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Abstract

The role of self-assessment of academic programs at
Palestinian universities in Gaza to improve the academic

performance of faculty members

This study aimed to identify the role of self-assessment of academic
programs at Palestinian universities in Gaza to improve the academic
performance of faculty members from their viewpoint, and ways to activate
it,To achieve the objectives of the study researcher used descriptive
analytical method, and designed questionnaire consisting of (48) items (3)
fields: which are ( teaching — scientific research — community service), as
well as an opened question at the end about ways to activate the self-
assessment for academic programs in universities in order to improve the
academic performance of faculty members.

To ensure reliability and validity of questionnaire ,it has been presented
to a group of professional arbitrators, Questionnaire was distributed to the
study sample consisting of (160) faculty member in each of the Islamic
University and Al-Azhar University in Gaza for the academic year
(2009/2010 m), (138) of them has responded with an average (86.25%).

Data has been processed using statistical packages program (SPSS).

The study found the following results:

1. The degree of contribution of self-assessment of academic programs
at Palestinian universities in improving the academic performance of
faculty members, generally medium with an average (64.78%).

2. The first field (Teaching) came in the first rate with an average



(68.64%), while the third field (community service) came in the second
rate with an average (60.24%), second field

(Scientific Research) came in the third rate with an average (59.86%).
3. No statistically significant differences at the level of significance

(a = 0.05) in average the calendar estimates of faculty members in the
Palestinian universities in Gaza of the impact of self-assessment of
academic programs to improve their academic performance due to the
variable of sex (male, female).

4. No statistically significant differences at the level of significance

(a = 0.05) in average the calendar estimates of faculty members in the
Palestinian universities in Gaza of the impact of self-assessment of
academic programs to improve their academic performance due to the
variable level of scientific (Assistant Professor, Associate Professor,
Professor).

5. No statistically significant differences at the level of significance

(a = 0.05) in average the calendar estimates of faculty members in the
Palestinian universities in Gaza of the impact of self-assessment of
academic programs to improve their academic performance due to the
variable service (less than 5 years, 5-10 years, 10 years or more ).

6. No statistically significant differences at the level of significance

(a = 0.05) in average the calendar estimates of faculty members in the
Palestinian universities in Gaza of the impact of self-assessment of
academic programs to improve their academic performance due to the

variable of the university (Islamic university, Al-Azhar university).

In the light of the results of the study t the researcher proposed a

set of recommendations, including:

* The need to disseminate the results and recommendations of the self-

assessment to all members of the faculty at the university.



* the necessity for self-evaluation of academic programs continuously.

* The involvement of all parties to the educational process in self-
evaluation.

* openness to other universities both at the local level or global level to
benefit from their experiences and expertise in the field of self-evaluation.
» promote a culture of self-assessment among teachers and staff at the

university.
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