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Abstract

The current study addresses the issue of the elderly in the Gaza Strip in the
period 1997-2014. It aimed to identify the ratio and geographical distribution of the
elderly who are aged 60 years and over in the governorates of Gaza Strip. The study
also aimed to identify the demographic, social and economic characteristics of the
elderly in the governorates of Gaza Strip and the differences between them,
according to the time variable through the period of the study. In addition, it aimed to
predict their future under the conditions in which they live as well as to identify some
of the characteristics of the Gaza Strip residents. In order to achieve the purpose of
the study, the researcher relied on data provided by the census conducted by the
Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics in 1997 and 2007, in addition to the data
provided by the surveys carried out by the Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics,
reports and statistics issued by the Ministries of Interior and Social Affairs and
reports by Help Age International's, as well as reports by Al-Wedad Society for
Community Rehabilitation and by Al-Wafaa Center for the care of the elderly.

The study adopted a group of methods including the historical, analytical and
descriptive, comparative methods. In addition, the study used Spectrum program to
predict the size of the population of the study, i.e. the elderly up to the year 2034.
The study showed that the population of the Gaza Strip continues to increase, as well
as the number of the elderly which is increasing from 43 522 in 1997 to 67 397 in
2014. The study showed that most of the elderly 77.5% live in the young elderly
stage, i.e. 60 (less than 75 years) during the period 1997-2014. Moreover, more than
half of the elderly, i.e. 56.1% are females. Furthermore, results of the study revealed
a higher average of literacy rates among the elderly, namely 56% during the period
1997 to 2014. The results also showed that most of the elderly with an average
90.4% are married males. In contrast, 44.1% of the elderly women during the period
1997-2014 are married. The study also highlighted the declining rates of
participation of the elderly in the labor force during the period 1997-2014 as it fell
from 8.7% in 1997 to 6.6% in 2014. In addition, the study showed the decline in the
elderly ratios within the workforce from 19.6% in 1997 to 9.9% in 2014, and that the
most important reasons behind their being outside the labor force is their inability to
work, followed by the full-time housework. The results of the study also showed
that 99.9% of the elderly in the Gaza Strip live with their families and receive basic
care from their relatives, whereas only 0.3% of the elderly receive shelter care or
day care in elderly care institutions. The study results predicted absolute increase in
the number of the elderly male rate compared with that of females during the period
2014-2034. The expected increase of the number of males is 194.3% whereas that of
females is expected to be 154.6%.

The study recommends establishing a national committee dealing with the
affairs of the elderly including members of the private sector, civil society and
relevant ministries. In addition, the study recommends the formation of database and
studies including all of all matters relating to the elderly in the Gaza Strip, as well as
focusing on the developmental role in caring for the elderly, and efforts to increase
the number of associations and private institutions that deal with the elderly.
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