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Abstract

The study aimed to know the effectiveness of the use of cognitive trips via the
Web (Web Quests) in teaching of geography at the level of meditative thinking
and academic achievement among the students of the eighth grade. The study
sample consisted of 61 students selected from Jabalya Prep. ( A ) boys school for
refugees.

Study problem:

The problem of the study lies through answering the following main question:

How effective is the use of cognitive trips via the Web (Web Quests) in the
teaching of geography at the level of meditative thinking and learning among the
students of the eighth grade in North Gaza UNRWA schools?

The following sub-questions have emerged from this question:

1- Are there statistical differences at (o < 0.05) between the marks average of the
experimental group and the marks average of the controller group in the
applying of the post meditative thinking test?

2- Are there statistical differences at (o < 0.05) between the marks average of the
experimental group in the pre and post application of the meditative
thinking test?

3- Are there statistical differences at (o < 0.05) between the marks average of the
experimental group in the post and sequential application of the meditative
thinking test?

4- Are there effectiveness in teaching via Web Quests on meditative thinking of
the sample members?

5- Are there statistical differences at (o < 0.05) between the marks average of the
experimental group and the marks average of the controller group in the post
application on the academic achievement of geography?

6- Are there statistical differences at (o < 0.05) between the marks average of the
experimental group in the post and sequential application on the academic
achievement of geography?

7- Are there effectiveness in teaching via Web Quests on the sample members
academic achievement of geography

To answer these questions, the researcher set the study tools, which were
represented in the academic achievement test of scientific concepts in
geography, prepared by the researcher, which consisted of (40) items. And to
measure the meditative thinking skills in geography the researcher set another
one which consisted of (30) items test divided into five dimensions, and teacher's
guide for Web Quests. The study tools have been presented the group of
arbitrators to make sure of their integrity and suitability for applying. For the
purpose of this study, the researcher selected two divisions of the eighth grade



males students in Jabalya Prep (A) at random and the number was (61 students),
One representing the experimental group of (30) students and the other
representing the controller group of (31) students. The researcher make sure the
two groups were equivalent

The researcher and according to the nature of the study use two approaches:

A — constructivist approach :The researcher constructed and designed Web
Quests on the web.

B - the experimental approach: The researcher applied the pre and post study
tools of two groups (experimental and controller) where he has taught the
seventh unit to the sample members of the controller group in the normal way,
while the experimental group has been taught through Web Quest.

The study was conducted in the second term of the academic year (2009/2010).
The researcher used the statistical packages( SPSS) to get and treat the data.
After applying the statistical treatments on the marks, the most important results
of the study was :
- There are statistical differences at a level less than 0.05 between the students
marks of the experimental group which studied Web Quests and the controller
group, who studied in the traditional way of the post applying on the dimensions
of optical vision and reaching to conclusions, and set suggested solutions for
the mark of meditative thinking. The differences were in favor of the
experimental group, and thus the researcher refuses zero hypothesis and accepts
the alternative one.

- There are statistical differences between the students of the experimental
group marks on the pre and post applications of the meditative thinking test
with its dimensions and total mark which ranged the ( T )values between
(4.48 - 8.61), at a level of 0.01, and the differences was in favor of the post.

There is no statistical differences between the experimental group students marks
of the post and sequential applications on meditative thinking test with its
dimensions and total mark. The values of "T "ranged between (0.51 - 1.18),
which are not statistically significant.

The impact of the teaching through Web Quests was great on all of the meditative
thinking test dimensions in Geography and the test total mark. The ETA square
values ranged between (0.41 - 0.72) for the experimental group sample
members and these values demonstrate a significant impact.

There are dtatistical differences at a level less than 0.05, between the

experimental group who has studied through Web Quests and the controller

group who has studied in traditional way of the post applying on the academic
achievement test dimensions and its total mark. The differences were in favor of
the experimental group.



There are statistical differences between the experimental group students marks
of the pre and post applications in Geography academic achievement test
dimensions and its total mark, ranged the ( T )values between (6.44 - 10.41) at a
level of 0.01 and the differences were in favor of the post application.

The impact of the teaching through Web Quests was great on all of the meditative
thinking test dimensions in Geography and the test total mark. The ETA square
values ranged between (0.79 - 0.59) for the experimental group and these values
demonstrate a significant impact.

Study recommendations:

In line with the results of this study which has proven that Web Quest is clearly

more effective than the traditional way of learning in the meditative thinking and

academic achievement among the eighth grade students . For that the researcher
recommends the following :

1- The necessity to improve teaching practices of Preparatory school through
being away from the traditional methods that focus on the acquisition of
knowledge and concepts with their value and importance for the students, and
the need to focus on methods and models that are based on a clear educational
philosophy, and that contribute actively to the improvement of meditative
thinking skills, and the practice of inquiry and discovery in various positions.

- The necessity to use Web Quests in the geography teaching units at different

educational levels to achieve important learning outcomes in geography as it
contributes effectively in the students academic achievement to the concepts
and skills of meditative thinking that improve the level of student achievement
among in geography, and make them love and believe in its importance for
progress, which will reflect positively on the community in these domains.

- The importance of constructing some geography lessons in particular and

other subjects in general, according to the style of Web Quests.

- The necessity to organize training courses and workshops for science teachers

and supervisors under the supervision of qualified instructors, and train them
on the preparation and use of Web Quests

- Rehabilitation of Education college students (Social Studies) to the use of the

Web Quests, and to include these programs what alows the teacher to
recognize the Web Quests style and to train him how to design, construct and
teach the units according to this strategy and style.

- Equipping the classrooms with computers and connect them appropriately with

the internet and then connect al of the schools freely with the internet.

Study suggestions:
In the light of the aims and results this study reached, the researcher suggests
to have more researches and studies in the following domains:




1-  Investigating the impact of Web Quests in the teaching of geography on the
development of critical thinking, creative thinking and problem-solving skills.

2- Having other similar studies to this current one on different subjects as science,
environment, health and history.

3- Having other similar studies to this current one on different study grades and
different academic achievement levels.

4- The impact of Web Quests to modify the aternative conceptions of the scientific
concepts.

5- Constructing programs to improve the meditative thinking skills and other
thinking skills for Gaza preparatory school students to improve their thinking
skills.

6- The impact of Web Quests to improve the other types of scientific thinking.

7- The effectiveness of Web Quests for improving thinking and academic
achievement comparing with other strategies.
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