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Abstract

The am of this study is to determine to what extent mental skills as
mentioned in Marzano's dimensions of learning model are included in the
Islamic religion syllabuses in the basic primary stage in Palestine as it was
issued by the ministry of education.

The researcher used the analytical descriptive approach in analyzing the
included questions in the six books, he also prepared a list with the mental
skills needed to be available in the Islamic religion syllabuses in the basic
primary stage. That list was presented for experts in the field of curricula
and methodology to determine the necessary mental skills that should be
included in the books of Islamic religion in the basic primary stage so as to
prepare the study tool.

The researcher with other teachers analyzed (1647) questions in accordance
with the standards the arbitrators have agreed upon for the study tool.

The researcher also used repetitions , percentages , averages and standard
division in the statistical processing .

The researcher concluded the following results :

There was no percentage balance between the instructional and the
evaluative questions, the instructional questions totaled (392) questions
were about (23.8%) while the evaluative questions totaled (1255) questions
were about (76.2%) from the over whole total questions of the six books,
memorization questions were (19.21%), deduction questions were
(14.45%) and observation questions (10.21%) of the over whole total of the
Six books.

There were fewer questions which focused on expansion, comparison and
classification where their availability appeared in following sequence:
Classification (8.02%), Mistakes Identification (5.14%), Demonstration
(4.69%), Comparison (4.46%), Problems Identification (3.56%), features
identification (3.40%),

Neglect and inattention in observation, prediction, and ordering skills are
appeared as the following : Observation (1.89%), prediction (1.29%),
followed by ordering questions ( 1.13%) of the over whole total of
guestions in the six books.

As for student gaining of skills, they are shown as the following : ( Gaining
information skills ) held the first position of about (94.20%) , followed by



(concentration skills ) held the second position of about (92.54%) ,
followed by (evaluation skills ) held the third position of about (88.67%) ,
followed by (Generation skills ) held the fourth position of about (83.65%),
followed by (Organization skills) held the fifth position of about (79.01%),
followed by (Memorization skills) held the sixth position of about
(74.70%), followed by (Analyzing skills ) held the seventh position of
about (72.15%), as for the extent of student gaining of skills , the variance
came for the medium average in al dimension and in general, hence , this
means that the extent of students gaining is larger than proficiency level of
about (70%).

There is no statistic variance appearance in the mental skills of 10" grade
students in the light of Marzano's dimensions of learning model are due to
gender variable, though there is statistic variance in demonstration and
ordering skills ,between males and females , tends to females .

The researcher views that there is a necessity for developing the Islamic
Religion Books in the basic primary stage in Palestine. He suggests that
there must be :

a balance between the instructional and evaluative question and there must
be a balance also in dealing with the various mental skills, in addition, there
Is a need to reconsider the syllabuses to include questions concern in
ordering , prediction , mistakes identification, features identification, and
demonstration skills in the basic primary stage, besides that, there is a need
to held training courses for teacher in order to rise their scientific
gualification and in measurement and evaluation and development skills
continuously, reviewing in the 8" and 9" grades' syllabuses in terms of
increasing and variation the percentage of educative questions.
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