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Abstract

Reality of Scientific Research Funding in Palestinian Universities and
its Relation with Research Productivity of their Academic Staff

This study aimed to identify the degree of research funding in the
Palestinian Universities and its relation to the research productivity of their
academic staff, from the perceptions of their academic staff, and to find out
how the expressed perceptions were influenced by academic staff
characteristics such as gender, years of experience, academic rank, the
type of faculty, and university.

To achieve the objectives of the study, the researcher adopts the
descriptive analytical approach. The population of the study included (744)
members which are all the academic staff (assistant professor and higher)
of the Palestinian universities (The Islamic, Al-Azhar, and El-Agsa) in
Gaza Governates, while the sample consisted of (260) of these members
(35% of the population). Two questionnaires were designed to collect
information from the sample. The first questionnaire is about the reality of
research funding in the three universities and consists of three-aspects. The
second is about the reality of the research productivity and consists of two-
aspects.

The validity of the questionnaires is confirmed by testing by
applying it to a pilot sample of (40) members.

The information was analyzed by the use of Scientific Package for
Social Sciences (SPSS) and  averages, recurrences, ratio weight,
Cronbach's alpha test, and Pearson correlation coefficient are also used.

From the results of the study it is found that:

1- The total average of the degree of funding research in universities is
low (51.58%), with indirect funding comes first, then direct funding
and finally the external funding.

2- There is no significant differences between the average of
perceptions of academic staff to the degree of funding research
attributed to gender, years of experience, and type of faculty.



3- There is a significant differences between the average of perceptions
of academic staff to the degree of funding research attributed to
university, in favour of 1UG, and to the rank, in favour to professors.

4- The total average of factors affecting the research productivity from
the perspectives of academic staff is estimated to be about (61.76%).

5- The reality of research productivity, from the perspectives of
academic staff, is found to be ranked as follow: Supervisions of
thesis; papers published in international journals; papers published
in local journals; papers published in regional journals; books; and
then translated books.

6- There is no significant differences between the average of
perceptions of academic staff to the degree of research productivity
attributed to gender, years of experience, and type of faculty.

7- There is a significant differences between the average of perceptions
of academic staff to the degree of research productivity attributed to
university, in favour of 1UG, and to the rank, in favour to professors.

8- There is a statistically significant correlation (direct proportionality)
between the degree of research productivity and its funding.

Due to the results of the study it is recommended that:

1- The government should allocate a special fund in its budget to
research in Palestinian universities.

2- Activating the role of private sector to support research in the
Palestinian universities.

3- Adopting the concepts of (the Islamic Waqf).

4- Adopting the concept of productive university so that the outcomes
of some projects are oriented to research.
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