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Abstract

Since 1967, the world's main concern has been looking for a settlement for the
Arab-Israeli conflict by suggesting dozens of peace projects of different natures and
goals. Many countries have had a variety of positions pertaining to such initiatives to
form an international political engagement in the center of which the Palestinian
issue was essential question, and a marginal issue in other initiatives. The Palestinian
question has been exposed to the risk of liquidation in the majority of these projects.

Those projects received the attention of authors in the Journal of Shaoun
Falastinia (Palestinian Affairs) through articles, reports, interviews, and seminars,
and documents that varied in their goals such as increasing awareness and
speculation.

This research studies the development of the Arab-Israeli conflict, and the
changes in the Palestinian political thought since the approval of Security Council
resolution number 242 and till signing Oslo agreement in 1993. The study goes
through the political projects for settling the Arab-Israeli conflict as revealed in the
Journal of Shaoun Falastinia (Palestinian Affairs).

The study is divided into an introductory chapter and three main chapters. The
introductory chapter gives an overview of the Journal Shaoun Falastinia (Palestinian
Affairs) and the Security Council resolution number 242. The other three chapters
study the Arab, American, Israeli, and international settlement projects which have
been discussed Shaoun Falastinia (Palestinian Affairs) Journal, starting from the first
issue of the journal in in 1971, until the last issue in 1993. The researcher explained
through these chapters the causes and objectives of settlement projects, and their
consequences on the development of the Arab-Israeli conflict, most notably: The
project of the United Kingdom in 1972, the Camp David Accord in 1978, Reagan
project in 1982, Shamir project in 1989, and the Madrid Conference in 1991.

The research drew a number of findings the most important of which are the
following: The Journal of Palestinian Affairs didn’t follow a single approach in
dealing with the projects of political settlement of the Arab-Israeli conflict —over the
years of its issuance- but differed in its coverage by the change of its editors. In
general, the Journal of Palestinian Affairs remained objective in its coverage of most
of the political settlement projects for Arab-Israeli conflict. This makes the journal an
important source for the understanding of these projects. The settlement projects
shared the same ground which is the Security Council resolution number 242. These
projects also exploited the political circumstances to impose the American and Israeli
interpretation of the Security Council resolution number 242. The settlement projects
of the Arab-Israeli conflict also contributed to the decline of the Palestinian political
thought from complete refusal of such projects in 1964 to accept them in 1974, and
then to seek them in 1985, then the settlement became the focus of the Palestinian
political thought in 1988.

The study suggested a number of recommendations, including: there is a need to
study the intellectual products of the Palestinian thinkers so as to build an accurate
educational database that contributes to the development of the Palestinian political
thought.
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The Palestine Liberation Organization
today issued a statement in which it ac-
cepted United Nations Security Council Re-
solution 242 and 338, recognized Israel’s
right to exist and renounces terrorism.

These havelong been our conditionsfora
substantive dialogue. They have been met.
Therefore, I have authorized the State De-
partment to enter into a substantive
dialogue with PLO representatives. The
Palestine Liberation Organization must live
up to its statement. In particular it must de-
monstrate that its renunciation of terrorism
is pervasive and permanent.

The initiation of a dialogue between the
United States and PLO representativesisan
important step in the peace process, the

more so because it represents the serious
evolution of Palestinian thinking towards
realistic and pragmatic positions on the key
issues. But the objective of the United
States remains, as always, a comprehensive
peace in the Middle East.

In thatlight, we view this developmentas
one more step toward the beginning of di-
rect negotiations between the parties,
which alone can lead to such a peace.

The United States special commitment to
Israel’s security and well-being remains un-
shakable. Indeed, a major reason for our
entry into this dialogue is to help Israel
achieve the recognition and security it de-

serves.

[International Herald Tribune, 16/12/1988]
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