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Abstract

Murder crime in Gaza Governorates
"A study in crime geography "
Prepared by:

Jamel \W. Totah
Supervised by
Dr. Ashraf .H. Shaqgfa

This study aims to highlight the size of murder crimes in Gaza
governorates, find their spatial distribution and reach for the most
spreading murder crimes. In addition, it seeks to identify the
demographic, social and economic characteristics of murderers
and the consequent impacts of the crimes.

To fulfill these aims, the researcher prepared a questionnaire and
distributed it on 127 persons, representing study sample, at Ansar
Center for Reform and Rehabilitation to tackle their social and
economic features. The study adopted the descriptive analytical
method and it used statistical analysis to measure the variables
quantitatively. Moreover, it relied on the data of Ministry of
Interior, Public Prosecution and the Palestinian Central Bureau of
Statistics.

The study is divided into four chapters. The first represents the
theoretical framework, while the second examines the geographic
dimensions of murder crimes in the targeted governorates and the
factors that affect them. Third chapter includes studying the
primary, social and economic characteristics of murderers and the
fourth identifies the social, psychological and economic impacts of
murder crimes in Gaza governorates.

Study results showed that murder crimes in Gaza take fluctuating
feature, and the real problem lies in the fight that leads to murder.
Fight became a major reason for murder crimes as its percentage
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reaches to 62.2%. Regarding the used instrument in murder, it was
various and the widely used one is the cold weapon (knives &
blades) with 45.7%. On the hand, the study showed strong direct
relation  between population density and murders, as the
correlation rate was 82% with level 0.08%, which is a strong
statistical direct relation. In addition, the study found that murder
crimes increase with the decrease of income, as 42.2% of the
sample members have income that is less than 1000 NIS, which
reflects their low level of living. Moreover, field study showed that
murders are concentrated in the age category (20-35 years) with
60%, which is the young group in the community. It also found
that sample members have poor education, as 82% of them do not
hold secondary certificate (Tawjihi), besides the social, economic
and psychological impacts of murders that affect families of
sample members and the whole society. Finally, field study
reached for statistical relation between age and the used instrument
in murder, as R-square reached to 26.1% at level 0.02, meanwhile
the correlation coefficient between profession and murder motive
was 31.8% at level 0.03.

The study stressed on the importance of considering and
publishing statistics of murder by the concerned authorities to be
accessible for researchers. It also recommended classifying murder
crimes according to countryside, urban, camp and neighborhood
individually, besides categorizing reasons of murders and the used
instrument (weapons). Additionally, the researcher recommended
applying restrictions of murder legislated by Allah the almighty to
lessen this crime, and finally planning of some neighborhoods that
lack infrastructure services like education, roads and lights should
be reconsidered too.
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