karbala.



