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Abstract

The Residential Use of Urban Centers in Nablus Governorate

" A Study in City Geography"

The study sheds light on the residential use of urban centers in
Nablus governorate, where such residential use in the Palestinian territories
has been marked by several problems since the 1948 war when 78% of the
total area of Palestine has been occupied and almost half the population had
been driven out of their cities and villages to the West Bank and the Gaza
Strip and other Arab neighboring countries. This problem worsened
following the 1967 war as the remaining area of Palestine was occupied.
This war had created numerous complications in relation to the residential
and population conditions in the Palestinian areas.

This study aims to explore the size and evolution of residential use
as opposed to other patterns of use, it also examines the urban blocks in
these urban centers and the characteristics of the housing units and seeks to
identify the factors which reflect the patterns of residential use and its
associated functions. Further, the study sheds light on the urban problems
experienced by the population and tries to lay down the proper solutions, it
also assesses the future requirements of the residential use and housing
units and determines the areas in which the residential block is likely to
evolve in the future by providing several hypotheses. The study seeks to
estimate the future requirements arising out of the different patterns of use
of these residential areas.

For these goals to be met, a number of questions have been
formulated, the most important of which were as follows: has the natural
environment had an impact on the residential use, what was the impact of
population distribution and density over urban development, and what are
the factors influencing residential use, what are the population
characteristics and the future needs of the population?. Some hypotheses
had been provided, the most significant of which are as follows: the
withdrawal of the Israeli occupation forces, the removal of the settlements
and Israeli checkpoints and the existing by-pass routes, the expansion of
settlements and imposition of restrictions on the daily life of the residents
in the bordering areas. The Palestinian lands may become geographically
united and refugee camps may be rehabilitated, the residential use may
grow and develop quickly over the coming few years.

The reason for selecting this subject is that Nablus governorate has
the second largest population after Hebron governorate and is known to
have the most powerful economy in the Palestinian lands and the clear



relation between the residential use and housing and the conflict with the
Israeli occupation over the land. The creation of the forthcoming
Palestinian state requires that academic studies should be conducted to set a
strategy for re-planning the different patterns of land use.

In regard to the methodology followed in this study, the researcher
uses a number of methodologies: historical methodology, descriptive
methodology, analytical methodology, objective methodology, comparative
methodology, and regional methodology.

The research sources comprised of the library sources such as
books, reports and published and unpublished research work, statistical
research, the most significant of which included the results of the census
applied to the population , housing units and facilities in 2007 in addition to
the different available maps.

The researcher experienced a number of problems such as the
discrepancies found in the data pertaining to the study area and among the
different ministries and local councils, the boundaries of each governorate
were altered from time to time which affected the available data.

The study included 5 chapters and a number of maps, graphs,
tables, pictures and annexes, the chapters were as follows:

First chapter: the geographical characteristics of Nablus
governorate

Second chapter: the residential use and its influencing factors
Third chapter: the population of Nablus governorate

Fourth chapter: the housing units and their characteristics in Nablus
governorate

Fifth chapter: the urban problems and planning for developing the
residential use.

The most significant outcomes concluded by the study were that the
urban centers suffer from clear lack of basic services, the random
urbanization construction pattern which led to a large urban expansion into
the agricultural areas which had a negative impact on the agricultural lands.
It was evident that Nablus city suffers from clear overlapping patterns of
use as two thirds of the area used for urban housing are located in the city.
Nablus had the highest share per capita in terms of residential use, it turned
out that the urban centers suffer from sever lack of water and public
facilities, more particularly the sewage installations, as the number of
housing units which relied on underground septic tanks reached nearly
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46.1% in 2007. The joint ownership of some private properties in the
governorate constitutes a dilemma for the planners as the lands which are
ruled by Israeli occupation suffer from lack of urban development.

The factor analysis showed that the demographic factor and
characteristics of the population are the most significant factors influencing
the residential use, however there are still less influential factors such as
availability of water and services , other factors are linked to these factors;
the economic, social and political factors, such as settlements.

The study showed that the use of apartments was the most prevalent
pattern of residential use making up 63.4% of the overall used housing
units. It was obvious that the urban centers suffer from problems which had
a direct impact on the population, such urban centers suffered from the
existence of several pollution-generating sources which rendered grave
damage to the environment and the life of the local population. The
pollution-generating sources included the emissions emanating from the
industrial waste of the Israeli factories and wastewater generated by the
Palestinian urban centers in addition to the improper treatment of the solid
waste which is collected from the Palestinian urban centers.

In respect of the recommendations, the most significant
recommendations were that overlapping of patters of use in the urban
centers has to be avoided, especially industrial and residential use, they also
included that an urgent plan has to be set up to get rid of the septic tanks
which contribute to the contamination of the underground water, sewage
network projects should be quickly implemented, more focus has to be
equally given to the different urban centers just as Nablus city in terms of
the services and facilities with paying extra focus to the most impoverished
arecas which have been made more vulnerable as a result of the occupation
practices. The new areas with access to services should be used in a manner
that directs urban growth into the desirable areas and planning standards
have to be adopted when providing the services. The building density has
to be increased on each dunum to preserve more areas for future residential
use

In the end, if I have luckily been able to come up with the right
conclusions, then tribute to such success has to be made to Allah Almighty,
but if else, then it's due to my own shortcomings, with all due prayers to
Allah that this work stands as a beneficial resource for every student
seeking more knowledge.
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