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Abstract

Priorities of school reform as perceived by secondary school
principals in Gaza governorates and

the methods of achievement

This study aims at identifying the top priorities of school reform in
the Palestinian society according to secondary school principals' point of
views in Gaza governorates. It also seeks to disclose the significant
statistical differences between the estimated averages of the study sample
attributed to gender variable, years of service variable and governorate
variable. On the other hand, and in the light of the results it reached, the
study tackles determining such priorities that can contribute in activating
school reformation at secondary schools in the Gaza governorates.

The researcher followed the descriptive analytic method and the
sample consisted of 134 secondary school principals in Gaza governorates
for the school year 2010/2011. The researcher retrieved 114 questionnaires.
Which represent 85%. The questionnaire included 65 items divided into six
domains about priorities of school reform such as; human resources,
financial resources, education and learning, local society, curricula and
students affairs.

The researcher made sure of validity and reliability of study tools
and she used frequencies, percentages, medians, T-test and one way
ANOVA to analyze the results of the field data.

The results of the study were summarized as follows:

1. Students affairs domain got the first place with a relative weight
(82.79%), while human resources had the second place with a
relative weight (82.65%), then education and learning came in the
third place with a relative weight of (81.10%), curricula had a
relative weight of (79.79%) in the fourth place, in the fifth place we
had local society with a relative weight of (78.76%) and finally
financial resources got the sixth place with a relative weight
(78.34%). Regarding the overall grade of the questionnaire, it had
(80.80%) as a relative weight.

2. The priorities of school reform at all domains are ordered according
to the response of the study sample, which should the reform



process starts with in Gaza governorates and they are as the
following:

a. Inculcate values and good trends at students' spirits got the
first place with a relative weight of 92, 40%.

b. Exchange classroom visits to make use of colleagues'
experience in developing performance got the second place
with a relative weight of 92, 11%.

c. Following up supervisors' recommendations an reports, then
analyzing them got the third place with a relative weight of 91,
81%.

d. Reviewing students' results by their parents regularly got the
fourth place with a relative weight of 91, 52%.

e. Supporting social and psychological guidance of students was
ranked equal to the fourth place with a relative weight of
91.52%.

3. There are no significant statistically differences at a significance
level of (a < 0.05) in the average estimates of members of study
sample attributed to gender variable - except human resources-, years
of service variable (less than 5 years — from 5-10 years — more than
10 years), governorate variable (north — east — west - central —
Khanyounis — Rafah).

4. There are statistically differences at a significance level of (a <
0.05) in the average estimates of members of study sample attributed
to gender variable in human resources field, where the differences
were in favor of females.

5. Provide some tools that could contribute in achieving such priorities
in the light of the results the researcher had.

In the light of the previous results, the study recommended the
following points:

1. Reconsider and follow up school reformation plans and programs
and make use of any feedback to put remedial and more flexible
plans suit the Palestinian society.

2. Adopt strategic planning as one of the successful methods of
educational planning appropriate for our environment.



3. Prepare an applicable plan with specific goals by ministry of
Education to provide schools with their needs of financial resources
using less possible effort and cost.

4. Support mental motivation programs through the employment of
methods, techniques and teaching strategies and activities based on

creative thinking.

5. Reconsider evaluation methods and student exams.
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