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IDENTIFICATION OF SPECIFIC LEARNING DISABILITIES:
GEORGIA SCHOOL PSYCHOLOGISTS’ PERCEPTIONS
by
MARIE THERESE UNDERWOOD
(Under the Direction of Teri Denlea Melton)
ABSTRACT

An on-line survey was conducted to investigate the assessment practices and
perceptions of 366 practicing school psychologist in the state of Georgia concerning
various operational components, and the use of RTI when determining SLD eligibility.
Results were analyzed using ordinal logistic regression to determine if psychologists’
perceptions could be predicted based on various explanatory variables. Results revealed
that a little over half of the respondents preferred assessment of cognitive processing
deficits evidenced through patterns of strengths and weaknesses for establishing SLD
classification; while well over two-thirds continue to also value analysis of cognitive
ability (1Q) scores. Psychologists’ assessment practices were consistently predicted
based on professional membership affiliation. Perceptions of the use of RTI in the
operationalization of SLD, as well as, psychologists’ desire and ability to fulfill various
leadership roles and responsibilities within RTI programs, were significantly impacted by
the quality of the RTI program in the schools that respondents worked. This research
begins to answer many questions concerning the perceptions and assessment practices of
school psychologists across Georgia. Findings from this study provide important insight
into school psychologists’ professional practices which is the first step to improving the

accuracy, fidelity, and consistency of SLD identification methods.



INDEX WORDS: Eligibility, Response to Intervention, School Psychologist, Special

Education, Specific Learning Disability



IDENTIFICATION OF SPECIFIC LEARNING DISABILITIES:
GEORGIA SCHOOL PSYCHOLOGISTS’ PERCEPTIONS
by
MARIE UNDERWOOD
B.S. Speech Pathology & Audiology, Idaho State University
M.S. Speech-Language Pathology
ED.S. Leadership and Administration, Lincoln Memorial University
A Dissertation Submitted to the Graduate Faculty of Georgia Southern University in

Partial Fulfillment of the Requirements for the Degree

DOCTOR OF EDUCATION

STATESBORO, GEORGIA

2014



© 2014

Marie Therese Underwood

All Rights Reserved



IDENTIFICATION OF SPECIFIC LEARNING DISABILITIES:

GEORGIA SCHOOL PSYCHOLOGISTS’ PERCEPTIONS

by

MARIE THERESE UNDERWOOD

Major Professor: Teri Denlea Melton

Committee: Mohomodou Boncana

Terry Diamanduros

Electronic Version Approved:

May, 2014



DEDICATION

To Old Coot and Maggie, this never would have been started let alone finished without

you. Thank you for teaching me how to struggle and to love.

-Molly

Vi



ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

The two things I did not realize going into this process were: no one writes
something of this magnitude alone, and I am truly blessed with amazing friends and
family. My husband Con and children Will and Ellen have provided a level of support,
guidance, and love that I could have only found in a devoted family. Unfortunately,
throughout this process | have missed important events and not always had the
availability 1 would have liked. Never once did they ask for more than | was able to give.
I am grateful for each of them and am well aware this research would not have been
completed without them.

The professionals who agreed to serve on my committee provided an amazing
level of support and guidance throughout this process. Dr. Mohomodou Boncana,
challenged me to establish a well-planned and well-executed methodology. | know I
didn’t end up where he thought | would, but I would never have gotten here without his
direction. Dr. Terry Diamanduros, helped me navigate within a profession that is not my
area of study while providing exceptional technical expertise. Finally, my committee
chairmen Dr. Teri Melton provided everything | needed just when | needed it. 1 could
write a book on how to support, mentor, and cajole a student through this process based
on what she demonstrated to me. | am more grateful than words can say that she is in my
life. 1look forward to our next chapter.

Lastly, I wish to thank school psychologists across the state of Georgia. What an
amazing group of experts make up this profession. The leadership of the professional
organizations, GASP and SSTAGE, the entire psychology department of Jackson County

Schools, and several individuals, including Debbie Williamson, contributed their time,

Vi



talents, and incredible knowledge to this important research. Clearly this is a group of

professionals who are prepared and have the expertise to grapple with this complex topic.

viii



TABLE OF CONTENTS
Page
ACKNOWLEDGMENTS ... .ttt it e e e veiee e eeee
LIST OF TABLES. ... e Xii
CHAPTER
1  INTRODUCTION. ...t e e e e eeeneene L
Statement of the Problem..................cocoic . 8

Research QUEeStIoN..........ccveiiiiiiiiie i ceeeeeieneee e, 10

Significance of the Study............coiiiiiiiii 11
PrOCEAUIES. .. .. et e e e et e et e e e e e e 12
Limitations, Delimitations, and Assumptions.......................... 13
Definition of TErMS........ie i e e e 17
SUMMIANY e e e e e e e e e e e e e 20
2  REVIEW OF LITERATURE. ... e 23
History of Special Education Legislation.............................. 23

Specific Learning Disabilities...............cccceveeviiviiviiiiienn. 25

Special Education Eligibility in Georgia................covvvievennnn. 29
Response to INtervention............ccovviiiiiiii e e e e 32
The Role of School Psychologist in RTl..........ccvvvviiiii i, 41

Other Alternative Research-Based Procedures........................ 45
School Psychologists’ perceptions and practices...................... 49

SUMMIANY . e e e e e e e e e e e e e 56



3 METHODOLOGY ...ttt i e e e i iee e einee e eeee. D9
Research QUESHIONS.......c.viei i e e e e e, 59
Research Design........ccoovviiiiiii i eee e e, 60
Sample and Sampling.........oooiiiiiiii 64
Instrumentation...........c.coeeii it e, 0D
Data ColleCtion..........oe e 69
Data Analysis and RepOrting.........ccoveiiviiiiiiiicie e e e, 72
SUMMANY ... e e e e 74

4 RESULTS. .. e e e e eneaenen (T
Interpreting Ordinal Logistic Outcomes...........cccovvvvevvenvennene. 17
FINAINGS. ..o 80
ASSESSMENT PraCtiCeS. ... v et e v 82
RTland SLD Identification............ccoviiiii e, 91
Analyzing Cognitive Process to Evaluate PSW....................... 100
SUMMANY ... e e e e e 105

5 CONCLUSIONS AND IMPLICATIONS 109
Analysis of FINAINGS.......coveiiiiiii e 111
Discussion of FINAINGS.......ovviiii i 114
Conclusions and Implications............ccooooviiiiie e 127
Limitations and Recommendations..............ccoviiiieininienenn, 131

REFERENCES. ... e, 13D



APPENDICES

A

B

Letter of Approval to Use Survey Instrument......................... 149
Letter of Invitation to Participate in Survey.............c..cooevveee. 150
Survey INStrUMEeNt... ... e 151
Survey Alignment to Research Questions............ccccovvvvinvnnn. 171
Short Answers Regarding Analysis of PSW........................... 178
Ordinal Logistic Regression Summary Table......................... 183

Xi



Table 1

Table 2

Table 3

Table 4

Table 5

Table 6

Table 7

Table 8

LIST OF TABLES

Demographic Descriptive StatistiCS.......o.vvvveve i

Criteria Selected for Operationalization of SLD...........................

Ability and Desire to Participate in Various RTI Roles..................

Factors Improved by RTL......coii i e,

OLR Impact of RTI on various Academic Areas...........ccocevevuennnn.
Research Based Approach for Analyzing PSW..............c.ccoeene
Reasons for Not Employing Formal Evaluation of PSW................

Techniques Reported for Informal Evaluation of PSW..................

Xii

Page
82
87
97
98
99
101
102

104



CHAPTER 1
INTRODUCTION

Tucker is an enthusiastic first grade student whose favorite subjects are social
studies and recess. He avoids reading at home and is willing to get in “trouble” at
school to divert attention from the difficulties he is experiencing with learning phonics,
recognizing sight words, and reading aloud. Although Tucker’s teacher assures his
parents at their mid-year conference that he will “catch up,” he continues to struggle
with reading throughout first grade. During the first semester of second grade, Tucker
is tested by the school psychologist. Cognitive testing results reveal that he has a solid
average 1Q. Further testing of Tucker’s reading achievement abilities reveals that
although he is reading below grade-level, the “discrepancy” between his 1Q and
reading achievement scores is not sufficient to meet the state required 20-point
discrepancy necessary for him to qualify to receive special education services.
Therefore, he completes his second grade year without receiving services while
becoming known as a discipline problem who requires frequent office referrals and
parent meetings. By third grade Tucker hates school, refuses to read to his parents at
home, and has frequent absences because of stomach problems. In spite of help from a
tutor, he continues to find reading increasingly frustrating and is not completing his
work at school; further, behavior concerns have begun to escalate. Therefore, at the
end of third grade, Tucker is retested by the school psychologist. Results reveal that he
is still a bright, capable boy with an average 1Q. However, following this assessment
Tucker is found to have a 20-point discrepancy between his I1Q and reading

achievement abilities, making him eligible to receive special education services in the



area of learning disability. Tucker’s parents are grateful that he will now receive
specialized help learning to read.

Tucker’s mother has been unemployed for two years and his father was laid-off
during his third grade year. A job opportunity in another state requires that the family
relocate. After Tucker’s special education records arrive from his previous school, the
new school invites his parents to attend a conference. Following a review of Tucker’s
psychological evaluation, the committee informs his parents that he does not qualify
for LD services in their state. They explain to his parents that their state requires a 25-
point standard-score “‘discrepancy’ rather than the 20-points required by the state in
which they previously had lived (Zirkel & Thomas, 2010). Tucker’s parents cannot
believe that their son is learning disabled in one state and not in another.

Tucker’s parents’ frustrating experience is an all-too-familiar scenario in which a
student and his parents become discouraged and confused by the various requirements
for determining a classification of Specific Learning Disability (SLD), thus qualifying
him to receive specialized instruction.

For years, parents, educational leaders, and psychologists struggled to attain
federally authorized and subsidized services for Learning Disabled (LD) students
(Meyer, 2000). They finally succeeded when the Education of all Handicapped
Children Act (PL94-142) was passed in 1975, encompassing appropriate educational
services for students with special needs, including those classified as having a specific
learning disability (SLD) (Meyer, 2000). Following the enactment of this law, the
percent of total public school enrollment served in special education increased by 8.3

percent between the years 1976-77 and 2004-05 (National Center for Education



Statistics, 2012). Much of this increase was attributed to a rise in the percentage of
students identified as having a learning disability. Students found eligible to be
categorized LD increased from 1.8 percent in 1976-77 to 5.7 percent of the total
population in 2004-05 (Digest of Educational Statistics, 2011), allowing for a mere 2.6
percent increase in all twelve other special education classification areas combined.

Today, students with learning disabilities make up the largest single category of
special needs students. An estimated 4 to7 percent of all school-age students
worldwide have been identified as having a significant learning disability (Buttner &
Hasselhorn, 2011). According to the U.S. Department of Education (USDA, 2010),
well over one-third (38 percent) of students who qualify to receive special education
services are classified as SLD. This establishes SLD classification, by far, the largest
category of special education in the U.S. In 2011, the Georgia Department of
Education reported that 30 percent of all students who qualified to receive special
education services were classified as learning disabled (GaDOE).

Surprisingly, standardized pre-referral interventions, assessment, and
identification procedures for students with specific learning disabilities have yet to be
established. Varying operational definitions and criteria have led to significant
inconsistencies in LD prevalence between states and sometimes even between districts
within states (Fuchs & Fuchs, 2006). Professionals such as school psychologists and
educational leaders continue to struggle almost daily with this lack of a standard
definition of LD and the absence of objective diagnostic criteria. The Individuals with
Disability Education Improvement Act (IDEIA) of 2004 established general processes

for identifying at-risk students and ruling out external factors that may contribute to



academic failure. Federal Regulations (34 CFR § 300.307-309) established in 2006,
required that states establish criteria for classifying a child as SLD according to three
basic criteria; (a) the state must not require the use of a severe discrepancy between
intellectual ability and achievement; (b) must permit the use of a process based on a
child’s response to scientific, research-based interventions; and (c) may permit the use
of other alternative research-based procedures for determining whether a child has a
SLD (Flannagan & Alfonso, 2011). However, the interpretation of these broad-
spectrum recommendations has continued to result in multiple approaches to
assessment and identification procedures (VanDerHeyden, Witt, & Gilbertson, 2007).
Over the last decade, one promising alternative to the 1Q-Achievement
discrepancy model has emerged. Response to Intervention (RTI), a “process based on
the child’s response to scientific, research-based intervention” (IDEIA Act, 2006,
8300.307[a][2],) has arisen as this alternative. Generally, RTI is a multi-tiered cyclical
process (Buttner & Hasselhorn, 2011). Initially, at-risk students are identified through
a screening process which incorporates standardized or non-standardized assessments.
Identified at-risk students receive well-established, research-based intervention for a
fixed period of time. Typically, many of these students demonstrate substantial
progress and require no further support. Students who do not benefit from
interventions are provided more intense interventions which generally occur in very
small groups or individually for a fixed period of time. Following the second and third
intervention period(s), progress is again examined. Students who continue to not
benefit from intensified interventions with progress monitoring data indicating they do

not appear to be closing the academic gap with their same grade peers are referred for



special education evaluation or service. In theory, non-responders are the ones who are
most likely to develop learning disabilities (Buttner & Hasselhorn, 2011).

Current literature outlining the basic construct and methodology for establishing
a Response to Intervention (RTI) program is available. Nevertheless, concerns persist
regarding the limited consistency of RTI practices across schools, districts, and states
(Berkeley, Bender, Peaster, Gregg, & Saunders, 2009; Hale et al., 2010). RTI
programs differ in the following ways: the number of levels or tiers incorporated
throughout the process; qualifications of the person responsible for data analysis,
interpretation, and establishing interventions; qualification and specialized skills of the
person responsible for delivering intervention services; and, whether the RTI process is
considered a precursor to a formal evaluation for SLD eligibility, or in essence the
comprehensive SLD assessment and classification process (Fuchs, Mock, Morgan, &
Young, 2003).

The third option included in the IDEIA regulations for identifying students with
SLD (8 300.307[a]) was the use of alternative research-based procedures. Similar to
other options for the classification of SLD, this alternative remains quite vague
(Flanagan & Alfonso, 2011). Many researchers have interpreted the operationalization
of alternative research based procedures to be the evaluation for a pattern of strengths
and weaknesses (PSW), using tests of academic achievement, cognitive abilities, and
neuropsychological processes for the identification of SLD (Hale et al., 2008; Zirkel &
Thomas, 2010). The PSW approach to the classification of SLD includes three main

variables, an area of low cognitive ability and low achievement, as well as, an



identified area of high cognitive ability (Steubing, Fletcher, Branum-Martin, & Francis,
2012).

Several empirically-based approaches for evaluating profiles of strengths and
weaknesses in cognitive skills have been proposed. Within each model, multiple
cognitive skills are assessed with the goal of discovering a processing weakness that is
related to an achievement domain (Stuebing, Fletcher, Branum, & Francis, 2012).
Importantly, for the identification of SLD to be sound, the weakness must exist within
a set of cognitive and academic strengths (Stuebing et al., 2012; Dekcer, Hale, &
Flanagan, 2013).

Within the state of Georgia, RT1 is currently required as the means to assess the
underachievement of a student prior to determining eligibility for a SLD. In addition to
RTI, Georgia law mandates that an assessment of cognitive processes must also occur
prior to determining special education classification of SLD. Additionally, Georgia
law requires that “the child exhibits a pattern of strengths and weaknesses in
performance, achievement, or both, relative to age, state-approved grade level
standards, and intellectual development.” (Georgia Special Education Rules
Implementation Manual, Part 2, p. 72).

The school psychologist is a significant stakeholder in the implementation of
RT]I, the assessment of cognitive processes, and the interpretation of multiple forms of
outcome data for establishing SLD eligibility. Therefore, further research regarding
the consistency of methods and practices of school psychologists across the state is
needed. An understanding of school psychologists’ current practices and beliefs

regarding learning disabilities, as well as their assessment and identification processes,



is the first step in achieving consistent identification of students presenting with a
possible learning disability. More importantly, failing to capture and understand the
perceptions of practicing psychologists could result in low acceptability and fidelity of
established assessment and SLD identification methods (Machek & Nelson, 2010). At
this time, a void in research exists concerning Georgia psychologists’ perceptions and
beliefs regarding the operational definition (i.e., classification criteria) used to establish
SLD eligibility.

Empirical research indicates that leaving behind the 1Q-Achievement
discrepancy method considered best practice by hundreds of thousands of professionals
for more than a quarter-century has proven to be challenging and somewhat
controversial (Fuchs et al., 2003; Hughes & Dexter, 2011). Furthermore, moving to
the implementation of an RTI model and the assessment of cognitive processing
abilities to evaluate for patterns of strengths and weaknesses with limited definitive
direction has also been a challenge (Fuchs et al., 2003; Hughes & Dexter, 2011).
However, at this time, Georgia law clearly indicates that 1Q-Achievement discrepancy
IS no longer an acceptable assessment practice for determining SLD eligibility.

This study seeks to understand the genuine assessment and classification
practices of school psychologists across the state of Georgia, as well as, explore if the
likelihood of specific perceptions occurring can be predicted based on a variety of
independent variables (e.g., population served, RTI vs. non-RTI school, years since
completion of last degree, and membership in a state/national professional
organization). The first step to operationalizing SLD is to develop a thorough

understanding of the problem; this includes asking direct service providers (e.g.,



practicing school psychologists) to identify the factors, values, and beliefs within the
context of their unique educational environment that impact and influence their
assessment practices (NRCLD, 2007).

For the purposes of this study, the literature will be reviewed to achieve an
understanding of (1) policies and initiatives which lead to the reauthorization of IDEIA
and ultimately the provision for the recommended use of RT], (2) the history and
complexity of classification and identification of SLD, (3) empirical literature
supporting and opposing the RTI model, (4) review of the third option available under
IDEIA, and finally, (5) the prominent role played by school psychologists throughout
the RTI and cognitive evaluation process within the SLD domain.

Statement of the Problem

Although the conceptual definition of SLD has basically remained unchanged
since it was formalized as part of the Education of all Handicapped Children Act (EHCA)
in 1977, the operational definition (i.e., standards of classification) for the identification
of students as LD changed with the reauthorization of IDEIA. The IDEIA
reauthorization act explicitly states that the use of 1Q-Achievement discrepancy model is
not required. Furthermore, the law actively encourages the use of an RTI approach, as
well as providing a third option; the use of other alternative research-based procedures,
for SLD identification. It is important to note, however, that the wording of the new law
provides no specific procedures (i.e., operational definition) for determining SLD
eligibility. Therefore, the responsibility for operationally defining LD falls to each Local

Education Agency (LEA).



Georgia law mandates RTI, the assessment of psychological processes, as well as,
psychologists’ use of professional judgment based on various forms of evidence to
conclude that the child exhibits a pattern of strengths and weaknesses in performance,
achievement, or both prior to determining an SLD classification. Within Georgia’s
implementation manual, general examples of patterns of strength and weakness have
been outlined. However, similar to other areas in IDEIA, PSW have not been
operationally defined within Georgia’s special education regulations. As a result, this
judgment is likewise left to the discretion of each LEA. It is important to develop an
understanding of psychologist’s perceptions regarding these operational definitions and
how they contribute to the identification of students with SLD. This knowledge could
contribute to state education policy, identifying and defining continuing education needs
across the state, as well as contributing to the knowledge base of the school psychologist
profession.

School psychologists are viewed as the leading experts in the area of assessment
and identification of students with SLD. Surveying school psychologists within the state
of Georgia is important because of the unique requirements of Georgia law, as well as,
psychologists’ prominent role in RTI and the SLD classification process. The purpose of
this study is to: (1) provide insights into the perspectives of practicing Georgia school
psychologists regarding various operational components currently used to determine SLD
eligibility in the state of Georgia; (2) develop an understanding of practicing
psychologists perceptions regarding the use of RTI when establishing SLD eligibility; (3)
analyze the impact of various explanatory variables on psychologist’s perceptions; and

(4) determine whether Georgia school psychologists’ are employing empirically-based



models when assessing cognitive processes and evaluating for patterns of strength and
weaknesses as part of the SLD eligibility process.
Research Questions

This research was be guided by the following question: What are the perceptions,
practices, and operational components used by practicing Georgia school psychologists
for determining eligibility under the classification of specific learning disability in all
eight domain areas (oral expression, listen, think, speak, read, write, spell, mathematical
problem solving, and/or calculation)? In addition, the following sub-questions helped
clarify the results:

1. What is the probability that the assessment processes perceived as important by
Georgia school psychologists for establishing SLD eligibility can be accounted for
by various explanatory variables including: population served, RTI vs. non-RTI
school, years since completion of last degree, and membership in a state/national
professional organization?

2. What is the probability that the perceptions of Georgia school psychologists’
regarding the use of RTI for establishing SLD eligibility can be can be accounted
for by various explanatory variables including: population served, RTI vs. non-RTI
school, years since completion of last degree, and membership in a state/national
professional organization?

3. Are practicing Georgia school psychologists incorporating empirically-based
models in their evaluation of patterns of strengths and weaknesses as part of the

SLD eligibility process?
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Significance of the Study

Soliciting the opinions and perceptions of Georgia school psychologists’
regarding the classification and identification of students with specific learning
disabilities is essential for several reasons. First, this study will add to the extremely
limited body of research soliciting the opinions and understanding the genuine practices
of direct service providers, the school psychologist. If district-level leaders and policy
makers do not consider the insights, attitudes, and beliefs of individuals making
assessment and eligibility decisions on a daily basis, it is doubtful that advances in
identification processes will be embraced or faithfully executed.

Second, gaining an understanding of psychologists’ perceptions of assessment
practices and classification criteria currently included for establishing SLD eligibility is
important given the flexibility permitted in IDEIA as well as the unique requirements of
Georgia Law. This information could prove helpful in guiding future policy in the area
of operational components permitted in the SLD classification process within the state of
Georgia. Currently, the leadership at Georgia Association of School psychologists
(GASP) has begun the process of educating and preparing their members to vote on a
recommended state version of SLD identification for Georgia. GASP has expressed a
keen interest in this research to help guide this process and better understand the current
practices of school psychologists’ statewide.

Lastly, the results of this study will provide insight into institutional training
programs and professional development needs of practicing psychologists within the state
of Georgia. Given some of the unique classification requirements within Georgia’s

current law, research outcome from this study could also provide direction to state and

11



local educational leaders concerning areas in needed of further instruction as well as
targeted continuing education recipients based on demographic correlations (i.e., years of
experience, district make-up, and grade levels served).
Procedures

To answer proposed research questions, the researcher designed an ordinal
logistic regression research study. Given that the dependent variable (perceptions) is
primarily measured using a four-point Likert scale (categorical dependent variables with
ordered levels); the researcher determined the use of ordinal logistic regression would
have greater statistical power than multinomial logistic regression (Garson, 2012). This
study will explore the perceptions of practicing Georgia school psychologists regarding
the operational components, assessment practices, and the use of RTI for determining
SLD classification. Additionally, this study will explore if the probability of
psychologists’ perceptions and practices occurring can be accounted for by various
explanatory variables (e.g., population served, RTI vs. non-RTI school, years since
completion of last degree, and membership in a state/national professional organization).
Finally, this study will provide an understanding of psychologists’ use of empirically-
based models when assessing cognitive processes and evaluating for patterns of strength
and weaknesses as well as determine if a relationship exists with established independent
variables.

Given that the outcomes of interest in this research (e.g., school psychologists’
perceptions) are measured primarily on a four-point ordinal scale, the researcher
determined that the most appropriate design would be ordinal logistic regression. The

use of traditional ordinal least squares technique would require ordinal scale data to be
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treated as continuous (Liu, 2008) and the use of the traditional binary logistic regression
model would require the data be combined into dichotomous ordinal categories (DeCarlo,
2003). The researcher determined that ignoring the distinct ordinal nature of the
dependent variable would result in loss of useful information and potentially lead to
misleading results. Therefore, the use of ordinal logistic regression design provided a
broader analysis of ordinal categorical dependent variables (Liu, 2008). Ordinal logistic
regression design allowed the researcher to compare the probability of a particular
response occurring at or above a particular level of the ordinal response variable as a
function of one or more of the predictor variable(s) (DeCarlo, 2003; Liu, 2008).

Limited research soliciting school psychologists’ assessment practices and
perceptions of the use of RTI, and operational components necessary for determining
SLD eligibility is available at this time. Of the available research, three studies (e.qg.,
Mechek & Nelson, 2007; Mechek & Nelson, 2010; Speece & Shekita, 2002) utilized the
same core survey to conduct their research. For this reason, access to the survey
originally conducted by Speece and Shekita (2002) and modified by Mechek and Nelson
(2007, 2010) was successfully acquired for this study. This research will incorporate a
modified version of Mechek and Nelson’s (2007) survey instrument as the basis for this
study. A web-based survey was chosen as the means for data collection because it will
be the most efficient manner to invite practicing school psychologists within the state of
Georgia to participate (deVaus, 2002).

Limitations, Delimitations, and Assumptions
In order to avoid misconceptions and misinterpretation of research data and

findings, it is imperative to acknowledge constraints present within research. Research
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inherently requires the investigator to delimit the study in order to enable a specific focus.
Assumptions about the research process are also, at times, necessary to allow research to
progress. Therefore, it is assumed that limitations that curtail the generalizability of
research results will exist. The limitations, delimitations, and assumptions inherent to
this research are outlined within this section.

One limitation of this study is the lack of availability of e-mail access for potential
participants. At this time the Georgia Department of Education reports that a
comprehensive list of all practicing school psychologists throughout Georgia does not
exist. Although, every effort was made by the researcher to compile a comprehensive list
using a variety of sources, some practicing psychologists were not be identified. This
research project will be most effective if the population is made up of most if not all
practicing school psychologists’ and not limited simply to psychologists’ who are
members of national or state professional organizations. Furthermore, this research may
be limited by the type of responders who may self-select based on their knowledge and/or
interest in the topic. Therefore, the nature of the survey instrument may result in
responders who are interested and informed on the controversy surrounding the
operationalization of Specific Learning Disabilities (SLD). However, as the researcher
made personal contacts throughout the state to request e-mail addresses, psychologists’
awareness of the upcoming survey has been heightened. This may result in an increased
response rate.

An additional limitation of this study could potentially be sample size. Given the
reported number of practicing school psychologists in the state (N=769) a minimum

sample size of 270 is required for generalizability across the state. Moreover, a variety of
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demographic variables (e.g., school district characteristics, membership of years in
professional organization) will need to be considered to allow for results to be
generalized. Additionally, this researcher was required to weigh the benefits of random
sampling procedures vs. limiting generalizability due to the use of a self-selected sample.
Although utilizing random sampling would be optimal, this researcher chose to include a
self-selected sample in an effort to meet sample size requirements. Several strategies
have been employed to maximize the response rate of psychologists. These include: (1)
an e-mailed invitation will be sent to each potential respondent with an explanation of the
survey and the URL link; (2) confidentiality and anonymity will be ensured and outlined
in the invitation; (3) results will be made available to all respondents; (4) respondents will
have the option to save a partially completed survey and return at a later day/time to
complete; and (5) follow up reminder to all non- or partial-responders will occur at two
weeks, and again at four weeks after the initial survey has been sent (deVVaus, 2002).
This research is delimited to practicing school psychologists within the state of
Georgia. Although this minimizes generalizability to other states, the unique features of
Georgia special education law naturally limit generalizability to other states. This
research could, however, be generalizable to states that are considering changes in special
education policy or law regarding the operationalization of specific learning disabilities.
This study was also delimited to perceptions of school psychologists’ regarding
the classification and identification of students with specific learning disabilities.
Responses of perceptions will be delimited by responder’s knowledge of Georgia special
education law and classification/definitional issued surrounding SLD. Survey questions

have been constructed with brief explanations of these specific concepts as appropriate to
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minimize this delimitation. Additionally, responders are questioned regarding their
knowledge of the law and classification issues prior to answering. Therefore, this
delimitation can be taken into consideration during the data analysis process.

Three main assumptions have been made throughout this research project. First,
it is assumed that following the validation process, the instrument should measure what it
is theoretically constructed to measure. To minimize this assumption, construct validity
will be increased by an initial review and revisions of the survey instrument with two
experts on Georgia SLD guidelines, RTI, and assessment for PSW, followed by a pilot
study with all practicing psychologists’ within one Georgia school district (N=5). The
second assumption of this research is that participants will be honest, open, and forthright
in their survey responses. The complete anonymous nature of the survey should help to
minimize this assumption. The final assumption is that participants will have the
opportunity to determine if they will participate in the e-mailed survey. At this time,
most school districts have robust filters in place to minimize spam. Therefore, the
researcher will be unaware if a psychologist receives the survey request or if it is sent to
spam. This assumption will be minimized in part by the requirement of the researcher to
conduct personal contacts with a minimum of one individual in each district to obtain e-
mail addresses. Heightened awareness of the survey request as well as one successful e-
mail contact should increase various schools E-mail filters acceptance of the survey e-

mail request.
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Definition of Terms
For the purposes of this study, the following terms will be defined.

Conceptual Definition of Specific Learning Disability (SLD). The conceptual definition
of SLD is the definition currently outlined in established special education law.
(Mechek & Nelson, 2007).

Continuous Progress Monitoring. Continuous progress monitoring is a process in which
student progress is assessed on a regular and frequent basis in order to identify
when inadequate growth trends might indicate a need for increasing the level of
instructional support to the student (Togut, 2012).

Disproportionality. Disproportionality is defined as a disproportionate representation of
minorities and other subgroups in special education (Georgia Department of
Education, 2011).

Eligibility Determination. Eligibility determination is the process that occurs after an
evaluation has been completed and the parents of the child as well as other
eligibility team members determining whether the child evaluated presents with a
disability (Georgia DOE, 34, C.F.R. §300.306(a)(1) (2007).

Evaluation. Evaluation is the procedures used to determine whether a child has a
disability and the nature and extent of the special education and related services
that the child needs (Georgia DOE, 34, C.F.R. §300.306(a)(1), 2007).

Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA). IDEA replaced EHCA in 1990 with
an emphasis on student’s needs as opposed to their disabilities. IDEA required
states and various public agencies to establish proper procedures for early

intervention, special education, and related services to children who present with

17



disabilities, from birth to 21 years of age (IDEA, 42, U.S.C. § 1432 (1); 8 1412
(@)(1), 2004).

Implementation Fidelity. Implementation fidelity is specific procedures required through
RT]I for regular documentation of the level of implementation (e.g., were
modifications of the teaching practices implemented consistently with a high
degree of accuracy) of each of the features of the model (Togut, 2012).

No Child Left Behind. No Child Left Behind (NCLB) was the reauthorization of the
Elementary and Secondary Education Act, which required states to ensure teacher
quality and establish student performance standards. The law established
accountability for student outcome and improved inclusiveness and equitability of
American education (US Dept. of Education, 2004).

Operational Definition: An operational definition is guidelines that help to establish a
clear understanding of a concept or phenomenon so it can be unambiguously
measured (discoverésigma.org).

Operational Definition of SLD: For the purposes of this study, the operational definition
of specific learning disability will be defined as the classification criteria used in
the process of identifying a student as having a learning disability based on

current Georgia regulations (O.C.G.A. § 20-2-152; 20-2-240, 2010).

Perceptions: For the purposes of this study, perceptions will be defined as the process by
which psychologists translate their impressions into a coherent and unified view
of the classification of specific learning disabilities. Though sometimes

perceptions are based on incomplete, unverified, or at times unreliable
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information, perceptions equate with reality for most practical purposes and,
therefore, guide human behavior (deVaus, 2002).

Progress Monitoring. Progress monitoring is a scientifically-based practice used to
assess students' academic performance and determine the effectiveness of
instruction. This process involves collecting and analyzing data to determine
student progress toward specific skills or general outcome measurements, make
instructional decisions, and analyze (Fuchs & Fuchs, 2006)

Response to Intervention. Response to Intervention (RTI) is a systematic decision-
making process designed to allow for early and effective responses to children’s
learning and behavioral difficulties, provide children with a level of instructional
intensity matched to their level of need and then provide a data-based method for
evaluating the effectiveness instructional approaches from scientifically validated
research (Togut, 2012).

Scientifically-Based Research. Scientifically-based research applies rigorous, systematic,
and objective procedures to interventions that are supported by logical, empirical
methods that draw on observation or experiment, rigorous data analyses to test
stated hypothesis, and justify the general conclusions drawn. Additionally, a
scientifically-based technique relies on measurement or observational methods
that provide valid data across evaluations and observers that has been accepted by
peer-review journal or approved panel of independent experts through a

comparably rigorous, objective and scientific review (IDEA, 42 U.S.C. §9832).
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Special Education. Special education is specially designed instruction, at no cost to the
parents to meet the unique needs of a child with a disability (IDEA, 2004, 42
U.S.C. 8300.26).

Specific Learning Disability. "The term 'specific learning disability’ means a disorder in
one or more of the basic psychological processes involved in understanding or in
using language, spoken or written, which disorder may manifest itself in the
imperfect ability to listen, think, speak, read, write, spell, or do mathematical
calculations. Such term includes such conditions as perceptual disabilities, brain
injury, minimal brain dysfunction, dyslexia, and developmental aphasia. Such
term does not include a learning problem that is primarily the result of visual,
hearing, or motor disabilities, of mental retardation, of emotional disturbance, or
of environmental, cultural, or economic disadvantage.” (IDEA, 2004, 20 U.S.C.
§1401 [30])

Universal Screening. Universal screenings is a process used in RTI approaches, to
systematically evaluate the performance of all students to identify those who are
(a) making adequate progress, (b) at some risk of failure if not provided extra
assistance, or (c) at high risk of failure if not provided specialized supports
(McCook, 2006).

Chapter Summary
The federal definition of SLD has remained essentially unchanged for the past 30
years. Additionally, federal and state regulations have utilized somewhat vague and
ambiguous terms when establishing classification criteria for SLD. Historically, students

who demonstrated poor performance in academics were evaluated and often identified as
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have a learning disability using an 1Q-Achievement discrepancy approach (Flanagan &
Alphonso, 2011). IDEIA provided three major options for the classification of SLD,
including; (1) discrepancy between cognitive ability and academic achievement, (2)
Response to Intervention (RTI), and/or (3) the use of other alternative research-based
procedures (Flanagan & Alphonso, 2011). Given that interpretation of IDEIA is
primarily the responsibility of each individual state, Georgia has mandated that the 1Q-
Achievement discrepancy model is no longer recognized as an acceptable operational
component in the classification of SLD. Furthermore, Georgia requires RTI with
additional assessment of cognitive processes, as well as, psychologists’ professional
judgment to determine if the student exhibits a pattern of strengths and weaknesses in
performance prior to determining eligibility for a SLD. It has therefore, become the
responsibility of local education agencies and school psychologists throughout the state
to operationally define SLD based on those guidelines.

The school psychologist is a vital stakeholder in all aspects of the RTI, the
comprehensive evaluation, and, the SLD eligibility process. Therefore, the focus of this
study is to develop an understanding of school psychologists’ current perceptions
regarding the classification of learning disabilities, as well as their assessment and
identification practices. For the purposes of this study, perceptions will be defined as the
process by which psychologists translate their impressions into a coherent and unified
view of the classification of specific learning disabilities. Though sometimes perceptions
are based on incomplete, unverified, or at times unreliable information, perceptions
equate with reality for most practical purposes and therefore, guide human behavior

(deVaus, 2002). It is vital that the perceptions of practicing psychologists across the state
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of Georgia be understood in an effort to improve the accuracy, fidelity, and consistency
of SLD identification methods as well as, recognize possible training institution and

professional development needs state-wide.
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CHAPTER 2
REVIEW OF LITERATURE

Special education is an academic initiative aimed at providing services to
students who present with mental, physical, or emotional disabilities. It is specialized
instruction designed to meet the unique needs of each individual student based on his
or her exceptional disability. Today, public schools are required to provide special
education services for all children ages three through 21 who are identified with a
qualifying disability in thirteen distinct categories including; autism, deaf-blindness,
deafness, emotional disturbance, hearing impairment, mental retardation, multiple
disabilities, orthopedic impairment, other health impaired, speech or language
impairment, traumatic brain injury, and visual impairment including blindness. Present
day disability laws, including special education, can be traced back to the Social
Security Disability Act of 1956, which was the first disability law in the U.S.
mandating benefits for individuals with handicapping conditions (Holdnack & Weiss,
2006). Understanding the history of disability law allows educators to develop an
appreciation for the evolution of the language written for identifying disabilities
including specific learning disabilities (Holdnack & Weiss, 2006).

History of Special Education Legislation

Before the Education of All Handicapped Children Act (EHCA) was enacted in
1975, public schools in the United States provided special education services for one
out of every five children with a disability (U.S. Dept. of Education, n.d.). Prior to
1975, many state laws prohibited students with certain disabilities from attending

public school. These disabilities included students who were blind, deaf, emotionally
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disturbed, or mentally retarded (National Council on Disability, 2000). At the point
that EHCA was enacted, more than 1 million children in the U.S. did not have access to
free public education (National Council on Disability, 2000). In addition, an estimated
3.5 million children attended schools where they received nominal instruction in
segregated facilities (National Council on Disability, 2000). The primary intent of
EHCA legislation was to ensure proper identification of students with a disability and
to guarantee those students proper educational services (lkeda, 2012).

In 1990, the EHCA was replaced by the Individuals with Disabilities Education
Act (IDEA) in an attempt to focus on individual students’ needs, as opposed to their
disabilities. The focus of this law changed from providing access to free public
education to accountability and improving results (Bradley & Danielson, 2004).
Essential to improving results was ensuring accurate and early identification of
children presenting with a disability (Bradley & Danielson, 2004). IDEA required
states and various public agencies to establish proper procedures for early intervention,
special education, and related services to children who present with disabilities, from
birth to 21 years of age (IDEA regulations, 1990, § 1432 (1); § 1412 (a)(1)).

IDEA was reauthorized in 2004, becoming the Individuals with Disability
Education Improvement Act (IDEIA) ensuring it aligned with the No Child Left
Behind Act (NCLB, 2002). One of the main results of this law was establishing
guidelines for SLD identification. After IDEIA was enacted into law, the states had
three options for the identification of students with SLD: (1) permit or prohibit severe
discrepancy, (2) require or allow response to scientific based interventions, and (3)

permit or omit the use of other alternative research-based procedures (IDEA
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regulations, 2008, § 300.307(a); Zirkel, 2010). This is the occasion in which IDEIA
explicitly recognized “the use of a process based on the child’s response to scientific,
research-based intervention” (e.g., RTI) (IDEA regulations, 2006, § 300.307(a)(2)). It
IS important to note, however, that the conceptual definition of learning disabilities
used in IDEIA remained fundamentally unchanged from the definition used by the U.S.
Office of Education for EHCA in 1977 (Machek & Nelson, 2007).

Specific Learning Disabilities

In 1895, Scottish ophthalmologist James Hinshelwood was one of the first
professionals to formally observe and identify the characteristics of learning disabilities
in the area of reading. Hinshelwood reported “word blindness” or severe reading
difficulties in children with normal intelligence which was not organic in nature but the
result of abnormal brain development (Meyer, 2000).

In 1963, Samuel Kirk presented a paper entitled “Learning Disabilities” to a
group of educators and parents at a conference for the Exploration into the Problems of
the Perceptually Handicapped child (Flanagan & Alfonso, 2011). In his paper, Kirk
(1963) defined LD as:

a retardation, disorder, or delayed development in one or more of the

processes of speech, language, reading, writing, arithmetic, or other

school subjects resulting from a psychological handicap caused by a

possible cerebral dysfunction and/or emotional or behavioral

disturbances. It is not the result of mental retardation, sensory

deprivation, or cultural and instructional factors. (p. 263)
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Conditions today are not all that different from Hinshelwood and Kirk’s era.
Students classified as LD are found to demonstrate poor performance in reading,
written expression (including spelling), and/or mathematics that cannot be explained by
external factors or their potential to learn (Buttner & Hasselhorn, 2011). Based on the
exclusionary factors outlined in IDEIA, this unexpectedness of a student’s
underachievement is reflected in the absence of intellectual disability, sensory
impairment, emotional disturbance, cultural deprivation, or inadequate instruction
(Buttner & Hasselhorn, 2011; National Association of School Psychologists, n.d.).

Strong empirical evidence across multiple researchers from a variety of
professions supports the validity of learning disabilities (Bradley & Danielson, 2004;
Fuchs & Fuchs, 2006; Holdnack & Weiss, 2006; Mercer, Jordan, Allison, & Marcer,
1996). Researchers and practitioners agree students who had average or above average
I1Q had the ability to learn; therefore, their failure to learn was both unpredicted and
inexplicable. Children with less ability, such as slow learners or students with low-
average intelligence, could not be expected to learn as well because their potential was
less and, therefore, their difficulties in learning could be explained (Meyer, 2000).

As far back as the 19" century, it was assumed that a connection between ability
and achievement should be evident when evaluating a child suspected of having a
learning disability. Given this prevailing assumption, identifying a severe discrepancy
in achievement and cogpnitive ability in the absence of other handicapping conditions
became the primary classification criteria for determining SDL (Meyer, 2000). For

more than three decades the main operational definition of SLD has been the

26



discrepancy criterion. Discrepancy was first introduced by Bateman (1966) in her
definition of LD which was later formalized as part of the federal regulation as:

(1) The child does not achieve commensurate with his or her age and ability

when provided with appropriate educational experiences, and (2) the child has a

severe discrepancy between achievement and intellectual ability in one or more

areas relating to communication skills and mathematics ability. (p. 102)

It was problematic, however, that Federal regulation as well as other clinical
diagnostic systems (i.e., DSM-I11) did not provide numeric values or formulas to
measure or determine this “discrepancy” (Meyer, 2000). As a result, states began to
establish their own criteria regarding the level of discrepancy between 1Q and ability or
achievement that constituted a SLD (Meyer, 2000). This resulted in inconsistent
diagnosis and placement of students in special education.

Throughout the years, opponents of the 1Q-Achievement discrepancy model
presented several criticisms of this approach to establishing SLD eligibility. These
criticisms have included: (a) the model implies that despite very poor academic
performance, some students do not require specialized instruction in their area of need
because the discrepancy between their intelligence and academic achievement is less
than required for an LD classification (Buttner & Hasselhorn, 2011); (b) controversial
issues associated with tests of intelligence indicating 1Q scores are potentially
influenced by income, race, nutrition, education, and/or sex (Buttner & Hasselhorn,
2011; Fuchs & Fuchs, 2006; Meyer, 2000); (c) inconsistencies due to discrepancies in
identification methods and measurements between, and at times within, states’ results

in wide-spread variance in prevalence of SLD (e.g., KY, 2.96 percent; GA, 3.29
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percent; CT, 4.93 percent; MA, 7.88 percent ; NM, 8.41 percent; and RI, 9.46 percent)
(McCook, 2006; O’Donnell & Miller, 2011); (d) difficulty with psychologists’
consistent use of objective decision making (McCook, 2006; O’Donnell & Miller,
2011); and (e) 1Q-Achievement discrepancy provides limited information to educators
regarding how to devise a plan of appropriate and effective intervention for LD
students, such as an Individualized Education Plan (IEP) (Berkeley et al., 2009; Buttner
& Hasselhorn, 2011).

The ineffectiveness of the ability-achievement discrepancy model for the
identification of SLD in a reliable and valid manner was well summarized by
Ysseldyke (2005),

Professional associations, advocacy groups, and government agencies have

formed task forces and task forces on the task forces to study identification of

students with LD. We have had mega-analyses of meta-analyses and syntheses
of syntheses. Nearly all groups have reached the same conclusion: There is little
empirical support for test-based discrepancy models in identification of students

as LD. (p. 125)

Despite these and other criticisms, in many states, the 1Q-Achievement
discrepancy approach continues to be a part, if not most, of the identification process
for students suspected of having a SLD. In a survey of all state and non-state
jurisdictions, Ahearn (2008) found that only six (Colorado, Delaware, Georgia,
Indiana, lowa, and West Virginia) of the responding 49 states prohibited the use of

severe discrepancy when determining SLD eligibility.
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One major change that occurred with the reauthorization of IDEIA was the
elimination of the need to demonstrate a severe discrepancy between a student’s
cognitive ability, generally measured using 1Q, and his/her achievement (Cortiella,
2010). This change was an attempt to clarify SLD classification and identification
procedures. However, the criterion used to identify LD students continues to vary
considerably among, and often within, states throughout the United States (Zirkel &
Thomas, 2010). By allowing states to institute different approaches to SLD
identification, the reauthorization of IDEIA has resulted in ongoing confusion and poor
alignment of classification and identification practices (Buttner & Hasselhorn, 2011).
IDEIA explicitly states that the use of an 1Q-Achievement discrepancy model is
not required. Although the new wording in IDEIA discouraging the use of a discrepancy
formula for SLD identification was not unexpected, the law did not go so far as to
prohibit its use. The fact that the law does not specify a process required for classifying a
student as SLD is indicative of the complexity of this issue. As a result, the responsibility
of establishing SLD eligibility criteria has again been left to states and their local
education agencies (LEA) (Machek & Nelson, 2007).
SLD Special Education Eligibility in Georgia

Any special education classification determined under IDEIA cannot be based on
any one single criterion (i.e., single test, assessment, observation, or report). The
National Association of School Psychologists (NASP) position statement regarding the
Identification of Students with SLD states: “The primary purposes of a comprehensive
[psychological] evaluation are to determine if the child has a SLD, and to make

recommendations regarding educational placement and instruction interventions” (p. 2).
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The focus of an SLD assessment is to gather functional, developmental, and academic
information, assist in determining if the child has a SLD, and, define the child’s specific
educational needs (NASP, n.d.). The comprehensive evaluation of a student suspected of
having a SLD must include a variety of assessment tools and strategies. Additionally,
IDEIA requires input from student’s parents and an observation of the student’s academic
performance and behavior in the general education classroom (Georgia Special Education
Rules Implementation Manual, 2011).

The eligibility team is made up of a group of qualified professionals which should
include; parents, a general education classroom teacher, and a person, or persons
qualified to conduct individual diagnostic evaluations using instruments that meet state
and LEA requirements. Following completion of the evaluation, this team will come
together to determine if a student meets the requirements necessary to receive special
education services under any of the thirteen available classification areas. Assessments
and all other evaluation materials must be administered by trained and knowledgeable
personnel in accordance with any instructions provided by the producer of the
assessments (IDEA, 2004; NASP, n.d.).

The state of Georgia utilizes an “integrated approach” to the identification of
students with SLD. Therefore, within the state of Georgia, RTI (Georgia Pyramid of
Intervention) is mandated prior to requesting a referral for a comprehensive
psychological evaluation. The Georgia Department of Special Education Rules
Implementation Manual (2011) states that mandating RTI prior to referral for a cognitive
based assessment ensures that the school has “addressed the immediate

underachievement a student demonstrates prior to the determination of eligibility for
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special education” (Georgia DOE, 2011, p. 54). As a result, the Georgia SLD eligibility
process depends on excellent fidelity of implementation of RT1 interventions. Therefore,
documentation of fidelity of interventions and student progress monitoring is necessary to
fulfill state eligibility requirements. RTI is utilized by Georgia to demonstrate that a
student continues to perform academically below his/her age-appropriate peers in their
instructional setting and their rate of learning lags behind that of their same-grade peers
following systematic intervention. It becomes imperative that schools implement and
document research-based interventions that are matched to the student’s specific needs
prior to referral for a comprehensive evaluation. Fidelity of interventions and progress
monitoring is required as part of the Georgia eligibility determination documentation to
establish an SLD eligibility.

RT]I is not the sole factor for determining eligibility under the SLD classification
within the state of Georgia. The Georgia Implementation manual specifically states:

The SLD student demonstrates unexpected low achievement relative to

aptitude or ability. These students display distinct patterns of strengths

and weaknesses, and evidence must show that the students’ processing

deficits impact their areas of educational deficit. Notable, unexplainable

profound inconsistencies make SLDs stand out. (Georgia Department of

Education, 2011, p. 71)

At this time a working model for the operationalization of patterns of strengths
and weaknesses (PSW) has not been proposed by the state of Georgia. Additionally,
Georgia has not recommended the use of specific research-based models for analyzing

cognitive ability or cognitive processing data to determine if PSW are significant, thereby
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qualifying the student to receive specialized instruction (i.e., special education). It
remains the responsibility of each local education agency (LEA) or individual school
psychologists to define a conceptual rule for determining PSW. This research will assist
in developing an understanding of Georgia psychologists’ assessment practices and
current methods used for determining the significance of various PSW when classifying a
student as SLD.
Response to Intervention
Response to Intervention (RTI) was originally developed as a strategy for
remediation of slow learners in the area of reading for kindergarten through third grade
(Fuchs & Vaughn, 2012). The majority of policy makers who promoted RTI were also
recognized authorities behind Reading First, a major facet of No Child Left Behind
(2002) (Fuchs & Fuchs, 2006; Fuchs & Vaughn, 2012). Consequently, RTI was
originally viewed as a means of providing early intervention to address reading
difficulties (Fuchs & Fuchs, 2006). With the ratification of IDEIA, RTI quickly
became the acceptable process for the identification of students, aged kindergarten to
21years, in all eight major areas under SLD classification (i.e., oral expression,
listening comprehension, written expression, basic reading skills, reading fluency
skills, reading comprehension, mathematics calculation, and mathematics problem
solving) (Cortiella, 2010).
RTI refers to an established set of criterion used for identification and decision
making of students who are at-risk of academic failure. It does not, however, designate
a particular set of processes or procedures that should be observed (VanDerHeyden,

Witt, & Gilbertson, 2007). Theoretically, when RTI is provided with fidelity, data-
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based decisions regarding a student’s response or non-response to established
interventions will guide service delivery decisions, including, at times, placement in
special education. RTI is a multi-tier approach, typically ranging from two to four tiers
in which students move up (or down) receiving increasing (or decreasing) levels of
intensity of instruction and interventions (Fuchs & Fuchs, 2006; Ikeda, 2012;
O’Connor & Freeman, 2012; Ysseldyke, 2005). Essential components of an RTI
program include; (1) research-scientific based core curriculum for all students, (2)
universal screening, (3) continuous progress monitoring to ensure clear documentation
of students’ progress, (4) multiple tiers, and (5) instructional fidelity at all tiers,
achieved through systematic monitoring of the integrity of interventions and instruction
(Berkelye et al., 2009; Hughes & Dexter, 2011; National Center on Response to
Intervention, 2010; Zirkel, 2011).
Tiers of Intervention
The number of tiers necessary to determine an adequate intervention has occurred
has been the center of some debate. While no approach has been empirically proven to
be the most effective, numerous models of RTI are conceptualized based on a three-tier
model (Kaplan, 2011; Mellard et al., 2010). The RTI team has several options for
increasing the level of intensity of interventions within and between tiers. Examples of
options for increasing intervention intensity include: (1) utilizing more systematic,
teacher-centered, clear (e.g., scripted) instruction; (2) increasing the frequency of
instruction; (3) increasing the duration of instruction; (4) establishing smaller,
homogenous groups; and/or (5) providing instruction and interventions by specialized,

highly skilled professionals (Fuchs & Fuchs, 2006).
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Within the RTI framework, tier one is viewed as the primary prevention level in
which schools provide access to scientifically-based core academic instruction for all
students (Berkeley et al., 2009; Hughes & Dexter, 2011; Mellard et al., 2010).
Approximately 80 percent of student’s academic needs can be met at tier one (Berkeley et
al., 2009). Universal screening is viewed as a critical component for identifying students
who are at risk for experiencing academic difficulties within the RTI model.
Unfortunately, at this time there are no empirically supported guideline for criteria (e.qg.,
cut score, percentile rank, or quartile) that should be used to identify at-risk learners at
tier one (Hughes & Dexter, 2011).

Tier two, the secondary intervention tier, involves approximately 15 percent of
the student population. Typically this tier is characterized by increased levels of intensity
of instruction with a targeted small group or more intensive research based interventions
and more frequent progress monitoring (Berkeley et al., 2009; Mellard et al, 2010). Itis
important to note that tier two interventions and progress monitoring do not supplant, but
are in addition to tier one (Hughes & Dexter, 2011). Students who do not respond
adequately to the increased intervention intensity at tier two are referred to tier three.

The group of students at tier three is very small, generally made up of no more
than 5 percent of the total school population (Berkeley et al., 2009; Fuchs & Fuchs, 2006;
Hughes & Dexter, 2011; Mellard et al., 2010). Tier three is characterized by the most
rigorous intervention setting with intense, very small group, or individualized instruction.
Students at tier three are progress monitored on a very frequent, typically weekly basis
(Berkeley et al., 2009). At tier three, students who do not demonstrate improvement with

a rate of growth trajectory that predicts they will close the achievement gap with their
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same-grade peers are referred for a special education evaluation (Fuchs & Fuchs, 2006;
Hughes & Dexter, 2011).
RTI Approaches

Currently, there are two major approaches to decision making within the RTI
model: (1) the Standard Protocol Approach which has been promoted by prevention or
early intervention researchers (Burns, 2005; Fuchs & Fuchs, 2006; Fuchs et al., 2003),
and (2) the Problem Solving Approach, which typically is promoted by behaviorally-
oriented school psychologists. Although there are distinct differences between these
approaches, most RTI models described in literature are a blend of the two (Burns, 2005;
O’Connor & Freeman, 2012). More importantly, both models can fit within a problem
solving framework. “The fundamental difference [in the two approaches]...is the level of
individualization and depth of problem analysis that occurs prior to the selection, design,
and implementation of an intervention” (Christ, Burns, & Ysseldyke, 2005, p. 2). In
summary, the standard protocol approach employs research-based interventions selected
from a bank of choices in which students with similar difficulties are grouped, while the
problem solving approach utilized decision making teams to determine research-based
interventions that are designed specifically for that individual student (Berkeley et al.,
2009).

Standard Protocol Approach. The standard protocol approach determines the
responsiveness to intervention for groups of at-risk students who present with similar
difficulties. This approach emphasizes scientifically-based classroom intervention and

trial group designs for clusters of at-risk students (Kaplan, 2011). “A Standard-Protocol
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Approach to RTI requires the use of the same empirically validated treatment for all
children with similar problems in a given domain” (Fuchs et al., 2003, p. 166).

Carney and Stiefel (2008) outlined several benefits to this RTI model including:
(a) efficiency of training educators to conduct one intervention with accuracy, (b) large
numbers of students are able to participate in intervention protocols resulted in a limited
need for additional personnel, and (c) group analysis allows for comparison of student
assessment data compared to established aim-line criteria. The Standard Protocol
approach is often favored by leaders due to a perceived increase in the degree of fidelity
with established interventions based on the standardized methods, structure, and training
involved (Schwierjohn, 2011). However, as Wanzek and Vaughn (2007) pointed out,
several key elements must be in place for this RTI approach to be successful. These
features include: (a) interventions directly related to specific skill deficit with improved
outcomes, (b) a well-defined curriculum that is clearly aligned with student needs, and (c)
intervention procedures are provided to students by personnel trained in specific
protocols. Without the use of standard protocols, the other elements of this RTI model
will become much less effective.

Collaborative problem solving approach. Collaborative problem solving is
defined by Burns et al., (2005) as “a systematic approach in which a problem is
conceptualized and identified, factors that contribute to the problem are analyzed,
interventions are designed, and strategies are implemented and evaluated” (p. 92).
Typically this model is comprised of decision-making teams whose members may consist
of general education teachers, special education teachers, administrators, speech-

language pathologists, school psychologists, and parents (Berkeley et al., 2009; Fuchs &
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Fuchs, 2006). The assumptions underlying this approach to student learning are: (1)
every child can learn, (2) collaboration is the theoretical basis, (3) the emphasis is
problem solving rather than finding or labeling (Berkeley et al., 2009; Burns et al., 2005;
Fuchs & Fuchs, 2006), and (4) the use of evaluation data to assess the effectiveness of
interventions will improve their quality as well as student outcome (Burns et al., 2005).

Within the collaborative problem solving model, significant emphasis and effort
is made to individualize assessment and interventions throughout the RTI process. As
Fuchs and Fuchs (2006) noted, this also has the potential to be a weakness. Without
adequate structures and support, the potential exists for the lack of knowledge and
expertise required to establish a sound intervention and assessment plan for each student.
RTI teams may not possess this level of expertise in areas such as: clinical judgment,
knowledge of multiple forms of assessments and interventions, and the ability to
accurately measure the effectiveness of an intervention. They then run the risk of
inadequately managing or defining students’ academic needs (Burns et al., 2005;
O’Connor & Freeman, 2012).

The collaborative problem solving model has become part of best practices
guidelines for school psychologists. Alan and Garden (2002) clearly outlined school
psychologists’ role as consultants and service providers within this model. Providing
leadership in establishing collaborative problem solving teams is proposed as “a useful
way for school psychologists to conceptualize and organize their (entire) service delivery
practice” (p. 565). Within this approach, although roles and responsibilities vary, all
contributors participate actively in all levels of the RTI process with the school

psychologist typically serving in a leadership role.
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System level support beyond the role of school psychologist is critical for the
implementation of a collaborative problem-solving model to yield long-term success and
truly impact student achievement. Variables that have the potential to impact the success
or failure of this model include: (1) sufficient resources, (2) incentives for staff to
actively participate in the problem solving process, (3) motivations for staff to effectively
implement intervention plans and progress monitoring with fidelity, and (4) adequate
time allocated for collaboration to occur (Allen & Graden, 2002; O’Connor & Freeman,
2012). Without district level support, the viability and sustainability of the collaborative
problem solving approach to RTI implementation is highly questionable.

RTI in Georgia

Student Support Teams (SST) in Georgia originated as the result of the 1984
federal lawsuit Marshall v. Georgia (Rogers, 2010; Student Support Team Guidelines,
2011). This court ruling dealt primarily with the disproportionate identification and
placement of minority students in special education. Although Georgia prevailed in the
overall case, a deficiency in Georgia’s special education identification process was
revealed. Georgia had not established a consistent procedure for students to receive
individualized academic assistance in the regular education classroom. Instead, students
who required academic assistance were frequently removed from the general education
classroom and automatically placed in Special Education (Rogers, 2010; Student Support
Team Guidelines, 2011). As a result of Marshall v. Georgia, the state mandated that a
SST should be established in all K-12 public schools. The state’s commitment was
accepted by the court, resulting in the formation of SST as a permanent injunction in

Georgia. Tier three of Georgia’s RTI process is clearly defined as SST; thereby,
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complying with the court’s ruling. Marshall v. Georgia was appealed to the 11" Circuit
Court of Appeals, but the court refused to hear it. Therefore, SST is not a nation-wide
requirement. It is, however, binding for all public schools in Georgia. (SST Guidelines,
2011)

Consequently, Georgia’s RTI process consists of four, rather than the traditional
three, tiers of student support. Within Georgia’s four-tier system, tier three is reserved
for SST, and tier four signifies placement of students who meet the eligibility
requirements for special education (Berkeley et al., 2009; Georgia’s Student
Achievement Pyramid, 2011). Georgia’s RTI model has been defined as a blended
approach incorporating both the problem-solving and standard protocol methods at each
tier with structured decision-making required throughout the process (Georgia’s Student
Achievement Pyramid, 2011).

Although RTI is federally mandated, for the most part, education is primarily the
concern of each individual state. Therefore, states differ in their implementation of
special education laws on factors such as operational definitions of disabilities, referral
practices, testing guidelines, the make-up of eligibility committees, the availability and
cost of services, and the acceptability of special education classification categories
(Singer, Palfrey, Butler, & Walker, 1989). The Georgia Department of Education
Regulations requires the following:

Prior to referring for consideration for eligibility of special education and related

services, a student must have received special scientific, research or evidence

based interventions selected to correct or reduce the academic, social, or

behavioral problem(s) the student is having. (Chapter 160-4-7.03-2)
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To meet this requirement, Georgia law requires the use of RTI for identification and
placement of students in special education. A rare exception to this is allowed by the
state when an immediate evaluation is required due to a student presenting with a
significant disability. Georgia is one of only four states in the nation to require RTI prior
to establishing SLD eligibility, and it is one of only two states that allows the additional
use of “patterns of strength and weaknesses” (Zirkel & Thomas, 2010, p. 57) to be
considered as part of the criteria for establishing SLD eligibility (Birkeley et al., 2009;
Zirkel & Thomas, 2010; Zirkel, 2010).

In their review of district level considerations for the implementation of RTI,
O’Connor and Freeman (2012) posited that RTI should be closely tied with the concept
of continuous school improvement. Bernhardt and Herber (2011) have defined
continuous school improvement as the cyclical process of improving the educational
organization in a manner that includes: assessment of data to define the current status of
the system; establishing system level goals; analyzing causes for current status; planning
system actions to achieve goals; and, evaluating results routinely to guide system
decisions. These authors stated:

Until you get continuous school improvement right, you cannot get RTI right. If

you do continuous school improvement right, you will have a good start toward

an effective RTI system. If you do RTI right, you will be engaged in a continuous

school improvement process. (Bernhardt & Herbert, p.1)

Hence, implementation of a truly effective RTI program requires significant educational
reform, including changes in the way we think and act at all levels of the educational

system. RTI in its purist form is not a program or an initiative but a process that is
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integrated throughout a district as the foundation for all educational decision making
(O’Connor & Freeman, 2012).

One of the overlooked factors impacting RTI implementation is the role of culture
and beliefs that exist in a district or school (O’Connor & Freeman, 2011). One of the
essential principles necessary to support the implementation of RTI is, “we can
effectively teach all children” (National Association of Directors of Special Education,
2005, p. 19). In districts where RTI has become operational and well established, staff
believes that a systematic analysis of student response to high-quality interventions
conducted with fidelity will, in time, yield information that can be used to remedy skill
deficits and close the achievement gap with same-grade peers (O’Connor & Freeman,
2011). For those who do not share this core belief, participation in interventions of
progressing intensity, data analysis, and problem solving will have a considerably
increased likelihood of being characterized by limited integrity, fidelity, and diligence of
effort (O’Connor & Freeman, 2011).

The Role of School Psychologist in RTI

Historically, the school psychologists’ role was to conduct and interpret psycho-
educational assessments as well as other activities associated with establishing special
education eligibility. However, with the introduction of RTI their role was, in theory,
restructured to include leadership, problem solving, and clinical decision-making. While
the role school psychologists play in the RTI process is not clearly defined in research
literature or in government regulations, it has been systematically inserted, and in some
instances required, as part of best practices, state and district policy, and laws. Scholars

(in both P-12 and universities) and members of professional organizations (e.g., National
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Association of School Psychologists & American Psychological Association) have
discussed the diversification of the school psychologists’ role for a long time.
Professional commentary and research on school psychologists has focused on expanding
the profession beyond assessment and special education into various additional school-
based services including collaboration, consultation, data analysis, team leader, and
teacher mentor (Allen & Garden, 2002; Fuchs & Vaughn, 2006; Rogers, 2010; Sullivan
& Long, 2010; Ysseldyke, Burns, & Rosenfield, 2009). The National Association of
School Psychologists (NASP) supported the development of certification standards as
well as service delivery models for school systems across the nation with the National
Board Certification System and Blueprint Publications (Yssledyke et al., 2006). Each of
these modifications has been embedded with the goal to move away from assessment and
identification for special education and toward prevention, intervention and providing
support to regular education through RTI. However, research continues to suggest that
theory may not have moved into practice.
Limitations of RTI for SLD Identification

Problems with the original operational definition of SLD using the 1Q-
Achievement discrepancy model set the stage for new ways to classify and serve children
with learning problems (Hale, Wycoff, & Fiorello, 2011). Although it appears that RT1 is
slowly becoming the leading candidate for replacing the discrepancy approach in SLD
identification, several issues associated with this model should be taken into
consideration. States have primarily assigned responsibility for the design, training, and
implementation of RTI programs to individual districts resulting in significant

inconsistencies in all areas of the model (Burns et al., 2005). Without effective district
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coordination, decision making, and support for RTI, there is an increased potential for the
model to become fragmented and unfocused, and thereby unsustainable (O’Connor &
Freeman, 2012). Given that the foundation of an RTI model is the implementation of
research-based practices and interventions which tend to be dynamic and ever-changing,
continual “consumption of information” from professionals in the research community is
required (O’Connor & Freeman, 2012, p. 301) for the RTI model to be performed with
fidelity. The issue of “dimensional vs. categorical” nature of SLD has not been addressed
through the implementation of RTI (Buttner & Hasselhorn, 2011, p. 82). Additionally, a
range of outcome data regarding student’s response to prescribed interventions exists
(e.g., student data will be normally distributed); hence, the cut-off point for determining
SLD eligibility remains unspecified. Therefore, similar to the 1Q-Achievement
discrepancy model, the question of how bad a student’s response to research-based
practice need to be to qualify as SLD persists (Buttner & Hasselhorn, 2011; Ysseldyke,
2005). Limited research is available regarding how to deal with the student who is
repeatedly moved back to his general education setting at tier one, only to fail again
requiring additional intervention and remediation. RTI does not define if this student
should be classified SLD or assigned to another category. Possibly more importantly,
RTI does not delineate what type of supplementary remediation students in this category
should receive long-term (Buttner & Hasselhorn, 2011). Finally, there is no true positive
in an RTI model. When a child does not respond to interventions within either RTI
model, practitioners can only be sure of one thing; “the child did not respond the
idiosyncratic criteria chosen by the team” (Hale, Wycoff, & Fiorello, 2011, p. 174).

Without the definition of a true positive for a disorder, it becomes impossible to
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determine the sensitivity and specificity of the measures; therefore, any method for
determining disability is flawed. The classification of a child as SLD based on their non-
response to interventions is not scientifically or empirically sound; it is essentially a
“diagnosis by default” (Hale, Whycoff, & Fiorello, 2011, p. 175).

In summary, the passage of IDEIA resulted in the elevation of RTI to a prominent
role in the eligibility process as a means of providing effective interventions and progress
monitoring of students’ responses to the established, research based interventions.

Recent literature, however, suggests that scholars and professionals working in the area
of learning disabilities have begun to question whether RT1 alone is the answer to SLD
identification. As O’Connor and Freeman (2012) pointed out in their analysis of district-
level considerations necessary for successfully implementing and sustaining an effective
RTI program: “Many schools have established RT1 structures and are collecting a great
deal of data related to student learning outcomes, but are not realizing significantly
improved student achievement or behavior outcomes” (p. 297). Regardless of the school
district’s goal for implementation of RTI, either as the core of a continuous school
improvement process (O’Conner & Freeman, 2012) or solely for the purpose of
identifying students’ SLD’s (Berkeley et al., 2009), questions have been posed
concerning the long-term fidelity and sustainability of RTI (Fuchs & Vaughn, 2012;
Hughes & Dexter, 2011; Machek & Nelson, 2007; Ysseldyke, 2005; Zirkel, 2011). More
importantly, there are multiple reasons for a child’s failure to respond to interventions,
only one of which is SLD. Consequently, there is no possible way to determine whether
a child who does not respond meets the statutory requirements of SLD classification

(Hale, Wycoff, & Fiorello, 2011).
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As prominent RTI advocates, Fuchs and Fuchs (2006) noted, “This [unreliability
of RTI diagnosis] is important because a major criticism of 1Q-Achievement discrepancy
as a method of SLD identification has been the unreliability of the diagnosis” (p. 99).
Using RTI for the identification of SLD is likewise, unreliable and therefore invalid
because there is no true positive in an RTI model. Multiple plausible explanations for
nonresponse to intervention exist, only one of which may possibly be SLD (Hale,
Wycoff, & Fiorello, 2011).

Other Alternative Research Based Procedures

Given the significant limitations of RT1 as the sole criteria used for SLD
identification discussed throughout prominent literature (Buttner & Hasselhorn, 2011,
Fuchs & Fuchs, 2006; Fuchs & Vaughn, 2012; Hale, Wycoff, & Fiorello, 2011; Hughes
& Dexter, 2011; Machek & Nelson, 2007; O’Conner & Freeman, 2012; Ysseldyke, 2005;
Zirkel, 2011), the Office of Special Education and Rehabilitative Services (OSERS)
moved quickly to include what has been coined the third method for determining a SLD
classification in the final IDEIA regulations published in 2006 (Hale et al., 2011). The
third alternative for establishing SLD outlined in IDEIA allows for the use of other
alternative research-based procedures (IDEA, 2004, § 300.307[a]). Although the
language of this option is also somewhat vague, it has been interpreted by most
researchers and practicing professionals to involve the evaluation to determine the
presence of a pattern of strengths and weaknesses (PSW) (Flanagan & Alfonso, 2011).
PSW are typically identified using tests of academic achievement, cognitive abilities, and

neuropsychological processes (Hale et al., 2008; Zirkel & Thomas, 2010).
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Currently, several methods for the evaluation of PSW have been recommended
throughout literature. Each of these models follows four general principles: (1) full scale
1Q is irrelevant except for a diagnosis of an intellectual disability (formerly Mentally
Retarded); (2) children classified as SLD demonstrate a pattern with academic skills and
cognitive abilities within the average range with an isolated weakness in academic and
cognitive functioning; (3) specific cognitive processing weaknesses must be matched to
specific area of academic concern; although, administration of multiple measures in an
attempt to find a deficit is unacceptable; and (4) cognitive areas unrelated to the area of
academic concern are within or above the average range (Berninger 2011; Flanagan,
Fiorello, & Ortiz, 2010; Hale et al., 2011; Hanson et al., 2009; Naglieri, 2011).

Prominent empirically-based models of SLD identification which are consistent
with IDEIA’s third option include: (1) Virginia Berninger’s (2011) Evidence-Based
differential diagnosis and treatment of reading disabilities with and without comorbidities
in oral language, writing, and math; (2) Cattell-Horn-Carroll (CHC) theory (Flanagan,
Fiorello, & Ortiz, 2010), which was refined by Flanagan, Alfonso, & Mascolo (2011),
becoming CHC-based operational definition of SLD; (3) Concordance-Discordance
Model (Hale, Fiorello, Bertin, & Sherman, 2003), which has been expanded to
incorporate RTI & cognitive hypothesis testing and intervention of SLD (Hale, Wycoff,
& Fiorello, 2011); and (4) Discrepancy-Consistency approach to SLD identification using
the PASS Theory (Naglieri, 2011).

Cognitive assessments used within each of these models are characterized by
highly reliable, norm referenced, assessments based on nationally established norms

(Stuebing, Fletcher, Branum, & Francis, 2012). These empirically-based methods for
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assessing PSW assume discrepancies in cognitive abilities are related to low achievement
and that all other exclusionary factors have been ruled out.

Examination of exclusionary factors is intended to rule out other possible
explanations for poor academic performance or factors that may negatively impact a
student’s performance on cognitive assessment while not ruling in SLD (Flanagan et al,
2011). Because many possible reasons for deficient acquisition of academic skills or test
performance exist (i.e., intellectual disability, sensory deficits, economically
disadvantaged, poor instruction, cultural differences, emotional/behavior disordered, lack
of motivation, or performance anxiety), the importance of examining exclusionary factors
prior to determining an SLD classification should not be minimized (Flanagan et al.,
2011; Hale et al., 2011; Naglieri, 2011; National Association of School Psychologists,
n.d.; Stuebing et al., 2012).

Unlike the 1Q-Achievement discrepancy and RTI approaches to SLD
identification, the above methods for evaluating PSW are posited to be empirically-
based approaches that address the statutory and regulatory requirements of IDEIA (Hale
etal., 2011). All of the methods target the evaluation of comprehensive profiles of
strengths and weaknesses in cognitive skills. However, determining a student who
presents with an average ability profile, while also exhibiting below-average aptitude
and achievement is not a straightforward task; and at this time, an agreed-upon
technique for determining this condition does not exist (Flanagan et al., 2011).

Typically, multiple cognitive skills are assessed targeting an identifiable weakness that
is relative to an achievement domain. It is important to note that the identified cognitive

or processing weakness must occur within a set of strengths to classify a student as SLD
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under IDEIA’s third option (Flanagan et al., 2011; Hale et al., 2011; Stuebing et al.,
2012).

Within the state of Georgia SLD is defined as; “An unexpected low achievement
relative to aptitude or ability and displays distinct patterns of strengths and weaknesses
with notable, unexplainable, and profound inconsistencies in academic performance.
Specific learning disabilities result from one or more processing deficits” (Georgia
Special Education Rules Implementation Manuel, part 2, p. 69). As a result, Georgia
law mandates the documentation of a pattern of strength and weaknesses in
performance and/or achievement in relation to age and grade level.

Theoretically, a pattern of cognitive and academic strengths and weaknesses
approach incorporates assessment of basic psychological processes in conjunction with
underlying academic success. At this time, however, Georgia has not chosen nor
recommended a particular empirically-based model for determining PSW. Therefore,
guidelines for psychologists interpretation of the comprehensive assessment of
intellectual development designed to assess specific measures of processing skills are not
available. Within Georgia, it remains the responsibility of LEA and at times individual
psychologists to determine how to interpret assessment results in conjunction with
academic and RTI data to establish a processing strength, a processing weakness, and an
academic deficit associated with the identified processing weakness.

The lack of salient guidance for operationalizing the PSW requirement in Georgia
law could potentially be compounded by a nation-wide general lack of understanding of
the third option provided under IDEIA. In a recent nationwide survey of 525 practicing

school psychologists regarding their impressions of the third-model of SLD
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identification, over 88 percent of responders stated they were familiar or extremely
familiar with IDEIA (Kerrigan, 2011). However, only 17 percent of all responders were
able to correctly identify that three options are outlined in IDEIA for SLD identification.
Approximately 25 percent of the responding psychologists reported using an alternative,
research-based approach in their SLD identification process however, 93 percent reported
administering cognitive and/or neuropsychological tests as part of their SLD
identification process. Additionally, over half (60.9 percent) of practicing psychologists
believe the cognitive ability-achievement discrepancy model is a viable and useful model
for identification of SDL (Kerrigan, 2011). These results mirror previous research
(Berkeley et al., 2009; Zirkel & Thomas, 2010) in which the majority of states are
explicitly permitting or prohibiting ability achievement-discrepancy while permitting or
requiring RTI. Clearly, the majority of practicing school psychologists nationwide are
unaware of the availability of an alternative research based approach to the identification
of SLD or lack adequate training to employ these models. Results from this research will
reveal the extent to which practicing psychologists in Georgia are observing these
guidelines in their current assessment practices.
School Psychologists’ Perceptions and Practices

Prior to the reauthorization of IDEIA, Speece and Shekita (2002) conducted a
survey targeting the perceptions of editorial board members (N=113) of four leading
research journals. The researchers’ goal was to develop an understanding of which
definitional components were perceived by these leading experts to be most important
when operationalizing learning and reading disabilities in schools. Results revealed

ambiguity among the experts surveyed regarding which criteria should be included.
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Three of the possible seven definitional component choices were selected by at least two-
thirds of the respondents as strongly agree/agree. These components included reading
achievement, phonemic awareness, and treatment validity. Interestingly, 30.2 percent of
survey participants agreed that discrepancy between 1Q score and reading achievement
should be included in the operational definition, while 42 percent agreed that 1Q score
alone was an important component. When asked to rate which component was perceived
as most important, 31 percent of respondents chose to not answer the question. Of those
who did respond, no operational component was selected by more than 25 percent of the
survey group. Finally, when the experts were asked if exclusionary factors should be
included in the operationalization of reading learning disabilities, 76.6 percent indicated
affirmative.

Although these findings were limited by the population size as well as the very
narrow demographics of the sample (e.g., white [93.8 percent], middle-age: between 30-
49 years [81.4 percent], university employees [87.6 percent], with doctorates [99.1
percent]) (Speece & Shekita, 2002), the results were reflective of the philosophies of
scholars, knowledgeable and informed on the research and controversy surrounding
operationalizing reading disabilities. Given that this research was conducted prior to the
reauthorization of IDEIA, these results from informed academics, were predictive of the
challenges to be faced when attempting to operationalize all eight domain areas of SLD at
the state and local level, as well as, with individual school psychologists.

In 2007, Machek and Nelson conducted a survey of practicing school
psychologists (N= 549) randomly selected from the NASP directory to determine their

perceptions of procedures for identifying children with a reading disability (RD). The
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researchers based their survey on the instrument originally developed by Speece and
Shekita (2002). This instrument used a 4-point Likert scale to measure psychologist’s
self-assessment of knowledge regarding RD classification and operational definitions of
criteria for RD identification. Machek and Nelson’s survey sought school psychologists’
perceptions regarding the role of 1Q testing in evaluating RD and the role of identification
within the framework of RTI; additionally, it asked general questions regarding
assessment of RD, as well as, detailed demographic information. Machek and Nelson
(2007) piloted their survey using a sample of university faculty, graduate students
studying school psychology, and practicing school psychologists. Based on feedback
from pilot participants, the researchers clarified language in the survey, added questions
regarding curriculum based measurements, and redefined treatment validity as it applied
to RTI (Machek & Nelson, 2007).

Results revealed that of the eight possible choices of criteria to establish RD
eligibility, three were endorsed by more than 75 percent of the responders. These
included RTI (88 percent), cognitive processing (77.6 percent), and cut-off scores on
measures of phonemic awareness (75.6 percent). In addition, 61.9 percent of responding
psychologists chose 1Q-Achievement discrepancy as a viable model for determining RD
eligibility. These results indicate a significant number of school psychologists continue
to value and use the information gleaned from the comparison of IQ and achievement to
assist with making clinical judgments regarding the identification of a reading disability.
Psychologists’ endorsement of cognitive processes and 1Q-Achievement discrepancy
models appear somewhat contradictory, given their strong approval of the RTI model.

Further research is needed to explore this apparent contradiction and develop an
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understanding of why psychologists continue to desire clinical information pertaining to a
student’s 1Q vs. achievement level as part of the evaluation process. The limited
empirical data available may indicate psychologists’ desire to utilize a combined
approach, incorporating RTI and cognitive factors and/or 1Q discrepancy model in a
comprehensive evaluation. However, additional research is needed to validate this
hypothesis. Machek and Nelson (2007) concluded that psychologists who self-reported
being more knowledgeable in assessing RD endorsed the RTI model significantly higher
(83.2 percent) than those who self-reported being less knowledgeable (71.1 percent),
(p=.009). These results may indicate that additional professional development in the area
of RTI was needed at the time of the survey.

In 2011, O’Donnell and Miller conducted a comparable national survey of school
psychologists to determine levels of acceptability for the RTI model versus the 1Q-
Achievement (1Q-A) discrepancy model. Practicing school psychologists (N=230) were
presented two hypothetical case descriptions and asked to evaluate the acceptability of
each model for identifying SLD in the domain of reading. O’Donnell and Miller (2011)
concluded that levels of acceptability for the 1Q-Achievement discrepancy model varied
significantly based on the psychologists’ level of exposure to the RTI model.
Researchers discovered a positive correlation between exposure to the RTI model and its
acceptability rating as well as a negative correlation between exposure to RTI and
acceptability of 1Q-Achievement discrepancy model. Data also indicated that work
setting significantly affected psychologists’ acceptability of the RTI model. In their
study, O’Donnell and Miller (2005) defined work setting as elementary, middle/high

school, or multiple settings, which the authors further clarified as working in more than
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one school with varied grade-levels (i.e., middle and elementary). Based on this
information, O’Donnell and Miller (2011) concluded that acceptability of RTI model
varied based on the school setting in which the reporting psychologists worked.
Elementary and multiple settings resulted in higher degrees of acceptability.

The major finding of O’Donnell and Miller (2011) was that the acceptability of
both the RTI model and 1Q-Achievement discrepancy model were found to vary
significantly based on the psychologists’ exposure to the RTI. The researchers did not
make a distinction between mere exposure to each model versus model-specific training
and whether the exposure to the two models was direct or indirect. Additionally,
information regarding the psychologists’ roles within the RTI process (i.e., consultant vs.
coordinator) may have further clarified these results. These findings further support the
need for additional research to fill this gap in knowledge regarding practicing school
psychologists’ perceptions, acceptability, and practices of RTI versus cognitive-
assessment within and outside of an 1Q-Achievement discrepancy model for SLD
identification.

In an attempt to answer questions raised by their 2007 study, Machek and Nelson
(2010) utilized the previous data from a national survey of practicing school
psychologists (N=549) to further analyze school psychologists’ perceptions and
acceptability of various RD assessment procedures. Researchers correlated responses
based on years of experience as well as work setting. In contrast to O’Donnell and Miller
(2011), Mechek and Nelson (2010) narrowly defined work setting. Participants who
reported working any length of time in an elementary environment were placed in the

elementary category. To reduce Type | errors due to multiple comparisons, researchers

53



adjusted alpha levels for correlations and t tests using the Bonferroni correction with
correlation significance levels set at a=.001.

Mechek and Nelson’s (2010) results were consistent with previous research in this
realm. The researcher’s concluded that psychologists’ perceptions regarding whether
RTI model vs. 1Q-Achievement discrepancy model would minimize overrepresentation
of minority children as RD were essentially split (45 percent not at all). When utilizing
cognitive assessments, school psychologists reportedly preferred the use of factor index
scores (62.2 percent) and subtest analysis (59.8 percent), as compared to the full scale 1Q
scores (48.4 percent) to understand the nature of reading disabilities. Greater than 55
percent of participants reported that they perceived IQ as having implications for
teaching, treatment planning, and generation of instructional strategies for students with
RD. These results again appear to indicate that psychologists prefer the use of a
combined model of RD identification, which incorporates both RTI and cognitive
assessment. Additional research to ascertain the perceptions and beliefs of psychologists
regarding the issue of classification practices is needed. The proposed study will begin to
fill this gap.

Merely 58.1 percent of responding psychologists in Mechek and Nelson’s (2010)
study found a leadership role in RTI desirable. Most participants perceived their ability
to consult higher than their ability to directly engage in a direct RTI role. For example,
although 60 percent of surveyed psychologists were positive about their ability to consult
regarding effective reading instruction, only 30 percent felt they possessed the skills to
actually provide that instruction. Similar to O’Donnell and Miller’s (2011) findings,

work setting appears to impact psychologists’ desire to take on roles typically associated

54



with RTI. Machek and Nelson (2010) concluded that participants working at the
elementary level had a significantly higher desire to take on an RTI leadership role than
those working in middle or high-school settings. These results are not surprising, given
that RTI was originally developed for the elementary student population in the area of
reading disorders (Fuchs & Vaughn, 2012).

The majority of existing research on the identification of SLD has been in the area
of reading disabilities (Fuchs & Vaughn, 2006; Machek & Nelson, 2007). Although RTI
was originally developed specifically for this area, the model was expanded by IDEIA to
also include all areas of mathematics and writing. This study will begin to fill the void in
empirical research in which psychologists’ opinions are elicited regarding their overall
perceptions of various operational components used to determine SLD classification
including RT1 versus the 1Q-Achievement discrepancy model in all eight areas (i.e., oral
expression, listening, thinking, speaking, reading, writing, spelling, mathematical
problem solving, and/or calculations). In addition, given the unique requirements for
establishing SLD eligibility in the state of Georgia, empirical research focused solely in
this state is needed. Although a significant amount of research is available establishing
the pros and cons of various models used for the identification of SLD (e.g., RTI, 1Q-
achievement discrepancy), there is a void in the literature regarding school psychologists’
acceptance, perceptions, and use of these models. O’Donnell and Miller’s (2011), and
Machek and Nelson’s (2007, 2010) research began to fill a void in the literature
concerning the opinions and perceptions of psychologists regarding the most effective
model for the identification of reading disabilities and their role in establishing and

sustaining an RTI program. However, an understanding of the clinical practices, as well
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as the operational criteria used by school psychologists when establishing SLD eligibility
in all eight areas of eligibility continues to be needed.

Currently, the State of Georgia does not permit significant discrepancy between
IQ and achievement to be considered in the process of determining eligibility for students
to receive special education services in the area of SLD (Berkeley et al., 2009; Zirkel,
2010). Georgia law and educational authorities have mandated RTI, in addition to the
use of professional judgment to analyze a variety of sources, including a comprehensive
assessment of cognitive processes, as the primary avenue for school psychologists to
qualify students under the SLD eligibility. Not enough is known about the perceptions,
attitudes, and genuine assessment practices of psychologists regarding the evolution of
RTI in Georgia over the last decade. Therefore, the purpose of this study will be to begin
to account for the limitations of previous research while developing an understanding of
the acceptance, perceptions and practices of Georgia school psychologists regarding
assessment practices, RTI, and the operationalization of SLD.

Chapter Summary

For the past three decades, the federal definition of SLD has essentially remained
unchanged. However, SLD remains the most frequently classified special education
disability in our nation’s schools. The federal definition does not specify procedural
guidelines for the identification of SLD. As Kavale (2002) aptly stated; “The definition
[of SLD] is primarily exclusive, describing what SLD is not rather than identifying what
SLD is. Consequently, operational definitions necessary for practice have usually
considered factors that may not have been articulated in the formal definition” (p. 369).

Despite no change in the definition of SLD in the most recent reauthorization of IDEIA,
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the procedures for identifying SLD have changed. Based on the current law, 1Q-
Achievement discrepancy can no longer be mandated. Although it remains a viable
option in the majority of states it is currently prohibited for SLD identification within the
state of Georgia. RTI has been embraced by several states as the required approach for
SLD identification, although empirical literature has concluded that using this method
alone is inconsistent with the federal law (Flanagan & Alfonso, 2011). The state of
Georgia currently mandates the use of RTI as part of the SLD eligibility process. The
third option provided under IDEIA is the use of research based alternatives for SLD
identification. This classification option is now permitted in more than 20 states,
including the mandated assessment of cognitive processing abilities and documentation
of patterns of strengths and weaknesses requirement in Georgia. The confusion that has
surrounded methods of SLD identification for many years, along with the obvious
disconnect between the definition of SLD and the most typical methods of identification,
continue to spark controversy among researchers (Flanagan & Alfonso, 2011) and
confusion among practitioners.

The accountability for interpreting and implementing this federal law is the
responsibility of individual states. Therefore, based on the general guidelines outlined by
the state of Georgia it becomes the responsibility of local education agencies and school
psychologists throughout the state to operationally define SLD. At this time, the current
operational definition of SLD within the state of Georgia remains rather unspecified.
Gaining an understanding of the assessment and identification practices used by school
psychologists throughout the state of Georgia will allow decision-making regarding

policy, training, and professional development to move forward in a positive manner.
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This study will evaluate if, and how, Georgia psychologists are interpreting and executing
Georgia’s current law in their daily professional practices. Additionally, this research
will evaluate psychologists’ perceptions of the current requirements imposed by

Georgia’s interpretation of IDEIA.
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CHAPTER 3
METHODOLOGY

The purpose of this study was to explore the perceptions of practicing Georgia
school psychologists regarding the operational components, assessment practices, and the
use of RTI for determining SLD classification. Additionally, this study explored and
examined if the likelihood or probability of school psychologists’ perceptions regarding
SLD classification could be accounted for based on explanatory variables concerning
population served, RTI implementation, professional affiliation, and years since
completion of last degree. The results of this study could lead to a better understanding
of psychologists’ perceptions concerning the operationalization of SLD; therefore,
providing insight for policy decision making, institutional training programs, and,
professional development needs within the state of Georgia. The following chapter will
include a review of research methods used to conduct this study including: (1) research
questions, (2) research design, (3) the study population and sampling techniques, (4) data
collection, (5) instrumentation, and, (6) statistical analyses used to quantify the data
collected.

Research Question

This research was guided by the following question: What are the perceptions,
practices, and operational components used by practicing Georgia school psychologists
for determining eligibility under the classification of specific learning disability in all
eight domain areas (oral expression, listen, think, speak, read, write, spell, mathematical
problem solving, and/or calculation)? In addition, the following sub-questions helped

clarify the results:
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1. What is the probability that the assessment processes perceived as important by
Georgia school psychologists for establishing SLD eligibility can be accounted for
by various explanatory variables including: population served, RTI vs. non-RTI
school, years since completion of last degree, and membership in a state/national
professional organization?

2. What is the probability that the perceptions of Georgia school psychologists’
regarding the use of RTI for establishing SLD eligibility can be can be accounted
for by various explanatory variables including: population served, RTI vs. non-RTI
school, years since completion of last degree, and membership in a state/national
professional organization?

3. Are practicing Georgia school psychologists incorporating empirically-based
models in their evaluation of patterns of strengths and weaknesses as part of the
SLD eligibility process?

Research Design

The goal of this research was to provide insight into the perceptions of practicing
Georgia school psychologists regarding operational components, assessment practices,
and the use of RTI when establishing SLD eligibility. In this ordinal logistic regression
study, proportional odds models were constructed to explore and examine the relationship
between psychologists’ perceptions of SLD classification and explanatory variables
concerning various demographics and psychologists’ perception ratings. The outcome
variables of interest in this study were psychologists’ perceptions regarding the
classification of SLD using various four-level ordinal measures such as “very much

agree” , “agree”, “disagree”, “very much disagree” (Chen & Hughes, 2004). As indicated
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earlier, explanatory or independent variables included population served, RTI1 vs. Non-
RTI school, years since completing last degree, and membership in state/national
organization. Additionally, this study explored if psychologists’ use of empirically-based
models when assessing cognitive processes and evaluating for patterns of strength and
weaknesses could be predicted based on a variety of independent or predictor variables.
Various regression methods such as linear, logistic, and ordinal logistic regression
could be useful tools to analyze the relationship between psychologists’ perceptions of
SLD classification practices and multiple explanatory variables (Chen & Hughes, 2004;
Higgins, n.d.; Liu, 2008). The use of a regression method would allow the researcher to
identify explanatory variables related to psychologists” work environments and
professional demographics that contribute to their overall perceptions of SLD
classification practices (Chen & Hughes, 2004; DeCarlo, 2003). The choice of linear,
logistic, or ordinal logistic regression methods depends largely on the measurement scale
used to determine the outcome variables. Linear regression analysis would be an
appropriate model when using continuous scale outcome variable measurements, while
logistic regression analysis would have been superior for binary or dichotomous outcome
data (Chen & Hughes, 2004; DeCarlo, 2003). It is important to note that linear regression
analyses require normality and constant variance of residual and outcome data points to
be considered an appropriate model (Chan & Hughes, 2004; Salkind, 2008) . Given that
the ordinal outcome data obtained in this research contained a small number of discrete
categories, it was improbable to assume normal distribution and homogeneity of variance
of ordered categorical outcome variables (Chen & Hughes, 2004). Therefore, the ordinal

logistic regression design was the preferred method because it did not assume normality
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and constant variance of outcome data. The proportional odds model for ordinal logistic
regression was used to estimate the odds of being at or above a particular level of the
response variable (Liu, 2008). For example, “if there are j levels of ordinal outcomes, the
model will make J-1 predictions, each estimating the cumulative probabilities at or above
the jth level of the outcome variable (Lie, 2008, p. 1). Therefore, ordinal logistic
regression requires the assumption of proportional odds across all levels of the
categorical outcome.

Ordinal logistic regression is a specific form of a general linear model. To fit a
binary logistic regression model, which serves as a basis for an ordinal logistic regression
model, a set of regression coefficients are estimated to predict the probability of the
outcome of interest (Ordinal Regression: Chapter 4, n.d.). The following model formula
demonstrates the function of the probabilities modeled as a linear combination of

parameters:

L[ _Problevent) \_ B+ BX, + B, X, oot B X,
(1- prob(event))

The quantity on the left of the equal sign is the logit, which is the log of the odds that an
event occurs (Ordinal Regression: Chapter 4, n.d.). Hence, the coefficient in the logistic
regression model provides information regarding how much the logit changes based on
the values of the predictor variables (Ordinal Regression: Chapter 4, n.d.).
Defining the Event

The event of interest defined by ordinal logistic regression is observing a
particular score or one of higher order (Ordinal Regression: Chapter 4, n.d.; Chen &
Hughes, 2004). Therefore, rather than considering the probability of an individual event

occurring (i.e., likelihood of getting a response of ‘somewhat agree’) based on a four-
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point Likert scale, this model considered the probability of that event occurring, as well
as, all other events that are ordered before it (Garson, 2012). For the purposes of this
study, psychologists’ ratings of perceptions were modeled by the researcher using the

following odds:

6 = prob (score of 4) / prob (score of less than 4)
0, = prob (score of 4 or 3) / prob (score of less than 3)
0

3 = prob (score of 4, 3, or 2) / prob (score of less than 2)
No odds are associated with the last category since the probability of scoring up to and
including the last score would be 1 (Ordinal Regression: Chapter 4, n.d.).
The essential features of an ordinal regression model outlined by Chen and Huges
(2004) include:
(1) the outcome variable of interest is a grouped and ordered category that may be
regrouped from an unobserved continuous latent variable, however, it is not clear
whether the ordinal outcome is equally spaced; (2) the ordinal regression analysis
employs a link function to describe the effect of the explanatory variables on the
ordered categorical outcome in such a way that the assumptions of normality and
constant variance are not required; (3) the model assumes that the corresponding
regression coefficients in the link function are equal for each cut-off point,
therefore, the violation of the model assumption parallel lines has to be verified
carefully by the test of proportional odds. (p. 4)
Limited research soliciting school psychologists” assessment practices and
perceptions regarding operational components and RTI necessary for establishing SLD

eligibility is available at this time. Of the available research, three studies (e.g., Mechek
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& Nelson, 2007; 2010; Speece & Shekita, 2002) utilized the same core survey to conduct
their research. Therefore, the researcher obtained access and incorporated a modified
version of this survey instrument as the basis for this research. A survey design was
chosen for this research due to its economically conservative nature and the relatively
rapid turnaround for data collection (Creswell, 2009). Additionally, Creswell (2009)
states survey methodologies are the most effective manner for measuring perceptions,
attitudes, and beliefs. The researcher chose to use a web-based survey because it was the
most efficient, cost effective manner to invite practicing school psychologists throughout
the state of Georgia to participate (deVaus, 2002).
Population and Sample

In 2011, the Georgia Department of Education reported a total of 769 practicing
school psychologists in 147 (of 179) districts across the state. The researcher utilized a
variety of resources in an attempt to gain access and establish a broad list of e-mail
addresses for practicing school psychologists in the state. These resources included: (1)
Georgia Department of Education, (2) Student Support Team Association of Georgia, (3)
Georgia Association of School Psychologists, (4) personal contacts, and (5) phone call
contact of Special Education Director or Superintendent of remaining districts.
Demographics of this population have not been established and are therefore, unavailable
(Georgia DOE).

The participants in this study were comprised of 366 practicing school
psychologists in the state of Georgia. Although utilizing a random sampling procedure

would have been optimal, given the required minimal sample size (N=270), as well as, an

64



unknown rate of response, the researcher chose to include a self-selected sample which
would optimize chances that the minimum sample size would be obtained.

Unfortunately, specific demographic data summarizing practicing school
psychologists’ in Georgia has never been collected (Georgia Department of Education).
Additionally, the Georgia Association of School Psychologists reportedly does not
compile demographic information from their members. Therefore, no data are available
to compare the demographic characteristics of the sample (Machek & Nelson, 2010).

Survey sampling was a self-selected design in which the researcher had access to
the majority of names in the population. After the removal of duplicate names, all
psychologists known within the population were sent an invitation to participate. The
final sample consisted of psychologists in which e-mail addresses were successfully
obtained that chose or selected to participate. Following completion of the IRB process
for Atlanta Public Schools (APS), the research approval committee determined that
individual e-mail addresses would not be provided to the researcher. Therefore, a link to
the survey was e-mailed to practicing school psychologists within the APS district via Dr.
Darnell Logan, Coordinator of Psychological Services. Sending the survey in this
manner did not allow the researcher to send reminders to survey non-responders.
Although many of the practicing school psychologists in Georgia received an invitation
to participate in the survey, the research population was ultimately comprised of a self-
selected sample of 366 practicing school psychologists.

Instrumentation
The researcher obtained permission from Dr. Jason Nelson (Appendix A) to

modify and use the survey implemented in his reserach, A National Survey of School
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Psychologists’ Perceptions of Identification Practices for Students with Reading
Disabilities (Machek & Nelson, 2007). The original survey questions were analyzed and
revised based on feedback from Dr. Nelson, to include all 8 areas of SLD rather than only
reading, and to address the unique features of Georgia special education law. The
instrument used in this study was made up of 49 items (Appendix C). Psychologists’who
successfully completed the selection criteria, were asked to respond to 11 general
demographic information and professional affiliation(s) questions. Section two,
examined Georgia school psychologists’ perceptions regarding the operationalization of
learning disabilities. This section was comprised of nine questions in which
psychologists respond on a four-point Likert scale which ranged from a 1 = Strongly
Disagree to 4 = Strongly Agree. One additional question in this section asked
participants to select which standard used in the operationalization of SLD they perceive
as primary and secondary in level of importance. Section three of the survey instrument
was comprised of seven questions which assessed psychologists’ perceptions and beliefs
regarding the influence of 1Q or cognitive ability scores in assessment for SLD. For each
of the items regarding assessment and use of 1Q/cognitive ability, psychologists’
responded on a four-point Likert scale, which ranged from 1 = very much disagree to 4 =
very much agree. With this scaling, a higher score indicated the psychologists’ favorable
preference of the use of full-scale scores for determining the existence of a SLD. The
fourth section of the survey incorporated two additional four-point scales to develop an
understanding of RTI in each district as well as the psychologists’ role within each
individual RTI model. The scale in this section ranged from a 1 = poorto a4 =

excellent. The general assessment practices of school psychologists was evaluated using
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a similar four-point Likert scale ranging from a 1 = very much disagree to a 4 which
corresponded to a response of very much agree.

In addition to the structured Likert scale items presented above, the final survey
questions utilized embedded logic to determine if psychologists were incorporating
empirically-based methods in the assessment of cognitive processes and evaluation for
patterns of strength and weaknesses. Of the psychologists’ who responded that they
currently used research-based methods, the final questions attempted to determine which
research based methods were used most frequently. Psychologists who did not utilize
empirically-based methods for assessing patterns of strength and weaknesses, were asked
a follow-up question to determine why a formal, research based approach was not being
employed. Georgia’s current guidelines for assessing PSW were provided prior to these
guestions in an attempt to ensure respondents were informed and familiar with the
concept prior to answering. The following information was included in the survey:

Georgia’s current interpretation of the third option for SLD identification
outlined in IDEA (2004) includes the following provision:

Determining SLD identification requires professional judgment

based on “multiple sources of evidence to conclude that the child

exhibits a pattern of strengths and weaknesses in performance,
achievement or both, relative to age, State-approved grade level

standards and intellectual development” (Georgia Department of
Education, Special education rules implementation manual, 2011,

p. 22).
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Content validity for structured items was addressed using several methods.
Psychologists’ opinion regarding operational definition of SLD, the use of 1Q and the use
of RTI in the SLD identification process were identified in the literature (see Appendix
D) and corresponding items were selected for each. Second, wording from a previous
instrument (Machek & Nelson, 2007) designed to measure psychologists’ opinion of the
classification SLD, use of 1Q and RTI, as well as assessment practices were reviewed.
Wording from this instrument was used whenever possible to help ensure consistency
with other researchers’ construction. Some alterations were needed to adapt items to
include all 8 areas of SLD, as opposed to solely reading disabilities, and to address the
unique features of Georgia special education eligibility process. Third, once a completed
draft of the instrument was developed, two experts in school psychology, familiar with
research on RTI as well as Georgia’s special education law, reviewed each item and
provided expert feedback for refinement and clarification of wording. Lastly, the
instrument was pilot tested with all (N=5) school psychologists’ in one Georgia district.
These individuals were asked to complete and critique the instrument, as well as provide
comments for needed modifications.

Following completion of the first pilot survey, psychologists’ responses to the
final two open-ended questions regarding how they were currently assessing patterns of
strengths and weaknesses did not yield valuable or functional data. Therefore, these
questions were modified with the assistance of both original expert reviewers to include
embedded logic with multiple choice answers. These new survey questions were then
piloted with the original pilot group. Following analysis of the second pilot results, the

questions utilizing embedded logic were selected to replace the open-ended questions.
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For respondents that were currently not utilizing a formal empirically-based process for
evaluating PSW, a final open-ended question regarding how they were currently
assessing this area was included.
Data Collection

An invitation to participate in the on-line, anonymous survey (Appendix B) with
the URL attached was sent electronically via SurveyMonkey®© to all practicing school
psychologists in the state of Georgia for whom e-mail addresses were successfully
secured. All participants accessed the survey link using SuvveyMonkey© Secure Sockets
Layer (SSL) encryption. This feature ensured that all data transmitted to and from survey
respondents, as well as, data downloaded by the researcher was secure. Given the needed
sample size, as well as specific responder goals, several factors were mindfully
considered in an attempt to increase response rate. The initial invitation to participate in
the survey was sent July 23, 2013. The survey remained open through September 9,
2013. This schedule accommodated for the various school start dates throughout the
state, while also occurring during pre-planning and the first weeks of school when
psychologists are working but have more flexibility with their time. The survey was
configured to allow respondents to pause or exit survey and return at a later time to
complete unanswered questions. Additionally, participants could choose to exit the study
at any time without cause or justification. As an incentive to participate, psychologists’
who completed the survey were provided with the opportunity to be entered into a
drawing to win a $100.00 Amazon gift card, which translates into a total cost of $0.13 per
practicing school psychologist. Participation in the drawing was completely voluntary.

Individuals who chose to participate had to option to provided personal information on a
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separate sweepstakes entry page which opened at the completion of the survey. This
allowed all survey participants’ responses to remain anonymous. No personal or
identifying information was available to the researcher. SurveyMonkey© randomly
selected the winner, contacted them directly, and distributed rewards on behalf of the
researcher. Although the number of total survey items was rather large, which was not
ideal, 11 of the items were demographic in nature, requiring minimal effort to respond. It
was estimated that the survey took approximately 20 to 25 minutes to complete. Lastly,
the researcher assured responding psychologists who complete the survey; results would
be made available to them following completion of the project.

In an effort to obtain the e-mail addresses of school psychologists’ working in
Atlanta Public Schools (APS), the researcher completed the district-level required IRB
process. After gaining approval to conduct research in the APS district, the researcher
was informed that the district would not release psychologist’s e-mail addresses directly.
Following extensive discussions, Dr. Logan Darnell, Coordinator of Psychological
Services, agreed to send an e-mail with a survey link to all school psychologists. Sending
the invitation to participate in the survey in this manner prohibited the researcher from
utilizing SurveyMonkey®© feature for sending reminders to non-responders and non-
completers of the survey from APS.

Using SurveyMonkey®©, all responses were automatically compiled and imported
into an Excel spreadsheet. The researcher ensured security and anonymity of responders
through encryption of the survey instrument. Additionally, all responses were assigned
an individual code and saved electronically for further evaluation as needed. An e-mail

stating “You have completed the survey” was sent at the end of each survey to allow for
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tracking who had responded while maintaining anonymity. A follow up reminder e-mail
to all psychologists who had not completed or not responded to the survey were sent at
two weeks, and again at four weeks after the initial invitation to participate.
Human Subject Protection
The United States Office for Human Research Protections (OHRP) as well as the
Institution Review Board (IRB) at Georgia Southern University requires the oversight of
all research involving human subjects. As outlined above, this proposed research was
designed based on the guidelines outlined by the IRB. Following the cover letter at the
beginning of the anonymous survey (Appendix C), participants responded regarding their
willingness to participate in the research study and their status as an adult (older than 18
years of age). The cover letter included the following information:
1. Participants are being asked to participate in a research study.
2. Brief description of the study and outline of the survey make-up including time
required to complete.
3. Participation is completely voluntary and participants may withdraw from the
study, chose to not participate, or not answer any question without penalty.
4. Responses will be completely anonymous; no identifiable information or IP
addresses will be collected.
5. Contact information is provided for participants to ask questions regarding the
survey or research study.
6. Information regarding Georgia Southern University IRB review and approval of

the study.
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Data Analysis and Reporting

Data was collected from responses submitted by subjects, coded, and entered
electronically into an Excel spreadsheet. The survey included eleven demographic
questions (Appendix C). A description of the population for each demographic variable
included the percent and frequency of respondents in each category. A matrix of
demographic data was developed and presented in table form.

All Likert scale questions were collapsed into separate categories, coded and
entered into Excel. Individual sub-categories included: (1) operationalization of learning
disabilities, which aligns with the overarching research question; (2) perceptions of
obtaining and using cognitive assessment/IQ as part of an evaluation for SLD, which
aligns with research sub-question one; (3) perceptions of RTI approach to SLD
identification, which aligns with sub-question two; (4) psychologists’ general perceptions
of the classification of SLD, which corresponds to the overarching research question.
Please refer to Appendix D for a comprehensive alignment of research questions, survey
questions, and supporting literature.

The ordinal regression model was interpreted initially by analyzing the signs of
the regression coefficients. The model assumption of proportional odds was carefully
examined to determine the model adequacy (Chen & Hughes, 2004; Garson, 2012,
Ordinal Regression: Chapter 4, n.d.). These signs provided insight into the effects of the
explanatory variables on the ordinal outcome. Parameter estimates obtained through
ordinal logistic analysis were converted to cumulative odds ratios in order to obtain effect
size measures (Garson, 2012). The magnitude (e.g., odds ratio or e”) of the effect of a

specific explanatory variable was used to indicate the size of the effect of a specific
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explanatory variable on the odds of the event occurring (Chen & Hughes, 2004; Garson,
2012; Ordinal Regression: Chapter 4, n.d.). Given that outcome data from ordinal
logistic regression is cumulative, results were presented in table and narrative form.
Tables for each ordinal logistic regression model include; the chi-square statistic, degrees
of freedom, p-value, odds ratio, and confidence interval to represent the probabilities for
each variable. Significance level for all ordinal logistic regression analyses was
established at p = .05.

The final three survey questions regarding psychologists’ use of research-based
approaches for analyzing cognitive processes and evaluating for patterns of strengths and
weaknesses as well as questions 21 & 22 were structured as multiple choice questions.
Therefore, the data was analyzed using a chi-square analysis to determine if the
proportions of responders in each category significantly differ from chance. Results with
p = .05 were considered statistically significant.

Limitations of Ordinal Logistic Model

Potential limitations of the use of ordinal logistic regression models must be taken
into consideration. The first potential limitation is sample size. Given that numerous
explanatory variables were entered into the equation for analysis, a small sample size
would not yield the high power of the statistical tests required to obtain valid results. The
model goodness-of-fit is dependent on chi square test results. If the sample size was
limited, or the number of cells with zero values (items participants choose to not answer)
was excessive, the chi-square goodness of fit statistic would not be appropriate (Chen &
Hughes, 2004). At this time, automatic methods for assessing goodness-of-fit are

currently not available in standard statistical packages such as SPSS. As a result,
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possibility of multicollinearity (two or more variables so highly correlated, they are
basically measuring the same phenomenon or construct) was a potential limitation of this
chosen method. A high rate of response, as well as the use of SAS 9.3 for data analysis
minimized this limitation.

Chapter Summary

Reauthorization of IDEIA discouraged the use of 1Q-Achievement discrepancy
model and actively encouraged the use of an RTI approach for SLD identification.
However, the wording of this law provided no specific procedures (i.e., operational
definition) for determining SLD eligibility. Therefore, the responsibility for
operationally defining SLD falls to each Local Education Agency (LEA). Georgia law
currently prohibits the use of 1Q-Achievement discrepancy while mandating the
implementation of RTI, assessment of cognitive processes, and, the use of professional
judgment based on various forms of evidence to conclude that the child exhibits a pattern
of strengths and weaknesses in performance, achievement, or both prior to determining
an SLD classification. As a result, no formal operational definition for determining SLD
classification currently exists in the state of Georgia.

The purpose of this ordinal logistic regression survey study was to provide insight
into the perceptions of practicing Georgia school psychologists regarding the operational
components, assessment practices, and the use of RTI for determining SLD classification.
Additionally, this study explored if the likelihood of a particular perception or assessment
practice could be predicted based on a variety of independent or predictor variables (e.qg.,
population served, RTI vs. non-RTI school, years since completion of last degree, and

membership in a state/national professional organization). Finally, this research has
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begun to provide an understanding of psychologists’ use of empirically-based models in
their assessment of cognitive processes and evaluation for patterns of strength and
weaknesses.

The instrument used in this study was modified from Machek and Nelson’s
(2007) national survey with two expert reviewers, and an independent pilot study
conducted to ensure construct validity An anonymous on-line survey was sent
electronically via SurveyMonkey®© to school psychologists’ throughout the state of
Georgia. Data from ordinal logistic regression and chi-square analyses are presented in

Chapter 4 in table and narrative forms.
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CHAPTER 4
REPORT OF DATA AND DATA ANALYSIS

The objective of this ordinal logistic regression study was to provide insight into
the perceptions of Georgia school psychologists regarding the various operational
components, assessment practices, and the use of RTI to determine SLD eligibility.
Additionally this study explored whether psychologists’ perceptions could be accounted
for based on a number of explanatory variables including: population served, RTI vs.
non-RTI school, years since completion of last degree, and affiliation with state and/or
national professional organization. A sample of 366 self-selected, practicing school
psychologists in the state of Georgia responded to an on-line survey. The survey
instrument used in this study was modified from Machek and Nelson’s National Survey
of School Psychologists’ Perceptions of Identification Practices for Students with
Reading Disabilities (2007), reviewed by two experts, and piloted with all practicing
school psychologists (N=5) in one Georgia district.

Research Questions

The following research questions were addressed throughout this study: What are
the perceptions, practices, and operational components used by practicing Georgia school
psychologists for determining eligibility under the classification of specific learning
disability in all eight domain areas (oral expression, listen, think, speak, read, write,
spell, mathematical problem solving, and/or calculation)? In addition, the following sub-
questions helped clarify the results:

1. What is the probability that the assessment processes perceived as important by
Georgia school psychologists for establishing SLD eligibility can be accounted for
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by various explanatory variables including: population served, RTI vs. non-RTI
school, years since completion of last degree, and membership in a state/national
professional organization?

2. What is the probability that the perceptions of Georgia school psychologists’
regarding the use of RTI for establishing SLD eligibility can be can be accounted
for by various explanatory variables including: population served, RTI vs. non-RTI
school, years since completion of last degree, and membership in a state/national
professional organization?

3. Are practicing Georgia school psychologists incorporating empirically-based
models in their evaluation of patterns of strengths and weaknesses as part of the
SLD eligibility process?

Research Design

The use of an ordinal logistic regression design was chosen for this study due to
the ordinal nature of the majority of survey data, as well as, the lack of normality and
constant variance of residual and outcome data points. Given that the survey instrument
used in this research was not designed to create continuous responses, the researcher
determined an evaluation of each response independently would yield the most pertinent
data.
Interpreting Ordinal Logistic Regression Outcomes

Ordinal logistic regression (OLR) is reported frequently throughout the following
research findings. Given the limited use of this methodology within social and
educational research, a brief overview has been provided to assist the reader, as needed,

with understanding and interpreting the results.
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The proportional or cumulative odds model of OLR analyses provides an option
for researchers to analyze ordinal dependent variables within a logistic framework
(Fullerton, 2009). In an attempt to avoid assigning arbitrary values for each ordinal
category, OLR assumes that the cut points between categories (i.e., Very Much Disagree
- Disagree - Agree - Very Much Agree) are unknown. Additionally, it is not known if the
ordinal outcomes are evenly spaced (i.e., the distance between Disagree and Agree may
not be the same as Very Much Disagree and Disagree). Therefore, assigning a value to
each category would be inaccurate. However, the ordinal values can be placed in rank
order, while keeping in mind, there is no real mathematical relationship between the
choices (i.e., Agree is not twice as large as Strongly Disagree). Examining the
probability that a person gave a particular answer, rather than assigning true values to the
answers achieves this.

Significant findings from all OLR analyses will be presented below as odds.
Odds are defined as the probability of the response belonging to a particular category,
divided by the probability of it not being in that category. Fullerton (2009) suggests the
equation below to demonstrate this concept:

odds (Strongly Agree) = p(Strongly Agree)
p(Agree, Disagree, Strongly Disagree)

Given that all ordinal data in this study have four levels, the researcher took
advantage of the ordered nature of the responses and examined the odds that an
individual will give a “higher” versus a “lower” answer based on the established
predictor variables. For example, the odds of two distinct groups of people (e.g., one
who works in an elementary school and the other who works in only middle/high school)

responding in a “higher” manner (i.e., more agreement) versus a “lower” manner (i.e.,
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less agreement) on various Likert scale items will be presented. When predictor
(independent) variables had more than two levels, (i.e., professional organization
affiliation: Both, National, State, or None), odds were compared across each pair of
categories (e.g., Both vs. None, Both vs. State, National vs. None, National vs. State, and
None vs. State). Finally, when the predictor variables were continuous, for example,
years since completion of most recent degree, the odds ratio was evaluated by comparing
the odds of a more “agreeable” answer across each single unit (one year) increase.

The assumption of proportional odds is a prime concept within OLR. The
proportional odds assumption concludes the relationship, in terms of the odds ratio based
on a given variable, is the same among each pair of outcome groups. Therefore, the
coefficients that describe the relationship between the highest category (Strongly Agree)
and all response categories below it (Agree, Disagree, Strongly Disagree) are the same
coefficients which describe the relationship between the next highest category (Strongly
Agree & Agree) and all lower categories (Disagree & Strongly Disagree), given that all
other variables in the model are held constant (Institute for Digital Research and
Education, n.d.). Therefore, only one set of coefficients will be reported because the
relationships between all ordered pairs of groups are constant.

Following analysis of the signs of the regression coefficients, the assumption of
proportional odds was examined to determine the model adequacy and to provide insight
into the effects of explanatory variables on the ordinal outcome. Parameter estimates
obtained through OLR were converted to cumulative odds ratios to obtain effect size
measures. The magnitude or odds ratio of the effect of a specific explanatory variable

was used to indicate the size of the effect of a specific explanatory variable on the odds of
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the event occurring. Data meeting the established significance level of p = .05 were
considered significant and will be reported in this chapter.

The final three survey questions regarding psychologists’ use of research-based
approaches for analyzing cognitive processes and evaluating for patterns of strengths and
weaknesses as well as questions 21 and 22 were structured as multiple choice questions.
Therefore, these data were analyzed using chi-square analysis to determine if the
proportions of responders in each category significantly differ from chance. Chi-square
analyses were compared with the same four independent variables as all OLR models.
The preponderance of data did not meet all assumptions necessary for the chi-square tests
to be considered valid. Therefore, these results will be presented using descriptive
statistics.

Findings

This chapter details the research results, which are organized to present
demographic summaries, ordinal logistic regression, and descriptive statistic results. See
Appendix F for a comprehensive summary of all OLR findings. All significant data (p =
.05) have been collapsed and organized in the following manner: (1) the assessment
practices and classification criteria used by practicing Georgia school psychologists to
operationalized SLD based on significant explanatory variables, (2) Georgia school
psychologists’ perceptions of RTI and the use of this approach for SLD identification
based on significant explanatory variables, and, (3) Georgia school psychologists’ use of
research-based approaches for analyzing cognitive processes and the evaluation of
patterns of strengths and weaknesses. Research results are summarized at the conclusion

of the chapter.
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Demographic Profile of Respondents

In aggregate, 366 individuals self-selected to participate in the online survey,
resulting in an initial response rate of 47.6 percent. A thorough analysis of responses
resulted in the disqualification of 27 responders due to the following reasons: opting out
of the survey (n = 3), stating that they were not currently a practicing school psychologist
(n =18) in the state of Georgia, or exiting the survey following completion of
demographic questions (n = 6). Additionally, 23 individuals did not complete the entire
survey; therefore, their data were not considered adequate for analysis. Therefore, a
response rate of 41percent (n = 316) was achieved.

Of total respondents, 83.9 percent were female and 16.1 percent were male.
Participants’ level of education was predominantly an Ed.S./Specialist degree in school
psychology (72.5 percent), with remaining participants reporting holding a doctorate
(21.5 percent) or master’s (6 percent) degree. Race was distributed between white (86
percent), black/African-American (10.8 percent), and the remaining indicated other or a
combination of multiple races. Table 1 presents descriptive statistics of study

participants for all predictor variables.
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Table 1

Descriptive Statistics

Variable n Percent

Population Served

Elementary 301 95.3

Non-Elementary 11 3.5

No response 4 1.2

Total 316 100.0
Implementation of RTI

Yes 134 42.4

*No 7 2.2

*Yes, not at optimal level 175 55.4

* combined for analyses

Total 316 100.0
Member of State/National Organization

State 116 36.7

National 23 7.3

None 58 18.3

Both 119 37.7
Hold NCSP (National Certification)

Yes 87 27.5

No 228 72.2

No Response 1 3

Total 316 100.0

Assessment Practices of Georgia School Psychologists

Two major sections of the survey instrument focused on the assessment practices
of Georgia school psychologists, as well as their perceptions regarding the classification
of SLD students. This comprehensive topic was initially addressed with survey questions
targeting psychologists’ perceptions regarding various proposed strategies for the
operationalization (e.g., classification criteria) of SLD. In a separate section, the survey
investigated psychologists’ perceptions regarding the specific topic of cognitive/1Q

assessments and how psychologists utilized these results in the classification of students
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as SLD. These sections were combined and presented below as the assessment practices
and classification criteria used by Georgia school psychologist based on significant
predictor variables.

Operationalization and classification of SLD. Prior to responding to questions
concerning the operational definition of SLD, psychologists were asked to identify their
perceived level of understanding and knowledge regarding the classification/definitional
issues surrounding SLD. In addition to the four main predictor variables, psychologists’
self-reported knowledge ranking was included in the OLR analyses as a possible
predictor variable for this section only. This dichotomous category was defined as
extremely knowledgeable and not extremely knowledgeable. Following psychologists’
self-selection of knowledge level surrounding this topic, they were asked to rank the
various criteria currently used for the operationalization of SLD. Each criterion was
ranked on a 4-point Likert scale according to psychologists’ level of agreement ranging
from Very Much Disagree to Very Much Agree. After completion of the
operationalization section, psychologists were asked to select the two criteria they
perceived as most important for the identification and classification of students with
SLD.

OLR analysis revealed three of the five options presented as possible criteria in
the operationalization of SLD resulted in at least one significant predictor variable. Three
predictor variables resulted in significant findings when psychologists rated their
perception of the use of cognitive achievement discrepancy as the defining feature of
special education eligibility under the category of SLD. Psychologists who described

themselves extremely knowledgeable, strongly disagreed with this statement 29.1 percent
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of the time, compared to 16.7 percent of those who described themselves as less
knowledgeable. OLR results revealed the odds of an extremely knowledgeable Georgia
school psychologists perceiving the use of cognitive achievement discrepancy in the
classification of SLD favorably was .613 (95% CI 0.398 to 0.943) times as high (less
likely) as a psychologist that placed themselves in the less knowledgeable category, a
statistically significant effect, Wald y*(1) = 4.963, p = .026. Therefore, the odds of an
extremely knowledgeable psychologist perceiving the use of cognitive achievement
discrepancy in the classification of SLD favorably is .613 times as high (less likely) as a
psychologist that placed themselves in the less knowledgeable category.

The second significant explanatory variable regarding the use of cognitive
achievement discrepancy as the defining feature of SLD eligibility was psychologists’
membership in a professional organization. Approximately one-third (31 percent) of
respondents who reported no professional membership strongly disagreed with this
operational definition, while 30 percent of members of National Association of School
Psychologists (NASP) also strongly disagreed. In contrast, a mere 18.1 percent of
members of state professional organizations strongly disagreed with the use of 1Q-
achievement discrepancy as the defining feature for SLD classification. OLR results
revealed the odds that psychologists with membership in only a national professional
organization would agree with the use of achievement discrepancy for operationalizing
SLD were .373 (95% CI1 0.157 to 0.888) times as high as members in only state
organizations. Similarly, psychologists who reported no professional membership were

also less likely than members of state only professional organizations to agree
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(odds ratio = .501, 95% CI 0.271 to 0.926). Both of these professional membership
dichotomous pairs resulted in a statistically significant effect, Wald y°(3) = 7.932, p =
.047). Hence, school psychologists who are members in only Georgia professional
organizations were significantly more likely than psychologists who were members of
only national organizations, or those having no professional organization affiliation, to
respond more agreeably to the use of significant discrepancy between cognitive ability
and achievement as the defining feature of SLD classification.

Years since completion of most recent degree was the final significant
explanatory variable related to cognitive achievement discrepancy as an operational
definition of SLD. OLR results revealed, for each additional year increase since
completion of most recent degree, the odds of selecting a more agreeable statement are
.974 (95% CI 0.951 to 0.998) times as high (less likely) resulting in a statistically
significant effect, Wald x*(1) = 4.575, p = .032. Therefore, psychologists with greater
number of years since graduation are more likely to disagree with the use of cognitive
achievement discrepancy for operationalizing SLD.

The use of RTI as a means of operationalizing SLD was the second option
containing a significant predictor variable. The odds that psychologists who reported
working in a school or district with no RTI program, or a RTI program lacking
commitment and reliability, were .588 (95% C1 0.382 to 0.904) times as high as
psychologists who reported working in a district with a comprehensive RTI program to
agree that RTI should be the defining feature in the operationalization of SLD, a

statistically significant effect, Wald y*(1) = 5.857, p = .016. Analysis of frequency
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distribution revealed less than half (49 percent) of responding psychologists selected RTI
as the most or second most important criteria used for operationalization of SLD.

The final possible option with significant results regarding psychologists’
perceptions of operationalizing SLD was the use of a simple but severe discrepancy in
academic achievement. Results revealed the odds that psychologists rating themselves as
extremely knowledgeable in the classification/definitional issues surrounding the
operationalization of SLD would select an agreeable response were .629 (95% CI 0.410
to 0.966) times as high as less knowledgeable psychologists (Wald y*(1) = 4.491, p =
.034). Therefore, psychologists with self-reported knowledge regarding classification
and definitional issues surrounding SLD classification are less likely to agree that a
severe academic achievement discrepancy should be a defining feature in the
operationalization of SLD.

At the conclusion of the operationalization section, psychologists were asked to
select which of the five criteria outlined they perceived as the most important and second
most important for the identification of students with SLD. As indicated in Table 2, the
overwhelming majority of psychologists (80 percent) perceived the assessment of
cognitive processing deficits evidenced through patterns of strengths and weaknesses as
the most important criteria. RTI was the second most frequently selected criteria (49
percent). The integration of RTI combined with assessment for patterns of strengths and
weaknesses was the third most frequently selected criteria (38 percent). The data indicate
psychologists appear to prefer the use of assessment of processing deficits evidenced
through patterns of strengths and weaknesses or RTI rather than a combination of these

criteria.
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Table 2

Criteria Most Frequently Selected For Operationalizing SLD

Criteria N  Percent
Cognitive processing deficits evidenced through PSW 252 80
Discrepancy between academic achievement scores 38 12
Discrepancy between Cognition and achievement 64 20
Response to Intervention 154 49
RTI and evaluation for PSW 121 38

Note. PSW = patterns of strengths and weaknesses

Three survey items pertaining to general perceptions surrounding SLD
classification also resulted in significant predictor variables. When asked if students with
discrepancies between cognitive ability and achievement have qualitatively different
instructional needs over students whose low cognitive scores are causally related and,
therefore, indicative of low-achievement, the predictor variables related to affiliation with
professional organizations and years since completion of last degree proved significant.
Results revealed that less than half (47.8 percent) of psychologists who reported
membership in national organizations agreed/strongly agreed with this statement, while
over 70 percent of state-only members and psychologists with no professional affiliation
(73.7 and 75.4 percent, respectively) agreed. OLR results revealed the odds of
psychologists who are members of a national organization agreeing that the instructional
needs of students with various learning difficulty profiles are meaningfully different were
.330 (95% CI 0.128 to 0.848) times as high as psychologists with no professional
membership and .280 (95% CI1 0.117 to 0.670) times as high as members of state-only
organizations, resulting in a statistically significant effect, Wald x*(3) = 9.019, p = .029.
Hence, psychologists who are members of national professional organizations only are

significantly less likely than members of state organizations or psychologists with no
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professional organization affiliation, to agree that students with discrepancies between
cognitive ability and achievement have qualitatively different instructional needs than the
sub-group of slow learners (students who have lower cognitive ability and achievement
commensurately). Additionally, for every year since graduation, the odds of a
psychologist choosing a more agreeable statement regarding the instructional needs of
students with various learning difficulties was .949 (95% CI 0.949 to 0.998) times as
high, also a statistically significant effect, Wald y°(1) = 4.455, p = .035.

In a similar question regarding poor readers who are classified as slow learners,
psychologists were asked if these students should be designated as having a specific
learning disability. OLR results revealed the only significant predictor variable for this
question was years since completion of most recent degree. Results indicated that for
every year since completion of highest degree, the odds of a psychologist being more
agreeable that poor readers whose learning profile would identify them as slow learners
should be classified as SLD were 1.028 (95% CI 1.002 to 1.054) times higher, a
statistically significant effect, Wald y*(1) = 4.520, p = .033. Hence, psychologists who
have been out of school the longest are significantly more likely to agree that struggling
readers who fall into the sub-group of slow learner should be classified as SLD.

The use of cognitive ability/l1Q scores in the identification of SLD.
Psychologists’ perceptions of the use of cognitive ability scores to assist with identifying
and serving children with learning disabilities were briefly explored. Of the seven
questions pertaining to various aspects of the use of cognitive ability testing, three
contained significant predictor variables. Again, psychologists’ professional organization

affiliation was observed in two of the three significant areas.
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Membership in a professional organization resulted in statistically significant
OLR findings (Wald ¥*(3) = 8.733, p = .033), regarding psychologists’ perception of the
value of analyzing individual cognitive assessment sub-test when determining SLD
classification. The odds of psychologists with membership in a national organization
agreeing that individual subtests analysis is a sound assessment practice was .304 (95%
C10.118 to 0.784) times as high as members of Georgia only professional organizations.
Additionally, the odds that psychologists with no professional affiliation agreed with the
use of individual subtest analysis were .469 (95% CI 0.238 to 0.926) times as high (less
likely) as members of Georgia-only organizations. Frequency distribution revealed 90
percent of members of state-only professional organizations selected agree or very much
agree with this use of individual sub-test analysis to assist in understanding the nature of
a learning disability, while 78 percent of both psychologists who were members of
national organization and psychologists who had no professional organization affiliation
selected similar criteria. Therefore, results revealed that psychologists who are members
in only a Georgia professional organization were significantly more likely than members
of national organizations or psychologists with no professional membership to agree that
individual sub-test analysis is a useful assessment practice for understanding the nature of
a learning disability.

When asked to respond to the following statement: Cognitive ability and
achievement discrepancy criterion is useful because it is the only unique feature of
learning disabilities that makes SLD distinct from other disability categories,
psychologists who were members of Georgia professional organizations were, again,

significantly more likely to agree than any other category (i.e., membership in both state
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and national, national only, or no professional membership). Of responding
psychologists, 47 percent of members in a Georgia professional organization agreed or
very much agreed with this statement, while only 22 percent of national members, 33
percent of psychologists with no membership and 31 percent of psychologists with
membership in both national and state organizations agreed or strongly agreed. OLR
results indicated the odds of psychologist with membership in both state and national
organizations were .571 (95% C1 0.349 to 0.935) times as high as members of a Georgia
organization to agree that cognitive ability and achievement discrepancy criterion is the
single unique feature that makes SLD category distinct. Similarly, the odds that members
of national organizations only would agree with this statement were .405 (95% CI 0.169
to 0.968) times as high as members of state organizations, and the odds that psychologists
with no professional membership agreeing were .469 (95% CI 0.254 to 0.869) times as
high as psychologists who were members of Georgia only professional organizations.
Each resulting in a statistically significant effect, Wald x*(3) = 9.176, p = .027.

The second significant predictor variable regarding the usefulness of cognitive
ability discrepancy for classifying SLD, because it is the exclusive feature making SLD
distinct from other disability categories, was years since completion of most recent
degree. OLR results revealed that for each additional year since completion of most
recent degree the odds of psychologists agreeing that cognitive ability and achievement
discrepancy criterion is useful because it is the one unique feature of SLD are .976 (95%
C10.953 to 1.000) times as high (less likely), a statistically significant effect, Wald y*(1)

=3.920, p = .048,
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The final area of psychologists’ perceptions of the use of cognitive ability testing
which revealed a significant OLR predictor variable focused on the learning ability of
students classified as SLD. Specifically, the question investigated psychologists’
perceptions regarding whether the level of difficulty a student would have acquiring new
learning could be predicted by the magnitude of discrepancy between cognitive
assessments and ability. OLR analysis revealed that for each additional year since
graduation, the odds of a psychologist selecting a more agreeable response to this
statement were less likely (odds ratio: .960, 95% CI1 0.935 to 0.984), a statistically
significant effect, Wald x*(1) = 10.120, p = .001. Consequently, psychologists who have
been working in the field longer, without additional formal training at a university, are
significantly less likely to agree that the level of learning difficulty a child will
experience is related to the magnitude of discrepancy between cognitive ability and
achievement scores.

Perceptions of RTI and its use in SLD ldentification

The Response to Intervention (RTI) section of the survey provided an in-depth
analysis of psychologists’ perceptions regarding the RTI program in the school(s) and
district they worked. Questions explored psychologists’ abilities, skills, and desires, to
perform various roles within their RTI program, as well as, the use of RTI for the
identification of SLD. Survey questions regarding RTI were separated into four main
categories with multiple sub-questions. These categories included psychologists’
perceptions regarding the following: (1) the availability of various school personnel and
resources necessary to successfully implement an RTI program; (2) the perceived

capability of psychologists to fulfill various professional roles within the training and
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implementation of their RTI program; (3) psychologists’ desire to engage in various roles
within the RTI program; and, (4) the extent to which the RTI model has improved the
assessment of students for SLD.

One predictor variable used throughout this research was psychologists’
perceptions of the RTI program at the schools in which they worked. Psychologists were
presented with the major components which have appeared throughout literature
(Berkelye et al., 2009; Fuchs, Mock, Morgan, & Young, 2003; Fuchs & Vaughn, 2012;
Hughes & Dexter, 2011; National Center on Response to Intervention, 2010; Zirkel,
2011) and asked to classify their RTI program in one of three categories: (1) their schools
have effectively implemented these components into their RTI program, (2) their schools
have some of the components outlined but not all of the components necessary for a
fully-functional RTI program, and (3) the school which the psychologists worked did not
have an RTI program. For the purposes of OLR analysis, psychologists’ responses to the
level of RTI implementation in their school(s) were combined into two dichotomous
predictor variable categories. Results revealed that a little over half of the survey
participants (58.1 percent) placed their schools in the no/less than optimal category while
the remaining participants (41.9 percent) stated the RTI program in their schools was
fully functional. Although the predictor variables, professional membership affiliation
and years since completion of last degree were found significant in a select few of the
OLR analyses, by far, the primary significant predictor variable throughout this section
was psychologists’ classification of the quality of the RTI program in the district they

worked.
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Resources to implement a reliable RTI program. The initial section requested
that psychologists rate the ability of the personnel and the availability of resources within
the RTI program in the schools/districts they serve on a four-point Likert scale ranging
from excellent to poor. OLR analysis indicted the one significant predictor variable for
each of the five sub-questions regarding the availability of resources to implement an
effective RTI program was psychologists’ perceptions regarding the quality of their
schools’ RTI program.

Psychologists’ perceptions regarding the ability of general education teachers to
implement effective reading, math, and writing interventions with fidelity (e.g.,
implementing instruction as designed) were clearly impacted by the RTI program in their
districts. Psychologists who reported working in an optimal RT1 model were less likely
(33 percent) to indicate general education teachers’ ability as fair/poor, while 58 percent
of psychologists working in a school/district with no RTI or an inadequate model
indicated fair/poor. OLR analysis revealed the odds that psychologists whose districts
either lacked commitment and reliability or simply had no RTI program would select a
response on the poor end of the scale were 3.029 (95% CI 1.937 to 4.737) times higher
(more likely) than psychologists who indicated a rigorous RTI model was in place (Wald
v*(1) = 23.602, p = .001).

Psychologists’ perceptions of special education teachers’ ability to provide
academic interventions with fidelity resulted in a similar outcome. Psychologists
working in districts with no RT1 or less optimal RTI programs were more likely (35
percent) to rank the ability of special education teachers as fair/poor; while a mere 17

percent of psychologists working in optimum RTI districts indicated the abilities of
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special education teachers as fair/poor. OLR results revealed the odds of psychologists
in the no/less than optimal RTI category responding at the poor end of the scale regarding
special education teachers’ abilities to implement reading, math, and writing
interventions with fidelity were 3.464 (95% CI 2.130 to 5.632) times higher than
psychologists in the optimal RTI category, a statistically significant effect, Wald xz(l) =
25.086, p = .001.

When asked if their schools/districts had an adequate level of personnel to
implement RTI effectively, 92 percent of psychologists in non-RTI schools indicated
fair/poor, while 67 percent of psychologist in fully functional RTI programs made a
similar selection. OLR analysis indicated that the odds of psychologists in the non-RTI
category selecting at the poor end of the scale regarding level of personnel necessary for
RTI implementation were 5.607 (95% CI 3.490 to 9.009) times higher than psychologists
working in fully functional RTI model (Wald x*(1) = 50.775, p = .001).

Psychologists’ perceptions regarding the availability of the financial resources
necessary to implement an RT1 model effectively were similar to other inquiries on this
topic. Over 60 percent of psychologists who reported working in a non-RTI school
indicated their access to adequate resources for effective RTI implementation was poor,
while only 20 percent of psychologists working in fully-functional RTI models indicated
their resources were in the poor range. Similarly, OLR results indicated the odds of
psychologists selecting a response in the poor range were 6.101 (95% CI 3.817 to 9.753)
times higher for a psychologist from a non-RT1 school than for a psychologist working in
a well-designed RTI model, a statistically significant effect, Wald xz(l) =57.090,

p =.001.
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Psychologists’ perceptions concerning the availability of time necessary to
implement an RTI program effectively was the final resource area with significant OLR
findings. Over half (58 percent) of psychologists working in non-RTI schools indicated
the amount of time available for the implementation of an effective RTI model was poor,
while only 24 percent of psychologists working in functional RTI programs selected the
poor range. OLR results indicated the odds of psychologists’ selecting a response on the
poor end of the scale was 4.449 (95% CI 2.820 to 7.019) times more likely when the
respondent worked in a non-RTI school than psychologists working in optimal RTI
program (Wald Xz(l) =41.194, p =.001). In a related question, psychologists working in
non-RTI schools were more likely than psychologists in ideal RTI programs to agree that
the availability of time necessary to complete all of the tasks required of a school
psychologist is a barrier to the effective implementation of the RT1 model (odds ratio:
1.662, 95% CI 1.092 to 2.530), a statistically significant effect, Wald xz(l) =5.610,p=
.018.

Psychologists’ perception regarding competence and desire to fulfill RTI
leadership roles. A variety of predictor variables were found significant when
psychologists were asked to rate their ability and desire to fulfill various leadership roles
within their schools RTI programs. OLR results revealed that for each additional year
since completion of most recent degree, the odds that psychologists would indicate their
ability to fulfill a leadership role in the organization and training to develop an effective
RTI program as desirable/very desirable were .967 (95% CI 0.945 to 0.990) times higher,
a statistically significant effect, Wald Xz(l) =7.930, p =.005. Similarly, the odds that

psychologists had a desire to fulfill a training role were also contingent on years since
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graduation. OLR results revealed for each year since completion of most recent degree
the odds of psychologists’ selecting desirable/very desirable were .974 (95% CI 0.952 to
0.996) times higher, also a significant effect, Wald x*(1) = 5.348, p = .021. These results
indicate for each additional year since completion of most recent degree psychologists’
ability and desire to fulfill leadership roles within an RTI program increase.

When psychologists were asked to rank their ability and desire to provide highly
effective reading, math and writing instruction, professional organization affiliation and
level of RTI program implementation were consistently significant predictor variables.
Psychologists working in schools with less optimal RTI programs dependably indicated
the poor end of the scale when ranking their ability to provide highly effective reading
(odds ratio: 1.629, 95% CI 1.080 to 2.457, Wald »*(1) = 5.419, p = .020), math (odds
ratio: 1.888, 95% CI 1.242 to 2.868, Wald »*(1) = 8.865, p = .003), and writing (odds
ratio: 1.660, 95% CI 1.093 to 2.520, Wald Xz(l) =5.651, p =.017) instruction. Based on
these findings, it was not surprising that the odds of psychologists’ working in less than
optimal RTI programs selecting not at all when ranking their desire to provide highly
effective reading, math, and writing instruction were 1.854 (95% CI 1.198 to 2.841) times
higher than psychologists working in optimal RTI programs, a statistically significant
effect, Wald y?(1) = 7.724, p = .005.

Psychologists who were members of both a state and national professional
organizations were consistently less likely to rate their ability to provide highly effective
math, reading, and writing instruction on the poor end of the scale as opposed to
psychologists who have no professional organization affiliation. The odds that

psychologists with membership in both state and national organizations would indicate
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their ability was on the poor end of the scale compared to psychologists with no
professional membership affiliation were .416 (95% C1 0.231 to 0.748, Wald y*(3) =
8.646, p = .034) times as high for reading, .443 (95% CI 0.245 to 0.802, Wald *(3) =
8.050, p = .045) times as high for math, and .387 (95% CI 0.213 to 0.702, Wald ¥*(3) =
10.707, p = .013) times as high (less likely) for writing.

Psychologists clearly indicated they possessed the ability and desire to actively
participate in the area of behavior and classroom management consultation within an RTI
model. Psychologists’ perceived ability to consult in data tracking and academic based
interventions was notably reduced. Furthermore, their desire to perform academic-
oriented tasks was even more diminished. Table 3 contrasts psychologists’ responses
regarding their ability to consult and engage in various RTI roles versus their desire to
actually perform those roles.

Table 3

Psychologists’ perceived capability to consult and engage in various RTI roles and desire
to fulfill that roll.

RTI Role Abilityto  Abilityto Desireto  Desire to

Consult Engage Consult  Fulfill role
Percent Percent Percent Percent

Progress monitoring and data 90.96 72.10 78.62 33.13

tracking

Provide “highly effective” 65.72 28.96 58.44 19.18

reading, math, writing

instruction

Consult regarding classroom 87.81 82.13

management

Consult regarding behavioral 90.22 84.38

support

Note. Ability to consult or engage = percent selecting good/excellent. Desire to consult or
fulfill role = percent selecting desirable/very desirable
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Psychologists’ perceptions regarding how RTI has addressed factors
surrounding assessment for SLD. When presented with various academic factors in the
area of both general education and special education which RTI has been purported to
improve, results revealed approximately half (54.9 percent) of the responding
psychologists perceived that RTI had provided little to no improvement. Table 4 outlines
psychologists’ perceptions concerning the areas in which RT1 has enriched the

educational environment for students.
Table 4

Psychologists’ perception regarding the extent to which the RTI model has been an
improvement in addressing the following factors

Academic Factor Little/No Moderate/Significant
Improvement Improvement
Percent Percent
Identification and intervention of children at 54.9 45.1
a young age
Minimizing over-representation of minority 64.3 35.7
children as SLD
Accurate identification of students with 68.6 31.45
cognitive disabilities
Accurate identification of students with 44.8 55.2
SLD
Taking the quality of classroom instruction 56.3 43.7
into account
Screening of all children at an early age 51.4 48.6
Connection between assessment and 49.4 50.6
instruction
Ongoing monitoring of student progress. 32.1 67.9

A single predictor variable was found significant for each of the above academic
factors. As presented in Table 5, the sole significant predictor variable found throughout

OLR analyses was the quality of psychologists’ RTI program. The odds of psychologists
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working in less optimal RTI programs indicating that RTI had resulted in a significant
improvement were consistently less likely than psychologists working in a fully-
functional RTI model. Table 5 presents OLR results for the odds that psychologists
working in schools with no RT1 or a less rigorous RTI program would select a response

on the significant improvement end of the scale.

Table 5

Ordinal Logistic Regression results for perception of psychologists from non-RTI schools
concerning the impact of RTI on various academic areas

Academic Factor Wald P- Odds  Lower Upper
(1)  value Ratio  Limit Limit

Identification and intervention of 13.226 .001 465 .308 .702
children at a young age.

Minimizing overrepresentation of 25.766  .001 329 214 505
minority children as SLD.

Accurate identification of students 35.730 .001 .268 174 412
with cognitive disabilities.

Accurate identification of students 35.442 .001 259 .166 404
with SLD.

Taking the quality of classroom 6.555 .010 .582 .384 .881
instruction into account.

Screening of all children atan early  26.317 .001 333 218 506
age.

Connection between assessment and 20.218 .001 374 244 574
instruction.

Ongoing monitoring of student 32.315 .001 281 182 436
progress.

Two additional areas resulted in significant OLR findings concerning
psychologists’ perceptions surrounding the use of RTI in their assessment for SLD. First,
for each year increase since completion of most recent degree, the likelihood that a
psychologist would agree that cognitive assessments should be administered within the
RTI model to rule out a cognitive disability as the cause of severe achievement

discrepancy decreased (odds ratio: .975, 95% C1 0.953 to 0.998, Wald y*(1) = 4.418, p =
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.036). The second significant area surrounded psychologists’ perceptions was the need
for a systematic way to rule out lack of appropriate instruction as a factor in student’s
learning difficulties. The odds that psychologists working in a less functional RTI
program would agree with the need to develop a means to systematically rule out lack of
appropriate instruction were 1.574 (95% CI1 1.007 to 2.460) times higher than
psychologists working in fully functional RTI model, a statistically significant effect,
Wald y*(1) = 3.957, p = .047.
Approaches for Analyzing Cognitive Processes in Evaluation of PSW

Within the state of Georgia, a formal research-based model for selecting
assessment section and analysis of cognitive processing data to determine the
significance of observed patterns of strengths and weaknesses has not been
recommended. This lack of operationalization for assessment and interpretation of
patterns of strengths and weaknesses (PSW) places the responsibility on the local
education agencies (LEA) and individual school psychologist for determining if observed
PSW warrant a classification of SLD. The goal of the final survey section was to
determine if Georgia school psychologists were incorporating empirically-based models
in their evaluation of PSW as part of the SLD eligibility process. As stated previously,
all data in this section were initially analyzed using a chi-square analysis to determine if
the proportions of responders in each category significantly differ from chance. Chi-
square analyses were compared with the same four independent variables as the ordinal
logistic regression models. Following completion of chi-square analysis, the majority of

data did not meet all assumptions necessary for the chi-square tests to be considered
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valid, primarily due to inadequate responses within some independent variable
subgroups. Therefore, results were analyzed and presented as descriptive statistics.

Of the 315 psychologists who chose to respond to this question, 64 percent (n =
201) stated that they currently use a formal alternative research-based approach in their
evaluation for patterns of strengths and weaknesses when establishing SLD eligibility,
while 36 percent (n = 114) stated they do not. As Table 6 indicates, the use of Cattell-
Horn-Carroll (CHC) based operational definition of SLD, which is grounded in CHC
theory, was, by far, the most prominent approach selected by Georgia school
psychologists. Although considerably less, the second most frequently selected approach
was the use of RTI and cognitive hypothesis testing based in the Concordance-
Discordance theory.
Table 6

Research-based Approach Most Frequently Selected

Criteria n Percent
CHC-Based Operational definition of SLD (CHC 128 62.4
Theory)

RTI and Cognitive Hypothesis testing for identification 27 13.2
and intervention of SLD

Discrepancy/Consistency approach to SLD 19 9.3
identification (PASS Theory)

Evidence-based differential diagnosis and treatment of 11 5.4

reading disabilities with and without commodities in
oral language, writing, and math (Evidence-Based

Theory)
I am not aware of any of these 10 4.9
Other 10 4.9

The majority of psychologists who indicated they did not use a research-based

approach when assessing PSW cited a lack of familiarity with various approaches as their
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primary reason. Table 7 summarizes the descriptive statistics of the various explanations

psychologists provided for not using an empirical approach to the assessment of PSW.

Table 7

Reason for Not Utilizing a Research-Based Approach Most Frequently Selected

Criteria n  Percent

I am not familiar with this type of approach 46 411

I do not think they are useful 4 3.6

I am not trained in how to use alternative research based approaches 27 24.1

I am not allowed by my district to use alternative research-based 13 11.6
approaches

I do not think federal regulations allow for the use of alternative 2 1.8
research-based approaches

Other 20 179

Psychologists indicating they did not use an empirically-based approach for
evaluation of PSW were asked to briefly describe the method they were using for
analyzing PSW. Psychologists’ responses were difficult to analyze due to their diverse
and multifaceted nature. Therefore, frequency data indicated two to four areas of
analysis selected by a single psychologist. Below is a sample of psychologists’ responses
to clarify the multiple informal methods reported to analyze PSW:

e Within the RTI process we analyze error patterns in student work. We

also look at teacher assessment of standards and progress toward
standard achievement. Within the formal psych educational
component, there is careful monitoring of error patterns and of
behaviors students demonstrate when giving responses. Additionally
consideration is given to common processes that underlie subtest
performances, as well as looking at actual individual standard score

discrepancies.
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Just looking at the scores and seeing if there is a general discrepancy
(approximately 10 standard points), which is why they always qualify.
We (in my district) are always worried about "in the court of law"
since the discrepancy is not defined clearly in the regulations. Who are
we to define it? (in the court of law, we may be faulted).

Currently, | am using cognitive, adaptive, social/emotional and
achievement measures and index scores to analyze patterns of
strengths and weaknesses.

Standards based on school system practices.

We are using a roughly 10-point difference between 1Q and processing
scores to indicate significant differences.

Discrepancy model.

I examine academic achievement and see if processing strengths and
weaknesses match the child's classroom performance.

In the area of processing, we typically administer processing measures
including things like CTOPP, subtests of WJIII Cog, visual perceptual
measures, memory and learning measures. Instead of using strict cut-
offs or a cross battery spreadsheet -- we look more holistically for a
pattern of strengths and weaknesses. Are there areas well below
average and areas that are at least average. The pattern of strengths and
weaknesses also appears to refer to achievement so we look for a

pattern of strengths and weaknesses there as well.
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Response analysis resulted in nine categories. However, as the examples above
indicate, frequently a single response could be classified in multiple categories.
Following analysis, the majority (46.2 percent) of psychologists reported administering
and analyzing various forms of cognitive processing assessments. Frequently, responses
involved methods for analysis including, “looking at scores” or “using professional
judgment” to determine if a significant pattern of strength and weakness existed. Table 8
summarizes the categories of responses from the 36 percent of psychologists who
reportedly are not currently utilizing a formal procedure for the analysis of cognitive
processing assessment data in their analysis for PSW. Appendix E provides the
comprehensive list of all psychologists’ responses.

Table 8

Techniques reported by psychologists for evaluation of patterns of strengths and
weaknesses

Criteria n Percent
Cross Battery 10 9.4
Discrepancy 4 3.8
General Processing Analysis 49 46.2
Inter-Individual Comparison 21 19.8
Intra-Individual Comparison 33 31.1
Multiple Source Comparison 40 37.7
Standards based Assessment 2 1.9
Subtest Analysis 14 13.2
Other 3 2.8
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Chapter Summary

The federal definition of SLD has remained essentially unchanged for the past 30
years. Additionally, federal and state regulations have utilized somewhat vague and
ambiguous terms when establishing classification criteria for SLD. IDEIA, provides
three major options for the classification of SLD, including: (1) discrepancy between
cognitive ability and academic achievement, (2) Response to Intervention (RTI), and/or
(3) the use of other alternative research-based procedures (Flanagan & Alphonso, 2011).
Georgia, however, has mandated that the 1Q-Achievement discrepancy model is no
longer recognized as an acceptable operational component in the classification of SLD.
The state of Georgia requires RTI with additional assessment of cognitive processes, as
well as, psychologists’ professional judgment to determine if the student exhibits a
pattern of strengths and weaknesses in performance prior to determining eligibility for a
SLD.

The objective of this research study was to provide straightforward insight into
the perceptions of Georgia school psychologists regarding the various operational
components, assessment practices, and the use of RTI for determining SLD eligibility.
Additionally this study explored if psychologists’ perceptions could be linked to any of
the established explanatory variables including the following: population served, RTI vs.
non-RTI school, years since completion of last degree, and affiliation with state and/or
national professional organization.

Assessment Practices and Classification Criteria Used to Operationalize SLD

Psychologists’ perceptions regarding the use of cognitive ability/IQ achievement

discrepancy scores as an assessment practice for both the operationalization of SLD
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classification and as a method for defining the learning needs of the SLD student were
most significantly predicted by the professional organization affiliation variable.
Psychologists reporting membership in Georgia-professional organizations were
significantly more likely than members of national organizations to select agree/strongly
agree that 1Q/cognitive ability-achievement discrepancy should be the defining feature of
special education eligibility under the category of SLD. Additionally, psychologists with
only a state membership were significantly more likely than members of national, both,
or psychologists with no professional membership to agree/strongly agree that cognitive
ability-achievement discrepancy is useful because it is the one unique feature of learning
disabilities that makes SLD distinct from other disability categories. Similarly, members
of Georgia only and psychologists with no professional affiliation were significantly
more likely to agree/very much agree that the instructional needs of students who present
with discrepancies between cognitive ability and achievement are qualitatively different
than students with similar learning difficulties who present with low cognitive scores
which are commensurate with their achievement abilities (i.e., slow learners).

The second significant predictor variable observed when analyzing psychologists’
assessment practices and classification criteria used to operationalize SLD was years
since completion of most recent degree. In many cases this could be interpreted as years
of experience; however, this variable was analyzed according to the reported year that
each psychologist received their highest degree. For each year since completion of
degree, OLR results indicated an increased likelihood that the responding psychologists
would disagree/very much disagree that 1Q-achievement discrepancy criterion was

useful, because it is the one unique feature that makes SLD distinct from other special
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education classifications. Similarly, for each additional year since completion of most
recent degree, the odds of a responding psychologist disagreeing/very much disagreeing
that children with greater discrepancies between their cognitive ability and achievement
have more significant learning difficulties or require distinctly different instruction than
students classified as slow-learners (globally low cognitive ability and achievement)
increased. The final significant finding of years since completion of most recent degree
predictor variable was that for each year increase responding psychologists were more
likely to agree/very much agree that poor readers who are also slow learners should be
classified under the SLD eligibility category.

The only question with significant findings concerning the operationalization of
SLD in which the predictor variable, psychologists’ rating of the quality of the RTI
program in the district they worked, was psychologists’ perception concerning RT1 as the
defining feature of special education eligibility under the category of SLD. Psychologists
from districts with no RTI or less optimal RTI programs were significantly less likely to
agree with this statement.
Perceptions of RTI and the Use of this Approach for SLD Identification

Two predictor variables were found significant following OLR analyses of the
survey section concerning psychologists’ perceptions regarding the implementation of
their RTI program and the use of this model for SLD identification. By far the most
prominent significant predictor variable was the quality of the RTI program in the
responding psychologists’ district. Of responding psychologists, 58 percent reported
working in districts with no RTI or less than optimal RTI programs. This group

consistently responded on the poor end of the scale regarding the availability of resources
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needed for RTI implementation, their capability to engage in various RTI roles including
leadership, training, and modeling direct instruction. Additionally, this group’s responses
were significantly on the not desirable end of the scale for fulfilling various RTI
responsibilities.

Years since completion of last degree was found to be a significant predictor
variable solely in the area of providing leadership, training, and organization of their
district’s RTI program. As years since completion of most recent degree increased,
psychologists’ perceived ability and desire to engage in this leadership role also
increased.

Use of Research-Based Approaches for Analyzing Cognitive Processes and PSW

The majority (64 percent) of responding psychologists reported utilizing a
research-based approach in their analysis of cognitive process for PSW. Of those
psychologists, 63 percent reported using CHC based theory in their analysis process. The
majority of psychologists whom reported not employing research based techniques in
their analysis of cognitive processing testing data for PSW cited the reason as a lack of
familiarity with the technique (41 percent) or lack of training (24 percent). Analysis of
the responses from psychologists who reportedly do not use an empirically-based model
for analyzing cognitive assessment data to determining PSW concluded that the majority
(49 percent) administer general processing assessments and multiple source comparisons
(40 percent) to determine if processing strengths and weaknesses are significant enough

to warrant placement in special education under the classification of SLD.
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CHAPTER 5
SUMMARY, CONCLUSIONS AND IMPLICATIONS

Summary

The conceptual definition of specific learning disabilities (SLD) has remained
essentially unchanged since it was inserted as part of the Education of all Handicapped
Children Act in 1977. However, with the reauthorization of IDEIA, the operational
definition or standards of classification used in the identification of students as learning
disabled changed. IDEIA explicitly has stated that the use of 1Q-Achievement
discrepancy is no longer a required classification model for determining eligibility under
the special education eligibility of specific learning disability (SLD). More relevant to
this research, Georgia law prohibits the use of 1Q-Achievement discrepancy while
explicitly mandating the implementation of RTI, assessment of cognitive processes, and
the use of professional judgment to assess for patterns of strengths and weaknesses in
performance and achievement prior to determining an SLD classification. The wording
of both IDEIA and Georgia law provide no specific procedures (i.e., operational
definition) for determining SLD eligibility. As a result, this responsibility falls to each
local education agency and ultimately individual school psychologists.

The school psychologist plays a vital role in the implementation of RTI.
Additionally, school psychologists are the leading experts in the area of assessment of
cognitive processes and the interpretation of multiple forms of outcome data for
establishing SLD eligibility. The first step in achieving consistent identification of
students presenting with a possible learning disability is to develop an understanding of

school psychologists’ perceptions and beliefs, as well as, the identification procedures
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used in SLD assessment and eligibility determination. It is imperative that the
perceptions and assessment practices of school psychologists across Georgia be
understood in an effort to improve the accuracy, fidelity, and consistency of SLD
identification methods, as well as identify possible training institution and professional
development needs state-wide.

This study administered an instrument used in three previously published studies
(Mechek & Nelson, 2007, 2010; Speece & Shekita, 2002) to survey practicing school
psychologists across the state of Georgia. The researcher selected an ordinal logistic
regression design to answer the following research question: What are the perceptions,
practices, and operational components used by practicing Georgia school psychologists
for determining eligibility under the classification of specific learning disability in all
eight domain areas (oral expression, listen, think, speak, read, write, spell, mathematical
problem solving, and/or calculation)? In addition, the following sub-questions helped
clarify the results:

1. What is the probability that the assessment processes perceived as important by
Georgia school psychologists for establishing SLD eligibility can be accounted for
by various explanatory variables including: population served, RTI vs. non-RTI
school, years since completion of last degree, and membership in a state/national
professional organization?

2. What is the probability that the perceptions of Georgia school psychologists’
regarding the use of RTI for establishing SLD eligibility can be can be accounted

for by various explanatory variables including: population served, RTI vs. non-RTI
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school, years since completion of last degree, and membership in a state/national
professional organization?

3. Are practicing Georgia school psychologists incorporating empirically-based
models in their evaluation of patterns of strengths and weaknesses as part of the
SLD eligibility process?

An ordinal logistic regression (OLR) research design was selected based on the
nature of the measurement scale used throughout the survey to determine the outcome
variables. The outcomes of interest in this research (e.g., school psychologists’
perceptions) were measured predominantly on a four-point Likert scale resulting in
categorical dependent variables with ordered levels. OLR design allowed the researcher
to compare the probability of a particular response occurring at or above a specified level
of the ordinal response variable as a function of established predictor (independent)
variables (DeCarlo, 2003; Liu, 2008). Predictor variables used for all OLR analyses
throughout this study included population served, RTI vs. Non-RTI school, years since
completing last degree, and membership in state/national professional organization.
Additionally, this study explored if psychologists were currently using empirically-based
models when assessing cognitive processes and evaluating for patterns of strength and
weaknesses.

Analysis of Research Findings

Clear trends emerged when predictor variables were analyzed using OLR
analyses. The predictor variable, population served (i.e., elementary only vs. non-
elementary) was the one variable that did not reveal any significant findings throughout

this study. All other predictor variables were found to yield varying levels of significant
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findings. Questions related to psychologists’ assessment practices, their use of cognitive
ability scores, and psychologists’ perceptions of classification of SLD, revealed
affiliation with a state or national professional organization as by far the most frequently
observed significant, predictor variable. Results indicated that members of national
professional organizations only were consistently more likely to disagree with the
ongoing use of cognitive ability achievement discrepancy in operationalizing SLD than
psychologists with membership in Georgia professional associations only. When the
topic of cognitive ability discrepancy was further explored, again, members of only
Georgia-based professional organizations continued to assert that cognitive ability
achievement discrepancy was the unique feature that makes SLD distinct from all other
disability categories. These significant findings were consistent across all other
professional affiliation (i.e., national, both, none) compared to psychologists who had
membership in Georgia-only professional organizations. On a few occasions, significant
results from the predictor variable years since completion of most recent degree
paralleled the findings observed with members of national professional organizations. As
the years since completion of most recent degree increased, respondents were more likely
to respond in a similar fashion as psychologists with only national professional
affiliation. Please refer to Appendix F for summary table of all OLR analyses.

Clearly these findings are not aligned with Georgia law or the state’s eligibility
procedures outlining the assessment and analysis requirements for classifying a student as
SLD. These results do, however, appear to align with research suggesting some
psychologists continue to favor the use of cognitive ability scores in their assessment and

classification of SLD (Mechek & Nelson, 2010, O’Donnell & Miller, 2011). These
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findings indicate that some Georgia school psychologists continue to value and possibly
use cognitive achievement discrepancy as a means of establishing SLD eligibility.
Additionally, psychologists who have membership in Georgia professional organizations
appear to agree with the ongoing use of cognitive ability and achievement discrepancy
significantly more often than those with membership in only National organizations.

Psychologists’ perceptions of the use of RTI in the operationalization of SLD, as
well as, their desire and capability to fulfill various leadership roles and responsibilities
within an RTI program, were significantly impacted by the predictor variable related to
the quality of the RTI program in the schools that respondents worked. Psychologists
working in districts with no RTI program or less functional models clearly indicated they
lack the financial resources, skilled personnel, and time, to implement a quality RTI
program more frequently than psychologists working in schools with fully functional RTI
programs. Interestingly, responses from psychologists working in less functional RTI
programs also indicated fair/poor significantly more often when asked about their own
ability to provide highly effective reading, math, and writing instruction. These findings
may help to explain why psychologists working in less optimal RTI programs were
significantly more likely to select disagree/strongly disagree when asked if RTI should
be a defining feature for special education eligibility under the classification of SLD.

As stated previously, chi-square analyses were performed on the three multiple
choice questions regarding psychologists’ use of alternative research-based approaches in
their analysis of cognitive processing assessments for PSW. Results from these analyses
were inconclusive because much of the data did not meet the assumptions necessary for

the chi-square tests to be considered valid. Some clear trends did become apparent,
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however, following the analysis of descriptive statistical analysis. More than half (64
percent) of responding psychologists specified that they currently use an alternative
research-based approach in their evaluation for PSW. Similarly, 59 percent of
psychologists selected assessment of cognitive processing deficits evidenced through
PSW as the most important criteria for establishing SLD classification. When provided a
list of possible research-based approaches used in analysis for PSW, the use of CHC-
based operational definition of SLD (based in Cattell-Horn-Carroll theory) was by far the
most frequently selected (62 percent) model reportedly used by psychologists.

Similarly, (88 percent) of all responding psychologists agree/strongly agree that
cognitive ability scores are useful for understanding the nature of a child’s learning
disability, and 94 percent stated that 1Q/cognitive ability has significant implications for
how one can learn and be taught academic concepts. These results are interesting given
that the CHC-based model does not employ the use of full-scale 1Q/cognitive ability
scores as part of the analysis process. The CHC-based operational definition of SLD
theory integrates general cognitive ability comprised of a combination of broad and
narrow cognitive processing abilities. Findings from this study appear to indicate that
although psychologists are beginning to embrace the use of cognitive processing analysis
for evidence of PSW, they continue to also value incorporating the traditional full-scale
cognitive ability scores as part of their assessment practice and in the operationalization
of SLD.

Discussion of Findings
Several studies presented in the literature review prove salient to the findings in

this research. Three of the studies (Speece & Shekita, 2002; Mechek & Nelson, 2007,
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2010) presented in the literature review used essentially the same survey instrument
administered in this research. Thus, this provides a unique opportunity to compare the
responses of practicing psychologists from various work environments over time. The
following discussion will compare the findings from this study to other pertinent research
presented in the literature review.

Operational Definitions and Assessment Practices

The two definitional components most frequently selected by Georgia
psychologists as the most important to include in the operationalization of SLD were the
use of RTI (58.3 percent) and cognitive processing deficits evidenced through PSW (86.3
percent). By far, the majority of respondents perceived evidence of distinct patterns of
strength and weaknesses verified through cognitive processing deficits as the primary
defining feature in the operationalization and classification of SLD. This is an increase
from the 77.6 percent agreement found in Mechik and Nelson’s 2007 survey and almost
twice as large as Speece and Shekita’s (2002) findings (49.5 percent) using the same
survey. These results appear to indicate that responding Georgia school psychologists
have moved in the direction of established Georgia regulations and favor the assessment
and analysis of cognitive processes for the classification of SLD.

The second most frequently selected definitional component for the
operationalization of SLD was the use of RTI. Results indicated that 58.3 percent of
Georgia psychologists agree that RTI is an important feature. Interestingly, these
findings are markedly lower than both Speece and Shekita’s (2002) (67.3 percent) and
Mechik and Nelson’s (2007) (81.1 percent) earlier findings. In 2007, Mechik and Nelson

concluded that the significant increase in psychologists’ selection of RTI from 2002 to
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2007 was possibly due to the notoriety gained by RTI during that time period. However,
with a little over half of respondents (58.3) stating that they perceive RT1 as a defining
feature of special education eligibility under the classification of SLD, findings from this
research indicate, Georgia psychologists’ perceptions of RTI as have fallen well below
the 2002, outcome (67.3 percent) of Speece and Shekita. These results may indicate that
in the six years since Mechik and Nelson completed their study, the challenges and
limitations of long-term RTI implementation have become a reality. These findings were
further clarified by analysis of OLR data. OLR findings clearly indicated that the quality
of the RTI program in the schools in which a responding psychologist worked was the
single significant predictor variable consistently observed throughout the survey’s RTI
section. Psychologists working in less functional RTI programs were significantly less
likely to agree/strongly agree that the RTI model is an important defining feature in the
operationalization of SLD. These findings strongly imply that the quality of the RTI
program significantly impacted psychologists’ perceptions of validity of the use of RTI in
the operationalization of SLD.

Usefulness of cognitive ability achievement discrepancy. Given that the state
of Georgia no longer allows the use of cognitive (1Q) achievement discrepancy as part of
the classification and eligibility determination for learning disabilities, findings regarding
the perceptions of Georgia psychologists concerning this option for operationalizing SLD
are worth exploring. Previous research revealed strikingly different results concerning
the use of cognitive ability achievement discrepancy in the classification of students as
SLD. In 2007, Mechik and Nelson reported 61.9 percent of responding psychologists

agreed/strongly agreed with the use of cognitive achievement discrepancy in the
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classification of students as SLD. This figure was twice as high as Speece and Shekita’s
(2002) earlier findings (30.2 percent). Results from this research concluded that currently
a mere 20.9 percent of responding Georgia school psychologists agreed with the use of
cognitive achievement discrepancy as a defining feature in the operationalization of SLD.
These findings are not surprising, given that Georgia law no longer allows the use of this
assessment practice when classifying a student as SLD. Although 20.9 percent is a
relatively small number of respondents to select this assessment practice, results do
appear to indicate that some school psychologists practicing in Georgia continue to
perceive cognitive ability achievement as the preferred practice in the operationalization
of SLD. This understanding could be viewed as important to the Georgia Department of
Education as future decisions regarding special education policy and continuing
education are considered.

In 2011, O’Donnell and Miller found a positive correlation between
psychologists’ exposure to RTI and their acceptance of the RTI model, as well as a
negative correlation between psychologists’ exposure to RTI and acceptance of the 1Q-
Achievement discrepancy model. OLR findings from this research indicate that RTI
exposure did not significantly impact Georgia psychologists’ perceptions regarding the
use of cognitive ability achievement discrepancy in the operationalization of SLD.
Results however, did indicate a single significant predictor variable professional
membership affiliation, impacted respondents’ perception of the continued value of
cognitive ability achievement discrepancy for operationalizing SLD.

Ordinal logistic regression analyses revealed several interesting and significant

findings regarding psychologists’ perceptions of the use of cognitive ability and
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achievement discrepancy scores. Results indicated that members of national-only
professional organizations or psychologists with no professional membership affiliation
were significantly more likely to disagree/strongly disagree with the use of cognitive
ability and achievement discrepancy in the operationalization of SLD than members of
Georgia-only professional organizations. In similar findings, psychologists who are
members of a national professional organization, those with no professional membership
affiliation, and, those who were members of both national and state organizations were
significantly more likely than members of only a Georgia professional organization to
disagree/strongly disagree that cognitive achievement discrepancy is useful because it is
the one unique feature that makes SLD distinct from other classification criteria.
Additionally, the same subgroup, psychologists with Georgia-only membership, were
significantly more likely to agree that children with significant cognitive ability and
achievement discrepancies have qualitatively different instructional needs than students
classified in the category of slow-learner. Interestingly, the only other significant
predictor variable consistent across these areas was years since completion of most recent
degree. For each year since a psychologist had completed his/her most recent education,
the likelihood of him/her disagreeing with those statements increased. Thus,
psychologists who have been out of school longer tended to disagree with the value of
assessing for cognitive ability achievement discrepancies in the operationalization and
classification of SLD. These OLR results provide vital new information in understanding
the variables that appear to currently influence the assessment practices and classification

techniques of practicing school psychologists within the state of Georgia.
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These results provide Georgia professional organizations with valuable
information regarding the current perceptions of their members regarding the ongoing use
of cognitive ability achievement discrepancy as a viable assessment and diagnostic
practice. Additionally, these results may warrant a thorough review of the National
Association of School Psychologists (NASP) position statement, assessment guidelines,
and the emphasis of ongoing professional development toaccount for the apparent
discrepancy between the perceptions and assessment practices of national versus Georgia
professional organizations.

Perceptions regarding efficacy of cognitive ability assessments. Analysis of
psychologists’ perceptions of the use of cognitive ability assessments for SLD
classification revealed that a clear majority (88 percent) of responding Georgia school
psychologists continue to value the use of full-scale cognitive ability (1Q) scores. Speece
and Shekita (2002) found 42 percent of responding psychologists in their study agreed
that full-scale cognitive ability score alone was useful in understanding a child’s learning
disability, while 48.3 percent of respondents in Mechik and Nelson’s (2007) study found
full-scale scores valuable. Results of the current study indicated that, while the majority
of Georgia school psychologists appear to be moving away from the use of cognitive
ability achievement discrepancy model, they continue to value full-scale cognitive ability
scores. Given that, within the state of Georgia, SLD eligibility requirements include the
use of RTI and assessment of cognitive processes to identify PSW when establishing
SLD eligibility, these results are somewhat surprising. As multiple scholars on the topic
of the research-based models used in the assessment and evaluation of PSW posit, the

only practical use of full-scale 1Q or cognitive ability scores is for the diagnosis of an
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intellectual disability. Therefore, full-scale cognitive ability scores are considered
irrelevant in all PSW models (Berninger 2011; Flanagan, Fiorello, & Ortiz, 2010; Hale et
al., 2011; Hanson et al., 2009; Naglieri, 2011).

Further analysis of psychologists’ perceptions of cognitive ability testing
revealed that they preferred the use of factor index scores (90.9 percent) and subtest
analysis (86.9 percent) for understanding the nature of a learning disability. These results
indicated a substantial increase in this assessment practice from Mechek and Nelson’s
2010 study which revealed responding psychologists’ perceptions of the value of factor
index scores was 62.2 percent and subtest analysis was 59.8 percent. Ordinal logistic
regression results from this reserach provided further clarification of variables which
appear to have impacted psychologists’ perceptions. Results revealed that psychologists
who were members of only national professional organizations or had no professional
membership were significantly more likely than members of Georgia professional
organizations to disagree with the use of subtest analysis in their assessment of learning
disabilities.

One important difference between Mechek and Nelson’s (2010) study that may
account for the differences observed in this study is the research population. Mechek
and Nelson’s research population was comprised solely of members from the National
Association of School Psychologists (NASP). The population from this study resulted in
only 7.3 percent of responding psychologists reporting national-only professional
membership, while 37.7 percent reported both national and state, and 36.7 reported only
state professional membership affiliation. These findings contribute to the understanding

of the assessment practices of Georgia school psychologists, specifically indicating
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Georgia psychologists appear to value and continue to utilize the assessment of cognitive
ability in the classification of students with SLD.

This apparent discrepancy between the opinions of state professional
organizations and NASP may be of interest to Georgia professional organization
leadership. A review of NASP professional development and position statements may
reveal how or why this discrepancy persists. Additionally, Georgia Department of
Education may find these results informative as they develop and design ongoing
statewide training and professional development for Georgia school psychologists.
Perceptions of RTI

The passage of IDEIA resulted in the elevation of RTI to a prominent role in the
SLD eligibility process. Although current literature provides a comprehensive overview
of the basic construct and methodology for establishing a RTI program (Fuchs & Fuchs,
2006; lkeda, 2012; O’Connor & Freeman, 2012; VanDerHeyden, 2007; Witt, &
Gilbertson, 2007; Ysseldyke, 2005), the literature is replete with concerns regarding the
limited consistency of RTI practices across schools, districts, and states (Berkeley,
Bender, Peaster, Gregg, & Saunders, 2009; Hale et al., 2010). It is important to recall
that Georgia is one of only four states in the nation requiring RTI prior to establishing
SLD eligibility (Zirkel & Thomas, 2010). Findings from this current study suggest that
only a little more than half (58.3 percent) of responding Georgia psychologists
agreed/strongly agreed that RT1 should be one of the defining features of SLD
classification. The results presented below begin to provide an understanding of why

many school psychologists in Georgia may not have embraced this model.
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Abilities and resources of schools for implementing RTI model. Findings
from this study indicated that the majority of school psychologists in Georgia perceive
that there is an overall lack of resources available to implement a quality RTI program.
More than 80 percent of respondents perceived their district as having inadequate
financial resources (80.1 percent), amount of personnel (82.1 percent), and time (85
percent) necessary to implement an effective RTI program. When asked about the
availability and quality of support personnel, responding psychologists perceived special
education teachers superior to general education teachers in their ability to provide
effective reading, math, and writing interventions with fidelity. Analysis of the findings
revealed that 72.5 percent of responding psychologists perceived special education
teachers’ skills as good/excellent while only little more than half (53.1 percent) perceived
general education teachers possessing similar abilities. Although the majority of
psychologists’ responses revealed the perception of deficient resources, results from OLR
analysis revealed psychologists’ perceptions were significantly impacted by the quality of
the RTI program in their district.

Providing that RTI continues to be as one of the defining features for
operationalizing SLD within the state of Georgia, it is imperative that state and district-
level leadership ensure adequate instruction and interventions are occurring at Tier 2 and
Tier 3. Ensuring adequate instruction is the only way that policy makers and district
leadership can be assured that the SLD eligibility process is conducted with fidelity and
the SLD population is neither over- nor under- identified.

Responding psychologists presented with significantly different perceptions of

RTI resource availability based on whether they worked in schools that were
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implementing a quality RTI program with good fidelity. OLR results revealed that
psychologists working in schools with less functional or no RTI programs were
significantly more likely to select poor when rating the ability of special education
teachers, and all other resources including level of personnel, availability of financial
resources, and time necessary for RTI implementation. These findings may begin to
confirm the caution presented by multiple scholars and professionals working in the area
of learning disabilities who have questioned the long-term fidelity and sustainability of
RTI (Fuchs & Vaughn, 2012; Hughes & Dexter, 2011; Machek & Nelson, 2007,
Yesseldyke, 2005; Zirkel, 2011).

Psychologists’ ability and desirability to engage in RTI roles. Respondents’
perceptions of their ability to take on roles generally associated with RT1 models were
frequently more favorable than their desire to assume those roles. For example, of
responding psychologists, 72.8 percent stated they possessed good/excellent capability
for taking on a leadership role in the organization and professional training within an RTI
program, whereas only half (50.5 percent) found this role desirable/very desirable.

Most psychologists perceived their ability to consult to be higher than their capacity to
directly engage in various RTI roles. Furthermore, psychologists’ desire to actually
perform various academic-based tasks within an RTI model was quite limited. This was
particularly true regarding the provision of effective instruction. These findings were
quite similar to Machek and Nelson (2010), who reported that 60 percent of surveyed
psychologists had a positive perception of their ability to consult regarding effective
reading instruction, while only 30 percent felt they possessed the skills to actually

provide that instruction. Findings from this research clearly indicated that respondents
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perceived themselves capable of providing classroom management and behavioral
consultation in far greater numbers than in any academic areas. Additionally, they
indicated a significant desired to fulfill the role as a behavioral consultant. Conversely,
as indicated in Table 3, psychologists’ perceived skills and abilities in the area of
academic consultation or direct instruction were quite limited.

Ordinal logistic regression results regarding psychologists’ perceived ability and
desire to perform various roles within the RTI model revealed two areas of interest.
Psychologists working in schools with no RTI or limited programs were significantly
more likely to rate both their ability and desire to engage in academic based roles as
fair/poor. Further research regarding the impact of psychologists’ perceptions of their
ability and desire to perform various RTI roles, especially in the area of academics,
would provide a needed level of understanding of the impact of these beliefs on the
schools RTI program. A clear lack of resources appears to be one contributing factor
indicating why psychologists’ perceive their RTI program as less functional. Additional
research exploring the impact psychologists’ lack of ability and desire to fulfil various

academic RTI roles has on the faithfulness of the RTI program is warranted.

Years of experience was an additional significant predictor variable. For each
year since completion of most recent degree, psychologists’ perception of their capability
and desire to provide leadership in RTI training increased. These results were different
than O’Donnell and Miller’s (2005), who concluded work setting (e.g., elementary vs.
non-elementary), and Machek and Nelson (2007), who concluded self-reported level of
knowledge, as the variables impacting psychologists’ acceptability of RTI. Perhaps these

various results are best explained by prominent researchers in this field. As Burns,
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Vanderwood, and Ruby (2005) concluded, states have primarily assigned responsibility
for the design, training, and implementation of RTI programs to individual districts and at
times, individual psychologists, resulting in significant inconsistencies in all areas of the
model. Additionally, O’Connor and Freeman (2012) posited that without effective
district coordination, decision-making, and support for RTI, there is an increased
potential for the model to become fragmented and unfocused, and thereby unsustainable.
As long as the SLD classification process in the state of Georgia continues to depend on a
quality RTI program conducted with good fidelity, district and state leaders need to
ensure that an adequate level of leadership is present for training, organizing, and
supervision of RTI program development and implementation.
Approaches for Analyzing Cognitive Processes and Evaluation of PSW

In 2006, the third option included in IDEIA for identifying students with SLD
(8300.307[a]) was the use of alternative research-based procedures. As Flanagan and
Alfonso (2011) pointed out, this relatively vague term has been interpreted by many
experts to be the assessment and analysis of neuropsychological processes and various
forms of academic achievement data to evaluate for PSW. Although multiple
empirically-based approaches for evaluating profiles of strengths and weaknesses in
cognitive processing skills have been proposed, the state of Georgia has not chosen nor
recommended a particular empirically-based model for determining PSW. Therefore,
guidelines for psychologists’ interpretation of the comprehensive cognitive processing
assessments are not currently available.

Of responding psychologists, 64 percent reported currently using a formal method

for analyzing psychological processing assessments and other forms of data to determine
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the presence or absence of PSW for SLD eligibility. This is a dramatic increase from
Kerrigan’s (2011) conclusion that 17 percent of psychologists responding to a nation-
wide survey were able to correctly identify that three options were available in IDEIA for
SLD identification. Additionally, only 25 percent of psychologists responding in
Kerrigan’s (2011) study reported using an alternative research-based approach in their
SLD identification process. Of the five research-based approach options provided to
psychologists in the survey, 62.4 percent stated they currently use the CHC based
operational definition of SLD (Flanagan, Alfonso, & Mascolo, 2011).

The CHC-based operational definition of SLD is arranged into five levels
requiring extensive pieces of data defining the characteristics and nature of a student’s
academic performance, response to RTI intervention approaches and outcome data,
specific neuropsychological processing assessments selected and administered based on
collected academic and RTI data, and finally the integration of all data collected at each
level to conduct an analysis of a pattern of strengths and weaknesses consistent with
SLD. Findings indicating this model as the one most frequently used by Georgia school
psychologists were unexpected, given the outcome results concerning psychologists’
perceptions of the current RTI program in their schools, the use of full-scale cognitive
ability scores, and their significant lack of time. Further research into the apparent
contradictions between psychologists’ assessment practices and specific operational
requirements of formal research-based methods for evaluating for PSW is warranted.

Of responding psychologists, 36 percent indicated that they did not currently use a
formal empirically-based approach in their assessment of PSW. Of these respondents,

65.2 percent cited lack of familiarity or training in how to conduct a formal alternative
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based approach when analyzing PSW for establishing SLD eligibility. These results
provide valuable knowledge to psychology training institutions and the Georgia
Department of Education regarding areas of needed training and professional
development.
Conclusions and Implications

Operationalization provides a process for the identification and classification of
concepts that have been formally defined (Flanagan, Alfonso, & Mascolo, 2011). This
research has focused on developing and understanding of the perceptions, practices, and
operational components used by practicing Georgia school psychologists for determining
eligibility under the classification of SLD in all eight domain areas. This research will
provide training institutions and the educational leaders of Georgia with valuable
information that could improve the accuracy, fidelity, and consistency of SLD
identification methods statewide. The conclusions that can be established below are

based on the findings from this research.

Operational Definition and Assessment Practices

The majority of responding psychologists in Georgia value the assessment of
cognitive processes analyzed for evidence of distinct patters of strengths and weaknesses
as the favored defining feature in the operationalization of SLD. Additionally, a clear
majority of psychologists continue to value full-scale cognitive ability scores, factor
index scores, and subtest analysis. Finally, although the numbers are limited,
approximately 20 percent of responding psychologists continue to value the use of
cognitive achievement discrepancy as a means of establishing SLD eligibility. The

predictor variables which appeared to significantly influenced psychologists’ assessment
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practices were professional membership affiliation, and on a much smaller degree, years
since completion of degree. Psychologists with membership in only national
organizations were much less likely to favor the use of individual subtest analysis or the
use of cognitive ability achievement discrepancy in any decision-making or predicting of
a student’s instructional needs. The reasons for these differences are unclear at this time
and warrant further investigation.
Response to Intervention

A little over half of responding psychologists agree/strongly agree that RT]
should be a defining feature in the operationalization of SLD. Furthermore, a clear
majority of psychologists’ perceived an overall lack of resources including financial,
personnel, and time needed to implement an effective RTI program. A single variable,
quality of the RTI program in the schools and districts which psychologists worked,
consistently predicted this trend of responses. The less effective the RTI program, the
less favorably psychologists viewed its use in the operationalization of SLD.

Psychologists’ perceived abilities to take on various roles typically associated
within an RTI model were consistently higher than their desire to assume those roles.
This trend was stable across all questions pertaining to leadership, progress
monitoring/data tracking, and consulting or providing highly effective instruction.
Additionally, psychologists perceived themselves better able to consult than actually
engage in those tasks. Psychologists’ perceptions were quite different in the area of
behavioral supports and classroom management. A clear majority of psychologists’ feel
capable and qualified to provide behavioral supports and, possibly just as important, they

desire to fulfill this role.
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Psychologists’ perceptions of all areas of RTI were consistently predicted based
on the quality of the RTI program in the schools they worked. Psychologists who
reported working in schools with less functional RTI or no RT1 were significantly less
likely to make a favorable selection regarding the merits of an RTI model or the use of
RTI in the operationalization of SLD. Unfortunately, almost half (44.6 percent) of
responding psychologists were in this category. These findings are alarming given that
RT]I is one of the two variables currently allowed in the classification of SLD students in
Georgia. Further research into the functionality and true implementation of RTI
programs across the state of Georgia is warranted.

Given the current fiscal climate and general cutbacks in education, the effect of
the RTI mandate on school psychologists is currently in a rather decisive period nation-
wide. This research began to answer several questions regarding the status of RTI within
the state of Georgia. However, one very important question remains unanswered: Will
RTI become a true reform that informs the decision-making process in the classification
of SLD and many other reforms or be a brief blip on the educational radar screen that
dwindles away? If the state of Georgia elects to require that RTI play a vital role in the
operationalization of SLD, it is imperative that the state also ensures that schools have the
resources, knowledge, and specialized personnel to conduct an RTI program with
consistency and fidelity. RTI in its purist form is not a program or a state-based
initiative; it has the potential to be a process founded in decision-making that is integrated
throughout each district as the basis of the school improvement process. This evolution
requires substantial educational reform, including a significant change in the mindset of

leaders at all levels of the educational system. These are very difficult decisions given
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the current economic climate; however, if state leadership is not able to support the level
of resources and funding necessary to establish fully-functional RTI programs, they may
possibly need to reconsider the emphasis of this model in the operationalization of the
largest special education classification area in the state.

Analysis of Cognitive Processes and Evaluation of PSW

More than half of the responding psychologists’ reported utilizing a formal
method in their analysis of psychological processing assessments and other forms of data
to determine the presence or absence of PSW when determining SLD eligibility. A large
majority selected the CHC-based operational definition of SLD as the method they
currently use in their analysis. This finding was unexpected due to the substantial
assessment requirements, as well as the labor-intensive parameters outlined in the CHC-
based operational definition of SLD. The extensive requirements of this model compared
to psychologists’ survey responses in areas such as assessment practices, interpretation of
results, lack of support for RTI, and time constraints place on psychologists warrant
further research into the apparent contradiction between the reported assessment practices
of psychologists and the rigorous guidelines established in various formal research-based
methodologies for evaluating PSW.

Over one-third of responding psychologists stated they did not use a formal
method in their analysis of PSW. A large majority of these psychologists cited a lack of
training and familiarity with formal alternative based approaches as the reason they were
not used. These findings provide valuable information regarding additional training at
both the university-level and to define statewide professional development needs for

practicing psychologists.
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Limitations and Recommendations for Future Research

Scholars seeking to further investigate this topic should take the following

implications and limitations of the current study, as well as recommendations for future

research into account.

1.

The significant response rate of Georgia school psychologists to the
survey conducted within this research indicates the value and level of
interest currently placed on this topic. Psychologists’ appear to be eager
and willing to wrestle with the complex issue of operationalizing the
identification of SLD. It appears this would be a good time for
professional organizations and the Georgia Department of Education to
work collaboratively to achieve this goal.

Results from this study indicate that there is considerable inconsistency in
the assessment practices and interpretation techniques currently used by
psychologists across Georgia when classifying a child as SLD. This is not
surprising given that psychologists have been directed to use their
professional judgment to assess for PSW in performance and achievement
prior to determining an SLD classification. A clearly defined statewide
operational definition for the classification of children as SLD would
eliminate several areas of concern identified by this study. A policy
outlining clear classification criteria (operationalization), as well as
procedures for selecting and analyzing all assessment data when
establishing SLD eligibility would be beneficial to psychologists and

result in increased consistency of SLD identification throughout the state.
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This study provided a thorough overview of the general assessment
practices of psychologists in the state of Georgia. However, additional in-
depth understanding of how psychologists are currently synthesizing and
analyzing the multiple data points (i.e., teacher/parent reports, standards-
based classroom performance, performance on high-stakes tests, RTI and
CBM data, cognitive ability, and cognitive processing data) to
systematically determine SLD eligibility in a consistent manner is needed.
Psychologists reported using empirically-based methods in their analysis
of PSW; however, some of the general responses necessitate additional
inquiry to fully understand the level of consistency of SLD classification
techniques statewide.

This study did not determine the causal factor(s) for why almost half of
the responding psychologists perceive that they work in districts with less
functional RTI programs. Research should be conducted to fully
comprehend the status of all RTI programs across the state. Developing a
comprehensive understanding of the current status of RTI programs state-
wide could serve to inform many budgetary and academic reform
decisions.

This researcher, as well as the empirically-based studies of many other
researchers as reported throughout this document have concluded that
psychologists neither feel qualified nor desire to fulfill a leadership or
mentoring role in the area of academic RTI. Conversely, between 80 and

90 percent perceive they are competent and do desire a role in the area of
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behavioral RTI. Possibly researchers have been asking the wrong
question. Rather than asking why psychologists do not feel competent in
fulfilling various academic-based RTI roles, future research may consider
defining which educational professional has the desire and skill-set to
fulfill this role. With the right knowledge-base, leadership, and
accountability, transferring the responsibility for academic-based RTI
away from school psychologists may solidify their role as the expert in the
assessment of psychological processes and the objective synthesis of all
forms of data, including academic RTI for determining SLD eligibility.
Two demographic areas were underrepresented in this study. The first
was psychologists working in urban schools. Although this researcher
made significant effort to include psychologists working in urban
environments, the research approval policies (i.e., IRB) in larger urban
districts significantly restricted access to that population. The second
underrepresented population was psychologists working in only
middle/high schools. A very limited number of responding psychologists
reported working in the middle/high school environment only with no
elementary school assignment. These two factors could be related. It may
be that urban schools are the only districts large enough to require a
psychologist assigned solely to middle/high schools. Further research to
determine if the findings of this study are consistent with the finding from

these two underrepresented populations is warranted.
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7. The method of measurement used throughout the survey instrument
administered in this study was a four-point Likert scale. The ranking (i.e.,
strongly favorable to strongly unfavorable, poor to excellent) of the scales,
however, was not constant throughout the survey instrument. Although
this could be accounted for during the statistical analyses and
interpretation process, it did require considerably more time and effort. It
is recommended that future researchers considering the use of this
instrument unify the ranking throughout.

DISSEMINATION

Numerous opportunities exist for the dissemination of this research. As with all
dissertations, this work will be electronically published in Georgia Southern University’s
electronic dissertation database. Additionally, the findings will be presented as a white
paper at The Georgia Association of School Psychologists 2014 state conference. This
presentation will provide an opportunity for stakeholders to discuss the implications of
the research findings. Additionally, the researcher plans to pursue presentations at other
state and national professional symposiums. Throughout the process of gaining access to
the e-mail addresses of school psychologists’ across the state, some districts requested
access to the research results as part of their RIB process. These districts will each
receive a copy of the research. Additionally, the district that allowed and encouraged
their psychologists’ to pilot the survey used in this research will receive a copy. Finally,
this research will be presented to several peer reviewed journals for publication. Target
journals for publication will include: Journal of Learning Disabilities, Psychology in the

Schools, and Learning Disabilities Research & Practice.
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CONCLUDING THOUGHTS

As is the case with most things worth doing, | am not certain | would have
attempted this study if I had truly internalized the level of complexity it presented.
Selecting a methodology using ordinal logistic regression, compiling a comprehensive
(although incomplete) list of the practicing school psychologists across the state of
Georgia, and developing a thorough understanding of a field that is not my program of
study, presented numerous challenges. In the end however, | am quite proud of this work
and believe | have conducted research that will truly contribute to the body of knowledge
in the areas of RTI and special education. | am grateful that I pursued this research and |

conclude this project a stronger person and a more confident scholar.
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APPENDIX A

LETTER OF PERMISSION FOR USE OF SURVEY

Grmil - Use of your survey htps:fmail zoogle commail wil Te=2&ik=73 83 fe05dc Sview—ptdog ...
-
m i I Marie Underwood <munderwood36@gmail .com>=
wlioogle
Use of your survey
2 messages
Marie Underwood <mundensood 56(@gmail come Sum, Mar 10, 2013 at 2252 PM

Tar Jason M Melson <jmnelsoni@uga.edu=

Dir. Melson,

Approcdmataly 8 months age | contacted you regarding the use of your Mational Survey of School Psychologists®
Perceptions of Reading Disabilities. | appreciate you allowing me to use your survey in my doctoral research at
Georgia Southem. | am embamassed to say that | cannot find the e-mail in which you gave me pemission to use
your survey. | am somy to bother you with this, howewver, my committee requires that | have your written permission. |
would appreciate it if you would respond to this e-mail with a short statement that | have your permission to use the
survey you adapted from Speece & Shekita, 2002 Also, | am in the process of completing the design and
methedology section of my prospectus.  If you have any psychometric data that helps establish validity of your
instrument | would greatly appreciate it. Thank you so much for your assistance. | promise | will not continue to
bother you. If you would like to see the results of my study with all practicing Georgia school psychologists let me
know and | will be sure you get a copy.

Thank you agaim,
Marie Uindensood

Jason M Nelson <jmnelsoni@uga edu> Mon, Mar 11, 2013 at 841 AM
To: Marie Underwood <mundernwood56@gmail come

Hi Marie,

Yes, feel free to use the survey in your research. We don't have any psychometric data on the survey. it would be
great to s2e the results of your study.

Best of luck,

IN

From: Marie Underwood [maitto:munderwoodS&figmail .com]
Sent: Sunday, March 10, 2013 2:53 PM
To: Jason M Nelson

e tet e

lofl 3252013 6:25 AM
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APPENDIX B
LETTER OF INVITATION TO PARTICIPATE IN SURVEY
Dear Psychologist,

| am a doctoral candidate at Georgia Southern University School of Education. |am currently
working on my dissertation entitled: “Georgia School Psychologists’ Perceptions Regarding
Identification of Specific Learning Disabilities”. | am writing to invite you to participate in the
voluntary survey | plan to use in my research. The goal of my research is to develop an
understanding of the perceptions and practices of school psychologists in Georgia regarding
establishing special education eligibility under the classification of specific learning disability.

All survey data will be transmitted in an encrypted format and responses will be completely
anonymous. Additionally, participants e-mail and IP addresses will not be saved.

| appreciate you considering participating in this important research. If you would like to
participate in this voluntary survey, please click on the link below. If you have any questions
please feel free to contact me.

Sincerely,

Marie Underwood
mu00218@georgiasouthern.edu
706-367-2647

www.surveymonkey.com/mysurvey...
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APPENDIX C
SURVEY

Georgia School Psychologists’ Perceptions of ldentihcation Practices for

Cover Letter

| am a doctoral student conducting dissertation research under the direction of Dr. Ter Melton in the Department of
Educational Leadership and Administration at Georgia Southem University. | imvite you io participate in a research study
entited "IDENTIFICATION OF SPECIFIC LEARNING DISABILITIES:GEORGIA SCHOOL PSYCHOLOGISTS
PERCEFTIOMS". The purpose of this research is to gain an understanding of the perceptions and practices of school
psychologists in Georgia regarding the dassification and exclusionary criteria used to establish SLD eligibility.

Participation in this research will include completion of a 48-question online survey. The questions are constructed as
follows: 3 guestions to ensure proper selection of responders, 11 demographic questions, 25 Likert Scale, and 10
multiple choice questions exploning perceptions of operational definition of Specific Leaming Disability(SLDY), cognitive
ability12 and SLD, Response to intervention (RTI), and psychological assessment praciices. The sunsey is not expected
to take longer than 20-25 minutes of your time.

Participation in this study is woluntary, and you may withdraw your participation at any time. There is no penalty for
deciding not to participate. You do mot have to answer any guestion which you do not wish fo answer. Due to the nature
of the research topic, you may experience minor discomfort such as minor ansdety, frustration, or anger. However, there
is no risk beyond that associated with daily ving. You may receive future personal and professional benefits related o
your professional practices or future leaming opportunities as a result of this study's findings. Society may also benefit
fram this research, in that study results may lead to improved assessment practices for the identification of SLD or a
recognition for needed policy changes.

Mo monetary compensation will be provided for your paricipation. However, all participants choosing fo complete the
sureey will have the opportunity to enter 8 Sweepstakes io receive one of two Amazon gift cands valued at $100.00 each.
Participation in the Sweepstakes is completely voluntary and this researcher will not have access to any personal
information from participants.

Mo individually identifying information about you, or provided by you during the research, will be shared with others. All
data collected will be stored in a locked cabinet maintained by the ressarcher for a minimum of three years after the
completion of the study, in case they are needed fo publish or present data. All data refrieved online will be password
protected. Additionally, all survey information will be encrypted to ensure responses are securely transmitted.

“ou have the right to ask questions and hawve those guestions answered. If you do hawve questions about this study,
please contact the researcher named below or the researcher’s faculty adviser, whose contact information is located at
the end of the cowver letter. For questions conceming your rights as a research participant, contact Georgia Southem
University Office of Research Services and Sponsored Programs at 812-478-0843. Please print a copy of this consent
form to keep for your records. This project has been reviewed and approved by the GSU Institutional Review Board under
tracking nusmber 00

Principal Investigator: Marie T. Underwood
Ph: 706-247-0105
Email: mul0218@gecpiasouthem.edu

Faculty Advisor: Dr. Ter A. Melton
Ph: 812-478-0510
tameltoni@gecngiasouthem.edu

ELECTROMIC COMSEMNT: Please select your choice below.
Clicking on the "agree" button below indicates that:

“fou have read the above information and you voluntarily agree to participate.
If you do not wish to participate in the research study, please decline participation by clicking on the "disagree
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Selection Criterion

* 1, | wish to participate in the research study
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*2, 1 am over 18 years of age.
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*3, 1 am currently a practicing School Psychologist in Georgia
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General Information

4. Are you male or female?

5. What is your age?
() 1etozs

[ ) 2stoae

ET

[ ) astose

() sstoes

() estare
() 75 or ciger

6. What is your race? Please choose one or more.

|:| Nattve Hawallan or other Pacific |slander

[ ] Amenican mnaan or Ataska atve
[ ] otrer
7. What is the highest level of education you have completed?

OH&IMSJHE{]

8. What year did you receive your highest degree?
Enter 4 digit yoar please |
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9, Please indicate how many years you have worked in a school as a school psychologist
(either full or part-time). Do not consider the current year a full year.
MurmDer of yaars | |

10. Please select the descriptor that best characterizes your school district.

11. Please indicate the percent of time you work at each level of education.

Elementary

Migdle School

| |
| |
High Schoal | |

12. Are you (Please choose one)?

13. What is the approximate school psychologist to student ratio in your district?
D 1:500

D 11000

D 1:1500

() 12000

D 122500

D 1:3000

() 13000
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14. Please list all state or national professional organization(s) you are currently a member
of

State onganization

I |
I |
I |
I |
I |
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Operationalizing Specific Learning Disabilities (SLD)

| am interested in your view regarding which criteria the public schools should use to identify young children as leaming
disabled. Listed below (questions 18-20) are several proposed criteria. For each one, please indicate the exdent to which
you believe it should be part of an cperational definiion of specific leaming disability using the following scale.

Strongly Disagree

Disagree

Agres

Strongly Agree

15. How knowledgeable are you on classification/definitional issues in specific learning
disabhilities? Please select the option which best describes your knowledge.

() Extremety Knowiedgeatie
() knowiedgeabie

() someanat Knowledgeabile
() Limiteds ar cursory knowledge
() Mat At AN Knowledgeatie

16. The original concept of a significant discrepancy between cognitive ability and
achievement should be the defining feature of special education eligibility under the
category of SLD (oral expression, listening, thinking, speaking, reading, writing, spelling,
mathematical problem solving, and/or calculations)

Strongly Disagres Disagres Agres Sirongly Agres

O O o @

17. Cut-off score on test of cognitive ability should be the defining feature of special

education eligibility under the category of SLD (oral expression, listening, thinking,

speaking, reading, writing, spelling, mathematical problem solving, andior calculations).
Strongly Disagres Disagree Agres Strongly Agres

O O @ O

18. Response to Intervention: Children who do not respond to generally effective regular
education instruction, which is consistently monitored, and increases in its intensity in
accordance with lack of student response should be the defining feature of special
education eligibility under the category of SLD (oral expression, listening, thinking,
speaking, reading, writing, spelling, mathematical problem solving, andior calculations).
Strongly Disagnee Disagree Agres Strongly Agres

@] o . @
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19. Cognitive processing: Children who present with distinct patterns of strengths and

weaknesses evidenced through processing deficits should be the defining feature of

special education eligibility under the category of SLD (oral expression, listening, thinking,

speaking, reading, writing, spelling, mathematical problem solving, and/or calculations)
Strongly Disagnee Disagres Agres Slongly Agras

o O O

20. A simple but severe achievement discrepancy should be the defining feature of special

education eligibility under the category of SLD (oral expression, listening, thinking,

speaking, reading, writing, spelling, mathematical problem solving, andior calculations).
Strongly Disagnee Dieagree Agres Strongly Agres

. O @

21. Which of the criterion outlined in questions 16-20 do you consider MOST important for
the identification of students with SLD?

—

22. Which of the criterion outlined in questions 16-20 do you consider the second most
important for the identification of students with SLD?

—
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IQ/Cognitive Ability testing and Specific Learning Disabiliteis

The following questions are an effort o better understand your perceptions of the use of [Qicognitive ability scores o
identify young children as leaming disabled. For each question below, please indicate your opinion of the statement.
23. Cognitive ability scores are useful in understanding the nature of a child's learning
disability.

Very Much Disagres Disagres Agres Very Much Agree

@] . . @

24. Factor index scores are useful to understanding the nature of a learning disability.
Very Much Disagree Disagree Agres Very Much Agree

Q o O O

25. Individual sub-test analysis is useful in understanding the nature of a learning
disability.
Very Much Disagres Disagres Agres WVery Much Agree

O . . O

26. One's |Q/cognitive ability has implications for how one ¢an learn and be taught new

academic concepts.
Very Much Disagrese Disagree Agres Very Much Agres

. O

27. Tests of cognitive ability are useful in the treatment planning and generation of
instructional strategies for students with learning disabilities.
Very Much Disagres Disagres Ares Very Much Agres

. O

28. The cognitive ability/lQ and achievement discrepancy criterion is useful because it is
the one unigue feature of Specific Learning Disabilities that makes SLD distinct from other
disability categories.

Very Much Disagree Disagres Agres Very Much Agree

. O

29. Children with larger 1Q/cognitive ability and achievement discrepancies will have
greater leaming difficulties than those with significant, but smaller cognitive ability-

achievement discrepancies.
Very Much Disagres Disagres Ares Very Much Agres

< @ @
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Response to Intervention

The reauthorized IDEA (2004) suggests the consideration of a "response to intervention™ (RT1) model of SLD identification |
In addition, the state of Georgia requires RTI. Experts have noted that the model would likely require:

1. Universal, population-based screening and progress monitoring io identify students with severe educational need.
2. Alignment of severity of student's problems to the intensity of interventions.

3. Imstructional intervention, supplemental to general education instruction.

4. Data that provide information reganding student progress and it's impact on reducing the gap with same-grade peers.
5. A systemn in place to monitor the fidelity of all interventions

-Those who continue to not respond to such regular education classroom efforts as described abowe may be identified as
needing special education senices

30. Please indicate whether the school(s) you serve already implement the RTI model as
described above

() ves
([ )we

() Have RTI program in piace but not to the extent outlined abave

31. Considering the above description of how RTI would be implemented, rate the abilities
and resources of the schools you serve to carry out this model in reference to the
following categories:

Excefiant Good Fair Poaor
Ability of GENERAL () () ) {
education teachers to
Implement effective
reading, math, and writing
Insinuction with fidelty
(Ndedity-implementing
Instruction a5 designed).
Aty of SPECIAL

) O ® ® O
Implement effective
reading, math, and writing
Insinuction with fidelty
(Ndedity-implementing
Instruction a5 designad).
Amount of personnel () () () T
needed fo implement RT1
effectively.
Finandal resoues nesded
o Implemsen the RTI
model effectively.

Time neaded to Implement O O O {'_:}

the RTI model effectively.

O
@,
O
0
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32. Rate your professional CAPABILITY to engage in the following RTI roles:

Excallant Fair
Speameading the raining O D
and organization of the RTI
effort

Consuling others on
progress monftonng and
data fracking

Engaging In achual
progress monftonng and
data fracking

Providing “Highly effective”
reading Instruction
Prowiding “highly effective”™
math Instruction

Providing “Highly effective”
writing Irstnuction
Consuring others on
“highly effective” reading
or math Instruction

Consuiting ragarding
Ci3EE0M management

behavicr suppart

oo O000 O O
o0 O000 O O Of
o0 O000 O O
OO o000 O O Of

33. Rate your DESIRE to engage in the following RTI roles:

Very Deslabie Deslrable Moderately Desrable Mot A1 All Desirable
Speameating the training O D
and organization of the RT
effort.
Consuiing others on
progrees monitoeing and
data fracking.
Engaging In actual
progrees monitoeing and
data tacking.

O
CJ

Providing "highly effective™
reading, math, or wiiting
Instruction.

Consuing others on
“highly effective”™ neading,
math, or writing Instruction.
Consufting ragarding
clasEMom management

Cansuiting r2garding
hehaor support

oo O O O O
oo o g O O
o0 O O O O
o0 0 O O O
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34. The time required to complete all tasks of a school psychologist are a barrier to the
effective implementation of the RTI model.
Very Much Disagree Disagres Agres Very Much Agree

. O

35. Intellectualicognitive assessments should be used within the RTI model to rule out
mental retardation as a cause of severe achievement discrepancy.
Very Much Disagree Disagree Agres Very Much Agree

. O

36. Rate the extent to which you think the RTI model has been an improvement in
addressing the following factors when assessing students for specific leaming disabilities
Mo Improwement A Intle Improwement A moderate improvement A significant improvement

Intervetion of children at a
young age.

Minimizing ower-
representation of minortty
children a5 learming
di=abied.

Accurabe Ideniification of
sludents with cognitive
disablities.

Accurate |dendification of
shudents with specific
leaming disabdiities.
Taking the quality of
dlassnoom Instnaction Into
acoount.

Scresning of all children at
an earty age.
Cormection between

assesament and
Instructionntervenfon.

Cngoing manioaing of O D D O

sluent progress.

oo & O O

oo o o O O
oo o o O O
o0 o o O O

37. Implementation of the RTI model has significantly increase the number of students
gqualifying for special education due to specific learning disabilities.
Wery Much Disagres Disagree Agres Very Much Agree

Q . - O
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General Perceptions of SLD Classification

According to the 2004 reauthorization of IDEA, "...a local educational agency shall not be required to take into
consideration whether a child has a severe discrepancy between achievement and intellectual ability in oral expression,
listening comprehension, written expression, basic reading skill, reading comprehension, mathematical calculation, or
mathematical reasoning.” Additionally, Georgia law prohibits the use of if l-Achievement discrepancy. Given these
changes, please respond o the following:
38. The changes in IDEA, 2004 has altered the way that school psychologists in my district
identify leaming disabilities.

Very Much Disagres Disagree Agres Very Much Agree

. O

39, Students who have discrepancies between cognitive ability and achievement have
qualitatively different instructional needs than students who have similar learning
problems but intellectual skills generally commensurate with their academic abilities (i.e.
identifiable sub-group whose low cognitive scores are causally related and predictive of

sustained low achievement)
Very Much Disagres Disagres Agres Very Much Agree

. O

40. Poor readers who are also slow learners (students that have lower cognitive ability and
achieve commensurately) should be designated as having a specific learning disability.
Very Much Disagrese Disagree Agres Very Much Agres

. O

41. The SLD category should be eliminated and resources currently designated for

students with SLD should be made available to schools for addressing the needs of a

broader segment of the student bady who are not benefiting from general education.
Vesy Much Disagree Disagree Agres Vry Much Agree

O O o O

42, There is a need for a systematic way to rule out lack of appropriate instruction as a

factor in learming difficulties.
Very Much Disagres Disagree Agres Very Much Agree

O O @ O

43. Assessment of a leaming disability by school psychologists should primarily inform
INTERVENTION EFFORTS.
Very Much Disagres Disagree Agres Very Much Agree

@] o . @
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44, Assessment of a leaming disability by school psychologists should primarily inform
eligibility determination of those needing special education services.
Very Much Disagrese Disagree Agres Very Much Agres

. O
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Assessment Practices

Georgia's curment interpretation of the third eptien for SLD identification outlined IDEA (2004) includes the following
provision: Professional judgment based on “multiple sources of evidence to conclude that the child exhibits a pattern of
sirengtiiz and weaknesses in performance, achievement or both, relative fo age, State-approved grade level standards
and intellectual development” (Georgia Department of Education, Special education rules implementation manual, 2011,
p- 22).

45. Do you currently use a formal altemnative research-based approach in your evaluation
for patterns of strengths and weaknesses when establishing an SLD eligibility?

() ves
e
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Choice 1

46. Which of the following research-based approaches do you currently use in your

evaluation of parmrerns and strengths and weaknesses when establishing an SLD
eligibility?

() DiscrepancyiConsistency Mode! using PASS Theary
() cognitve Hypotnesis Testing

D | am not aware of @y of thase memods

() Other jpiese specty)
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Choice 2

47. Why do you not use an alternative research-based approach for the evaluation of
partterns of strengths and weaknesses when establishing an SLD eligibility?

() 1:am not familiar witn this type of approach

D I dio not think they are useful

() 1amnot trained In how to use altematve research-based approaches

D | am not allowed by my dstrict to use atemative research-basad approaches

() 1 do not think federal reguiations allow for e use of alfemative research based approaches

() Other jplesse specty)
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Thank you!

48. You have now completed the survey. Thank you for contributing to this important
research.

() Done
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Selection Criteria

49. Unfortunately, you do not meet the selection criteria to participate in this survey. Thank
you for your time.

() Done

170



APPENDIX D
RESEARCH QUESTIONS/SURVEY QUESTION ALIGNMENT

Overarching research question:

ORQ- What are the perceptions, practices, and operational components used by
practicing Georgia school psychologists for determining eligibility under the
classification of specific learning disability in all eight domain areas (i.e., oral
expression, listen, think, speak, read, write, spell, mathematical problem solving, and/or

calculation)?
Supporting questions:

R1 - Can the assessment processes perceive as important by Georgia school
psychologists for establishing SLD eligibility be accounted for by various explanatory
variables including population served, RTI vs. non-RTI school, years since
completion of last degree, and membership in a state/national professional
organization?

R2- Can the perceptions of Georgia school psychologists’ regarding the use of RTI
for establishing SLD eligibility be accounted for by various explanatory variables
including population served, RTI vs. non-RTI school, years since completion of last
degree, and membership in a state/national professional organization?

R3- Are practicing Georgia school psychologists incorporating empirically-based,
models in their evaluation of patterns of strengths and weaknesses as part of the SLD

eligibility process?
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Survey | Research Question answered Descriptive Stat Literature Reference
Question | Question through data analysis
SQ 4-14 | Demographic | Do control variables Summary of Mechek & Nelson, (2007); Machek &
Information influence psychologists’ demographics Nelson, (2010)
perceptions?
SQ15 ORQ, RQ1 Do psychologists’ view Summary of self- Speece & Shekita, (2002); Mechek &
regarding operationalization | perceived Nelson, (2007); Machek & Nelson, (2010);
vary based on self-reported | knowledge use as O’Donnell & Miller, (2011)
knowledge additional 1V for
questions 16-20
SQ16- ORQ, RQ1 What operational Ordinal logistic Mercer, Jordan, Allsop, & Marcer, (1996);
SQ20 components do regression Meyer, 2000; Speece & Shekita, (2002);
psychologists view as most | analyzing Ysseldyke, (2005); Mechek & Nelson,
important for classifying relationship to (2007); Machek & Nelson, (2010); Hale,
specific learning disabilities? | selected Alfonso, Berninger, Bracken, Christo,
Compare across all areas for | demographic Clarke, ... Yalof, (2010); Buttner, &
significance variables Hasselhorn, (2011); O’Donnell & Miller,
(2011); Fuchs & Vaughn, (2012); National
Association of School Psychologists, (nd)
SQ21, RQ1 Summarize criteria selected | Summary of Speece & Shekita, (2002); Mechek &
SQ22 most often (valued as most information Nelson, (2007); Machek & Nelson, (2010);
important) by psychologists O’Donnell & Miller, (2011)
SQ23- ORQ, RQ1 How are psychologists’ Ordinal logistic Meyer, (2000); Ysseldyke, Burns, &
SQ24 analyzing and interpreting regression Rosenfield, (2009); Hale, Alfonso,
1Q tests? analyzing Berninger, Bracken, Christo,
Compare across all areas for | relationship to Clarke...Yalof, (2010); O’Donnell &
significance selected Miller, (2011)
demographic
variables
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Survey | Research Question answered Descriptive Stat Literature Reference

Question | Question through data analysis

SQ25- OAR How are psychologists’ Ordinal logistic Meyer, (2000); Ysseldyke, Burns, &

SQ29 using 1Q scores? What do regression Rosenfield, (2009); Hale, Alfonso,
they feel the score is telling | analyzing Berninger, Bracken, Christo,
them? relationship to Clarke...Yalof, (2010); O’Donnell &
Compare across all areas for | selected Miller, (2011)
significance demographic

variables

SQ30 RQ2 Does school’s Summarize Fuchs & Fuchs, (2006); Hale, Alfonso,
implementation of RTI according to Berninger, Bracken, Christo,
influence psychologists’ response category | Clarke,...Yalof, (2010); Bernhardt &
responses use as IV Herbert, (2011); Schwierjohn, (2011);

Fuchs, Fuchs, & Compton, (2012); Fuchs
& Vaughn, (2012)

SQ31 RQ2 Do schools in Georgia have | Ordinal logistic Fuchs & Fuchs, (2006); Hale, Alfonso,
the ability and resources to regression Berninger, Bracken, Christo,
implement RTI with analyzing Clarke,...Yalof, (2010); Bernhardt &
fidelity? relationship to Herbert, (2011); Schwierjohn, (2011);
Compare across all areas for | selected Fuchs, Fuchs, & Compton, (2012); Fuchs
significance demographic & Vaughn, (2012)

variables Machek & Nelson, (2007); Machek &

SQ32 RQ2 How do psychologists’ Ordinal logistic Nelson, (2011); O’Donnell & Miller,
perceive their ability to regression (2011)
carry-out various roles analyzing
within the RTI process? relationship to
Compare across all areas for | selected
significance demographic

variables
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Survey | Research Question answered Descriptive Stat Literature Reference

Question | Question through data analysis

SQ33 RQ2 How desirable do Ordinal logistic Machek & Nelson, (2007); Machek &
psychologists’ perceive regression Nelson, (2011); O’Donnell & Miller,
various roles within the RTI | analyzing (2011)
process? relationship to
Summarize criteria selected | selected
most often (valued as most | demographic
important) variables

SQ34 RQ2 Do psychologists’ perceive | Ordinal logistic Machek & Nelson, (2007); Machek &
they have adequate time to regression Nelson, (2011); O’Donnell & Miller,
complete tasks required to analyzing (2011)
implement RTI with relationship to
fidelity? selected
Summarize criteria selected | demographic
most often (valued as most | variables
important)

SQ35 RQ2 Do psychologists’ perceive | Ordinal logistic Speece & Shekita, (2002); Mechek &

that cognitive/1Q
assessments should be used
prior to psychological
evaluation (as part of RTI)?
Summarize criteria selected
most often (valued as most
important)

regression
analyzing
relationship to
selected
demographic
variables

Nelson, (2007); Machek & Nelson, (2010);
O’Donnell & Miller, (2011)
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Survey | Research Question answered Descriptive Stat Literature Reference

Question | Question through data analysis

SQ36 RQ2 Do psychologists perceive Ordinal logistic Speece & Shekita, (2002); Mechek &
that RTI has improved their | regression Nelson, (2007); Machek & Nelson, (2010);
capacity to rule out analyzing O’Donnell & Miller, (2011)
exclusionary factors prior to | relationship to
identifying specific learning | selected
disabilities? demographic
Summarize criteria selected | variables
most often (valued as most
important)

SQ37 RQ2 Do psychologists perceive Ordinal logistic Machek & Nelson, (2007); Machek &
that RTI has resulted in an regression Nelson, (2011); O’Donnell & Miller,
increase in the number of analyzing (2011)
students classified as having | relationship to
a specific learning selected
disability? demographic
Summarize criteria selected | variables
most often (valued as most
important)

SQ38 RQ1 What are the overall Summarize Machek & Nelson, (2007); Machek &

perceptions of psychologists’
regarding whether IDEIA,
2004 has changed their
assessment practices?

according to
response category

Nelson, (2011); O’Donnell & Miller,

(2011)
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Survey | Research Question answered Descriptive Stat Literature Reference
Question | Question through data analysis
SQ39 ORQ Include with data from SQ Ordinal logistic Meyer, (2000); Ysseldyke, Burns, &
23-29: How are regression Rosenfield, (2009); Hale, Alfonso,
psychologists’ using 1Q analyzing Berninger, Bracken, Christo,
scores? What do they feel relationship to Clarke...Yalof, (2010); O’Donnell &
the score is telling them? selected Miller, (2011)
demographic
variables
SQ40 RQ2 Do psychologists’ perceive | Ordinal logistic Meyer, (2000); Speece & Shekita, (2002);
“slow learner” should be an | regression Mechek & Nelson, (2007); Machek &
exclusionary factor when analyzing Nelson, (2010); O’Donnell & Miller,
classifying specific learning | relationship to (2011)
disabilities? selected
demographic
variables
SQ41 ORQ Do psychologists’ perceive | Ordinal logistic Speece & Shekita, (2002); Mechek &
the classification of specific | regression Nelson, (2007); Machek & Nelson, (2010)
learning disability should analyzing
continue to be used? relationship to
selected
demographic
variables
SQ42 ORQ What exclusionary factors Summarize Buttner & Hasselhorn, 2011; Speece &

do psych. view most/least
important

according to
response category

Shekita, (2002); Mechek & Nelson, (2007);
Machek & Nelson, (2010); O’Donnell &
Miller, (2011)
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Survey | Research Question answered Descriptive Stat Literature Reference
Question | Question through data analysis
SQ43, ORQ How are psychologists’ Ordinal logistic Meyer, (2000); Ysseldyke, Burns, &
SQ44 using 1Q scores? What do regression Rosenfield, (2009); Hale, Alfonso,
they feel the score is telling | analyzing Berninger, Bracken, Christo,
them? relationship to Clarke...Yalof, (2010); O’Donnell &
selected Miller, (2011)
demographic
variables
SQ 45 RQ3 Do psychologists report Ordinal logistic Berninger, 2011; Flanagan & Alfonso,
using empirically-based regression 2011; Flanagan, Fiorello, & Ortiz, 2010;
assessments to analyze analyzing Hale, Fiorello, Bertin, & Sherman, 2003;
PSW? relationship to Hale, Wycoff, & Fiorello, 2011; Naglieri,
selected 2011
demographic
variables
SQ 46 RQ3 Which empirically-based Ordinal logistic Berninger, 2011; Flanagan & Alfonso,
assessments do regression 2011; Flanagan, Fiorello, & Ortiz, 2010;
psychologists report using to | analyzing Hale, Fiorello, Bertin, & Sherman, 2003;
evaluate PSW? relationship to Hale, Wycoff, & Fiorello, 2011; Naglieri,
selected 2011
demographic
variables
SQ 47 RQ3 Why do psychologists report | Ordinal logistic Berninger, 2011; Flanagan & Alfonso,
not using empirically-based | regression 2011; Flanagan, Fiorello, & Ortiz, 2010;
assessment strategies for analyzing Hale, Fiorello, Bertin, & Sherman, 2003;
evaluating PSW? relationship to Hale, Wycoff, & Fiorello, 2011; Naglieri,
selected 2011
demographic
variables
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APPENDIX E

STRENGTHS AND WEAKNESSES

049 Please briefly describe the methods
you are currently using to analyze patterns
of strengths and weaknesses at this time.

Arswered: 108 Skipped: 280

Responses
Agaln, a dissrepancy model |sused. Look at how the sdent does compared to the normative

sample, but 3l how he or she does within the confines of his or her own leaming profile io
determine a patiem of sFengths and weakesEs

key |s gathesing data from muliple sources of Infomation (|.e. achlevement tests, cument grades,
educational hisory, etc)

I pimanly use sandard scoms |s s ng whether srengths and weaklnesses ar efither nomative
or =i ative 1o the stludent belng evaluated.

Within the RT1 processwe analyze emor pattems In siwdent work We also ook at teacher

\ent ar and progress s@ndan achlevemeant. Within the formai
peychoemucational compaonent, ther: 15 carsful moniionng of emror pattems and of benaviors
sHugents dMeonErate wihen giving REonses Additionally consigeation os glven to common
processss that undeny subted pemmmances, 35 well 35 0oling at A3l IndlWowal Sandan score
disCTepancies

us2 of @ seattenng of subtess fom different tests In order to determilne where srengihs and
weakneseslle.

Jusl looKng at the s=o0mnes and s2eing IT them |53 generml Mesepancy [Eppoxmataly 10 gandam

points. which Iswhy they always quallfy. We (in my disrict) are alwayswomed about "In the court
of law” snce the discrepancy Isnot defined clearly In the regulations. Who are we to define It? {n
the court of law, we may be faulted)

procesEng tess

Cumently, | am usng cognitive, adaptive, exclaliemotional and achlevement measures and Index
scores to analyze pattems of srengths and wealnesses.

Standamsbasd on school sysem pEctices

Analydsof data for nomative 8 gnificant weaknesses when compared o sengths

Professonal judgement through Individual analyss of sudents pefformance on cognitve
asEesEmEnts.

1 look at cognitive abllity, pocesng srengths and weaknesses, academic srengths and
weaknesses, clasmom perfomance, thioegh formal citerd on based assessaments, nomative
assesAmEnts and fomative 1 all are n ¥ In undersanding how a child
thinks and leamsand are necessary In detemmining appropriate effective Interventions.

We ane ugng a oughly 10-point diference between M2 and pro q bo Ir
sgnificant differences

Inta-individual sgnificant differences based on muliiple smeces of tes data, ieacher and parent
report

ASEEEATIENTE OF P

ng. comp p g chechlis, observation of sudent

1 utilize cogniiive processng and executive functoning measures (W-J 1ll, WISC, BRIEF, KTEAL
ate.) at the cluser and factor Index level o look for patiems of Srengths and weakesss(n thess
areas

Clasgoom pefMmancs, results of fandamdized tess, and Individual asesamient
Compare and detemine base @tes and sgnificance

cognitive procesEng relative Srengtns and weakn eseEs companed 1o genaral 12, although this 1s not
necessanly effective or appropiate

i/5
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9/4/7013 3236 PM

9/Mr2013 2222 PM

2/M4r2013 1216 PM

S/Mr2013 12:41 PM

S/2013 11:36 AM

/472013 11215 AM

S//2013 11:01 AM

22013 10:55 AM

20472013 2:356 AM
903013 9:01 AM
20472013 555 AM

9/4r27013 6103 AM

BI2T/2013 2:52 PM

Gi25/2013 10:50 AM

B/22/2013 2:30 PM

G/22/2013 11:00 AM

B/21/2013 1:54 PM

B/271/2013 11:24 AM

B/20/2013 4:06 PM



4

&

31

37

41

Usng prncessng asesEment Insnuments, analyzing wok samples, obenations and teacher Input
Tes reaults, teacher mports clasmom sbsenvations, work ample anal yss, review of recomds
dismepany modsl

Cognit ve asesEment and academic assesaments with teacher documentation

Based on a sudents peformance on subtess on measwes of cognliive abliity, observations made
during assesment, and Imfommation cbtalned through teacher obenati ons Induments are chosen
0 ageE peychologlcal pocesEes

Individual sibtest scores fiom cognitive assesments, processing teds and miing £ales sich as
TAPS,TVPS, CTOPP, BRIEF, RANFAS

For c-ogniiive processng. | use 3 sandariized comprehendve IQ tes and glean gnengihsand
weakneses from the reallis For academic achievement, | us a dandardlzed achievement tes.

Clasgoom data monltonng, cms battery asesment
fomal testing, ol Esavork work |Smples, etc

cognitive procesng asesaments for procesEng Brengths and weakneses achlevement teging and
grades to esablish academic sengths and wealneses

| examine academic achlevement and e [T processng srengths and weakneses match the
chilf’s classoom pesfomance

A comparsn of procesEng &d11s to cognitive abllity.
1ug a a combination of Miiton Dehn and D@wn Flanagan's pocesEng appmaches

In the area of procesdng, we typlcally adminiger processng measumes Including things ke
CTOPP, mubtedsof WUl Cog, visual perceptual measunes, memaory and leaming measures Insead
of udng sict cut-oMs or a cmss battery greatsheet — we ook more hollstically for 3 patiem of
srengths and wealnesss Are there areaswell below average and areasthat are at lead aveage.
The pattem of drengths and weaknesses alsr appears to refer to achlevement so we lookfor a
patiem of srengths and weamnesss themne aswell.

agaln, see Steven Feifers work at &2hool neuropeych press He covers eading, witing, and math. |
follow his method for ldenification and Intervention planning.

I used classoom asesament data, academlc achlevement data, cognitive teging, benchmank
assesEments, and gandamdized tess |1k the CRCT to evaluate pattems of sirengths and weakesEs

Subtes scomes fmm cognitlve measurs

Amesament readls, progress monltodng data, and clasmwom perfomance data provides Information
regarding srengths and weakneses for sudenis We use phonoicgical asesaments aswall as
almewen chariing to detemine srengths and weaklneses

cognitive and achlevement pattems, respons o ATI, date asemments

I ook at {“EI’EPH'I[HEE betmasn and among factor/ cluser scomes For the mos FIBI'L“ iz
profesdaonal judgment In detenmining what |sa srength and what |5 a weaknessfor a particular
sudent.

processng s6lls asEEment

15-20 polnt discrepanc|es between abdity and achlevement/processng andior below ageigrade
level noms

| compare pgychologlcal processing scores io the Individual's cognitive abllity and to the nom. If
the sudent's cognitive abillty Is below the nom, | will condder weaknesses If they are at least .5 &
below the sudents cognitive abliity. In loolng at srengths, | condder soesIn the avermge @Ange
or higher v be srengihs but wil categorize them as retative If they are not @ nomative sength.

1 convert my overall abllity scome to a z score. Then | convert all of my somes (£ales fibscales) o
z scres Then | compare them. Anything that s 1.5 5D different from miy abllity scone, | consder
elther a grength (IT higher) or 3 weakness (I [ower). Then | have a char whese the scores ae
graphcally epresented.
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812012013 2:31 PM

8/20/2013 210 PM

812012013 1:46 PM

8202013 1114 PM

8/20/2013 1:02 PM

8/20/2013 12:51 PM

812012013 12:3% PM

8/20/2013 12:04 PM
82072013 11:47 AM
B/20/2013 11:46 AM

82012013 11:34 AM

812002013 11:14 AM
812072013 11:03 AM
812072013 10:59 AM

S20/2013 10:45 AM

812072013 10:3% AM

8/20/2013 10:26 AM

812012013 10:23 AM

812072013 10:16 AM

BM2/2013 3:45 PM

8M2/2013 1:50 PM

BM22013 145 PM

BM22013 1116 PM

892013 3:56 PM



47

43

R I R B AT R -

@

61

&7

™

Cmss bathery asmeEment (XBA), which [5Smilarin CHC theory, [5uged In the county where | work
In agdtion, newnpsych theory |15 alse applled (e the wons of DeHaene - @7 - on the cognitive
processes equired In basc reading and bade math s6lis

Fomal procesEng tests, paticulany the NEPSY.

Utilization of asesments that Identify procesdng deficits such asthe WRAML and’or CTOPP In
conjunction with all other fom data aswell asinfomal teacher obsenabions and data.

| asess academlc srengths and weaknesss based on thelr comelation to cognitive abllity.

CrossBattery Asssment (Flanagan), which |s based on CHC theory In addiion to other meent
reEarch indings (1.e., McGEW).

Lookng at the magnitude of the dfference and how @ It 1s among the population.

Formal asessment In a number of diferent processing aeas and teacherparent feedback about a
chlld’s leaming dyle.

I look o sea If the ama isa gandard deviation below 100 and make aee |t isrelated to the area of
academic wealness

Standamdized testing

Cmss bathery assessment model, levels of dgnificance, SEM

Achlevement sub-ies &0t as compared io cognltive sub-ted meailts

review the achlevement and cogniive subiess aswell a&classoom perfmance
memry, precessng, achlevement, mting s:ales, attention

XBA CrossBattery Assesment

1 compare academic testing results with resslts from specific cognitive teststo ook for patiems
which ar sgnificant and it with the theoretical undeminnings of the cognitive tess

I use ihe atigical diferences provided by the asesaments| use. These differences [Erengths and
weaknesses) are then companed to the gpecific academ|c aras belng asessed and which are
belleved o be a deficit'smength in the classoom.

Discrepancy tables

1 |pok at the child's pefoamance relative to hisher 12 a5 well asmelative to the Average sudent hils
age.

primanly gat. sgn. differenceswithin Index scoms on Iq measures

I use varous respurses te detemined patiems of grenths and wealnesses Buch as obsenations,
Intenielws, review of rcoms and grade and classaork, asEsaments and s forh.

Lookng at data from computerbased pregrams over a perod of Bme - acking a sudent's pOgRs
{orLack ther=of} In reading or math. | siil have not seen good Intenventi ons for witing.

ml’ﬂ nomat ve E0eEs
Fomai testing

Multi-modal assessment congsing of cognitive processng ted reqults, academic achievement tesl
reaults, fed behaviors and work pattems, analyzing work smples and teachers unning recoms and
aupenence

12 testing

Subtes analyds from vanlous achlevement battedes teacher and parent Eting &=ales consdtation
with classoom saif

U= of assesment IngumentsIn procesEng aeas

Pattems obsenved within academlc achlevement reallis Pattems obsened within Infomati on
procesEng aEesEmeant eailis Perumance pattems (work products)

Multl ple assesment measues cos kattery

3rs
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8172013 1:56 PM

B3 1136 PM

G/8/2013 410 PM

B/3r2013 3:38 PM
81872013 2107 PM

BMIA13 1223 P
BTIAN3I1213 PN

BITII013 10:30 AM

8712013 2250 AM
BMEM2013 4211 PM
B/5/2013 4109 PM
8/6/2013 409 PM
862013 4100 PM
B/5/2013 3:34 PM

862013 328 PM

8612013 2:46 PM

B/6/2013 2:39 PM

862013 2105 PM

BMM2013 124 PM

8620131241 PM

BMM2013 10:42 AM

B/6/2013 10:34 AM
8/6/2013 10:02 AM

8612013 9233 AM

8162013 9232 AM

8/6/2013 2109 AM

BASI013 BT AM

8162013 8105 AM

BISIA311:41 PN



RE

T4
75

B1

o1

Statigical diferences or discrepanc|es In E20MEE 3CMDSE pocesE g aEas udng each
manualicognitive asesament and professonal |udgement.

Vanely of procesang Instruments and teacher In put
Companson of factor Index scores, compansn of individual sibest scores
Specilc pocesdEng tess (CTOPP, TAPS-3, el ), differences between domalnsof 1Q tess
Standandized nom referenced achievement tesing, e.g willl achlavement

Direct Individual asessment ud ng sandamized pmcesing assesanents teacher checllss
teacher mting sales dedgned to ase& smengths and weakvesses, portfollo asessment (grades,
work mamples ete.)

Muitipie as=Ementsof 8 van ety of cognifive proceses, which Indicate srengths and wealnemEes

I typically Iookfor scoms that are dgnificantly different from most of the sudents other scoms (mare
than 1 50)and are below B0.

1 lmok for the generally predictable patiems of grengihsand weaknesses In processing s6lls and
acatemic sdlls {processEng srengths should line up with academlc srengths, processEing
weaknesses should line up with academ|c weaknesses) for each type of leaming disabliity —
reading, math, wiiting, efc.

Companson to the ‘general population’, |.e., scores that ame one sandam deviation away from the

mean; als within cetaln Inguments, scoresthat are gatistically sgnificant and mEly occuming
aceoming to the test manual (only applles to certain Insnements, gich a5 DAS-2)

resilts frem 12 and pmﬁﬂrﬂ BEEEEETEnE 5Ign|1'|t:arl at .05 orrelative to the Intellectual
functioning.

1 rely on clusier or sibted scoresfom cognitive & achlevement batieres

When 3 child who Is academically Snggling Is refemed for an evaluation, | typically wil Iook at the
chikfs academlc perfommance usng the KTEA o te W.HIl ACH and the teachers RTI data
{DIBELS, eagyCBM ). Then, | will leok 3t procassing anas such 35 executive functoning,
phonological procesEng, visualispatial sills, reasoning, working Memory, pocesEng speed, short
tem and leng tem memory, ete. edng vakous Sandandized measures such 35 the DAS-2, WSCHV,
CTOPP, BRIEF, DTWP, efc. If them I5an audiiory processng concem, | will requesst an SLP 1o do
a sandandized measure In that area. Ellglbillty |5 then determined based on GA DOE nles

Pmocesng asesEments inltally and then reseamch based Interventions that addres sengths and
We 3K BSEES

Cognitlve processng aEesaments which U satisical analyds of tes scomEs

1 analyze traditional psychometnc data, ke IQ/cognitive processng tests and achievement data
from sandardized measues and HH:-BH,’ nonmmed CBME

subtest analyss

Indvidual Interpretationfanalysd s of Intaindividual performance on asssment of cognition and
procesEng o determine pemsonal drengthiweakness as well 3s elative to a nom growg;
Infralndividual compansons of achievement pefomance; @ie of Improvement of proOgEREs
monltorng data In repone to supplemental Interventions; review of progress towan grade level
sandarts

sandardized agEsEment Meaaies
Indiey BC04EE 0N Sandamlzed cognitivelpmeesEng tess

1 glve a battery of feds that look at srengths and weakneses In the areas of prcessng speed,
memory, attertion, omanization, Wil pmcesEng, awdl tory Hocessng

Cognitive processng sengths and wealnesses of at least 10++ points of 1Q that coonespond with
acatemic perfeimance and AT] data.

cognitive processng asEsanents In the areas of vislal perception & coondination, audliony
procesEng, mamaory, proceEng speed, Eyles of l2aming

Amesament of cognitive abliitles, procesEng srengths and wealnesses, fomal and Informal
achlevement measures
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81512013 2252 PM

B/5M2013 9216 PM
B/5M2013 8213 PM
B/5/2013 B:53 PM
8132013 5:45 PM
BI5M2013 5217 PM

B/5/2013 4:57 PM

BISII013 4112 PM

81572013 4104 PM

8152013 4102 PM

8152013 4101 PM

81512013 3:50 PM

152013 3:47 PM

81512013 3:32 PM

8132013 3228 PM
B/5M2013 3219 PM

832013 3018 PM
81512013 307 PM

81512013 2:51 PM
BISI013 2:47 PM
BI5/2013 2:44 PM

B/5/2013 2:33 PM

B/5M2013 2:32 PM

8/5M2013 221 PM



Georgia School Psychologists' Perceptions of dentification Practices for SLD Students
o7 Mot =ing any particular metod. BISIH013 219 P

o8 In oder to [dentify a pattem of srengths and wealnesses, there mud be a satisical difference BMSMH013 211 PM
bebween cognitive abliities or procesng sKils and a comesponding academic weaklnes Le.,
weakness n rapld naming sdils and 3 comegponding weaknes in reading fluency.

] lesing- CTOPP, WRAMLZ, IQ 8512013 2108 PM

100 Comprehendve cognitive asesments Comprehend ve pocesEng asessnents Clinlcal BISIA013 201 PM
observations Teacher Report Parent Report

i1 Indexes on cognitive asesaments, Tormal achlevement testing, and processng less B8/5M2013 2100 PM

102 1 use varous asesaments, Including WAl Cognitive, CTOPP, and CMS In addition to the cognitive | B/5/2013 1:59 PM
measure, 35 well as conduciing Index and subtes! analyses of the cognitive measure wed.

103 Standard scores from achievement measures, compared to personal aveage 50013 1:47 PM

104 Standamized Teds sich a5 WHII Cog to look at processEng and academic tedsto see IT those BISI2013 1:45 PM

procesEng deficlis impact leaming. | also look at academlc work =mples, teacher Information,
and scresners such as GRASP

1035 2 Achlevement Classoom based woik =mples Clasmom obenati ons Reseach based B5M2013 1:44 PM
Intenent on pHOgEME
106 Companson of sandand sxoes conauliing tables for dgnificance. B/SI2013 1:43 PM
A5
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APPENDIX F

ORDINAL LOGISTIC REGRESSION SUMMARY TABLE

Question | Pred. Wald Chi- DF | P- Comparisons Odds Ratio | Low Limit | Up Limit
V. Square value
Q17 RTI 1.116 1 | 0.291 | RTInovsyes 1.261 0.820 1.940
Q17 KR 4.963 1 | 0.026 | Ext Knowl vs Not Ext Knowl 0.613 0.398 0.943
Q17 Pop 0.304 1 | 0.581 | Elem.vs Non-Elem. 0.722 0.228 2.293
Q17 PO 7.932 3 | 0.047 | Both vs National 1.835 0.776 4.343
Both vs None 1.366 0.744 2.506
Both vs State 0.684 0.417 1.124
National vs None 0.744 0.294 1.885
National vs State 0.373 0.157 0.888
None vs State 0.501 0.271 0.926
Q17 YSD 4.575 1 | 0.032 0.974 0.951 0.998
Q18 RTI 0.036 1 | 0.849 | RTInovsyes 1.045 0.663 1.647
Q18 KR 2.661 1 | 0.103 | Ext Knowl vs Not Ext Knowl 0.684 0.434 1.079
Q18 Pop 0.020 1 | 0.886 | Elem.vs Non-Elem. 0.914 0.265 3.145
Q18 PO 4.335 3 | 0.227 | Both vs National 1.508 0.616 3.687
Both vs None 1.485 0.788 2.796
Both vs State 0.808 0.476 1.370
National vs None 0.985 0.376 2.578
National vs State 0.536 0.218 1.318
None vs State 0.544 0.286 1.033
Q18 YSD 0.489 1 | 0.484 0.991 0.966 1.016
Q19 RTI 5.857 1 | 0.016 | RTIno vsyes 0.588 0.382 0.904
Q19 KR 0.017 1 | 0.896 | Ext Knowl vs Not Ext Knowl 0.972 0.638 1.482
Q19 Pop 0.095 1 | 0.758 | Elem. vs Non-Elem. 0.835 0.265 2.632
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Question | Pred. Wald Chi- DF | P- Comparisons Odds Ratio | Low Limit | Up Limit
V. Square value
Q19 PO 0.664 3 | 0.882 | Both vs National 0.951 0.406 2.224
Both vs None 0.901 0.496 1.639
Both vs State 1.137 0.699 1.850
National vs None 0.948 0.378 2.379
National vs State 1.196 0.510 2.804
None vs State 1.262 0.692 2.302
Q19 YSD 2.325 1 | 0.127 1.019 0.995 1.043
Q20 RTI 0.015 1 | 0.904 | RTInovsyes 0.974 0.633 1.499
Q20 KR 0.446 1 | 0.504 | Ext Knowlvs Not Ext Knowl 1.157 0.754 1.776
Q20 Pop 0.201 1 | 0.654 | Elem.vs Non-Elem. 0.768 0.241 2.442
Q20 PO 0.856 3 | 0.836 | Both vs National 1.462 0.614 3.482
Both vs None 1.180 0.643 2.167
Both vs State 1.102 0.672 1.807
National vs None 0.807 0.316 2.062
National vs State 0.754 0.316 1.798
None vs State 0.934 0.507 1.719
Q20 YSD 0.791 1| 0.374 0.989 0.966 1.013
Q21 RTI 0.156 1 | 0.693 | RTInovsyes 1.090 0.710 1.673
Q21 KR 4.491 1 | 0.034 | Ext Knowl vs Not Ext Knowl| 0.629 0.410 0.966
Q21 Pop 1.246 1 | 0.264 | Elem. vs Non-Elem. 1.924 0.610 6.073
Q21 PO 5.738 3 | 0.125 | Both vs National 1.823 0.774 4.295
Both vs None 1.728 0.941 3.175
Both vs State 0.934 0.572 1.527
National vs None 0.948 0.376 2.393
National vs State 0.513 0.217 1.211
None vs State 0.541 0.293 0.997
Q21 YSD 0.122 0.727 1.004 0.980 1.029
Q24 RTI 0.210 0.647 | RTI no vs yes 1.112 0.706 1.753
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Question | Pred. Wald Chi- DF | P- Comparisons Odds Ratio | Low Limit | Up Limit
V. Square value
Q24 Pop 0.471 1 | 0.493 | Elem. vs Non-Elem. 1.575 0.431 5.760
Q24 PO 7.450 3 | 0.059 | Both vs National 3.111 1.235 7.836
Both vs None 1.261 0.661 2.407
Both vs State 0.892 0.530 1.502
National vs None 0.405 0.150 1.095
National vs State 0.287 0.114 0.724
None vs State 0.707 0.370 1.351
Q24 YSD 0.452 1 | 0.501 1.009 0.983 1.035
Q25 RTI 0.301 1 | 0.583 | RTInovsyes 1.146 0.705 1.861
Q25 Pop 2.518 1 | 0.113 | Elem. vs Non-Elem. 0.375 0.112 1.259
Q25 PO 0.242 3 | 0.970 | Both vs National 1.121 0.424 2.962
Both vs None 1.146 0.578 2.270
Both vs State 0.986 0.567 1.714
National vs None 1.022 0.357 2.927
National vs State 0.879 0.332 2.327
None vs State 0.860 0.434 1.707
Q25 YSD 2.094 1 | 0.148 0.980 0.954 1.007
Q26 RTI 2.733 1 | 0.098 | RTInovsyes 0.670 0.416 1.077
Q26 Pop 0.451 1 | 0.502 | Elem. vs Non-Elem. 0.653 0.188 2.263
Q26 PO 8.733 3 | 0.033 | Both vs National 2.539 0.991 6.504
Both vs None 1.646 0.839 3.232
Both vs State 0.772 0.449 1.330
National vs None 0.648 0.236 1.780
National vs State 0.304 0.118 0.784
None vs State 0.469 0.238 0.926
Q26 YSD 2.107 0.147 0.981 0.955 1.007
Q27 RTI 0.152 0.697 | RTInovsyes 1.106 0.667 1.835
Q27 Pop 0.093 0.760 | Elem. vs Non-Elem. 1.242 0.308 5.007
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Question | Pred. Wald Chi- DF | P- Comparisons Odds Ratio | Low Limit | Up Limit
V. Square value
Q27 PO 1.020 3 | 0.796 | Both vs National 1.139 0.412 3.146
Both vs None 0.918 0.457 1.846
Both vs State 1.269 0.708 2.274
National vs None 0.806 0.270 2.405
National vs State 1.114 0.400 3.097
None vs State 1.382 0.679 2.812
Q27 YSD 0.000 1 | 1.000 1.000 0.972 1.028
Q28 RTI 0.128 1 | 0.720 | RTInovsyes 0.917 0.569 1.477
Q28 Pop 0.166 1 | 0.684 | Elem.vs Non-Elem. 1.308 0.359 4.768
Q28 PO 0.948 3 | 0.814 | Both vs National 1.243 0.475 3.253
Both vs None 0.777 0.398 1.516
Both vs State 0.963 0.556 1.667
National vs None 0.625 0.221 1.764
National vs State 0.775 0.296 2.031
None vs State 1.240 0.634 2.423
Q28 YSD 2.649 1 | 0.104 1.022 0.995 1.050
Q29 RTI 2.278 1 | 0.131 | RTInovsyes 1.392 0.906 2.137
Q29 Pop 1.000 1 | 0.317 | Elem. vs Non-Elem. 0.560 0.180 1.745
Q29 PO 9.176 3 | 0.027 | Both vs National 1.412 0.593 3.362
Both vs None 1.217 0.661 2.241
Both vs State 0.571 0.349 0.935
National vs None 0.862 0.337 2.206
National vs State 0.405 0.169 0.968
None vs State 0.469 0.254 0.869
Q29 YSD 3.920 0.048 0.976 0.953 1.000
Q30 RTI 0.220 0.639 | RTIno vs yes 1.115 0.707 1.759
Q30 Pop 0.193 0.660 | Elem. vs Non-Elem. 0.765 0.231 2.529
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Question | Pred. Wald Chi- DF | P- Comparisons Odds Ratio | Low Limit | Up Limit
V. Square value
Q30 PO 5.576 3 | 0.134 | Both vs National 2.459 0.926 6.526
Both vs None 1.595 0.825 3.080
Both vs State 0.947 0.566 1.585
National vs None 0.649 0.226 1.862
National vs State 0.385 0.145 1.026
None vs State 0.594 0.306 1.152
Q30 YSD 10.120 1 | 0.001 0.960 0.935 0.984
Q32a RTI 23.602 1 | 0.000 | RTInovsyes 3.029 1.937 4.737
Q32a Pop 0.209 1 | 0.648 | Elem. vs Non-Elem. 0.767 0.247 2.389
Q32a PO 5.806 3 | 0.121 | Both vs National 0.846 0.364 1.968
Both vs None 1.659 0.910 3.026
Both vs State 1.615 0.989 2.637
National vs None 1.962 0.783 4914
National vs State 1.909 0.816 4.466
None vs State 0.973 0.532 1.780
Q32a YSD 0.019 1 | 0.890 1.002 0.978 1.026
Q32b RTI 25.086 1 | 0.000 | RTIno vsyes 3.464 2.130 5.632
Q32b Pop 0.358 1 | 0.549 | Elem. vs Non-Elem. 0.699 0.217 2.255
Q32b PO 2.648 3 | 0.449 | Both vs National 0.580 0.243 1.386
Both vs None 0.727 0.391 1.353
Both vs State 1.025 0.614 1.711
National vs None 1.253 0.491 3.201
National vs State 1.766 0.738 4.228
None vs State 1.409 0.755 2.630
Q32b YSD 0.004 0.950 0.999 0.975 1.024
Q32c RTI 50.775 0.000 | RTI no vs yes 5.607 3.490 9.009
Q32c Pop 0.597 0.440 | Elem. vs Non-Elem. 0.636 0.202 2.004
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Question | Pred. Wald Chi- DF | P- Comparisons Odds Ratio | Low Limit | Up Limit
V. Square value
Q32c PO 3.355 3 | 0.340 | Both vs National 0.785 0.338 1.826
Both vs None 0.692 0.381 1.256
Both vs State 1.178 0.726 1.909
National vs None 0.881 0.354 2.197
National vs State 1.499 0.644 3.491
None vs State 1.701 0.935 3.095
Q32c YSD 1.701 1 | 0.192 0.984 0.962 1.008
Q32d RTI 57.090 1 | 0.000 | RTInovsyes 6.101 3.817 9.753
Q32d Pop 0.009 1 | 0.925 | Elem. vs Non-Elem. 1.056 0.342 3.259
Q32d PO 3.521 3 | 0.318 | Both vs National 1.525 0.663 3.504
Both vs None 0.778 0.427 1.417
Both vs State 1.268 0.783 2.053
National vs None 0.510 0.206 1.263
National vs State 0.832 0.362 1.911
None vs State 1.630 0.894 2.973
Q32d YSD 2.428 1 | 0.119 0.981 0.959 1.005
Q32e RTI 41.194 1 | 0.000 | RTIno vsyes 4.449 2.820 7.019
Q32e Pop 1.127 1 | 0.288 | Elem. vs Non-Elem. 0.523 0.158 1.731
Q32e PO 1.538 3 | 0.673 | Both vs National 1.503 0.651 3.472
Both vs None 0.853 0.469 1.550
Both vs State 1.049 0.646 1.705
National vs None 0.567 0.229 1.407
National vs State 0.698 0.302 1.613
None vs State 1.230 0.676 2.239
Q32e YSD 3.404 0.065 0.978 0.955 1.001
Q33a RTI 0.315 0.575 | RTlyes/no 1.126 0.743 1.707
Q33a Pop 0.002 0.962 | Elem. vs Non-Elem. 1.027 0.335 3.147
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Question | Pred. Wald Chi- DF | P- Comparisons Odds Ratio | Low Limit | Up Limit
V. Square value
Q33a PO 0.258 3 | 0.968 | Both vs National 0.855 0.373 1.960
Both vs None 1.014 0.565 1.820
Both vs State 1.057 0.656 1.702
National vs None 1.187 0.483 2.914
National vs State 1.237 0.538 2.842
None vs State 1.042 0.579 1.874
Q33a YSD 7.930 1 | 0.005 0.967 0.945 0.990
Q33b RTI 0.330 1 | 0.566 | RTInovsyes 0.881 0.572 1.357
Q33b Pop 0.292 1 | 0.589 | Elem.vs Non-Elem. 1.380 0.429 4.441
Q33b PO 1.392 3 | 0.707 | Both vs National 0.708 0.298 1.679
Both vs None 0.915 0.497 1.683
Both vs State 0.768 0.469 1.260
National vs None 1.292 0.507 3.296
National vs State 1.086 0.457 2.579
None vs State 0.840 0.455 1.550
Q33b YSD 6.406 1 | 0.011 0.969 0.946 0.993
Q33c RTI 0.253 1 | 0.615 | RTInovsyes 1.112 0.736 1.679
Q33c Pop 0.059 1 | 0.807 | Elem.vs Non-Elem. 1.155 0.362 3.692
Q33c PO 1.194 3 | 0.754 | Both vs National 0.908 0.399 2.068
Both vs None 0.765 0.426 1.374
Both vs State 0.800 0.499 1.284
National vs None 0.843 0.345 2.061
National vs State 0.882 0.386 2.011
None vs State 1.046 0.581 1.882
Q33c YSD 0.691 0.406 0.990 0.968 1.013
Q33d RTI 5.419 0.020 | RTI no vs yes 1.629 1.080 2.457
Q33d Pop 0.110 0.740 | Elem. vs Non-Elem. 0.830 0.276 2.495
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Question | Pred. Wald Chi- DF | P- Comparisons Odds Ratio | Low Limit | Up Limit
V. Square value
Q33d PO 8.646 3 | 0.034 | Both vs National 0.731 0.323 1.651
Both vs None 0.416 0.231 0.748
Both vs State 0.711 0.445 1.137
National vs None 0.569 0.234 1.384
National vs State 0.974 0.430 2.204
None vs State 1.711 0.951 3.079
Q33d YSD 0.168 1 | 0.682 0.995 0.973 1.018
Q33e RTI 8.865 1 | 0.003 | RTInovsyes 1.888 1.242 2.868
Q33e Pop 0.342 1 | 0.559 | Elem.vs Non-Elem. 0.716 0.234 2.193
Q33e PO 8.050 3 | 0.045 | Both vs National 0.590 0.254 1.370
Both vs None 0.443 0.245 0.802
Both vs State 0.651 0.405 1.046
National vs None 0.752 0.301 1.877
National vs State 1.104 0.474 2.569
None vs State 1.468 0.811 2.657
Q33e YSD 0.062 1 | 0.804 0.997 0.974 1.020
Q33f RTI 5.651 1 | 0.017 | RTInovsyes 1.660 1.093 2.520
Q33f Pop 0.930 1 | 0.335 | Elem. vs Non-Elem. 0.573 0.185 1.776
Q33f PO 10.707 3 | 0.013 | Both vs National 0.554 0.242 1.269
Both vs None 0.387 0.213 0.702
Both vs State 0.613 0.380 0.990
National vs None 0.698 0.283 1.721
National vs State 1.108 0.482 2.545
None vs State 1.586 0.872 2.884
Q33f YSD 0.874 0.350 0.989 0.966 1.012
Q33g RTI 0.277 0.598 | RTI no vs yes 1.120 0.734 1.708
Q33g Pop 0.100 0.752 | Elem. vs Non-Elem. 0.834 0.271 2.567
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Question | Pred. Wald Chi- DF | P- Comparisons Odds Ratio | Low Limit | Up Limit
V. Square value
Q33g PO 1.335 3 | 0.721 | Both vs National 0.861 0.371 1.996
Both vs None 0.765 0.422 1.387
Both vs State 0.773 0.476 1.255
National vs None 0.889 0.358 2.207
National vs State 0.898 0.387 2.083
None vs State 1.010 0.557 1.832
Q33g YSD 0.860 1 | 0.354 1.011 0.988 1.035
Q33h RTI 1.339 1 | 0.247 | RTInovsyes 1.293 0.837 1.999
Q33h Pop 0.408 1 | 0.523 | Elem. vs Non-Elem. 0.682 0.210 2.209
Q33h PO 2.578 3 | 0.461 | Both vs National 0.956 0.402 2.271
Both vs None 0.877 0.473 1.625
Both vs State 0.672 0.408 1.108
National vs None 0.918 0.358 2.355
National vs State 0.703 0.295 1.679
None vs State 0.766 0.411 1.427
Q33h YSD 2.038 1 | 0.153 0.982 0.959 1.007
Q33i RTI 3.146 1 | 0.076 | RTInovsyes 1.488 0.959 2.308
Q33i Pop 0.369 1 | 0.544 | Elem. vs Non-Elem. 0.695 0.215 2.249
Q33i PO 4.136 3 | 0.247 | Both vs National 0.863 0.357 2.086
Both vs None 0.692 0.374 1.281
Both vs State 0.603 0.365 0.997
National vs None 0.802 0.309 2.083
National vs State 0.699 0.288 1.694
None vs State 0.872 0.469 1.618
Q33i YSD 2.319 0.128 0.981 0.958 1.005
Q34a RTI 0.991 0.319 | RTI no vs yes 0.815 0.545 1.219
Q34a Pop 0.000 1.000 | Elem. vs Non-Elem. 1.000 0.339 2.949
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Question | Pred. Wald Chi- DF | P- Comparisons Odds Ratio | Low Limit | Up Limit
V. Square value
Q34a PO 3.292 3 | 0.349 | Both vs National 0.870 0.390 1.942
Both vs None 0.828 0.469 1.461
Both vs State 0.654 0.412 1.037
National vs None 0.951 0.398 2.271
National vs State 0.751 0.336 1.679
None vs State 0.789 0.446 1.397
Q34a YSD 5.348 1 | 0.021 0.974 0.952 0.996
Q34b RTI 0.094 1 | 0.759 | RTInovsyes 0.936 0.615 1.425
Q34b Pop 0.643 1 | 0.423 | Elem. vs Non-Elem. 1.592 0.511 4.959
Q34b PO 5.184 3 | 0.159 | Both vs National 0.736 0.318 1.703
Both vs None 1.038 0.572 1.881
Both vs State 0.606 0.373 0.985
National vs None 1.410 0.568 3.503
National vs State 0.824 0.356 1.909
None vs State 0.584 0.321 1.064
Q34b YSD 1.815 1| 0.178 0.984 0.961 1.007
Q34c RTI 0.006 1 | 0.940 | RTInovsyes 0.984 0.655 1.479
Q34c Pop 0.853 1 | 0.356 | Elem.vs Non-Elem. 1.675 0.560 5.008
Q34c PO 5.201 3 | 0.158 | Both vs National 0.924 0.410 2.083
Both vs None 0.709 0.398 1.262
Both vs State 0.589 0.368 0.943
National vs None 0.767 0.317 1.856
National vs State 0.638 0.282 1.444
None vs State 0.831 0.465 1.485
Q34c YSD 0.621 0.431 1.009 0.987 1.032
Q34d RTI 7.724 0.005 | RTI no vs yes 1.845 1.198 2.841
Q34d Pop 0.022 0.882 | Elem. vs Non-Elem. 1.091 0.347 3.426
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Question | Pred. Wald Chi- DF | P- Comparisons Odds Ratio | Low Limit | Up Limit
V. Square value
Q34d PO 3.713 3 | 0.294 | Both vs National 0.425 0.166 1.090
Both vs None 0.754 0.409 1.387
Both vs State 0.766 0.470 1.250
National vs None 1.773 0.642 4.891
National vs State 1.802 0.699 4.646
None vs State 1.016 0.547 1.888
Q34d YSD 0.001 1 | 0.975 1.000 0.976 1.024
Q34e RTI 0.064 1 | 0.801 | RTInovsyes 1.053 0.703 1.579
Q34e Pop 0.332 1 | 0.564 | Elem.vs Non-Elem. 0.726 0.245 2.154
Q34e PO 1.477 3 | 0.688 | Both vs National 0.891 0.397 2.000
Both vs None 1.225 0.690 2.174
Both vs State 0.865 0.544 1.375
National vs None 1.374 0.571 3.307
National vs State 0.971 0.432 2.182
None vs State 0.706 0.397 1.257
Q34e YSD 0.624 1 | 0.430 0.991 0.969 1.013
Q34f RTI 2.509 1 | 0.113 | RTInovsyes 1.412 0.921 2.164
Q34f Pop 0.911 1 | 0.340 | Elem. vs Non-Elem. 0.575 0.185 1.789
Q34f PO 2.620 3 | 0.454 | Both vs National 0.695 0.298 1.623
Both vs None 0.718 0.394 1.309
Both vs State 0.690 0.423 1.125
National vs None 1.032 0.412 2.584
National vs State 0.993 0.425 2.319
None vs State 0.962 0.527 1.755
Q34f YSD 0.489 0.484 0.992 0.969 1.015
Q34g RTI 2.280 0.131 | RTIno vs yes 1.387 0.907 2.122
Q34g Pop 0.901 0.342 | Elem. vs Non-Elem. 0.578 0.186 1.794
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Question | Pred. Wald Chi- DF | P- Comparisons Odds Ratio | Low Limit | Up Limit
V. Square value
Q34g PO 1.416 3 | 0.702 | Both vs National 0.724 0.306 1.710
Both vs None 0.984 0.542 1.789
Both vs State 0.782 0.482 1.269
National vs None 1.360 0.537 3.446
National vs State 1.080 0.457 2.554
None vs State 0.794 0.436 1.447
Q34g YSD 1.996 1 | 0.158 0.983 0.960 1.007
Q35 RTI 5.610 1 | 0.018 | RTInovsyes 1.662 1.092 2.530
Q35 Pop 0.004 1 | 0.952 | Elem. vs Non-Elem. 1.035 0.338 3.172
Q35 PO 5.023 3 | 0.170 | Both vs National 2.475 1.076 5.691
Both vs None 1.333 0.740 2.403
Both vs State 1.080 0.669 1.744
National vs None 0.539 0.219 1.324
National vs State 0.436 0.190 1.005
None vs State 0.810 0.448 1.464
Q35 YSD 5.222 1 | 0.022 0.973 0.950 0.996
Q36 RTI 0.013 1 | 0.908 | RTInovsyes 1.025 0.676 1.555
Q36 Pop 0.097 1 | 0.756 | Elem.vs Non-Elem. 1.194 0.391 3.648
Q36 PO 4.429 3 | 0.219 | Both vs National 0.721 0.313 1.663
Both vs None 1.451 0.804 2.617
Both vs State 0.799 0.496 1.290
National vs None 2.011 0.811 4.989
National vs State 1.108 0.480 2.561
None vs State 0.551 0.304 1.000
Q36 YSD 4.418 0.036 0.975 0.953 0.998
Q37a RTI 13.226 0.000 | RTI no vs yes 0.465 0.308 0.702
Q37a Pop 1.435 0.231 | Elem. vs Non-Elem. 0.514 0.173 1.527
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Question | Pred. Wald Chi- DF | P- Comparisons Odds Ratio | Low Limit | Up Limit
V. Square value
Q37a PO 4.515 3 | 0.211 | Both vs National 0.854 0.376 1.940
Both vs None 0.694 0.392 1.228
Both vs State 1.276 0.802 2.030
National vs None 0.812 0.335 1.973
National vs State 1.494 0.655 3.406
None vs State 1.839 1.033 3.274
Q37a YSD 1.736 1 | 0.188 1.015 0.993 1.039
Q37b RTI 25.766 1 | 0.000 | RTInovsyes 0.329 0.214 0.505
Q37b Pop 0.597 1 | 0.440 | Elem. vs Non-Elem. 1.546 0.512 4.671
Q37b PO 1.754 3 | 0.625 | Both vs National 1.050 0.458 2.406
Both vs None 0.795 0.445 1.418
Both vs State 1.176 0.735 1.882
National vs None 0.757 0.308 1.858
National vs State 1.120 0.487 2.574
None vs State 1.480 0.825 2.655
Q37b YSD 0.148 1 | 0.701 1.004 0.982 1.028
Q37c RTI 35.730 1 | 0.000 | RTIno vsyes 0.268 0.174 0.412
Q37c Pop 1.822 1 | 0.177 | Elem. vs Non-Elem. 2.205 0.699 6.954
Q37c PO 3.415 3 | 0.332 | Both vs National 1.922 0.816 4.529
Both vs None 0.829 0.467 1.473
Both vs State 0.918 0.576 1.465
National vs None 0.431 0.171 1.085
National vs State 0.478 0.202 1.128
None vs State 1.108 0.622 1.974
Q37c YSD 11.513 0.001 1.041 1.017 1.066
Q37d RTI 35.442 0.000 | RTI no vs yes 0.259 0.166 0.404
Q37d Pop 0.103 0.748 | Elem. vs Non-Elem. 1.198 0.397 3.614
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Question | Pred. Wald Chi- DF | P- Comparisons Odds Ratio | Low Limit | Up Limit
V. Square value
Q37d PO 4.733 3 | 0.192 | Both vs National 0.781 0.337 1.808
Both vs None 0.577 0.321 1.039
Both vs State 1.071 0.668 1.717
National vs None 0.739 0.298 1.836
National vs State 1.372 0.591 3.183
None vs State 1.856 1.028 3.351
Q37d YSD 3.246 1 | 0.072 1.021 0.998 1.045
Q37e RTI 6.555 1 | 0.010 | RTInovsyes 0.582 0.384 0.881
Q37e Pop 0.018 1 | 0.893 | Elem. vs Non-Elem. 1.079 0.359 3.241
Q37e PO 5.152 3 | 0.161 | Both vs National 1.245 0.541 2.863
Both vs None 0.672 0.377 1.197
Both vs State 1.301 0.812 2.086
National vs None 0.540 0.219 1.330
National vs State 1.045 0.453 2.413
None vs State 1.937 1.078 3.480
Q37e YSD 0.118 1| 0.731 1.004 0.981 1.027
Q37f RTI 26.317 1 | 0.000 | RTIno vsyes 0.333 0.218 0.506
Q37f Pop 0.574 1 | 0.449 | Elem. vs Non-Elem. 1.522 0.514 4.507
Q37f PO 1.829 3 | 0.609 | Both vs National 1.116 0.485 2.569
Both vs None 0.912 0.515 1.613
Both vs State 1.291 0.813 2.049
National vs None 0.817 0.332 2.011
National vs State 1.156 0.501 2.667
None vs State 1.415 0.796 2.517
Q37f YSD 0.366 0.545 1.007 0.985 1.030
Q37g RTI 20.218 0.000 | RTI no vs yes 0.374 0.244 0.574
Q37g Pop 0.824 0.364 | Elem. vs Non-Elem. 1.683 0.547 5.177
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Question | Pred. Wald Chi- DF | P- Comparisons Odds Ratio | Low Limit | Up Limit
V. Square value
Q37g PO 1.788 3 | 0.618 | Both vs National 1.397 0.601 3.246
Both vs None 0.995 0.556 1.782
Both vs State 1.308 0.813 2.104
National vs None 0.713 0.287 1.770
National vs State 0.936 0.402 2.178
None vs State 1.314 0.732 2.360
Q37g YSD 0.228 1 | 0.633 1.006 0.983 1.029
Q37h RTI 32.315 1 | 0.000 | RTInovsyes 0.281 0.182 0.436
Q37h Pop 1.078 1 | 0.299 | Elem. vs Non-Elem. 1.810 0.590 5.548
Q37h PO 2.676 3 | 0.444 | Both vs National 0.995 0.431 2.298
Both vs None 0.714 0.399 1.280
Both vs State 1.166 0.727 1.870
National vs None 0.718 0.290 1.778
National vs State 1.172 0.506 2.715
None vs State 1.633 0.907 2.938
Q37h YSD 1.792 1 | 0.181 1.016 0.993 1.039
Q38 RTI 0.700 1 | 0.403 | RTInovsyes 1.215 0.770 1.917
Q38 Pop 0.039 1 | 0.843 | Elem. vs Non-Elem. 0.886 0.266 2.947
Q38 PO 4.043 3 | 0.257 | Both vs National 2.418 0.920 6.355
Both vs None 1.381 0.722 2.639
Both vs State 1.013 0.606 1.696
National vs None 0.571 0.202 1.616
National vs State 0.419 0.159 1.104
None vs State 0.734 0.383 1.408
Q38 YSD 0.022 0.883 0.998 0.973 1.023
Q39 RTI 1.089 0.297 | RTI no vs yes 0.792 0.510 1.228
Q39 Pop 2.511 0.113 | Elem. vs Non-Elem. 2.681 0.792 9.078
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Question | Pred. Wald Chi- DF | P- Comparisons Odds Ratio | Low Limit | Up Limit
V. Square value
Q39 PO 6.216 3 | 0.102 | Both vs National 2.792 1.121 6.955
Both vs None 0.831 0.448 1.542
Both vs State 0.963 0.583 1.591
National vs None 0.298 0.111 0.797
National vs State 0.345 0.138 0.861
None vs State 1.159 0.624 2.153
Q39 YSD 0.775 1 | 0.379 1.011 0.987 1.036
Q40 RTI 0.793 1 | 0.373 | RTInovsyes 1.226 0.783 1.919
Q40 Pop 0.001 1 | 0.977 | Elem. vs Non-Elem. 1.019 0.293 3.544
Q40 PO 9.019 3 | 0.029 | Both vs National 2.325 0.983 5.500
Both vs None 0.766 0.406 1.447
Both vs State 0.650 0.386 1.094
National vs None 0.330 0.128 0.848
National vs State 0.280 0.117 0.670
None vs State 0.848 0.446 1.613
Q40 YSD 4.455 1 | 0.035 0.973 0.949 0.998
Q41 RTI 1.582 1 | 0.208 | RTInovsyes 0.750 0.479 1.174
Q41 Pop 0.081 1 | 0.776 | Elem. vs Non-Elem. 1.191 0.358 3.963
Q41 PO 3.001 3 | 0.391 | Both vs National 0.556 0.226 1.364
Both vs None 0.894 0.474 1.686
Both vs State 0.687 0.410 1.149
National vs None 1.608 0.609 4.246
National vs State 1.236 0.505 3.023
None vs State 0.768 0.407 1.450
Q41 YSD 4.520 0.033 1.028 1.002 1.054
Q42 RTI 0.144 0.704 | RTI no vs yes 1.087 0.707 1.669
Q42 Pop 0.671 0.413 | Elem. vs Non-Elem. 0.622 0.200 1.935
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Question | Pred. Wald Chi- DF | P- Comparisons Odds Ratio | Low Limit | Up Limit
V. Square value
Q42 PO 0.572 3 | 0.903 | Both vs National 0.948 0.402 2.234
Both vs None 0.796 0.435 1.457
Both vs State 0.961 0.588 1.573
National vs None 0.840 0.332 2.123
National vs State 1.014 0.430 2.394
None vs State 1.208 0.659 2.215
Q42 YSD 0.526 1 | 0.468 0.991 0.968 1.015
Q43 RTI 3.957 1 | 0.047 | RTInovsyes 1.574 1.007 2.460
Q43 Pop 0.367 1 | 0.545 | Elem. vs Non-Elem. 1.442 0.441 4.712
Q43 PO 2.493 3 | 0.476 | Both vs National 1.436 0.594 3.472
Both vs None 0.957 0.517 1.771
Both vs State 1.400 0.841 2.330
National vs None 0.666 0.257 1.728
National vs State 0.975 0.402 2.363
None vs State 1.463 0.784 2.730
Q43 YSD 1.503 1 | 0.220 1.016 0.991 1.041
Q44 RTI 0.411 1 | 0.521 | RTInovsyes 0.867 0.561 1.340
Q44 Pop 0.001 1 | 0.977 | Elem. vs Non-Elem. 0.983 0.308 3.137
Q44 PO 4.636 3 | 0.200 | Both vs National 1.292 0.544 3.070
Both vs None 1.445 0.785 2.659
Both vs State 1.728 1.043 2.862
National vs None 1.118 0.440 2.843
National vs State 1.338 0.562 3.183
None vs State 1.196 0.649 2.203
Q44 YSD 0.388 0.534 1.008 0.984 1.032
Q45 RTI 0.976 0.323 | RTIno vs yes 0.799 0.511 1.248
Q45 Pop 0.231 0.631 | Elem. vs Non-Elem. 0.747 0.228 2.451
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Question | Pred. Wald Chi- DF | P- Comparisons Odds Ratio | Low Limit | Up Limit
V. Square value
Q45 PO 0.797 3 | 0.850 | Both vs National 1.090 0.453 2.626
Both vs None 0.819 0.439 1.527
Both vs State 0.842 0.504 1.406
National vs None 0.751 0.290 1.942
National vs State 0.772 0.320 1.865
None vs State 1.029 0.550 1.923
Q45 YSD 0.249 1 | 0.618 0.994 0.969 1.019
Q46 RTI 1.112 1 | 0.292 | RTInovsyes 0.777 0.486 1.242
Q46 Pop 1.543 1 | 0.214 | Elem. vs Non-Elem. 0.374 0.079 1.764
Q46 PO 6.439 3 | 0.092 | Both vs National 2.993 1.192 7.514
Both vs None 0.866 0.441 1.701
Both vs State 1.108 0.646 1.898
National vs None 0.289 0.106 0.791
National vs State 0.370 0.148 0.928
None vs State 1.279 0.652 2.507
Q46 YSD 0.006 1 | 0.939 1.001 0.975 1.027

Note. YSD = years since completion of most recent degree; PO = Professional organization affiliation; KR = Self knowledge
rating; Pop = Population served; RTI = Level of RTI implementation
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