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Abstract

Crime of drug abuse in the Gaza Strip Governorates
"A study in crime geography "
Prepared by the researcher: Wesam Mohammed Al-Najjar
Supervisor: Dr Ashraf Hassan Shaqfa

Assistant Professor of Human Geography, Department of Geography

This study aims at revealing how big the problem/crime of drug abuse
in the Gaza governorates, and to identify the most important geographical
dimensions of this phenomenon, in addition to the identification of the
primary, social and economic characteristics of the perpetrators of the crime
of drug abuse, and the effects of drug abuse.

To achieve these goals, the researcher relied on Crime Investigation
Dept "CID" records issued by the Palestinian Ministry of the Interior. The
researcher designed a questionnaire and distributed it to a sample of
hundred respondents in the Reformation and Rehabilitation Center "Ansar" to
identify the primary, social and economic characteristics of the perpetrators
of the crime of drug abuse.

The methodology of the study relied on the descriptive and analytical
approach, in addition to the results of the questionnaire. The study showed
that crimes of drug abuse in Gaza Governorates increasingly continues, and
that the real problem is the "Tramadol' drug, which has become an
convenient alternative for cocaine. In 2010, The rate of Tramadol abusers
reached 66% of the total ratio of cases of drug abuse, and that there is
statistically significance strong relationship of between population density, the
number of population and the actual residential area of Gaza Governorates
on one hand, and between the number of accused in the crimes of drug
abuse on the other hand.

The study proved that the siege imposed on Gaza Governorates
contributed to the rise in drug abuse crimes because of the exploitation of

'Living Tunnels" on the borders with Egypt, and the high rates of poverty and



\Y

unemployment and availability and easiness of obtaining drugs. Sixty Percent
(60%) of the study sample abused drugs after Israel Occupation had
imposed siege on Gaza governorates.

The field study for the perpetrators of a crime of drug abuse also
demonstrated that most of the respondents are of the young people class
who are under the age of 3(0 years and accounted for 73%, and 88% of
respondents began drug abuse before the age of 25 years, and most of
them are married, with minimum levels of educational, lived in urban areas,
most of them are laborers, students and unemployed, the income of 61% of
them is less than 1000 shekels a month or without income. Thus they suffer
from economic and living problems. The majority of the sample respondents
used —in their drug abuse— Tramadol drug, followed by hashish "Cannabis',
then banjo "Marijuana’. The study confirmed the bad role of bad companions
since they badly influence their friends, as most respondents have access to
the drug from their friends and then from the distributors. The motive than
their drug abuse are bad companions, economic conditions, working
conditions. Most of the sample respondents (79 %) get drugs easily.

Most respondents also said that their drug abuse had a negative impact

on their family lives, their work and studies.
The field study confirmed the existence of a statistically significant
relationship between the type of drug used, age of drug abuser, monthly
income, profession, the motive to commit the crime, drug abuse number of
times).

The study presents a proposed plan to reduce drug abuse in the Gaza
Strip Governorates, and pointed out some of the recommendations that help

to reduce this dangerous phenomenon.
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