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(2) Welfare Association: long live historic cities, p. 60, 62.
(3) Welfare Association: long live historic cities, p. 60, 62.
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(2) Riwagq center for architectural conservation: Annual Report 2011, p. 5- 6.
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Abstract

Preserving the national heritage has gained wide international focus, since it is
deemed one of the key elements to illuminate the depth of civilization for any nation,
and provide material evidence for writing history stories, and studying the cultural and
intellectual progress of such nations throughout the different epochs. Therefore, the
Palestinian national heritage has received special attention from official and non-
official entities and personalities who exerted individual efforts to protect it at a time
when it was being plundered and distorted by the Israeli occupation and other
individuals who ruined their heritage in return for tiny amounts of money.

The importance of this study lies in the true image it provides to the concerned bodies
in terms of the size of exerted endeavors in order for this image to be eventually
fostered or rectified. It also seeks to demonstrate the key risks facing the Palestinian
national heritage, shed light on the most significant institutions and personalities
which paid attention to the national heritage, and examine the underlying factors
behind the establishment, procedures and key achievement of such institutions. The
researcher used the historical method and oral interviews, and the study was divided
into an introductory chapter and five chapters: the introductory chapter which was
titled: definition and types of the Palestinian national heritage, the first chapter: risks
hindering the protection of the Palestinian national heritage, the second chapter: the
efforts made by the non-official institutions to protect the national heritage, the third
chapter: the individual efforts made to protect the Palestinian national heritage, the
fourth chapter: role of the academic institutions in protecting the national heritage,
while the last chapter tackled the role of the official institutions in protecting the
national heritage.

The most significant result of the study was that the stages in which the Palestinian
national heritage evolved has gone through ebbs and flows throughout its history as a
result of the prevailing conditions in Palestine. However, the efforts made by the
institutions and personalities to protect the national heritage provided additional
support for survival in the face of all occupation attempts to deny historical roots and
civilization of the Arab population. Therefore, it is imperative to provide full support
and leverage in order to enhance the Palestinian national heritage so that it can survive
all the risks threatening its very existence.
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