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ABSTRACT

The current study examined the use of treated wastewater in
agriculture in the Gaza Strip. The researcher designed a questionnaire for
this purpose and distributed it to Gazan farmers applying the treated
wastewater in irrigating their crops. The results of the questionnaire
showed that the most crops irrigated with treated wastewater were olives,
citrus and forage (feedstuff). The study revealed that 92.5% of farmers had
the desire to expand the use of treated wastewater in agriculture due to the
good quality of agricultural products irrigated with treated wastewater. At
the same time, most farmers claimed that they did not observe differences
between the quality of crops irrigated with treated wastewater and those
irrigated with normal water. Other reasons contributed to the use of treated
wastewater include the low prices of treated wastewater, the richness in
nutritional elements and the reduction of the use of brackish groundwater
prevailing in most areas of the Gaza Strip. Finally, the study recommends
the improvement of the capacity and treatment efficiency of the existing
wastewater treatment plants in the Gaza Strip in order to reach the
recommended international standards for the use of treated wastewater in
agriculture.
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