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Abstract

The objective of the study is to identify the concepts of population education to be
included in the primary grades’ geography books in Palestine, and how the ninth-grade
students acquire these concepts.

Research methodology: The researcher used the descriptive analytical approach to
conduct this study.

Study Tools: The researcher used the following tools: a content analysis tool, and a
cognitive test.

The study sample: the researcher selected a stratified random cluster sample consisting
of 350 male and female students from the Directorate of Khan Younis in the academic
year (2016 - 2015). The sample also included the content of the preparatory grade
geography books for the (fifth, sixth, seventh, eighth, ninth, and tenth) grades in
Palestine for the academic year (2016 -2015).

The study answered four questions and verified two hypotheses. The most important
findings of the study were as follows:

e The list of population education concepts that must be available in geography
books for preparatory grades contained (71) concepts distributed over eight
fields with varying degrees in geography books for preparatory grades; the least
availability was in the fifth grade and the highest availability was in the ninth
grade.

e There are statistically significant differences between the mean scores of the
ninth grade students’ acquiring of basic concepts of population education in
geography textbook. The mean score (70%) was in favor of the average of the
ninth-grade students.

e There are statistically significant differences in the acquisition of the basic
concepts of population education for the ninth grade students attributed to the
variable gender (male, female) in favor of male students.

The most important recommendations of the study:

- The competent authorities for developing the Palestinian curriculum should take
into consideration the eight areas of population education concepts consisting of
(71) concept; in order to be included in all different grades of education.

- Enrichment the non-existing population concepts in different curricula and
distributing it in a progressive manner on all classes starting from fifth grade
through the secondary school, taking into account the difficult concepts that
should fit with the mental level of the students.

Keywords: (concepts of population education, geography books, preparatory stage,
the ninth primary grade)
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