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Abstract

This study aimed to identify the effectiveness of microgrants in the empowerment
of the Palestinian families that suffer from extreme poverty through the transfer of
assets for them to start generating-income economic activities to improve their
livelihood strategies and provide them with skills and experience to have the ability
to Microfinance institutions taking Deprived Families Economic Empowerment
Program (DEEP) as a case study. Also the study aimed to identify the difficulties
and problems that beneficiaries faced.

To achieve the study objectives,The researcher applied the analytical descriptive
approach and used a questionnaire as the main tool of data collection. The study
population consisted of DEEP program beneficiaries and questionnaire was
distributed to astrata random sample of (170) beneficiaries.

The results showed a statistical significant relationship between the effectiveness of
DEEP program in the economic empowerment of families that suffer extreme
poverty and all of the independent variables (family resources analysis, families
involvement in project, project type, grant value, monitoring & supervision, and
training). The project is also the current main income source for many of benefited
families and which has achieved a rise in their income after getting the grant and
improved spending on basic necessities and the number of employees increased.
They also felt they were more independent after the project, and they can support
themselves from their current income. Although these projects have not yet
sufficiently developed to be able to dispense relief aid, but they are still able to
develop their projects, as the income-generating projects need time to reach
stability. The political and economic conditions of the Gaza Strip had a negative
effect on the performance of the projects.

The study came out with several recommendations: marketing projects and focus on
industrial and productivity projects because of their ability to participate in the
process of economic development, the grant amount has to be enough for the capital
required, continuous monitoring of the progress and solving problems and
providing advisory services to improve the status of the project to ensure reaching
the stability, identify training programs based the degree of experience and
knowledge of the beneficiary, and create a culture of development among members
of the community.
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