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Abstract

This thesis concerns colonial French Indochinagi§pally the area known today as
Vietnam. Located south of China and east of lodidhe southeastern-most peninsula of the
Asian continent, Indochina comprises the modernatamtries of Vietham, Laos, and
Cambodia. After European contact, the future tgusf Vietham was divided into three main
provinces: Tonkin in the north, Annam in the enand Cochinchina in the south. After their
establishment in the Southeast Asian country imtltenineteenth century, the French sought to
improve existing, and to build new infrastructusarncrease the productive capacity of the
colony. The more efficient the colonial economgswthe more profit there was for the mother
country. Unfortunately, what was good for Fram@es not always good for Indochina. While
most scholars focus on other causes of the Vietwam they rarely discuss how direct French
influence was a prime factor.

The purpose of this thesis is to explore how tren€n attempted to improve the status of
their colony and how these improvements affectedittes of the local population, both
negatively and positively. Chapter 1 addressegdtndation of the colony from its missionary
roots to its final conquest in the latter parttug 1800s. Chapter 2 discusses two important
loans granted by the French government in Par#,ifi 1898 and then in 1912. The focus is on
the second loan of 90 million francs, for coloroéicials squandered much of the first loan of
200 million francs. With this new sum, the Fremptanned to establish better irrigation
methods, education systems, transportation, andgneoncation. While their intent was to
improve the colony for profitable gain, the Fremrhphasized both to the indigenous population
and to the population at home that the new infuastire could greatly benefit the lives of the

Indochinese. Chapter 3 discusses how Frencheimékel and technology affected the Annamites



and why this influence forced them to seek indepand. After years of oppression and
promises of a better future, the Annamites ultinydtest many of their traditions and customs in

trying to become French and moved towards rebellion

Vi



I ntroduction

Although books on Vietnam are plentiful, thereatatively little recent scholarship on
colonial Vietham, known then as Indochina. Wugsrabout the colony that do exist were
written mostly by European authors at the heigtihefFrench Empire with a strong pro-colonial
bias as the French sought to justify their actmim®ad. The most detailed accounts of colonial
Indochina were published prior to World War |, dhdse books often dealt with specific
subjects. They provide information about the @adture, the industry, and the economy of the
colony in an effort to give to give the generaldeain Europe a basic understanding of French
overseas accomplishments. There is much writbentavhat the French specifically changed
and improved, but little about how money was spanhow effective the new programs were.
Scholarship written during the colonial era corgaamost no information about the everyday
lives of the indigenous AnnamitésAccounts by the Annamites themselves are nearly
nonexistent as any material deemed antagoniskceioch rule was confiscated, censored, or
destroyed. As a result, few Europeans truly ustded the impact French civilization had on
the Indochinese.

Before 1945, most Europeans only read about thiiymshanges that the French
instilled overseas and learned little about thdization that they colonized. Virginia
Thompson’s=rench Indoching1937) was a notable exception with its detailezbaats of
Indochina’s pre-colonial empire, government, arghldAnnamite traditions. Thompson wrote
this book after she visited the colony at the hieajlthe French empire. Her goal was to

provide the English-speaking readers a generalratadeling of Indochinese history, a feat she

! Annamites composed of nearly 75 percent of thedhihese population. This term is used instead of
“Viethnamese” because French primary and early sngnsources referred to the indigenous people@s s The
word “Annamite” is used continuously throughout thesis to maintain consistency.



accomplished with ease. She also discussed #@melfricolonial government, its administration,
and its reaction to the indigenous population. likénother books written about French
Indochina, Thompson’s devotes substantial schdlatsithe rest of Indochina, especially Laos
and Cambodia. By illustrating these cultures, ddmonstrates that the Annamites were not the
only people affected by French influence. Becalmemostly used French sources, most of the
book discusses how the Annamites benefited fronofi@an intervention, not how the
Indochinese reacted to French power. WithoutubtJ&rench Indochinas a valuable asset for
anyone wanting a basic knowledge of the SouthesisinfAcountries through the eyes of
Frenchmen. Although strongly biased, this boo&sdorovide an understanding of the French
approach to scholarship about their Empire.

There are other approaches to colonial historyealsam the discussion of the general
history of an area. Many works about Indochinaceon specific aspects of the colony and
colonial rule. Gail Paradise Kelly’'s workrench Colonial Education: Essays on Vietham and
West Africa(2000), is an excellent example of such a topicakhand one vital to
understanding the development of indigenous consaess. French Colonial Education
focuses on the years 1918 to 1938, a pivotal tnm&ninamite history as the educated
Indochinese began to understand fully what Fremrhidation meant to the development and
future of their society. Kelly claims in her iattuction that the colonizers exhibited arrogance,
racism and ruthlessness toward their colonial stbjeecause events such as the Dreyfus Affair
and World War | made the French question their superiority. These attitudes appear to
have influenced some of the driving forces behimaRrench institution of harsh codes in the

Franco-Annamite schools, but there is little cotervidence linking the two. These codes,



along with the Indochinese reaction to these ld@same a vital cause of further complications
between the French and Annamites.

Charles RobequainBhe Economic Development of French Indocl{it®49) discusses
colonial economics, another subject necessarydenstanding the failure of the colony. This
work focuses on the changes in the local econordyoarthe local peasants as the French
instituted new industries and farming methods twease production and profit. With the help
and funding of the Ministry of National Educatighe Ministry of the Colonies, and the
Government-General of Indochina, Robequain wasif@ate to travel to Indochina and gather
the most up-to-date information about the colonyerfithe French point of view. Robequain
wanted his readers to understand the value andriemme of Indochina to the French economy,
and conversely, the importance of France to théleehg of Indochina. Essentially, this book
promoted pro-colonial propaganda to the generalipahd French administration. Robequain
conveys the civilizing mission message throughasifie consistently reinforces the
humanitarian aid and improvements brought in byRtench.

Unlike the previous works that focus on a singlejsct, Viethamese Tradition on Trial
(1981), written by David G. Marr, discusses muéipbnditions that led to rebellion,
mobilization, and war. Changes in the politicadl 3ocial consciousness of the Annamite
population between 1920 and 1945—and the abilithefFrench to control numerous aspects of
Annamite life, the alteration of the village econoand social relationships, and the introduction
of a cash economy—all contributed to the onsehefMietnam War. Marr spends little time
discussing the development and actions of the CamsnBarty or Ho Chi Minh because he

wants to show why the French lost their colonyeathan explain why the Indochinese won.



If the reader is looking for sources that err am $fde of anti-colonial, one needs to look
no further than Ngo Vinh LongBefore the Revolution: the Viethamese Peasantsrufr@énch
Dominationand Pham Cao Duongidetnamese Peasants Under French Dominati@&efore
the Revolutionthe more anti-French of the two books, discusisesocial repercussions of
French policies on the rural areas and populatiom fthe 1880s to 1945. Growing up in rural
Vietnam, Long had the personal experience to pperstraightforward account of peasant life.
By using multiple Viethamese sources, he expldiesieglect of the peasantry and their poor
living conditions—subjects rarely mentioned in Hslgllanguage writings. Long argues that
most writers and historians neglected the subjettieopeasant because they wrongly believed
that the events of the colonial era and what tleaéhr called improvements to Annamite life had
no bearing or influence on future events such adrttiochinese and Vietham Wars. In trying to
break this myth, Long instead discusses how thedarenfluence truly impacted the lives of the
peasants and led to rebellion.

Although Duong was a refugee from the Vietnam \WMartakes a less anti-colonial
approach than Long. Hidetnamese Peasants Under French Dominatbmuses not only on
peasant conditions but also on the conditionsgbaérned the economics, society, and mentality
of peasant life. Like Long, Duong believed tla tittle material existed about peasant life and
so sought the writings and oral histories of formmandarins, notables, and descendants of large
landowners. Unlike Long, he used colonial memtyom the French administrators,
politicians, and travelers, as well as articlesrfierench and Vietnamese journalists to balance
the Eastern works. Duong explains how the Freuahs for agricultural development changed
the evolution of the rural society and the Annamit&he plans provoked resistance from the

outset, but true confrontation came only in the@93 He refrains from discussing such



uprisings because, he says, the period is too rézetudy objectively with historical
perspective.

These secondary sources, in addition to numerdestshow both sides of colonialism.
On one side, early twentieth-century sources froem&h and English authors and historians
create an image of a helpful, parent-like Frano&ilyg out for the best interest of the colony and
its inhabitants. On the other side, mid-to-lateritieth-century scholarship turns away from
pro-colonial sentiment to depict poor, miserablagamts who find the strength to rise up against
their oppressors. Not until recently has morerimiation emerged about true colonial life.
Much focus remains on the Vietnam War as autha® backward seeking the true cause—or
causes—of the disaster. Yet even Stanley Karnbvegiam: A Historyperhaps the best
account and one that does sensitively portray Ini@se traditions, still focuses mainly on the
war itself.

The style of life and the changes imposed on theafwrites by the French had a direct
link to the downfall of the colony. The Frencmgly could not turn the Annamites into
Europeans. The goal of this thesis is to protidereader with a deeper understanding of what
happened to Indochina at the height of French calism, and why the French could not change
Indochina. By using various primary and secondawyrces, | shall illustrate how the French
tried to change the indigenous population, how thesg for the improvements, and why these
improvements failed. By understanding how thenEhecarried out their plans to meet goals of
the colony, the reader will be able to comprehehg everything fell apart.

Most cities and villages in Indochina are spelleggety of ways. | have chosen to
spell them one way, based off of secondary soutcasaintain consistency. All statistics in

this thesis came directly from primary sources sexbndary sources, and many figures may not



add up to what is stated. Also, the terms “Annairand “Indochinese” are used
interchangeably since Annamites composed the niyajoirthe population group residing in the

colony.



Chapter 1: French Discovery and Settlement in Indochina

To fourteenth-and fifteenth-century Europeans, A&a a land of mystery, myth, and
excitement, a place of precious and rare commagdlitig/thical creatures, and mysterious people.
Although explorations of Asia were rare, writindsoat the continent were plentiful and colored
by fairy tale images. Europeans traded with Reasd Arabia for centuries, but the Far East
remained relatively unknown to Western mercharitsivas Catholic missionaries who made the
first concerted attempts to establish a presentieeifrar East. Early attempts at conversion
began with the Franciscan missionary, Odoric del@wne of Udine, who worked in
Cochinchina between 1318 and 1330. Further ateeogme a century later, when Nicolo de
Conti and Hieronimo Adrome traveled throughout Baramd Siam. Although their written
accounts did not spark a major effort by Europedrexploration, they did, by providing
realistic accounts, diminish the prevalence of ralgbical tales about the Far E&st.

The Catholic Church did not make a concerted eftoextend its influence into the Far
East until the end of the sixteenth century. Ta® impulse was a direct result of its attempt to
regain the power and prestige diminished by th@Redtion. The Church began to institute
and fund mission trips for the Jesuit, Francisean, Dominican orders throughout the world in
an effort to convert more people to Catholicisihe Italians and Portuguese launched the first
regular missions in Asia. They rapidly ran upiaggresistance, especially against the Japanese,
who expelled them in the late sixteenth centuryfanced them to find refuge in Indochina.
Indochina’s geographical location allowed it to ts@e a crossroad where Hindu and Chinese
cultures met, clashed, and fused. These cultlififatences between the Hindu and the Chinese

would be further complicated through the introdoistof European culture and attempts at

2 Thomas E. Ennigsrench Policy and Developments in Indoch{@hicago: The University of Chicago Press,
1936), 13; Donald F. Laclsia in the Making of Europe: The Century of Disany, vol. |, book (Chicago: The
University of Chicago Press, 1965), 20.



colonization. The complexity of the culture otlbchina would have far-reaching consequences
for the ultimate success or failure of Europeanl, @specially French, colonization in the area.
The improving impulses of French colonial officiasuld eventually have disastrous
consequences for the Indochinese people and sdciety

The missionaries, and later the traders, encoedhiiculture far different from Europe.
The Annamites, found in central Indochina, weren€ke in origin, Mongoloid in appearance,
and composed 75 percent of the Indochinese popalatAlthough it is thought that they
originated in Tonkin, the northern-most provindeyt migrated further south to both the
provinces of Annam and Cochinchina. The Portugwesinally name the area “Cochinchina,”
using the Chinese characters ‘Giao Chi,” meanirgndm. They added China to the name to
distinguish the area from another Portuguese calotiydia, also named Cochin. The French
continued to use the original Portuguese name, envasing it only to refer to the southern-
most province. The French also revived the teimam,” meaning “pacified south,” from a
Chinese colonist term in order to refer to the redatovince? The origins of the nomadic
Annamites before their settlement in the Red Ridelta between 500 and 200 BC are uncertain,
but the Chinese conquered these people betweeBQEhd 186 AD:

After centuries of Chinese domination, the futuserdry of Vietnam began to take shape
in 1009, first with the formation of the Ly Dynastyhich lasted until 1225, and then with the
Tran Dynasty. The Trans expanded their counteristory, population, army, and bureaucracy,

and focused on foreign affairs and national defeagminst further Chinese oppression.

% Donald F. LachAsia in the Making of Europe: The Century of Digeny, vol. |, book I(Chicago: The
University of Chicago Press, 1965), 560; Virginlaompsonfrench IndochingNew York: The Macmillan
Company, 1937), 22.

* The separation and naming of these provincesatidecur until French arrival. Although the origiof the
provinces of Annam and Cochinchina have been trhee#, there is no evidence of the foundationfiefutord
“Tonkin.”

® Stanley Karnowyietnam: A HistoryNew York: Penguin Books, 1983), 70; David Joisherg, ed.In Search
of Southeast Asia: A Modern Histdiifonolulu: University of Hawaii Press, 1985).



Ultimately, however, economic crisis and peasaneliens allowed another Chinese invasion in
1407. After the Annamites were able to defeattlier the final time in 1428, the Le Dynasty
emerged but quickly declined due to internal cahfli The final blow to them came in the form
of the Tay-Son rebellion of 1771, paving the waytfee Nguyen Dynasty. Formed in 1802, the
Nguyens became the final rulers of the region feefoe French conquest. This dynasty nearly
destroyed itself, however, before the arrival & Buropeans. The Nguyens discouraged
commerce, segregated the Chinese, took away maditigadaights from women, and regulated
and suppressed religions other than Confucianisondar to reduce diversity and criticism.
Although discontent was prevalent throughout thentxy, the Annamites were able to band
together in the 1860s against the French. Thidoend sense of community was not brought
on by nationalism but rather by xenophobia andltgyta Confucianisn?.

Through initial Chinese conquest, the Annamitespéetblong-lasting Chinese traditions
and customs, among them the Chinese system ofgoeat and law. Annamites relied on
cooperation between the mandarins, who represéimegiovernment and theocracy, and the
elected notables, who represented democracy wiitieicommunity. The Annamite emperor,
the head of the social hierarchy, had absolute pawe was responsible for the welfare and
protection of his subjects. He served as priedtjadge and claimed his mandate from heaven.
Beneath the emperor were his mandarins, a bodifiofats who helped him in running the
empire. To qualify for the position of a mandaan Annamite had to pass an examination in
which he demonstrated a thorough knowledge ofditee, philosophy, morality, and the
Chinese classics. Initially, the exam requiredwledge of the three common religions:

Confucianism, Buddhism, and Taoism. In 1075gtreernment made Confucianism a separate

® Neil L. JamiesonyUnderstanding VietnarBerkeley: University of California Press, 1998)11, 42-43;
Steinberg, edln Search of Southeast AsiE23, 127, 301.



test, and by 1247, it became the sole basis aétaeination. This system, formally adopted
from the Chinese in the twelfth century, gave—iedty—each subject in the empire the
opportunity to qualify for work in the governmentn practice, only the wealthy could afford to
pay a tutor to learn the required material andieffoee, held all of the offices.

The life of Annamite society centered on the vidathe population of which varied from
300 to 1,000 people. The mandarins ran eachyeilia accordance with the emperor’s law
through a council of notables and a “village cliiafyoung, minor notable chosen by the village
and approved by the mandarins to serve as a sectettne council and intermediary to the
district mandarin. The notables held considergbleer and prestige, handled state relations,
taxes, communal lands, and conducted religious atel harvest festivals. The twelve senior
notables, chosen from wealthy and prominent fasiihethe village, formed a council, which
conducted religious activities and supervised dadlgninistration. Voting depended upon the
unanimity of the council, not a majority. Thisucwil also served as the village court in which
local conflicts between and within families werdveal. A smaller group of minor notables did
not have the same power and prestige as the othgrgiey had to meet three criteria to ascend
to the position: mandarinic achievement or edocativealth, and age. Below these notables
were six ministers who controlled appointmentsaffices, rites, war, justice, and public works.
The Annamites also had an aristocracy, but thig@iacy did not hold office or hold special
privileges. The emperor bestowed titles upon asg families, but only five inheritable titles
existed. The degree of nobility diminished wititle passing generation, leaving the sixth

generation to reabsorb into the population. Atltbttom were the commoners, but where an

"Ronald J. Cima, edVietnam: A Country StudVashington, D.C.: U.S. Government Printing Gefi¢989), 93,
102-103; Samuel L. Popkiithe Rational Peasant: The Political Economy ofdR@ociety in Vietnarn(Berkeley:
University of California Press, 1979), 119; StephenRobertsThe History of French Colonial Policy (1870-
1925), vol. li(London: P.S. King and Son, LTD., 1929), 435; ifipson,French Indochinal9, 25-27.
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Annamite resided in relation to the village deteredi his place on the ladder of the social
hierarchy. Annamites living within the villageyresidered “insiders,” had more rights than
“outsiders,” even if the outsiders eventually caméve within the city. Transients, refugees,
the poor, and even men from other villages marrymg an inside family all received the label
outsider. The Annamites focused on the extendeuly instead of the nuclear and viewed
arranged marriages simply as social contracts leztwee families. Although polygamy was
acceptable in Annamite culture, the first wife,ugb subordinate to her husband, held the power
to decide whether or not her husband took on anetlie.?

In general, Chinese culture and religion, espgcibdloism and Buddhism, heavily
influenced all three provinces of Indochina. Altigh initially weak, Confucianism superseded
Buddhism. Beyond its mass appeal, Confucianissiegpecially attractive to the rulers
because its theory stated that only superior mae weact as state diviners or worship the gods.
When applied to Indochinese society, Confucianismpleasized respect for elders, equals, and
authority, and this emphasis fit well into the afliancestors, which remained the core of
religious life. This religion became popular argdhe mandarins because of its principle of
respect and reverence for authority. In ordéwetep other forms of religion from infiltrating,
the mandarins instituted heavy censorship and altedrreligious leaders in their attempts to
dilute other spiritual influences. These conts®sved to homogenize local beliefs, contain
Buddhism, and promote Confucianism. The common wes only allowed to participate in
ancestor worship. Believing that the spiritshadit ancestors influenced the world of the living,

the Indochinese regularly paid homage to the dedigh special offerings on the anniversary

8 Cima, ed.Vietnam 114; PopkinThe Rational Peasan88-89, 92-93, 95, 106; Thompsdirench Indochina26,
28. Consent of the first wife is required befdre taking on of others.
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of their death. Confucianism regulated the reteghips between people and gave unity to
politics and society in this regioh.

By the arrival of the first major wave of Europearssionaries in the early seventeenth
century, Confucianism was well established. Whather Alexander of Rhodes landed in
Indochina in the 1620s, he traveled to Hanoi ameddiamong the Annamites, attempting to
convert them to Catholicism. Although he had rdixesults with conversions, he instituted an
important innovation in the Indochinese languagée Annamites developed their own
language, but one that was written using the idsalgy and phonetics taken from the Chinese
language. Developed between the eighth and namturies AD, this language became known
as chu nom, or “southern character.” Chu nom reethihe written language of the Annamites
until the seventeenth century, when Rhodes helgiegl &rench and Portuguese missionaries
develop an alphabet for the Annamites based om lchtracters. The Annamites fully adopted
this language by the nineteenth century in an eféodistinguish themselves from Chinese
culture and language. Today, it is known as qupe Some Indochinese welcomed the
missionaries, but not everyone accepted the foeesgn Tolerance for Christianity and the West
depended upon the current emperor and his perbehals. The emperors realized that
missionary work would lead to trade and believeat trade could lead to political domination.
The emperor of Cochinchina, Trinh Trang, reject@starn civilization and its religions, and
banished Alexander of Rhodes from his empire.

France was relatively successful in gaining acte$sdochina through concerted
diplomatic efforts. For instance, King Louis Xkianaged to secure a truce between his

country’s missions and Trinh Trang, but upon thecegsion of Trang’s son, Trinh Can, relations

° Cima, ed.Vietnam 102; Popkin;The Rational Peasant19, 121-122.
19 Cima, ed.Vietnam 95; EnnisFrench Policy and Developmerit4; Popkin,The Rational Peasan84.
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soured. Can initially refused to accept ChrigtianCochinchina but was later convinced to
relent by the potential advantage that French tcadéd bring. Other rulers were less easily
persuaded, and throughout the next century, tleeasiote of Christianity waned dramatically.

By the turn of the nineteenth century, these argstdrn and anti-Christian emperors had almost
managed to undo completely the work of previoussiomsaries. Despite these obstacles,
missionaries continued to pour into Indochina, sgrwot only their religious aims but also
acting as interpreters to aid in the military comsjuof the peninsufd.

The missionaries were not the only ones interestéite Far East, for European states
also began to see the benefits of a relationship wdochina. Early exploration lead to
attempted settlements. The first began with hrtuguese at Faifo, but it never flourished,
serving only as a small port and base for missiesar By the dawn of the sixteenth century,
curiosity sparked the imagination and interest wfdpe Fernand Perez explored the coast of
Annam as early as 1515, prompting exploration ammerce by mid-century. Although
traders moved as far inland as Cambodia, Portuaghhb official interest in the area except for
her missionaries and soldiers who traveled to Ihd@cfrom Macao. Most Europeans were
interested only in trading with China and Japaid, @sed Faifo and other Indochinese ports and
towns as a springboard to this Chinese and Japamaekse?

By the time the French arrived, Indochina had etééha conglomeration of several
European nations trying to establish their inter@sthe area, all vying for trade with China and
Japan. The Italians, Dutch, and British joinegl finench and Portuguese. In 1665, the first

French trading company entered Indochina with tikention of allowing missionaries to

1 Ennis,French Policy and Developmerit4-17, 19; Thompsoitrench Indochina22.
2 Ennis,French Policy and Developmenit3; Jacques Sterfihe French Colonie@New York: Didier Publishing
Co., 1944), 188; ThompsoRrench Indochina21.
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combine religious and commercial activities, tugnihe religious men into missionary-traders.
They faced much competition, especially from theddlbased in Indonesia, who in 1682 forced
them to withdraw. Moreover, because of the lichppeirchasing power among the Indochinese,
local warfare, and demanding mandarins, tradearatka was hazardous and unprofitable. The
other European powers found trade in India, Chand, Java to be more lucrative and less
problematic. Their exit enabled the French ndy emreturn to Indochina but also to dominate
trade in the are&

Indochina became the epicenter of French actinityheé Far East during the late
nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. Towhst of French settlement was Laos and
Cambodia, and to the east, the country’s 2,025 ooidestline bordering the South China Sea and
the Gulf of Tonkin. Between China in the nortldahe Gulf of Thailand and the South China
Sea in the south, the French dominated 1,025 wflesd. The two main rivers, the Red and
the Mékong, were the country’s lifelines, not ofdgilitating trade and travel but also supplying
the people with water for their everyday needscdise of the geographical location of
Indochina, the missionaries and traders experienl@ate and humidity far greater than what
they were accustomed to in France: annual monsaorsverage humidity of 84 percent, and
temperature ranging from 41 degrees Fahrenhel tie§rees Fahrenheit all made European life
in Indochina difficult**

Despite the challenges of climate and weatherf-teach tapped numerous natural
resources native to Indochina. On the surfaeeFtlench found such items as tea, fruits, and

pepper along with the main source of nutritiontfe Indochinese, rice and fish. Once the

13 Ennis,French Policy and Developmerit5-16, 18; Thompsoffrench Indochina21-22.
14 Cima, ed.Vietnam 84-85, 89.
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French began extensive exploration and mining, thegovered vast mineral resources. Of
special importance was the coal from the Quangiimes located in Tonkin. The French also
dug zinc, tin, silver, lead, and phosphates th&apphires on the Siam-Cambodia border, and
wolfram, iron ore, salt, and limestone in scattdométions. In Annam’s province of Song-wan
and in the Nui-Kem Valley, and along the streamthefUpper Mékong in Laos, the French
found gold. Beyond mining, Indochina became a plame for sugar refining, coconut and
peanut oil production, and shipbuilding. Silkbber, lumber, tobacco, and cotton all became
important commodities to the French through thative of new industrie¥.

As French exploitation of the Indochinese resougeesy, so did their efforts at
establishing relations in the region. The mdjoust began in the mid-eighteenth century with
the explorations of Pierre Poivre, who traveleatigh the Far East in an effort to provide the
French government with economic information esséiithe success of their ventures in
Indochina. After his return to France, Poivre d&aegoncerted efforts to involve the French
government in expeditions to Indochina. In JuR48l he proposed an expedition to the French
East India Company, the sole purpose of which wstebéshing commercial relations with
Indochina. Unfortunately, the attempt to estdbiieese trading relations failed because the
indigenous people would not buy western goods e mid-eighteenth century seemed right to
establish these relations because French traderteavio challenge the British domination of
overseas trade, hoping that Indochina would prothdesame riches that India had to Great

Britain. France needed to regain the worldwidespge diminished by her losses in the Seven

15 Cima, ed.Vietnam 104, 146; Ennistrench Policy and Developmerit15-116, 118, 131; Marion H. Matheson,
Indochina: A Geographical Appreciatiq@ttawa: Department of Mines, 1953), 22-23.
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Years’ War. After the peace treaty in 1763, Feaoceded to Great Britain most of her North
American territories, including Canada and all l@ast of the Mississippi Rive?.

The first successful expedition to Indochina begamMarch 16, 1816, when the French
ship Cybele, under the command of Achilles de Keoga set sail for Cochinchina with the
purpose of establishing relations with Emperor Giag, who was as eager as the French to
commence trade. This new spirit of cooperation tha direct result of French interference in
Indochinese politics. Emperor Gia Long, previgugiown as Nguyen Anh, had been expelled
from his throne in the 1770s. In an attempt trane power, he appealed to the French
government for aid, while taking shelter in Fraatéhe home of Bishop Pierre Pigneau de
Béhaine. Despite Louis XVI's alliance with NguyAnh in the late eighteenth century, the
French government did not send military supporegiore Anh to the throne under his new
name, Gia Long, until 180Y. In return for French assistance, the restoredeeonmpened his
country to trade and signed a treaty of friendsimg alliance. Unfortunately, these good
relations soured upon the accession of Long’s Blmh-Mang, in the 1820s. Minh-Mang was
much less tolerant of Christians and Westerners tigfather, and he demanded that all
foreigners, including the French, leave Cochinchirkdaving established profitable economic
endeavors, the French were unwilling to leave ahased the new emperor, who retaliated with
minor persecutions of Christian missionaries. tibmed attempts to reestablish good relations
in Indochina proved fruitless, as Minh-Mang’s sigsms were also resistant to Western
influence. Successive failures led to discourag@mamong the traders and politicians, and their

hopes at establishing a major colony in Asia beégamane. Despite these initial setbacks, the

'8 Ennis,French Policy and Developmers, 22-2; Stephen H. Roberfe History of French Colonial Policy
(1870-1925), vol. (London: P.S. King and Son, LTD., 1929), 3, 8bBrts,The History of French Colonial
Policy, vol. 1l 422.

7 Also spelled Gia-long, or Gialong.
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year 1848 proved a turning point as a dramatiesai events changed the destiny of the
French'®

On November 4, 1847, Tu-Duc ascended to powerdodhina. He, like Minh-Mang,
held anti-Christian and anti-Western views, butkenhis predecessor, he maintained a passive
policy towards the missionaries. Tu-Duc contintedphold the religious liberties granted by
his father, Emperor Thien-Tri, the son of Minh-Man@espite these initial policies of
conciliation, Tu-Duc saw the Revolution of 1848Hrance as the occasion to rid Indochina of
missionaries. He wrongly assumed that the Frevailld be so preoccupied with internal
dissension that they would not react to their roisaries. After his election to president of the
Second Republic in December 1848, Louis NapoleameBarte attempted to resolve the
situation in Indochina by negotiating with Tu-Duieyt to no avail. The refusal of the
Indochinese to compromise provided him the excosetérvene directly with force. Predicated
on the flimsy excuse of “insult to the French rtilend the rationale that the lives of the
missionaries were in danger, the French governohetiermined that the time for passivity was
over!®

Over the next ten years, the French repeatedlggted the treatment of missionaries.
They dispatched warships to ensure safety, onhate the problem resurface immediately upon
the departure of the French fleet. Although tligtdy irritated at the Indochinese emperors, the
French were not entirely reckless in pursuing tgeal of subduing Indochina. Bonaparte,
since 1852 and the proclamation of the Second Emailling himself Napoleon 111, enlisted the

help of Spain, whose missionaries were also besamggeuted. Initially, their combined

'8 Ennis,French Policy and Developmer®0-32; SternThe French Colonies192; Thompsorkrench Indochina
20-21, 23.
19 Ennis,French Policy and Developmer®3-35.
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expedition was successful, capturing the coastah tof Tourane in September 1858, and then
Gia Dinh in 1859. Although the outbreak of chaland typhoid fever forced the abandonment
of Tourane, Gia Dinh continued to grow and flourighmarily because of its vital and
uncomplicated route to the open ocean. NapolBdradl limited objectives for this military
endeavor and intended to pull out of Cochinchinerahe capture of these two towns and the
assertion of French control. Yet, subsequemdhrevictories complicated withdrawal, as the
treaties and acquisition of new lands made Indackiren more attractive to French ambitiths.
Because of military defeats, Emperor Tu-Duc sigiedTreaty of Saigon with the
French on June 5, 1862. This agreement cedediboha’s three eastern provinces, Bien-
Hoa, Dinh-Tuong, and Gia-Dinh (which contained tinen of Gia Dinh) to France. Although
the expeditionary force initially demanded the westprovinces as well, the French government
refused to fund the long campaign necessary to mmfhis acquisition, and as a result, these
provinces remained Tu-Duc’s for another five yeats.addition to the eastern provinces, the
Treaty of Saigon also provided the French withgher/ince of Mytho and the island of Pulo-
Condor. The French then opened all the porteerptovinces under their control for trade,
while at the same time allowing the missionariesdotinue their proselytizing and permitting
warships to enter Cambodia through the Mékong. sdlidify their gains, the French signed a
treaty with the emperor on August 11, 1863, placagnbodia under the protection of France.
This treaty would come into play later, after threrieh became more certain what they would do

with the are&?

2 Cima, ed.Vietnam 30; EnnisFrench Policy and Developmer®6; RobertsThe History of French Colonialism,
vol. 1l, 421-422.

2 Ennis,French Policy and Developmenrtl. The Treaty of Hué, signed on August 25, 1&8ially placed
Cambodia under a French protectorate.
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In the late 1860s, the French made a decisiomptinta Chinese trade through the
country’s southern provinces by way of Tonkin inthern Indochina. On June 6, 1866, an
expedition set out on the Mékong River to deterniim@avigability and to confirm or finally put
to rest the hopes of a trade route running dirdoti;n Szechuan to Gia Dinh. Explorers from
the ministry of the Marine reached the Chinese &ooth October 18, 1867, but the desired
connection between Szechuan and Gia Dinh was &testionce they realized that they could not
develop the Mékong past its junction with the YaegRiver. After this discovery, explorers
abandoned the idea of a direct route from Cochirechp the Mékong to China, opting instead
for one using the Red River and Tonkin in hopeabii@ving better access théfe.

During these explorations of the Red River, nevbfams began developing. Because
the French had not acquired Cochinchina’s westemipces under the Treaty of Saigon, rebel
forces used this land as a place to assemble andHaattacks. To solidify control of the area
and to protect her burgeoning trade, France dedmledize the western provinces. Vinh-Long
fell to the French on June 19, 1867, An-Giang arel22, and Hatien on June 25. During the
next two years, the French continued to conqueatdamound the Mékong, and by January 15,
1869, the entire Mékong River delta had fallen uritench controf?

Despite these victories in Cochinchina, most offhench colonies remained scattered,
weak, and afflicted with an increasingly hostileoptation, making the colonies much more
difficult to control. Complicating the issue wie fact that some of the colonies were not even
certain of their own boundaries. Despite the [muis and setbacks, French explorers and
traders continued working in the Far East, oftetihaisuccessful outcome. On November 22,

1873, the French captured the city of Hanoi alorty warious other small villages along the

22 Ennis,French Policy and Developmer2; RobertsThe History of French Colonial Policy, vol., #22-433.
% Ennis,French Policy and Developmeni2, 44.
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Red River delta. This victory led to the signofganother Franco-Annamite treaty on March
15, 1874, by which the emperor officially recogmiZ&ench land claims in Cochinchina. The
language of this new treaty was intentionally vagitémposed a quasi-protectorate over
Annam, yet the suzerainty of China continued beedlos French were unsure of what to do
with the territory. Because the treaty did nat tiee word “protectorate,” Annamite and
Chinese officials continued to run the country pcdilly as they had done previously. Yet, the
French hoped to establish such an official protatéoin the area if conditions for trade and
commerce became favorable. If so, they couldisatythe treaty implied permission to impose
a protectorate. In addition to this quasi-praieate, the treaty opened the ports of Haiphong,
Hanoi, and Quinh-On to French trade, allowing comm@aen the Red River up to the Chinese
border®*

“Early imperialism” relied on mercantile commeragedarading stations, with little
ambition to take the land, but under “new impesial;j” in the latter half of the nineteenth
century, Europeans began to pour substantial ¢apitethese overseas possessions. These
investments increased the value of the imperialareds, but the European nations became
increasingly dependent upon the tropical and exguads they provided. Obviously, it became
necessary to protect these investments, and patiticallied the cause among their citizens.
The more profitable the colonies became, the mtwgeople at home were apt to support the
imperial cause, but many wanted justification.

As the world entered the 1870s, new philosophobablogies began to penetrate the
minds of French politicians, and they began tothese ideas as justification for colonialism and

imperialism. Although the philosophers of thendggenth century believed that western

4 Ennis,French Policy and Developmert5; Thomas F. Power, Jiyles Ferry and the Renaissance of French
Imperialism(New York: King’s Crown Press, 1944), 156; RobgFhe History of French Colonial Policy, vol, II
425,
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societies could learn from other cultures arourmdwbrld, the Darwinists of the nineteenth
century felt otherwise. From Charles Darwin’sdiheof “natural selection,” Herbert Spencer
argued for a “survival of the fittest” among nasom which they would struggle for survival,

and the strongest win. Politicians used this sgedalong with the belief that white Europeans
simply had a superior culture—to justify coloninati Along with this argument came a moral
issue: the civilizing mission. Here was the gétion to introduce indigenous people to western
culture, in the belief that they would greatly binfeom western colonialism.

As Europeans sought to justify their dominationha world, the scramble for territory
moved into Africa. Competition and rivalry betwelerance and Great Britain in Africa began
over the Suez Canal in 1875. The canal, whickigeal faster and more reliable access from
the Mediterranean Sea to Asia, was essential ®Btitish because it facilitated travel and trade
to India. Although the French had organized thetjstock company that built the canal, the
bankrupt Khedive of Egypt sold most of his sharethe enterprise to the government of Great
Britain. The French became upset when the Britiske able to extend a protectorate over the
country. In January 1895, France, in quest farcah land, gained a foothold in the Upper
Nile. France declared that this Sudan area was tpall colonial powers, but Great Britain,
having claimed the Sudan for her purposes, cailagdd French activity in the area “unfriendly.”
The rivalry came to a head in 1898 when a Frenge@ixionary force collided with a British
one at Fashoda. After tense negotiations, theeporesolved their outstanding colonial issues
with Great Britain formally recognizing French cte to West Africa, while France accepted
British claims to Egypt and the Nile basin. Thkidan crisis motivated the French government

to look elsewhere for more land to improve its ingtional status.
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France’s ability to take advantage of gains araiedvorld and especially in Indochina,
both politically and economically, depended upandktive support at home. Instrumental to
the successful extension of France’s imperial airas the work of Jules Ferry, a one-time
Minster of Education turned Premier in 1880, whoredited with creating the modern French
Empire. Under Ferry’'s two cabinets, 1880-1881 &883-1885, France became second only to
Great Britain as the largest European colonial pptieough the gain of nearly two million
square miles by acquiring land in Africa and ASia.

Ferry realized that France needed raw materialsxandmarkets as she began to
industrialize rapidly and thereby sought to makenemics the basis of his foreign and colonial
policy. The French territories had all the neaeg®atural resources to produce finished goods;
France merely needed to tap them. In order ttoéxpese resources, local self-government
needed to ensure order, prevent insurgence, arsbldate control. This self-government
coupled with French oversight and control, requireate than mere imperialistic exploitation.
Ferry and his supporters rapidly came to the ratim that colonization provided the best
method for promoting French interests and aggramaént, especially in Asia and Africa. Paul
Leroy-Beaulieu, one of Ferry’s cohorts, recognigedmportance, declaring, “Colonization is
for France a matter of life or death. Either E@becomes a great African Power, or in a
century or two, she will be a secondary EuropeameP@nd will count in the world little more
than Greece or Rumania counts in EurofleThrough colonization, France could prove to the
world that she was as great a power as any oth@pEan nation. This power would in turn

boost morale and national prestige among Freniteni?’

% power, Jr.Jules Ferry 1; RobertsThe History of French Colonial Policy, vol, 13.
% Roberts;The History of French Colonial Policy, vol, 18.
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Despite growing support for colonial exploitatiéierry ran into problems during his first
term. The Chinese began protesting French clairimlochina and went so far as to refuse
recognition of the 1874 treaty. When the Chingmeernment took military action, the French
could do little initially because many of her tr@opere deployed in the African colonies. Ferry
sought money from the legislature for the protettd Tonkin against the Chinese insurrection.
On July 21, 1881, he presented a bill to the ChambBeputies asking for 2,400,000 francs to
explore Tonkin and to clear the Red River of psatevital task if the French wanted this area
safe. The bill passed 309-82, and the followiagryon April 26, 1882, Commander Henri
Riviére captured the city of Hanoi. After takitigs major port city, the French army
commanders took a “man-on-the-spot” attitude bytiooimg to conquer territory without
legislative approval. They argued that by theetifme legislators made a decision, problems in
the area could escalate beyond the point of caontAadting on his own and without
authorization from the French government, Admiesdd Bernard Jaréquiberry sought to capture
all of Tonkin. He argued both for the economioadfés and for the importance to French
honor, and thus gained formal permission on Oct@lied 882 from the legislature to establish a
full protectorate over Tonkin and Annéth.

At the beginning of his second cabinet in 1883ryeralized the importance of
clarifying colonial policy and ensuring its diremti from the center. In only a few years,
Indochina was transformed from an insignificant andhll holding to a symbol of French
prestige and honor. Because of his patriotismmaadommitment to France’s international
position, Ferry increasingly sided with the expangt movement that was now driven by
diplomats and politicians instead of merchantstaaders. He made a concerted effort to drum

up support in the legislature and convinced the bamof the necessity for further exploration

2 power,Jules Ferry 158-161. See treaty of 1874; conditions are famerable for a protectorate.
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in Tonkin, obtaining the passage of a new bill g vote of 351-48 granting a credit of
5,300,000 francs for just that purpdse.

Despite the new flow of money, the expedition team#tinued to face problems. The
capture of Hanoi and the establishment of Frenoteptorates in the area led to further protests
by the Chinese government. On August 25, 18&8Atmamites and the French signed the
Treaty of Hué by which Annam and Tonkin accepté&dench military, diplomatic, and financial
protectorate over Tonkin. This agreement alsatgdaFrance full rights to interfere in
Annamite affairs and to establish Cambodia as adfrerotectorate. Li-Hong-Tchang, the
Chinese viceroy, refused to accept the treaty antitsoops into Tonkin as a response. Wanting
a resolution to stop the fighting, Ferry soughphfebm Great Britain in settling the issue. The
British suggested a neutral zone between Chindlandlin if China ceased her interference in
Annamite affairs. China refused these suggestimasdemanded that France recognize Chinese
sovereignty in Annari°

After extensive further negotiation, the two sidesched an agreement on May 11, 1884,
with the Treaty of Tien-Tsin, in which China agrdedvithdraw from Tonkin and France agreed
to respect the Chinese border. In addition, thaty instituted freedom of trade between Annam
and China. One month later, China and Francedtymatified the Treaty of Hué. France
later claimed that China issued a statement afjargy the Treaty of Tien-Tsin declaring that
she would withdraw her presence from Tonkin witkisndays of the ratification. Subsequently,
disagreements erupted between the military leaafdssth countries, and the fighting—which
had begun when France first occupied Annam andhbad interrupted by brief periods of

peace—resumed. Ferry received telegrams desgribénsituation and accused China of

2 power,Jules Ferry 161, 164.
% power,Jules Ferry 160, 166-167.
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violating the treaty. China’s response was tlegher country set a formal date for the Chinese
troops to leave. On July 13, 1884, France prese@hina with an ultimatum demanding the
immediate withdrawal of Chinese troops from Tondmd payment of a 200-million-franc
indemnity, with France threatening to declare Wé#ne demands were not met. Six days later,
Ferry reduced the indemnity to 100 million franasd the Chinese countered by offering 3.5
million as compensation for French soldiers logbattle. Although Ferry rejected this offer and
despite the break down of negotiations, the Fréegislature never declared war on China,
deciding instead to focus on improving the coldhy.

Discussion in the Chamber of Deputies began on siub#+15, 1884 about a proposal to
grant Tonkin an additional sum of 38,482,000 frafiocsts exploration and defense: the bill
passed 334-140. That same year, another bikjnEa854-157, granted an additional
16,147,368 francs to Tonkin; the following yeathed bill, passing 342-170, awarded Tonkin
43,422,000 francs. The Chamber also voted inrfaféully executing and upholding the
Treaty of Tien-Tsin. Since the majority of thepd@es voted in favor of these bills, here was
proof that they were willing to defend the Tonkieesuse even if it meant war with China.
France wanted China to recognize the Treaty of-Tign, and on February 28, 1885, China
agreed to do so but refused to pay any indemnitiéstry reluctantly accepted the Chinese offer,
and on April 4, 1885, China officially relinquishedl her claims to Tonkin and Annam. By
1897, after obtaining the port of Kwang-chow-wargriee controlled the entire peninsula.
Following the complete conquest of Indochina, Feasiowly lost interest in obtaining raw
materials from China. France’s attention now ¢éarfrom exploration of Indochina to the

creation of a colonial administratidh.

31 power,Jules Ferry 172-175.
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The French needed to produce a system of governmemgintain control of the area
and to prevent insurgency. They first realizeslithportance of this task in February 1861,
when a substantial majority of the indigenous leadled the country upon French arrival. No
one was left to teach the French how to rule overpopulation or about the Indochinese culture.
Another task the French faced was how to unify éhdoa. For the French, the solution was to
group them together in a loose union. In theanyfication and governmental control seemed
easy enough: French officials would simply conth@ mandarins and the system. The French
did not consider a policy of “association,” whiclowd have allowed the native rulers to govern
with the help of the French while maintaining theaditions and customs. Instead, the French
chose to adopt the policy of “assimilation,” thet®of which developed during the French
Revolution®®

Because the 1789 Revolution was based on the pl@soof liberty, equality, and
fraternity for all citizens, the colonies could ro an exception. The indigenous people, the
economic organization, and the colonial organiratiould run as if everything were truly
French. After all, in the minds of the French,omould not want to be a part of the great
French empire and a citizen of France? They bali¢ivat the existing Annamite organization
represented barbarism and stood in the way of pssgr Unfortunately for the French, their
theory of assimilation rested on the belief thatitidigenous population could forget about their
culture and civilization and become French—if ne¢mmight, then over time. Although the
French saw this policy as a positive change foiiideyenous people of the colonies,
assimilation destroyed native traditions and prediua population who lost touch with their past
but were not comfortable living in imitation of tReench. Assimilation would inevitably

destroy Annamite culture. Although assimilatiadiworked with the population of Algeria in

% Ennis,French Policy and Developmers3; RobertsThe History of French Colonial Policy, vol, #19, 435.
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the half century since 1830, Algeria had a far-ldsgeloped system of society, politics, and
economics than Indochina. Unlike the African Agatihe Indochinese had a highly
sophisticated culture, the result of Chinese infiee They had a more developed written and
spoken language, a system of morals and educatoha complicated politico-social
organizatior*

The French faced a completely different systematdies and traditions. The French
valued individualism; the Indochinese appreciatertcollectivism. The introduction of
French laws often contradicted local customs anthtepleaving a generation of people
confused over which path to follow. Under Annairadition, anyone under the age of twenty-
one faced imprisonment for disobedience or laciespect towards a family member, as all
Annamites were expected to obey and respect tliidrse  Under French law, children had no
legal obligation to obey their parents after theienty-first year. As generations of the same
families fell under the regulation of two differdatvs, Annamite and French, family feuds often
ensued. For example, according to Annamite |laesgrandfather was the head of the family
and had authority over his grown children. Acaogdo French law however, if his son became
a French citizen, he no longer had to obey hisreJdamily or not. The introduction of French
law destroyed the ancient customs by which thedhoiese administered religious laws. In
1800, before French rule, the punishment for aftexhws woman was death from the trampling
of elephants. As French influence became morment, by 1875, adulteresses were
punished with eight months of hard labor; afterititeoduction of French law, the sentence was
reduced to imprisonment for a maximum of two yeaBefore French law, the uttering of an

individual's proper name was illegal, dishonoralaled undermined authority because doing so

34 Ennis,French Policy and Developmer2, 58, 96; Robertdhe History of French Colonial Policy, vo|.68-69;
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represented a lack of respect to ancestors. Aoupto French customs, the use of proper
names was required. Despite attempts by the mdese to assimilate into French culture by
obeying western laws, the indigenous people raeggived equal treatment by the French. The
Indochinese destroyed their traditions, hopingdodme French; the lack of acceptance left them
resentful, disillusioned, and prone to commit afteetaliation®

Before the completion of their conquest, Frenciciaffs began establishing what they
considered reforms along with a system of governmen 1864, they introduced the
Napoleonic Code throughout Cochinchina, and in 18p@lied it to Annam and Tonkin.
Despite peaceful attempts to change the Indochigegernment to fit the French pattern, the
earliest forms of French colonial administratioguieed militia reinforcements to prevent
insurrection. Between 1861 and 1879, the Fremgarozed the native troops into a western-
style army, gave the police modern weapons, aratenlea central prison in Saigon. In 1862,
they created a Consultative Committee for Nativiakg, with an inspector-in-chief at its head,
to undertake duties previously exercised by thedaans. The French also set up various
councils of government: the Colonial Council tods on real estate problems, colonial laws,
internal transportation, canal expenses, and gewer&s; the Privy Council, to administer local
budgets, new taxes, and direct contributions wdulgervising the administrative council of
Saigon and Haiphong; and the Defense Council, évs@e military problems and advise on the
building and maintenance of roads, railroads, arabs®®

While administrative improvements developed abrdiagly also began at home in
France. Previously, control of the colonies glifback and forth between the ministry of the

Marine and the ministry of Commerce, often leadmghaos and confusion. In Paris, the Third
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Republic created the ministry of the Colonies i®3.8 regulate France’s numerous overseas
investments. Its head was now a cabinet minvgter controlled a large bureaucracy. Below
him was a governor-general for each colony, wheduh the name of the French Republic. In
Indochina, the governor-general oversaw the lodaliaistrative bureaus, the councils of health,
of sanitation, and of education, along with the omssion on public health. A single Annamite
sat on each of these councils as a token repréisenté the local population. For the individual
protectorates—Cambodia, Laos, Annam, Tonkin, anch@®china—there were resident-
generals who answered directly to the governor4géneln principle, they were to work in
concert, but they frequently clashed over moneyraadurces. The problems quickly eased
through the work of one man, Paul B¥rt.

Appointed resident-general of Annam and Tonkinainuhry 1886, Bert arrived at a
chaotic colony and quickly realized that he neeslgaport from the local population. He found
himself in a conundrum: the Tonkinese did not tikeir Annamite rulers, but he needed the
approval of both groups. In order to win over Tlaakinese, Bert abolished the Annamite
mandarins in Tonkin and set up the Tonkin Acadeonyermit them to choose their own
educated leaders. In April 1886, he establishedXouncil of Notables to which all the
provinces would elect indigenous officials for oyesar terms and which would meet to discuss
problems and the French administration. This Hagpt all Annamites informed about French
policy and gave them a small voice in its executiddert hoped doing so would encourage their
respect for and approval of French rule. In fdet,council did change the local attitude about
the French for the better. Despite oppositiomfiaplonial leaders who favored assimilation,
Bert believed in the policy of association. Heught that the role of the French government

was to supervise and to control the acts of thedaans, not to rule in their place. Bert rallied
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the merchant classes, established the structuggsvernance, and did it all with a budget of
only six million francs. Although he produced peand productivity, his immediate successors
reversed his ideas after his death in November b888use they favored the assimilation
policy. This shift led to five years of unsucdesgovernor-generals and a cycle of twenty
resident-generals between the years 1883 and 18@t despite the alternations in
administration, there was continuity and great pgeg in the critical area of creating the basis
for economic growtfi®

The infrastructure of Indochina was all but nonteas before the arrival of the French.
Agriculture was the sole product of the colony,haite as the staple crop. The only major road
in the colony was the Mandarin Road, which wakelithore than a dangerous dirt track;
otherwise, roads consisted of only small, narrothga The Annamites had unreliable bridges
made of bamboo, and the mail service—reservedfonlgfficials—was as unreliable as the
bridges. Despite the lack of infrastructure, Ammamites did accomplish something amazing in
their rice fields: a system of dykes, seawallsragie ponds, and irrigation canals. “In this, the
Annamites were the Dutch of the Far E&St.In 1881, Governor-General Joseph de Lanessan
proposed building railroads and ports, but the Emegovernment recalled him before any of the
work could begin. After his departure, the col@amg its government drifted until the arrival of
Paul Doumer in 1897 changed the situation beyooagrition?°

The French government sent Doumer to Indochinapeh of getting rid of him because
he exasperated the legislature and hoped he waililat tthis new task® Indochina was

becoming a lesson in how not to colonize the Origmits forcing Doumer onto a chaotic

3 Ennis,French Policy and Developmems-79, 98; Robertghe History of French Colonial Policy, vol, #40,
442-443, 449.

39 ThompsonFrench Indochina30.
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“1 Recent scholarship has not identified exactly weyFrench government did not like Doumer.
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situation with a government and administrationisaday. Before his appointment as resident-
general of Tonkin, Doumer studied the financesefdolony; therefore, unlike former residents
and governors, he assumed office knowing and utadelmg the financial situation. Doumer’s
goals upon arrival were practical and necessar\crdate a government with organization and to
develop public works and financé&s.

He turned his attention first to Cambodia, whiabngl with Laos remained neglected
because of its isolation and long distance fromctieest and main ports. Here, he limited the
role of the resident-general to providing supeonsand advice. This action returned power to
the king and to other Cambodian officials. Afsult, Cambodia gave full recognition to
French land titles and opened the land to prodn@ial profit. In Annam, he chose to uphold
an efficient and progressive monarchy to maintanma&mite tradition, thereby ensuring popular
favor among the locals. Before Doumer came togrptihe governor-general also served as the
resident-general of Tonkin. Because of this deubsponsibility, past appointees accomplished
little work in either office. Doumer separatee tiwo and created the new post of resident-
general for Tonkin whose assignment was to guidiedirect the mandarins. He put villages in
charge of communal affairs with the Tonkinese adisiiation and allowed the French to
interfere only when the indigenous administrationaintered problems. As for the role of the
governor-general, Doumer converted this office thi® position of overseer for the entire
colony, rather than just its administrafor.

To represent the general interests of the coloyner created the High Council. Its
members included the governor-general, the heatteeadrmy and navy, all the resident-

generals, the lieutenant governor, and the pretdgrihe chambers of commerce and

“2 Roberts;The History of French Colonial Polic$51, 454-455.
3 Ennis,French Policy and Developmet®4; RobertsThe History of French Colonial Policy, vol, #58-460.
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agriculture. Doumer oversaw the publishing ofé@mJapanese, Franco-Siamese, and Franco-
Cantonese dictionaries to improve communicatiomstarsmooth policies with the Annamites.
By 1898, Indochina had fiscal unity because Douraeerganized the finances. The local
governments were now responsible for their indigldaudgets, and by the end of Doumer’s
term in 1902, Indochina had become independentasidh finances. Doumer revived and
reorganized a colony which many in the French goawent thought was headed for disaster.
Through the efficient collection of taxes, Doumatdmced the 1897 budget, paid off the
previous year’s deficit, and created a reserve rdihforced the government’s authority,
reorganized the colonial administration, assuredettistence of and strengthened the general
budget, increased commerce, and conceived a ripagect’*

In 1898, Doumer received a grant from the Frenalreganent, which gave him 200
million francs towards the construction and improeat of 1,056 miles of railway. This
appropriation led the way for a bill in 1912 grawgtianother 90 million francs to Indochina,
promising further additions to the infrastructurelgublic works of the colony, and promising
thus to turn it into an economic power. The magvances produced several benefits. Not

only would the entire colony benefit from public ks, but having a successful colony would

improve French prestige throughout the wérld.

“4 Ennis,French Policy and Developmer®4-88; RobertsThe History of French Colonial Policy, vol, #63.
> Roberts;The History of French Colonial Policy, vol, #64.
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Chapter 2: TheLoan of 1912

In 1912 Chamber of Deputies faced a decision whetheot to grant a loan of 90
million francs to the colony of Indochina. Thenistry for the Colonies argued that internal
public works such as irrigation, roads, schoolsjtagy measures, and telegraphs required this
sum. Despite such good intentions, a bill to geaich a large monetary amount would not pass
through the Chamber without first sparking a livégbate. Despite the improvements made by
Governor-general Paul Doumer with the 200 millicent grant in 1898, some deputies alleged
waste and abuse of the funds. In fact, Doumecsmplishments had been mixed—and not
without scandaff

Pierre Paul Paris, deputy for Cochinchina from 12904, proposed several safeguards
for the 1912 loan. Passionate about law and govent from an early age, he chose to study
law at Dijon where he obtained his degree in 18&hortly afterward, his interests turned to
justice and for the well-being of colonial residgrgspecially in Indochina. He began studying
the intricacies of Cochinchina before his appointtas assistant to the representative of
Cambodia in 1884. Later appointed resident-génei@ambodia, Paris resigned to focus on
his first passion, law, in Saigdh.

Other governmental as well as personal accomplisksfellowed as Paris began to
make a name for himself within the colony. He edmand operated a rubber plantation while
living in Indochina, and because of his successim@ihaence in this endeavor, his peers
appointed him president of the Union of Europeamtrs of Cochinchina in 1886. He became

president of the Society of Indochinese Studiek8®3 and of the Society of Mixed Races five

%6 Journal Officiel, Chambre des Deput&#&bats parlementaires (hereinafter cited as J,@ébats), July 3, 1912;
Jean Jolly, edDictionnaire des parlementaires francais; noticésgsaphiques sur les ministres, sénateurs et
députés francais de 1889 a 194Paris: Presses universitaires de France, 12604.
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years later. That same year, 1898, Paris becdmending father of a foundation offering
protection and education for abandoned childreingiwithin the colony*®

Because his interests lay within the colony, it wagortant for him to see it do well.
Knowing Indochina needed money, he assured thendbgehat the colony would not repeat the
1898 mistakes. Paris explained that the two meiblems then—Ilack of research and abuse of
power—could be prevented and eliminated if legesktarefully monitored the spending of
loaned money?

Even though the Chamber blamed the colony for éhiess errors, the deputies were not
themselves guilt-free in this situation. In 188& Chamber voted overwhelmingly in favor of
granting Indochina 200 million francs despite nobWwing exactly what the money was for or
how the colony planned to spend it. Althoughgheat majority of the Chamber favored this
loan, there was opposition. One deputy wanteciheunt of 200 million reduced to a mere 80
million because he felt the former amount was esigesand unnecessary. On the other hand,
Paul Doumer, the colony’s governor-general, belie® entire amount was necessary and vital
to the colony’s development and survival. With tban, Indochina could pay for all of her own
troops, develop the area for and create the bagisrof commerce, and generate a surplus of
nearly 6 million francs, which would eliminate asgcrifices the colony needed to make.
Another deputy, agreeing with Doumer, noted thanEe, having abandoned her endeavors in
India during the eighteenth century, needed Indechnd its resources as a means to replace
that loss long ago. He insisted that failurerang the colony the entire 200 million francs
would do it a great disservice and hurt Francéédnd. He argued for spreading France’s

wealth to the colonies: giving this money to Indiba was reasonable because the colony had

8 Jolly, ed. Dictionnaire des parlementaire8604.
49J.0.C Débats, July 3, 1912.
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improved immensely as a source of income and ressudor France, especially after generating
a surplus of nearly 7 million francs that yearlIthAugh the loan of 1898 granted a large sum of
money, spending so much did not appear to altepubéc’s opinion on the issue. Both the
Parisian general public and journalists alike gaidnore attention to the scandal of the Dreyfus
Affair than to colonial matter®

The lack of general interest, combined with ledgigiasupport for the loan, meant little in
the end. The initial financial plans presentetheoministry of the Colonies were prepared
improperly and incompletely. To ensure that tb®wey did not waste the new funds on
unproductive or unnecessary works, Pierre Parigedactommittees this time to study
extensively the anticipated areas of constructidinis step, inadequately taken in 1898, led to
significant, yet preventable, monetary losses b&zafl mistakes. In one example regarding
railroad construction in the colony, the Chambaet tedied solely on a single inspection
conducted by the ministry of the Colonies. Uniadtely, ministry officials did not carry out
the investigation themselves but instead reliechugeta furnished about where neighboring
countries placed their railroads. This informafiso vital to the Chamber’s decision on giving
money, did not even pertain to Indochina. Justbse another country could build a railroad
somewhere did not mean that Indochina could dsdéinee. To prevent another such mishap,
Paris strongly urged the committee to force progpecompanies to carry out proper studies
before building and before any loan money fromgbeernment could be spetit.

To deal with the second cause of monetary losseabtipower, Paris wanted to punish
anyone responsible for the misuse of funds. Tauthorized extension of a rail line in the

southern part of Indochina was a prime exampléisfabuse. The planning was in accordance

0 J.0.C Débats, July 3, 1912p Figaraq December 25, 1898e Journal des Débat®ecember 26, 1898.
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with Paris’ recommendation for research as engmexplored two potential areas to build the
new line, along the coast or further inland. Aligh the cost of building a coastal route was
expensive, with the terrain making constructioticlidt to execute, an inland route had
problems just as difficult from uneven terrain amgredictable weather. In the end, engineers
chose the coastal route for its flexibility in pettmg additional extensions later. Despite such
care in approach, the situation quickly got ouhafd>?

Without receiving authorization from the Frenchisgfure, the Indochinese
administration, in an example of abusing their p@yased funds to build a small railroad of
eight miles to Dong-Ha rather than to the origishegtination of Quang-Tri. The administration
hoped this move would create the opportunity tédoaifuture line around the Mékong region
and maximize the number of people who had accetbetrmilroad. Albert Métin, floor leader
for the Chamber’s committee for foreign affairdeoéd an excuse for the decision, arguing that
the 1898 loan had allowed for a certain number itdsyof rail to be built between Tourane and
Quang-Tri and that the extension to Dong-Ha didexaeed this specified number. Paris
retorted that the construction bid allowed for axmmaum budget of 24 million francs and that the
new extension exceeded this amount by 7 milliondsa®

The road to politics was paved at an early ag®iétin. His intelligence shone brightly
while attending school in Nancy, especially in subjects of history and geography, and he later
became a professor at the National Conservatofytefand Trades. Once he entered politics,
he proved faithful to his home province, and herlasserted himself within the Radical-
Socialist party during important debates precedifgld War I. Métin served on the

Chamber’s committees for civil pensions, fiscaldégion, budget, and foreign affairs. He

2].0.C. Débats, July 3, 1912.
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worked on bills favoring worker’s retirement anchpmns, and campaigned for many projects
about which he was passionate, such as the bufitgebe colonies and agriculturé.

Métin’s loyalty and dedication in government spréadhdochina, as did his interest to
see the colony develop and become profitable, theipe problems and consequences with
which he often had little or nothing to do. Haultbcite other examples of the misappropriation
of funds in the colony. An estimated 6 millioarics had been set aside to build a road from the
Mékong region to Dong-Ha. At the last minute heiit any explanation, a completely separate
project providing electrical lighting to an undigséd city received all of the money. At the
time of the project, the need for the road wagyfaater than that for electricity. To Métin, it
appeared that every time the colony received futl@simen in charge of Indochina’s
administration wasted the money on projects withmoetit and then escaped without
consequences.

Paris regretted that no one punished the perpetratdhe abuses Métin singled out and
that prior to 1912, no one even mentioned the mmamgament of money within the colony.

Paris alleged that because no one received punighthe violators must have had, or still have,
the support, and sometimes rewards and proteatiom 6ther members of the Chamber. He
further alleged that whoever was committing theatgst crimes must have the most political
clout. Indochina, he said, had already lost taimmoney through the misappropriation of
funds and the lack of careful planning, and hemditlwant to add greed as a third cause. Paris
demanded that the minister for the Colonies bramgc8ons against the errant officials in order

that the French government could feel comfortahisting the colony to spend wiseR).
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Because the loan passed so quickly in the SenatB~aanatter hours rather than days or
weeks—the December 26, 1898 issue of the influem¢iaspaper, Le Journal des Débats
concluded that important interests were attachehledill and that sufficient votes for approval
had been guaranteed long prior to the voting. Adwspaper editorialized that when such
situations occurred, there were often long perioddher before or after a bill passed—when no
work was done in the legislature even though thesbs were in session. Promises made in the
past—the editorial writer did not identify who ohean—to regulate and bring order into the
legislative process were broken. Calls had beatiento name a parliamentary committee to
study the problem, but these calls never became than a thought. Métin was a strong
advocate for this potential committee because headamore order in governante.

Although direct mismanagement accounted for theortgjof the lost money, a lesser
amount was lost through inflation. The 1898 grarftered a 2-million-franc deficit because
economic leaders did not take either the time eretffiort to stabilize the colony’s currency, the
piastre. “Stabilization,” Paris declared, “isa@ssurance against the devaluing of monéy.”
Taking this action could have saved Indochina ais@ant amount of money—so said Paris.
Métin then insisted that everyone involved in thieldget have an opinion on stabilization: either
for or against. Scornfully, Paris compared Médtistatement to a Frenchman learning the native
Indochinese language: in order to have an opiarothe subject, one must take the time to
study the subject in order to learn it properlilbert Lebrun, laughing, rejoined that learning

the Indochinese native language would be easieruheerstanding stabilizaticn.

>’ Le Journal des Débat®ecember 26, 1898; Jolly, eictionnaire des parlementaire8447.
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Although quiet during most of the debate, Lebrud his own thoughts and opinions on
the subject. Destined to follow a career in jedithe was born on August 29, 1871, the day
after Germany unified following France’s loss ie thranco-Prussian War. Because of his
birthday, Lebrun would never forget this signifitalefeat, and it would motivate his future
legislative actions. Alfred Mézieres, then depiatyMeurthe-et-Moselle, introduced Lebrun
into the world of politics. Through this mentoighvoters elected Lebrun as representative for
the district of Audin-le-Romain in 1892. Lebrumparliamentary activity quickly intensified.

By 1903, he found himself serving as the secrdtarthe Chamber of Deputies and elected one
of its vice-president ten years later. His positbn important Chamber committees, for public
works, for railroads, for the army, for the nawyy, foreign affairs and for the colonies and
protectorates, testified to his growing importand&hen he presided over the committee for the
budget, he proved that he had arrided.

Lebrun’s special interests were in the developmeénilroads, both local and abroad,
and in the position of resident foreign workerSuring the cabinet of Joseph Caillaux, 1911-
1912, he served as minister for the Colonies; gained the ministry when Gaston Doumergue
was premier, 1913-1914. Lebrun would volunteettie service during World War |, and
received the Legion of Honor on April 28, 1915 fis leadership as an artillery officgr.

All arguments and jokes aside, the French govertmeuald not permit the colonial
administration to move towards stabilization of giastre—if that was the chosen course—
without a coherent plan. One deputy, servinghencommercial and industrial service in the
economic office of the governor-general of Indoehioffered an example to show how the

United States solved its inflation problems in Belippines. The Americans created a special
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service of charges that had access to special fandsthey were able to deposit the money in
accounts located in both New York and Manila. Wt colony needed the money, only
certain authorized people could emit bills of exa@mand then sell these bills to private
individuals. In order to facilitate the new maagtsystem, the Filipino government drew on the
New York treasury. This process helped greatllitminate fluctuation in the currency’s value.
Perhaps Indochina could borrow this idea whenithe was right. A number of countries in

the Far East—with the important exceptions of Idiog, China, and Hong Kong—had
stabilized their currencies by 1900, and Métinmtidl want France’s colonial possession to be the
last to do so. Paris, agreeing with Métin for fingt time, added that stabilization should work,
provided Indochina had 50 to 60 million francsastle in reserve funds first. Unfortunately,
the discussion on stabilization did not move amthier, as members of the Chamber opted to
resolve the stabilization issue another tfay.

When debate about the loan resumed, Paris attertgotedtore confidence in the colony
despite the mishaps, which had occurred nearlydiiftyears earlier. He listed the positives of
the colony’s economic situation. Indochina's exoit earnings were stable and flexible. The
years in which the colony's harvests granted andémit surplus could easily accommodate
other years' deficits. With this type of economecurity, Paris believed that France and the
Chamber could guarantee 90 million francs to Indwehvithout fearing that the money would
be wasted. Paris regretted that France had ceitved this same guarantee back in 1898 for the
200 million francs. In addition, the colony nowopided the Chamber with abundant reports
showing specifically where Indochina needed furiheestment. The major infrastructure
improvements required by the colony were irrigati@iroads, roads, telegraphs, hospitals, and

schools. Their implementation would result indater and faster transportation, healthier
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workers, and better communications—all leading ttnilioa to produce more goods and make
France wealthie?®
Irrigation

Of all the internal improvements on which the Flespent money in their Indochinese
colony, irrigation had the most profound impactAymamite society. Prior to French arrival,
the Tonkinese had some means of watering theddjddut their system was on a much smaller
and weaker scale than what the French could provitlee Annamites had the technology to use
only small compartments to water their fields besgathey had neither the capabilities nor the
knowledge to use larger, more complex couf8es.

Irrigation assisted the colony’s largest agricwdtyproduct and most valuable export:
rice. If the Indochinese learned proper farmeghniques, they could produce not just one but
two successful harvests annually, thus doublingialth of Tonkin each year. French
officials proposed a sum of 19,100,000 francs:500,000 for the South Annam region of Phu-
Yen, Vinh-Yen, and Song-Cau, 8,200,000 for the lowankinese region of Thanh-Hoa, and
400,000 for the Central Annam region of Thua-THfen.

After studying regional reports carried out on BRexl River delta at the turn of the
twentieth century, French officials realized tHayt needed to understand the local conditions
and landscapes of the colony before investing arthér money into projects. The combination
of high and low lands in Indochina made normagation difficult in many areas, thereby
forcing engineers to alter plans to accommodath ddferent situation. The region of Vinh-
Yen served as a perfect example of uneven lanthh-Ven’s farmers found rice harvesting in

June difficult because the low lands consistendgded from the monsoon rains. In an attempt
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to cultivate these 16,000 hectares, Vinh-Yen negde@rnment assistance to manage farmland
more efficiently®®

Although the two-harvest system was possible inesameas of Indochina with relatively
few problems, others faced pressing issues aside geographical restrictions. For example,
many Annamites were simply too poor to access ik @nimals necessary to exploit the land
fully. Even in areas where money and supplieewet an issue, farmers still faced the
possibility of land exhaustion from planting twamps a year, should they be fortunate enough to
carry out a second harvest. Despite these obstawtw farming techniques developed by the
nineteenth century found ways to solve both oféhggent problems. If local farmers made a
profit from large harvests and exports—somethingdome under prior contracts with Chinese
or European traders—they could afford to purchbeenecessary animals and materials required
to boost their production. If Tonkin followed shexample, previously set by farmers in Java,
the harvest of crops would not depend solely orettient of supplies. A system of field
rotation would also be beneficial, as the work ddug concentrated in one area, allowing for
less labor, equipment, and irrigation, while at$hene time, allowing other fields to rest and
replenish nutrients. Irrigation also solved a owoon, yet easily remedied problem resulting
from dry winters and humid summers. As these neratariables dried the land and soil, the
primitive tools that the Annamites used for farmawgild not penetrate the ground. If a proper
irrigation system existed, the dry land would be tess problem the Annamites would have to
face®’

Indochina received twice as much rain per yearasde, and although it was adequate

to sustain life, the rainfall was seasonal. Madhe colony’s precipitation came from the
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summer monsoons, but these large storms did natyallaring the necessary amounts of rain
vital to the growth and development of crops. Séhmonsoons determined the production of
the two rice crop&®

The Annamite peasants prepared for the June hatuasg the winter and spring
seasons. Although the winter was the dry sedsslruary and March often received light,
sporadic rain and consistent mist—enough for Totdkibe known as “Misty Tonkin” in
February. Fortunately, Tonkin received little shime during the winter months because of
heavy cloud coverage, and the overcast prevenped water evaporation in the fields. Despite
the constant moisture, the June harvest stillddieavily on the preceding summer’s monsoon
rains as the major water source. As a resultiitieecould only be cultivated in low-lying areas
where water gathered after months of moving dowmfthe highlands. In analyzing this
problem, engineers in Java and India computedit®paddies required 70 centiliters a second
per hectare in December and January but couldstele back to 25 centiliters a second per
hectare in February and March because of natuealpitation®®

The Indochinese prepared for the November harvegstglthe summer and fall.
Although the rice paddies received their water $upppm the summer monsoons, the high heat
and humidity left fields vulnerable to rapid evagioon which could destroy the crops. The same
engineers who determined the amount of water neédiedg the winter computed that the rice
paddies needed as much as 80 centiliters to lofiteater a second per hectare during the
summer months to combat evaporation and to assapepplant growtH?

Because farmers did not harvest rice all yearAtimeamites cultivated vegetables that

required relatively little water in the rice field$ter the November harvest. After the June
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harvest, they used the paddies for fishing. Algioa sufficient food source appeared to last the
peasants throughout the year, the colony still eeéed remedy the inconsistent monsoon rains in
order to produce a significant profit on the riceps. The fields also needed irrigation to protect
the fields from the occasional droughts that resliftom long periods without raff.

The importance of rice had further-reaching repgsmns than simply feeding the
indigenous population. By 1907, Indochina rankecbsd in the world among all countries that
produced and exported rice. Rice-producing coestsuch as China, Japan, and Malaysia could
not generate an adequate supply of rice and fistir-diried and salted—to feed themselves.
Thus, they became some of Indochina’s largest Isuy€he rice for these countries came from
the two major deltas of the colony, located in Gochina and Tonkin. In 1910, Cochinchina
exported 1,108,560 tons of rice, 206,758 more thas 1909, resulting in a profit of 144 million
francs. At the same time, the exports out of Tomkse by 160,000 tons and nearly 23 million
francs. Irrigation played an imperative part ia thcreased production of rice in both Tonkin
and Cochinchina, and this connection forced thergal government to take notice and act by
asking for 20 million francs to expand the Tonkimesid Annamite irrigation systerffs.

France could not afford to take the irrigation attan lightly. Water was the life source
of the colony, and without it, the colony ceaseéxast. With a loan of 90 million francs, French
colonial officials could dedicate a substantial amicfor the purpose of irrigation to supply the
farmland of the colony—especially the rice paddiegth- adequate amounts of water to ensure
proper and maximum crop growth. Not only wouldrarsy harvest feed the citizens and
residents of Indochina, but other countries prodidenarket to sell the produce, resulting in a

profit for the mother country.
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Roads

Roads greatly benefited the entire colony becausg ¢ould be built in areas where
railroads could not. Roads also provided fasteeaper, and more reliable communication that
could aid the colonial administration and defena#hough the colony had many roads prior to
French economic intervention, they were largelyted in the most heavily populated areas,
mainly the river deltas. Even if the colony re@elmoney to build new roads in less populated
areas, the initial construction was only the beignroads required continuous maintenance
and protection. Southeast Asia's tropical clinpateeluced violent weather that eroded and
destroyed infrastructure, and the roads provideg aacess for pirates to conspire in illegal
activities. Because road construction was expenshe colony had to decide which routes were
the most useful, with money given to the urgenesdsst. The colony received a total amount
of 11,000,000 francs to build roads divided acaogdd need. Tonkin received 2 million francs
for construction and improvement, the Cochinchireese Lang-Bian roads each received 1.5
million francs, and the largest amount, 6 milliearfcs, went for roads between Dong-Ha and
Mékong’?

Building roads between Dong-Ha and Mékong wouldesé&wo major purposes. The
first would be of service to Cochinchina. The e¢glavas home to numerous rubber plantations,
for which roads were necessary to transport gondg@expand the means of communication.
The second benefit of these roads was to end lraistdation. This interior colony remained
neglected, completely deprived of any coastlind, @mained subject to Siamese control over
trade and commerce. The Laotian administratiamaivith the residents of the Nge-An
province, decided to build a road through the Miedgau. By helping with the planning and

building, the local residents could take part amatknside-by-side with the French on a major
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project. At the same time, they would be doingrtpart to end their own isolation.
Transportation and communication between this Essse and the rest of the French colony
was difficult, time consuming, and took long to dp. New roads opened access to the land-
locked colony, hastening trade to and from othen&n colonies?

Roads were especially necessary in Tonkin becéwesarea's mountainous terrain was
not only dangerous, but it restricted travel. Resl River to the west and massive mountains—
some reaching heights of over 6500 feet—along thed&3e border to the north and northwest
made rail construction difficult if not impossibl@he Red and the Claire Rivers cut through
these mountains, with the Claire providing some mamication because of its navigability. The
Red River, located near the Chinese border, seasedrefuge for pirates, and thus required
consistent patrolling by French colonial troop&éep the area safe for merchants and travelers.
Roads freed merchants and travelers from the baroktiese Tonkinese dangéts.

New methods were of great importance in transpgitmdochina's natural resources.
Cochinchina contained fifty-one rubber plantatiomkich were vital to the colony’s trade; nine
of these plantations had access to capital of abb%B5,000 francs. Although many of the
plantations were in the immediate vicinity of Saigand therefore close to major rivers and
railroads, some of them were in deserted regiogerzkethe Cochinchinese delta. If engineers
placed roads strategically in the areas surrounttiagplantations, they could open access to
other areas further way. French officials realieat the development of roads for the rubber
plantations had further ramifications. Thai-Nguyencentral Tonkin, was the focus of a mining
center that could only transport materials by rivieocated in the middle of Thai-Nguyen, the

region of Nguyen-Binh benefited greatly from a camaltion of railroads, waterways, and roads,
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as it exploited fully all regional mines. Begingim 1904, the output of coal in both Tonkin and
Annam grew uniformly. This pattern of steady praiitan continued through 1910, when it
began to increase exponentially. In northern Tiontkie region of Hon-Gay employed 5,000
Tonkinese workers and mined nearly 300,000 tony@&r. Near Tourane on the coast on
Annam, another coalmine produced about 20,000gengear. This output proved that Tonkin,
which had the most coal mines of the entire Indoese colony, only truly began the
exploitation process upon the arrival and helgheffrench. The need for roads was imperative
in order to continue this exploitatidh.

To improve upon the infrastructure of the colongerieh and colonial governments had
to choose where to build new or where to continuing roads or railroads throughout their
possessions. Some decisions were easier thars tbesiuse several areas of the colony would
benefit more if new methods of transportation edstFor regular Annamite activities like
travel and trade, routes such as the Mandarin Relaidh ran north to south along the coast of
the South China Sea and supplemented the TransHirgkse railroad, would be more than
sufficient for the indigenous travelers and merd¢htan

French merchants and travelers needed safer, aheape reliable forms of
transportation to move their products from the ngls interior to the coast for shipment to
France. To alleviate these burdens, local Annareg&lents began building a road in 1905,
made accessible for small cars rather than fotitdralong a section of the coast of Hatinh.
Unfortunately, the coast made construction impdssilithout bridges. Engineers determined
that a tunnel of over 1,902 feet would be more-efistient than multiple bridges. Other reports

recognizing the necessity of tunnels and bridgesutihout the colony did not go unnoticed. A

0J.0,, report of March 1, 1912.
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report drafted on June 8, 1911 stated that a 1f{@&83sridge made of metal would be
appropriate and necessary for the area of Vinhgchvberved as the terminal to the north. This
program also planned to build a 984-foot metaltiddpe across the Roon Rivér.

The French could not solve every problem. The waoson of infrastructure—roads,
railroads, canals—was expensive, and the Frenchdhaasure that the colony did not lose
money for France, even in environmental disastérgs problem was precisely what Bo-Trach
faced. Although the region lay beyond the sancedwf the coast and housed a substantial
population with numerous resources, Bo-Trach wasppropriate for certain types of
infrastructure. Frequent tidal waves along thestbad the capability to destroy anything in
their path’®

Roads were just as important as irrigation. Theyexd the far-reaching areas of the
colony in which the railroad could not, expandetier and communication, and linked isolated
areas of the colony to the heart of Indochinesergal activity. Although they required
protection and maintenance, roads were vital tatheny’s success.

Railroads

The French built nearly 18,000 miles of roads—béthem were paved—and 1,864
miles of railway during their stay in Indochina.egpite the advantages of roads, building
railroads appeared more sensible and less expeansivany areas. Part of the 90-million-franc
loan given to Indochina was to be used for an esxéenof the railroad running from Hanoi to
Lang-Son, but such an extension would pass thr@ighese territory—potentially a dangerous
move. Fortunately, the Indochinese governmentwkmg their expeditions could take them

near, if not into, Chinese territory, undertook oggfions with China over twenty years earlier.
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This action resulted in the Treaty of Tien-tsin,ieththe French government authorized on June
26, 1887"°

A ralil junction extending from Tonkin to Central Aam, once a part of the trans-
Indochinese railroad system running from Hanoi&g8n, had enormous importance in both the
political and economical sectors. The two citiesavwseats of the colonial government and
served as the major ports of the French possessianoi was also home to museums, medical
facilities, the French School of the East, andUheversity of Hanoi, which educated Annamite
elites such as Ho Chi Minh, who would come to proenice in future struggles with western
countries. To complete the Tonkin-Central Anname liengineers needed to build an additional
560 miles of rail, but this work pushed the costéarly 130 million francs. The French
government, not wanting to grant such a large simamey for a single project, argued that the
railroad extension was unnecessary because itsdnaaould not help the colony harvest new
or additional resources. The government also didvant to risk damage to the railroad because
the entire section of North Annam faced exposuteaish droughts, typhoons, and continuous
famines. These environmental disasters could nevaline from its foundation, forcing
expensive repairs and significant delays in trartgion. Although a junction in this area had at
one time supported steamship operations betwegoisand China, a port at Tourane quickly
developed into a more profitable and accessibledran the Annamite coast.

A connection between Hanoi and Tourane offeredtgreaturns than a Tonkin-Central

Annam junction because the location of the fornoeite was more beneficial to the remaining,

9.0, report of March 1, 1912; Singer and Langdoultured Force 20. This treaty ensured swift execution of
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French and Annamite boats, excluding carriers @s$els employed to transport troops, weapons, and w
munitions, were able to circulate from Lang-SoiCan-Bang and also granted the right to travel thincthe rivers
linking Lang-Son to Long Tcheou and Long TcheoC#&w Bang. Merchandise destined for China could be
transported by rivers and roads such as the Maméarad.
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often neglected, French possessions located fuidiéee interior. A line from Tourane to
Tonkin, along with a line from Vinh to Dong-Ha wougnd the isolation experienced by Laos.
In addition, the Vinh line brought the colony close the fertile and populated region of Hatinh.
This area, neglected like Laos, had the capaltdifyrovide greater resources and food to the
indigenous population and to the French. To ctbeagap between the latter sites, engineers
needed to build only 186 miles of rail, substahtibdss than what other potential lines
required®®

The colonial government proposed to put a portiothe 90-million-franc loan towards
constructing a line in the north to cross a re@lvaady in the process of development. The
allocation of a 10-million-franc building permitiaved for a 43-mile rail between the station at
Vinh and one located approximately 6 miles southlatinh granting access to the area. The
colonial government declared, however, that anreském to Hatinh would not be useful because
income from the area was as yet insufficient. Spoigicians responded that the extension
already existing in Hanoi and Than-Hoa, which weriinh, was located in a poor area of the
colony, subject to terrible weather conditions anoducing only mediocre income. Others
contended that envisioning the line as becoming@tacally and politically useful in the future
was imperative, because it could relieve the isdlgrovinces in North and Central Annam from
famine. They insisted as well that the line fromi/to Dong-Ha would prepare the way for a

future junction from two major areas, Hué to TonKin
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Schools, Medical Facilities, and Wireless Telegraphs

Not all of the money granted for the colony wasdoonomic infrastructure and
transportation. Education, health care, and comeation all required investment. Schools
received 1.5 million francs to construct propeiliaes for the education and training of
Frenchmen and Annamites. Schools for professiwaaling received the same amount. The
construction and installation of sanitary facikti@ the maternity wards of health centers
received 1.5 million francs but had to share aiporof this sum to build a hospital in Hué.
Finally, the loan called for approximately 600,G@hcs to construct a central telegraph post in
Saigon. In addition to the general colonial budgath colony had its own individual budget
from which it could draw funds when needed. Theesses for teaching and hygiene were
essential, but because neither service producedfig pheir costs needed coverage from the
local budget§?
Schools

The indigenous teaching systems in Tonkin and Annane well organized upon the
arrival of the French. Primary education for Anni@siwas free and lay, rather than religious,
and this approach came from Chinese tradition. cBiilon based on morality and literature and
expressed through calligraphy created a system asighg possession of a prodigious memory.
In this Asian culture, a man measured himself l®yrthmber of characters he knew how to read,
and as such, education was continuous, not endihghe presentation of a degree. East Asian
countries did not educate women because men bdleewomen'’s sole destiny was to marry

and bear children. The most intelligent Annamitederstood literature and morals and
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possessed the ability to write calligraphy. Onaeihg successfully passed their courses, they
received a diploma comparable to advanced scholdstrees granted in Europe.

The Annamites maintained their spoken languageibed written characters similar to
those of Chinese. For many words or phrases, there no equivalents or proper translations
between the Chinese/Indochinese and French languddes lack made translating written
communication difficult. One of the biggest prabke Europeans faced was their difficulty
learning the Annamite written language. BecauseReench and other European officials cared
to take the time to learn the culture or the lagguaf the peoples they conquered, they believed
that a language written in Latin letters would feaeryone from the burden of learning
thousands of different characters. Seventeenttuge@atholic missionaries developed a Latin
letter-based system called quoc-ngu to replacentigenous Annamite written language. The
administrators of the late nineteenth and earlyntigéh centuries found this system both
convenient and practical and therefore strove #itusAs a result, the French introduced quoc-
ngu into Franco-Annamite schools, and this langussgmn dominating the Cochinchinese
schools once the French teachers opted againstsinection of traditional characters. The
usage of quoc-ngu became so widespread that ibmlgisa matter of years before the use of the
Chinese characters declined significantly. Addidiby, French and other European school
subjects quickly replaced most of the traditioealchings of the Cochinchinese. Paul Bert, a
former Indochinese governor-general, introducedstiigects of history and science to the native
students.

Despite the changes, quoc-ngu did not replacetimadi letters in every school. Rather,
the new language accompanied the traditional vaghRrench principles of literature and science

that became the main vehicles for Franco-Annaredehings. The juxtaposition of the French
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teachings with the traditional learning occurretiyon some school districts because the colony
needed both systems to produce translators angbiaters. By the turn of the twentieth century,
the objective for teaching the indigenous poputatiothe methods of the French was to furnish
assistants for colonial administrators, while tfaglitional schools remained open only for the
preparation of mandarins. As dictated by Chinagednd tradition, only the educated
Annamites could serve as officidfs.

Before 1906, the status of local schools depenged how seriously the French
administrators took education. If the administmatdid not push Indochinese children to attend
school under French direction, many of them woutign. According to an official report, The
State of French Cochinchina in 1908, the numb&mofamite children under the age of fifteen
was approximately 899,934, but the total actuatiobbed in school was only 35,088. The
updated edition of 1911 showed the Franco-Annastl®ol population of boys attending
primary school gradually increasing within Hanodaother surrounding provinces because of
French influence. In 1910, Hanoi’'s school systed h,430 students, and that number rose to
1,534 in 1911. In the surrounding provinces, tambers were 3,444 boys in school in 1910,
3,867 the following year. The total of all schdaldren rose from 4,874 to 5,401, an increase of
572 students. Concerning the Franco-Annamite imlduring the 1911 school year, the
breakdown of the students was as follows: out,@5@ primary school-age boys, 1,249 attended
public schools; out of 115 primary school-age girls went to public schools. This same report

declared that the secondary schools in Indochinadvadmit approximately 100 indigenous
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teachers each year for instruction purposes. ifbrease in faculty, combined with new
personnel hired for various educational purposes, mtended for schools in small towfs.
Although placing Indochinese children into Frenchaols was important to colonial
administrators, repercussions were inevitable.Manch 1, 1912, the centrist newspaper Le
Temps reported on the significance of French agtamd influence upon other cultures.
Whether in Indochina, Madagascar, or North Afriwastern education slowly created a culture
that moved away from indigenous traditions in favba European, and specifically French,
culture. Through instruction at school, nativelat@an began adopting beliefs of western
superiority and strove to obtain’ft.

As some of the Indochinese elite received a Frewulcitation, their ideas and ways of
thinking began spreading among the rest of theseiit the colony. Soon, they all began to
realize that if they wanted Indochina to improvesyt could either look to, and cooperate with,
the French, or they could look elsewhere—perhapstwher, more superior Asian country such
as Japan or Chirfa.

The French power over the Indochinese from the ¢fithe twentieth century through
World War | was no different from the power the @#ge exerted over the Annamites prior to
the French arrival. In an effort to separate fi©hina, the Indochinese had to renounce all
forms of Chinese communication and tradition. Fhench did find Indochina’s education odd:
it was the only instance where a country basedatducsolely on a foreign language. By using
Chinese characters and education, the Annamitetigesinemained intellectually dependant on

China. Quoc-ngu emancipated the Annamites fromgtibjection, something that they had long
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sought. Yet French instruction in Indochinese sthoreated an intellectual dependence on the
Europeans: it was the same cycle, with differgmressorg®

By educating the Indochinese in the ways of EurtipeFrench believed they could
convince the Annamites that under French rule theyld realize their aspirations. This
realization did not come cheap. The colony foreaaum of approximately 1,500,000 francs
for the creation of new schools and for the devalept of a fully-supported school system. An
estimate of construction costs established by dneir@istrator of colonial services concluded that
Indochina needed 2,772,000 francs to cover thes@dst complete teaching system, but the
colony was not to receive this entire amount. Assalt, the officials in charge of distributing
the money had to select projects carefully, wittydhe most important and urgent cases funded.
They judged the teaching of girls and the teacbingative traditions as local interests and
constituted as less of a responsibility for theon@!l government, and therefore, severely limited
money to thenf?

Primary, secondary, and professional schools apbtal of 1.5 million francs. The cost
for secondary schools was 585,000 francs: 337@d@s went towards the construction of a
college at Hué in Annam, and 135,000 francs toteeratollege in Cochinchina, this one located
at Chasseloup-Laubat. The remaining 112,500 frarpanded the college in Tonkin. Primary
schools in the colony received 927,000 francs. ahmmestablished ten primary teaching centers
with European instruction for a budget of 216,0@GM€Es. Tonkin built a total of thirteen primary
schools with a larger budget of 369,000 francs,@achinchina received 90,000 francs to
construct two primary schools. The loan also grdi@ambodia 144,000 francs to create four

primary teaching centers with European instructéord Laos obtained 108,000 francs to

8 e TempsMarch 1, 1912.
897J.0, report on March 1, 1912p TempsMarch 1, 1912.

55



construct six schools. Professional teaching desheaeived the remaining 135,000 francs of
the total budget. Cochinchina built a school fon@ulture with 90,000 francs, and Tonkin
constructed a professional school in Haiphongaimtelectrical workers with 45,000 frants.

Educating the Annamites was a task the French deedsonsider carefully. Educated
too much, the elites might rise up and rebel agairesFrench; educated too little, and the
Annamites might turn to other powers for help. SBove the interests of the colonizers, the
French believed the Indochinese should understandriferior their culture was in comparison
to the Europeans.
Medical Facilities

Other duties and interests lay in the developméntedlical service. Unfortunately, in
the eyes of the Indochinese population, the Frgoslernment applied money to this interest too
slowly. Wherever resources allowed, the Frenclitamyl and its physicians provided free
medical assistance in conjunction with civilian picyans to help eradicate disease in the colony,
but this medical care was often mediocre and ifgafft. According to the annual report from
1911, only about 100 medical professionals existatle entire colony: 36 in Tonkin, 20 in
Annam, 21 in Cochinchina, 17 in Cambodia, and Zaias. Nurses and indigenous midwives
were the last redoubt against unsanitary conditibnsthese medical personnel could do little in
an area of so many people. The numbers of botk imsufficient, especially for the interior
colonies. They needed specialized sections initadspideally maternity wards, to provide a
safe environment for pregnant women and newboddrelm. Health officials called for areas to

isolate people affected by contagious diseaseslspobsy, plague, and cholera, and thereby halt
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epidemics from running rampant throughout the cplofhe facilities already established for
these problems in the late nineteenth century wecely equipped at bedt.

Cochinchina had two places for medical training, tlespital in Saigon and the out-
patient clinic of Saint-Jacques. Tonkin and Anrtagether possessed six training facilities: the
hospitals of Hanoi, Haiphong, Quang-Yen, and Toeyamd the outpatient clinics of Fort
Bayard and Son-Tay. There was almost no informatiothe other regions of the colony. To
build maternity wards and health centers, the wostid be 14,000 and 8,000 francs,
respectively, in order not to deny anyone propedioa care. With French medicine and
training, the Indochinese could experience proloreed improved live$
Telegraph

The colony required a loan of nearly 600,000 franosstablish new and improve
existing telegraph offices throughout the coloniestaghly 500,000 francs alone for a central
office in Saigon, with the remaining estimated 000, francs for a subsidiary post in Hué. Two
double boilers, pumps, and machinery necessamrergy cost 158,000 francs. The antenna,
made of six pylon supports and a concrete foundatias even more, at 160,000 francs, while
the installation of the antenna added an additi8r@00 francs. Alternators, transformers, coil
spools, oscillating condensers, and resonatorsupdkl2,000 francs, with reception devices
another 6,000 francs. Accumulators, measuringungnts, and batteries added 17,000 francs,
while various other expenses accounted for 16,086c§. Personnel expenses were priced at
40,000 francs for a station head, four mechaniud t&o assistants; transportation cost 20,000

and construction 60,000 frants.
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The telegraph station in Saigon served as a mggtos for the Indian and Pacific
Oceans. Just as the Eiffel Tower station in Rdaged a major a role in European political and
scientific circles, so the Saigon station wouldtfoe Far East. Aside from regular
communications, the French and Indochinese usetklibgraph for communication exchanges
with vessels serving the navigational lines of @hiAustralia, and the Panama and Suez Canals.
The line was of utmost importance to the publicause it had the capabilities to distribute news,
stock market information, and meteorological fostsaach hour. Its importance reached to the
Japanese and Chinese coasts. Because the tdB3aggah broadcast a distance of nearly 5,000
miles, communication throughout the colony and Ibelymproved. As a result of this
improvement, topographers and explorers could rgémgraphical information about the colony
to administrators back to both Hanoi and Saigonth\Wew and improved information about
Indochina, the colonial administration could pravia more accurate mapping of the French Far
Eastern possessioffs.

Conclusion

The introduction of European cultures in the FastEEaeated many benefits for the
Indochinese. Despite its limitations, French maldeare improved and extended the lives of the
Annamites, and the survival rate among infantsamnidren increased. They enjoyed additional
agricultural production through improved irrigatiand transportation. Despite these
innovations, inventions, and techniques, the migjafi Indochinese peasants continued living in
extreme poverty. The reality of the situation et French rule in Indochina was not for the

betterment of native life. Rather, the goal wasexploit the natural resources, land, and people
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for the benefit of France herself. Despite thedish reasons, the French culture and influence

helped to create modern Vietndm.
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Chapter 3: Consequences of French Involvement: The Fall of Colonial
Indochina

The loans of 1898 and 1912 granted millions ofdeaio France’s Indochinese colony for
the purposes of internal improvements. Politicilaoged this plan would improve the
infrastructure of the colony. Unfortunately, theikch did not consider the repercussions the
improvements could potentially have on the indigenpopulation. Everything the French
introduced or changed—transportation, industrycatian, farming—all brought the peasants
closer to understanding what colonialism and dotronaeally meant to them. The Frenchmen
at home, in addition to the Annamites abroad,tfetconsequences of the colonists’ actions,
from the reasons to travel to the living conditioinem colonial policy to resistance.

The colony of Indochina remained relatively unknaemost of France until the 1880s, but
certain groups of people traveled to the colonthalate nineteenth century to make a living.
Initially, the only Frenchmen maintaining constaahtact with the Far East were traders. Men
from Lyon expressed an early interest in Tonkindose of its close proximity to the Chinese

silk trade. This plan failed early because Japasdk was cheaper and easier to obtain. Men
living in Bordeaux historically traded with SpaindaPortugal because of the Iberian relationship
with countries of the Indian Ocean. Trade withdalkina gave these Frenchmen an opportunity
to work closely with India. Soon, soldiers jointb@ traders as the French acquired more
territory. All soldiers stationed in Indochina werolunteers, enthusiastic and eager young men
looking to expand their horizons, searching foritexaent and adventure. Upon return to France
after their tour of duty, these men became liviegruiting advertisements for the colony as they
shared their experiences with other Frenchmenngdhleith the traders and soldiers resided men
who journeyed to the colony for business purposésortunately, for the progress of the

colony, many of these men were of “questionablesktny” forced to flee France or else face the
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consequences of their shady business dealingss #who wasted their inheritance quickly and
needed a means of financial support also found tiney to Indochina. Whatever their reason
for relocating to the Far East, a Frenchman raagiyed at the colony directly from France.
Except for those from Lyon and Bordeaux, most mameto Indochina from other French
colonies, mainly the trading posts in IndfA.

The colonial experience was full of clichés. Pggada created at home portrayed an
ideal image of a colonial settler: he was hardlertted, ambitious, and adventurous. The
French created this man in an effort to lure moea o the colony. The ideal colonist’s
experience in Indochina also had to fulfill certatereotypes. Accordingly, they lived in large
villas with servants to accommodate their everymhirhey ate and drank the finest foods and
wines, and relied upon peasant-pulled rickshawsrémsportation. Compared to these images,
the reality of the colonial life was harsh and gri@olonists constantly worried about the deadly
tropical diseases, especially malaria and dysentemping rampant throughout the colony.
Although doctors could comfort the suffering arebtrthe symptoms, even the most advanced
medicine of the time could not cure tropical digsasecause physicians did not understand
them. Government officials residing in the colamgre fortunate to receive well-ventilated
homes with running water and sewers. The coloaists constructed medical facilities in the
colony to accommodate both the Annamites and thadhr. Despite the positive and alluring
images advertized in France, most colonists fohethselves in an environment completely
foreign upon their arrival in Indochina. Isolatjdang distance, fear of disease and a hostile
indigenous population generated widespread disappent among the new recruits. Despite

the problems, the number of Europeans migratirntgeéaolony steadily increased after World
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War |, as thousands braved distance, disease, &eatid crowded conditions. By the 1930s,
increases in safety, reliability and the accesgitalf hospitals, along with booming cultural
centers as major Indochinese cities built museurdsgyardens encouraged more to move.
Although the white population increased, the rafi&€uropeans to Indochinese remained 1: 544
by World War 11¥’

As the European presence in Indochina increasedgchrofficials continued building and
improving existing methods of transportation foe ffurposes of military, trade, and
communication. Unfortunately, new and improvedasfructure meant imposing on Annamite
farmland. Because most Indochinese made thendigas farmers, their land was a precious
commodity. To preserve the fields, they built theads around farms whenever possible, but
the French found these roads too long, inconvenat poorly maintained. Therefore, to
ensure the safety and ease of travel for themselvegolonists disregarded the needs of the
peasants and built roads for their own convenieddee French also built thousands of miles of
railroads, with the majority of the constructiorcaaing between 1898 and 1913 through the
assistance of the two major loans from the Fremsleignment in Paris. In 1906, the colonists
opened a section of line between Tourane and Hg#&éothe capital access to the sea. By
World War 1, the colony succeeded in building o¥&50 miles of new rail. This number
dropped drastically because of the war, as colewisly built 32 miles of new rail between 1914
and 1922. The Trans-Indochinese Railroad did cptdg@ems among government officials at
home. Although this line seemed a good idea oepa&mgineers and builders mapped it to

cross areas exposed to typhoons and floods wlakting competition for shipping.
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Additionally, the line paralleled the Mandarin Roadich could already handle transportation
and trade. Engineers decided against moving ieeflirther inland because the interior portion
of the colony had a sparse population and littlgimess. Regardless of its location, the railroad,
serving as the most prevalent form of transpomato@came a visible reminder to everyone of
the amount of power the French held over the AntemsniThe colonists had the capability to
alter the physical and social environment, andRtteach achieved this feat through the
construction of the railroad. Unfortunately, treuld not get the majority of the peasants to
ride the trains. Although fourth class was reséifeg peasant travelers, most Annamites used
the railroad only for pilgrimages or for travelrmarkets or neighboring villages. They rarely
took the train for long trips. Most peasants awmid using familiar, cheaper, and traditional
transportation methods for trade such as shouldesyio transport goods over land and sampans
over water. Despite their convenience, the nevopeain methods of transportation were too
expensive for the average Annamite to use dAily.

Before World War |, the railroad served as the niogtortant form of transportation,
taking precedence over roads. This dynamic chaafiedthe war because the Trans-
Indochinese Railroad took too long to completee Mandarin Road, the only major road in the
colony, was only a small trail, interrupted by fecrossings and mountains, and it became lost in
sand dunes along the coast. Before 1913, onlyopsrbf the road could handle traders and
travelers. Afterward, the colony’s general budgetvly reduced the number of ferry crossings
through the construction of bridges, the road wakened and quickly repaired after violent

storms. The improvements in the roads led to arease in automobiles throughout the colony.

% Ngo Vinh Long,Before the Revolution: The Vietnamese PeasantgeiUfrénch DominatiofNew York:
Columbia University Press, 1991), 72-73; RobequEe Economic Developmestl-93, 95-96; Robson and Yee,
eds.,France and Indoching64-65, 67.

63



Modern transportation benefited the French moriean the peasants, and the ability to
obtain such transportation quickly became a stsyusbol. Automobiles, though expensive in
France and the rest of Europe, were comparativedgg when purchased within the colony as
repeated purchases and sales of the cars by nusnanmers decreased the cost of the
automobile. In France, a man could afford a siellon an average salary. In Indochina, a
Frenchman could own a large and luxurious chaufferen vehicle for the same price and on
the same salary. In an attempt to separate theessklirther from the indigenous population and
in an effort to fit in with the European social taechy in the colony, most Frenchmen purchased
a car immediately upon their arrival in the color@wning a car showed great success, wealth,
and the ability to control the amount of distannd personal space between themselves and
others?

As success with internal improvements in the colgrew, every change and every
decision made about the colony resulted from dexxssmade in France. Colonial policy abroad
was directly linked to policy at home, and its ughces were often traceable from the French
Revolution. Elements such as natural religionjadathics, and General Will developed from
the Enlightenment and echoed throughout the cocemguries. As these ideologies emerged,
more men applied them to everyday life and, evelytyaolitics. The largest influence was
secularization. The Scientific Revolution, the étefation, and religious wars gradually
diminished the role of religion in everyday lif&his decline allowed morality-based ideas to
emerge. Morality, sometimes called natural rehgidaimed that men were naturally moral
beings and possessed the ability to analyze prabtationally. Therefore, according to this

rationale, men could be moral without the guidergfanized religion. With this attitude, the
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French concluded that religious education was roessary and strove to establish a secular
curriculum®

As modern European society developed, educatioanhe@ means of social progression.
The quality of education determined the futurehaf tountry and its strengths and weaknesses as
schools produced the future military, administratiand financial leaders. Since many
apprenticeships disappeared during the Revoluidarmal education became the only means to
gain an economic advantage. A widespread movequackly emerged to end class privilege in
education and so permit the entire country to lggogress, and industrializ€&:

France became the first European country to orgaamzintegrated, hierarchical
education plan allowing teachers to become menufdlse state service. The 1833 Guizot Law
required all communities of 800 people or moreutmish and maintain a school for boys with a
required curriculum. Pre-primary schools also dgwed providing a head start to children. It
was here that children learned basic reading amtdthg/skills with periods of recreation in
between. Any student attending pre-primary schad required to have a smallpox vaccination
before beginning. The addition of a written tedded in 1830 strengthened the baccalaureate
examination for secondary school students. Thasgamental changes greatly improved the
status of Frenchmen, as their education and skaltsformed society for the better. As France’s
society evolved, so too did Indochina’s, as colsnestablished relationships with the Annamites
and developed infrastructure. Among these imprearegmcame the development of education.

Because it had transformed the society and ecoraingme, the colonists believed a stronger

19 3oseph N. Moodyrrench Education Since Napole@®yracuse: Syracuse University Press, 1978), ylji®h
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education system would do the same abroad. Utlikattitude at home, the French took a
cautious approach to education in the coloffiés.

The French wanted to produce the notion of a “dapé&rance” in the minds of
impressionable Annamite schoolchildren. The catswiewed education as a means of
maintaining and strengthening their domination dier“inferior culture.” By using
propagandistic textbooks, the French displayed fmwver and their nation’s status as both a
colonial and a global power. The colonizing natioed to show that it was the model to
emulate and respect. Through the new educatiderayshe Annamite children learned about
their society through the eyes of the French ardéit of the world: Indochina was a backward
culture, and change was possible only throughuleeaf the French. The local children learned
that the presence of the colonizing nation defittedl country and that this presence was
inevitable and beneficial. Through this instruntio dependence, the Annamites remained
subservient to French rule. The French maintaimeay censorship over all school materials
distributed throughout the colony and kept a watclfe on the teachers and curriculum.
Nevertheless, they were shortsighted in their agghro Many Frenchmen believed that western
education was no danger because it either would haweffect or would merely change
traditional practices. However, western ideas @da hazardous to colonialism if the
indigenous population truly understood westernlgl@ae., The Declaration of the Rights of
Man). The French instead feared the Annamitesdclealrn anti-western propaganda through

the Chinese language traditionally taught in Anriarachools®
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On July 8, 1917, colonial officials established @#ice of Higher Education to
supervise the growth of, and to examine the paligmd economical impacts of, Indochinese
universities. The office closed all schools thatmbt hire teachers or teach curricula previously
approved by the French. As a result, the colomistiawed Sino-Vietnamese schools because
they adhered to traditional teachings instead eftw required curriculum. Four years later,
education advocates created the Office of Pubteghation to work in conjunction with the
Office of Higher Education to supervise all edugatihroughout the colony. This new office
hired teachers, assigned books, set examinatindsnapected all schools in an effort to keep a
tight hold on methods taught and materials distau Because of these strict laws, nearly 2,000
Vietnamese schools shut down in one year aftangpib meet the requirements. Additionally,
when the French created the new schools to edabdtieen, the Indochinese became the ones
paying for the construction, maintenance, and tel@chMore schools closed because the
Annamites could not afford to pay for them. Thertah also changed the role of the teacher.
Before the colonial era, a teacher’s job was delramong the Indochinese because it provided
a leadership role and demanded respect from boadtlests and peers. Teachers held power
among politicians and could question the legitimatpolitics, policies, and governmental
practices. They had the capability to organizeregdoreigners and became the backbone of
any political network. Because of their role withhe community, nineteenth-century traditional
Annamite schools became recruiting grounds forBrgnch protesters. In addition to the
considerable influence teachers held, this posiiten became the only opportunity for an
Annamite peasant to obtain a salaried governmént {gnfortunately, the new school

regulations enforced by the French undermined tioe-@owerful influence of the teachers.
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School inspectors even criticized the teachersantfof their students, diminishing their
authority among peer$?

While attending elementary school, grades one tiirdboree, Annamite students learned
how to read and write quoc ngu and basic FrenatsplDe the opportunity to learn, only 10
percent of students continued their education #fisrlevel. Most dropped out after third grade
because they thought they had acquired enough galu¢a accomplish everyday business and
tasks. In primary school, grades four through singents were expected to master the French
language, but this task was difficult because rtemsthers barely comprehended the language
themselves. The children of elite Annamites haddrantage because their families could
afford tutors to teach their children French. Ruiynschool education had three other objectives:
to teach French cultural and behavioral normsegiaforce Indochinese traditional morality, and
to instruct in the proper deportment before th@w@l masters. Many primary schools were too
far away for the majority of students to travel baad forth every day, leaving only two
alternatives. They had either to cease their @durcar to board at school, with the majority of
the children choosing the former. Typically, otithg Annamite elite received an upper primary
education, grades seven through ten. Only eleies  all of Indochina had upper primary
schools: Hanoi, Haiphong, Lang Son, Nam Dinh, Thidpna, Vinh, Hué, Qui Nhon, Saigon, My
Tho, and Can Tho. For a child of peasants to atpeimary and upper primary school was rare
but not impossible. Students who did attend dithsough scholarships from wealthy family
members, with the sponsor assuming the child woepdy him later. Other options included

private patrons, the child fending for himself saholarships from a wealthy patron unrelated to
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the family, with the understanding the student wiaqulrry his daughter. Any education beyond
the tenth grade was for a small minority, as it veas and a privilege>

The French altered the Annamite school systent tbdir agenda and needs—not those
of the local children. To ensure the French ckitdin the colony had an advantage over the
Annamites, colonial leaders instituted a policyuieiqg that only children of certain ages could
enroll in certain grades. Franco-Annamite schoadgiired the teaching of the native language
in the first three years of school with only somerfeh. Although the students were expected to
master French in primary school, many did not beeaf inadequately taught teachers. This
failure created a serious handicap for any Annamasting to attend a French school later
because students lacked fluency in the language. Ffench further handicapped the Annamites
by adding two more years of school to the Annamuteiculum, making the children too old to
enter French schools. The Annamites realizeditthia¢y wanted more education, they would
not find it in the colonial system. Before Frermdnquest, almost every Annamite could read
and attend school because education was readiiialaleato everyone. By World War Il, the
French established 7,100 public schools of allleete@increase education throughout the colony.
Yet due to strict laws and a reformed educationesysonly 15 percent of children attended, and
illiteracy rose to an astounding 80 percent. Tren€h also designed their schools for the
children of Frenchmen living in the colony. Thes@ools did allow Annamite children into
their classrooms, but only if they passed a rigereuntrance examination. Even so, by the dawn
of the twentieth century, the Indochinese childobegan outnumbering and outperforming the
French students. French parents complained abmugituation, claiming that their students

were failing because the schools held low standardsder to accommodate the Annamites.
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Other parents and local residents argued thaeiRifnmamites received equal education, they
would soon demand equal righf§.

Educational administrators and politicians faces@aundrum with advanced education
for Annamites. To give the Indochinese educationl upset the French residents and
undermine colonial power. In France, complaintsarthat too many Annamites traveled
abroad seeking a college education because thdy wotureceive one in the colony. Supporters
of colonialism feared travel and education abroadld introduce the Annamites to anti-colonial
ideas. As a result, colonists built more univesitvithin their borders. At the same time,
colonists feared the universities could train th@olchinese elite and that these men could then
demand equal rights because they had receivedthe educational privileges as the French. If
the colonial administration completely dismantléghler education for the Annamites, the elite
would rebel. Although the French accomplished muadheir quest to educate the Indochinese,
more could have been done had the politicians @en Ipreoccupied attempting to pacify both
the French and Annamites. The Indochinese pensigtasked the French to upgrade education,
but the newly designed system seemed to discolgagang. As struggles between the two
groups continued to develop, the officials reforraed re-reformed the school system, seeking
to appease everyone. The changes attempted gere&sench influence and racial hierarchies
between the French and the colonial subjects. rABa&raut believed that schools for the
Indochinese could exist without the demand for égghts. He believed these schools could
train the indigenous population in agricultural depment, lower levels of government, and

industry. These skills, if taught correctly, coldekep both the French and Annamites happy,
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while at the same time boosting the economic staittise colony. Sarraut emphasized to the
concerned French that the Indochinese graduatelslwmotibe eligible for any civil service

offices and trained only for jobs “suitable to theice,” such as manual laborers, servants to the
elites, or minor government positiotfs.

Although some Annamite children were fortunatedceive a formal education and the
ability to move ahead in society, the majority lné tndochinese remained farmers and resided in
the villages where they grew up. The Annamiteagdl was truly a unique characteristic of
France’s Asian colony. For years after their aljithe French rarely interfered with village
affairs. At Paul Doumer’s request, the villagetegs remained intact because he refused to end
a long-standing tradition. He praised the mainmtepaorganization, and discipline established in
each community and believed that the French shagjdect it. He wanted the French only to
levy taxes, stop fraud, maintain order, and ettisthelp of the local notables to carry out these
duties. After fifty years of colonization, Frencfficials repudiated Doumer’s advice and
decided to impose a system of communal reform theyned would better exploit the potential
of the land. Although their plan had merit, thenamistration failed to explain the long- and
short-term goals to the rural population. The Ehecreated additional responsibilities for the
notables to keep the villages under close supervisihe men who traditionally held the title
did not want these new responsibilities. Instélagly passed the duties to others willing to do the
job, but the new notables were too young and ingepeed to do it properl}f®

Each village had a system of communal lands fouteeof all Annamites residing in the
village, often used to grow additional crops. [Eteofficials took steps to seize communal lands

after the pressures of pacification and the needeet the demands of the colonists made their
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way to the colonial administration. This seizur@svat the expense of the poor, for in
transforming these lands into large plantations,Rtench forced the peasants onto plots of land
barely large enough to live on. Peasants unfotéueaough to lose their land entirely had to
obtain land from private individuals, thereby be@agrntenant farmers. The standard of living
for the peasants declined; their needs never mdtthe heavy taxes forced on by the French
made the poor more dependent on the landowfiers.

The colonial administration poured money into tbay to develop the communal
lands and the areas around them. The Red Rivargkthconveniently located, was inconvenient
to use. The irregular volumes of water carriedstohsediment that constantly altered the
riverbeds and made reliable transportation impdessibhe French dredged it and other
waterways as a remedy. Prior to French arrival Ahnamites established an intricate system of
canals, but over time many had become unusable.Fiidnch fixed them and built more. By
the end of World War Il, the French built an adzhtl 800 miles of canals in their effort to
encourage settlement and to assure transportafioa.canals cut straight to the middle of the
plantations with relatively little cost and impralthe quality and productivity of the soil. Rice
fields received hydraulics and machines designedadee water for their development and for
the conservation of water. Cochinchina desperategded hydraulics to drain excess water and
desalinize fields because this area, which recdivednost amount of rain, was subject to
serious flooding. Tonkin and Annam had differerdlppems. The overpopulation of the two
colonies made irrigation difficult because the peds reserved most of the land for farming and
living. The French irrigated insufficiently suppdi fields and combated flood problems through
drainage systems and improvements in the dikermsysiiéhe French consolidated the preexisting

dikes and built them higher with stronger materialbe dikes also received a flat, trapezoidal
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shape to resist water pressure more effectivetwBen 1926 and 1944, the French established
an effective maintenance system to prevent ruptiigded to flooding. After World War 11, the
focus turned away from maintenance, a disastrocisida that led to poor supervision and
ultimately numerous ruptures and devastated fiefds.

Between 1906 and 1910, the French irrigated 50h@@®ares in Tonkin alone. By 1939,
a total of 250,000 hectares in Indochina were ated with long-term plans to irrigate another
250,000. The onset of the World War Il halted firigposal as energies focused on issues at
home. The majority of land development endeavocsiwed during the colonial era before
World War |, because by 1914, the colonies becdmdsiast of France’s concerns. During the
late colonial era, rice productivity, land cultivat, and methods of production increased
dramatically. Dikes, irrigation, and drainage syss$ increased production in Tonkin and
Annam because there was no place to expand produd@ne-crop rice fields became two-crop
fields, and the French put enough effort into tbnields to produce enough for export.
Although irrigation immensely helped rice growth¢ame with serious repercussions.
Traditionally, Annamite emperors did not allow #agort of any rice. They required that
farmers store the crop as insurance against adraddt or that it be given to those who did not
have enough to eat. The French recognized thaetpalterofit of the extra rice and, therefore,
sold it. By World War 11, the French made Indochihe largest rice exporter after Burma and
Thailand. Unfortunately, money for the French tdanhardships among the peasafits.

Despite the introduction of innovations and lifepimving measures by the French, most

peasants struggled to survive. Their lack of mah@gtically slowed agricultural progress
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because most peasants could not afford the negesgaplies to boost production. To ease the
burden, the French established credit institutema means of financial support. In 1876,
financial advisors introduced into Cochinchina edir system that granted loans for crops or
land. By 1898, the system expanded into Tonkindodh Annam. The borrowed amount had
an interest rate of 8 percent for six months ansl aewable only once, in the event of a bad
crop. If a peasant did not repay the money, tink Isaized the farmer’s land or crops. To obtain
a longer-term loan, the Annamites offered the s@ewices of their wives or children. Clearly,
there was a need to improve this process, butltaege came only in 1933. Then, rather than
giving money directly to the peasants, agriculta@peratives received the money on behalf of
the peasants who were members. Working togetiepdasants planted and harvested the
crops, which the cooperative then sold to repayptireipal and interest?

The French tried hard to revive failing crops witline colony. Cotton, for example, was
grown mostly in scattered areas around Annam amditikckong River. In these areas, cotton
fields were impossible to extend because the oyerdation of Indochina left no additional
room. To combat this problem, the French builotian plantation in neighboring Cambodia in
1919, hoping it would flourish and produce enougips for exportation. Unfortunately, the
cost of running the plantation exceeded the budget,the farm failed. The French then tried
reviving the native Indochinese cotton crop butwitt success. Cotton planting was a delicate
process. Growing the crop during the dry seasanimiperative because heavy monsoon rains
could potentially destroy the plants, but the degson could kill the crop should the monsoon
rains bring inadequate water to sustain the cropthk rest of the year. The colonists exported

the cotton that did survive, but not in sufficieamounts that produced a significant profit.
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Another attempt to create colonial riches camé&égroduction of silk. The French tried to
revive the decreasing mulberry trees used to gliisevorms, and initially the silk industry
seemed a perfect fit for the crowded populatiothefvillages and cities, which provided an
extensive work force. Ultimately, however, unhygeeconditions killed the silk worms, and
discrepancies among French industry, Europeariaitiories within the colony, and native
weavers and growers generated difficulties, withrsult an unsuccessful competition with
China. French efforts to improve agriculture atsduded the construction of agricultural
experimental stations throughout the colony. Iflog was home to dozens of rice varieties,
and the stations tried to determine which spece®uhe fastest growing or most economical to
grow. Like the plans for cotton and silk, the reogoeriments failed. They worked
independently of each other, were ill equippediesatl from insufficient funds, and employed
over-worked officials*®

As they tried to find economical ways to use thailable land, the French sought to
spread out the indigenous population. The rivéiaddaced dangerously overcrowded
conditions, and the only solution seemed to bedgarsome of the population inland and
towards the mountains. One of the earliest attemppopulation relocation came in July 1888,
when the French promised five hectares of lantémiddle or upper regions of Tonkin to any
applicant. In November 1925, a second attempoatifation relocation began with the French
opening another part of northern Tonkin for setdam As an incentive, the French granted the
Annamites full ownership of the land after threangeof occupancy. The Resident Superior of
Tonkin added to this promise in early 1936 by offgr500 hectares to any applicants interested

in forming their own village. Unfortunately, théaps failed because the Annamites were not
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interested in moving from their current villagesy did they have the money necessary to start
new farms. Additionally, the land of upper Tonkias hilly and mountainous, making
cultivation extremely difficult with their primitig tools. The French had a hard time convincing
the Indochinese to move to this particular arethefcolony because of unhealthy conditions,
especially malaria, and a deep-seated superstitairthe forests and mountains were unlutRy.
As they tried improving the colony through farmitige French also hoped to supplement the
existing Annamite industries. The native familyemted production provided additional
income, supplemented agriculture, and kept peasaotgpied upon the completion of each
harvest. Food preparation industries such ashis&ing and bleaching and the production of
rice paste, cakes, starches, and oils employenh#jerity of the peasants. Additional industries,
producing agricultural and pasturage productsdmgl and running rice mills and distilleries,
sugar refineries, and textile mills, all workedconjunction with the smaller family industries.
Indochina also had other, more complex industiie$ ss electrical and chemical production,
but they did not account for significant incort2.

The French believed conditions in Indochina wek®fable for developing an industrial
colony. The Annamites supplied an abundant skibédr force and some degree of purchasing
power. The colony also possessed an inexhaustiblsupply of coal and natural gas. As
mother country, France even gave Indochina a stabl&et in which to sell goods. Ultimately,
however, the economic progress did not help thegda. France’s agricultural policies forced
too many into poverty though the loss of land, tredharsh taxes imposed by the colonial

authority left the peasants too poor to purchasietfed goods'®

14 buong,Vietnamese Peasanfs7; RobequainThe Economic DevelopmelD-61, 65-66; Singer and Langdon,
Cultured Force 18-19.

115 RobequainThe Economic Developme2®4-245, 270, 275, 278, 283.

118 Dreifort, Myopic Grandeuy10; RobequairThe Economic Developme69, 290.

76



Although Indochina was traditionally agriculturdle French understood the importance
of expanding industry within the colony. The cads believed they could take developments
from the Industrial Revolution and apply them te tolony. In theory, industry could create
new jobs, give the Annamites disposable income praduce finished products from raw
materials harvested from the land. Yet too mudtesss from new industry could, the French
worried, lead to overpopulation in the cities asgle migrated to them for work, a problem the
colonists were already trying to combat. In factth the theory and the fear were overblown,
for the peasants did not flock to the cities segkiaw jobs. Poor working conditions, low pay,
and terrible treatment led most Annamites to renrathe fields:*’

An egregious example of new industry and abysmadlitmns was the Michelin Tire
Company. Given an enormous boost by the 1920srenltibe boom, Michelin created
thousands of jobs throughout the colony. The ruplantations provided the raw material, and
the company established production facilities altiple locations. Despite the job
opportunities, Michelin also became a symbol ofrporking conditions and malign treatment
of the Annamites. Most of its workers sufferednfirmalaria, dysentery, malnutrition, or a
combination of all three. Between 1917 and 1924000 out of 45,000 workers, more than one
in four, died from the atrocious conditions. Reamagg the problem, the French finally
instituted labor codes in 1936. These codes giaattéeast one day off per week, limited the
workday to eight hours, and forbade women and ehildrom working at night®

Of all the new industries, mining became one ofrttwest profitable. Although few

Annamites made their living as miners before Frearcival, the French soon convinced them of
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the potential wealth from the vast array of mined energy sources located deep beneath the
earth. In an attempt to boost the industry, then€ instituted a law on January 26, 1912,
granting anyone the authorization to prospect g mile in a location of his choosing. This
contract remained valid for three years, with thpartunity for it to become permanent,
providing the miner met the legal and financialuiegments. This law applied to all mines,
except petroleum and natural gas, which requiregiapregulations because of their value.

Coal quickly became the most valuable mined resouhs 1913, the French dug 501,000 tons of
coal; this number more than quadrupled to 2,308t0608 in 1937. The Indochinese themselves
became an essential part of French mining as @sadidabor not only in Indochina but also in
other French colonies. The Tonkinese were espeg@aiminent in of New Caledonia, where
they outworked the Chinese and coped with the raagiditions better than the Japan¥Se.

The introduction of industrialization and commulzald seizures introduced new classes,
which developed from the agricultural communityheTirst group was the bourgeoisie,
characterized by wealth, manners, and a Europeaagdn. These men were often wealthy
Annamites who seized the village communal landfi@is own and forced the peasants into
tenant farming. Many of the peasants then becamedor to pay their landlords and fled to the
cities to seek work in factories, mines, or publimrk projects. These peasants became known
as the proletarians. By the 1920s, nearly 7,080dhinese families were wealthy enough to
become members of the bourgeoisie, and they spesttahtheir time in the cities while
managers supervised their land. Although they trieemulate the French style of life, they
were still dependent upon the income provided leyr ttarms. Recognizing that the colonial
system provided the context for their new wealtleythad a low regard for practical political

activity and chose to do nothing about French oggom. Instead, they spent their energy on
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social enhancement through arranging their childrerarriages or organizing elaborate
functions. Below the bourgeoisie were smaller lards who chose tradition rather than trying
to fit in with the French and so were more attrgeto poor Annamites. Unfortunately, most of
these peasants failed to realize that their laddlstole money and land from them in an effort to
gain more wealth. One step lower, the “petit beorg,” shopkeepers and traders, understood
that that colonial system did not fit their nedalst they had no coherent political vision to
change it. Subsistence farmers were fortunateginnat to have landlords, and they grew
sufficient crops for themselves plus a little extraell. Some even saved enough money to hire
extra help during harvests. Because the thred¢lof was omnipresent to all of them, many
subsistence farmers organized credit associatms&gy afloat. The membership in these
associations remained limited to trustworthy famitiends, and neighbors. They produced a
small profit though sales that they split equdblyt it was enough to keep them out of debt and
away from tenant farming for a short time. Evefiyydowever, debt and taxes forced many of
subsistence farmers into tenant farming by 194% thB 1930s, nearly 70 percent of the
population was composed of poor peasants, teremisagricultural laborerg?

Despite progress in Indochina, the colonists hdidfigult time gaining broad support
from the population at home. French political erst blamed the low numbers of Frenchmen in
the colony on everything from classical educattomilitary service, to abuse of power, to a
lack of imagination. During the Second Empire iggoéns strongly believed that neither
Cochinchina nor Cambodia offered anything to Frastber than their strategic location to
China’s southern provinces. Under the Third Rejgubite Opportunist Party, in power during

the 1880s and 1890s, favored the expansion of mdadecause of its economic potential. As
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the years passed and success in the colony flectuather major political parties developed
their own colonial views. Socialists believed thaerseas expansion was a capitalist plot to gain
large profits, while monarchists denounced colesmalan expression of Jewish financial
interests. Conservatives feared that colonizgtlaged into Germany’s plans for France to
accept the loss of Alsace and Lorraine. Repubsiceamained divided over the issue. By the
turn of the twentieth century, much of the popwiatand many politicians turned towards anti-
colonialism because they came to view imperialisropression. Anti-colonialists argued that
France was responsible for forcing Indochina’s patssinto misery, ignorance, and debt. By
the interwar period, anti-colonialism gained monuemtas more believed imperialism to be
immoral. The newly formed Communist Party took ldeed. During the Great Depression,
however, a counter view emerged, arguing that ¢cthences could provide lacking resources to
the mother country and help solve economic probféms
Whatever their political view, as politicians begarerstanding the importance of the colonies
to the mother country, a debate raged among themt &low to rule the indigenous population.
Would assimilation or association be more bendftoi&rance as the colonial policy?
Assimilation would essentially strip the Annamitddocal traditions and customs in favor of a
new French identity, achievable through educatiochitecture, and dress. On the other hand,
association would take into account local custamani effort to work side by side with the local
population to achieve what was mutually best fahhgarties.

At first, colonial officials believed that assintilen would provide the best control over
the Annamites. The theory of assimilation datethaback as the late Roman Empire, with

Christians attempting to “Latinize” barbarians. the missionary movements of the late
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fifteenth and early sixteenth centuries developleel discovery of non-Christian worlds
encouraged assimilation on the spiritual level fmgeading the Christian faith. Assimilation
gained supporters from the French Revolution bexdusspired and encouraged the French to
spread their culture and their belief in equaliapoleon Bonaparte was skeptical, fearing that
assimilation would encouraged the colonies to edrby the same laws as the mother country.
They might then seek equality and control of tle@n government—and thus upset local
economies. As a result, the Napoleonic constiutio22 Frimaire, Year VIII declared that the
colonies be governed by a different code of 1&fs.

Opposition to assimilation gradually grew. By tha&l-nineteenth century, nationalism
and Social Darwinism emphasized the inequalitiesragithe races, leading to the conclusion
that races were incompatible with each other aatlg¢fuality, therefore, was no longer an
option. Other theories circulated that culture wesetic and not communicable from one race
to another. Native societies would have to evolveheir own and according to their own laws.
The belief that races developed at their own padbkdir own cultural environment sparked
outcries to change policy. By the late nineteamt early twentieth centuries, social thought
rejected assimilation as unscientific and harnduhtigenous groups. By the time of World
War |, France adopted association as the offiokirgal policy. Association was simple,
flexible, practical, and allowed for change andatawn in colonial policy. This doctrine
allowed geography, ethnic characteristic, and &te of social development to determine how
the French ruled. The two racial groups would ¢agste” with each other, work side by side
with the traditional village system (although thekch did manage to place some puppets within

the Annamite government system) and do what wasso@ed for each. The French took

122 Raymond E. BettdAssimilation and Association in French Colonial ®he 1890-1914Lincoln: University of
Nebraska Press, 1961), 10-11, 17, 26.
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responsibility for the indigenous population whigspecting their culture, customs, and existing
laws. Although this system worked better with theochinese than had assimilation,
association was based on mutual interests andritenot equality**

The French arrived in Indochina for selfish reasduos they did try to improve the status
and living conditions of the indigenous populattbrough transportation, industry, and
education. Their policy of assimilation, thougkeimded to spread equality, created many
problems. Although the French switched to assmeiayears of oppression took its toll on the
Annamites pushing them to resist the French. Aighorebellion was slow to develop and
organize, the Annamites prepared to take back abaititheir country. Their collective spirit,
combined with a historic ability to organize inimé¢ of need or defense, created a community
ready to defend their natidfi*

The Indochinese had a long history of defendingedves against other cultures,
invaders, and each other. Between 111 BC and €Bamdl again from 1407-1428, the
Annamites struggled against invasions and atteatpdemination by China. The Chinese
exerted their influence on the everyday lives eirtsubjects but did not attempt to assimilate
them. For two centuries, from 1504 to 1700, Indieghvas torn by internal struggles and fights
for the monarchy. Then, as European missionarieged in Southeast Asia, many Annamites
turned to Catholicism as a form of rebellion agargd and unjust Confucian practices and
traditions. Opposition to the French first emergealind 1862 because of xenophobia and
reactions from Confucian loyalists. After Franc&885 conquest of Annam, the resistance
became more organized. The initial request of¢bels was to restore the pre-colonial

Indochinese monarchy, but other events in Asia siscBhina’s Boxer Rebellion and Japan’s

123 Betts,Assimilation and AssociatioB-9 23, 59, 106-107, 120-121; Chafer and Saeds,,Propaganda and
Visions of Empire in Frangel71; Dreifort, Myopic Grandeuy 7.
124 Karnow, Vietnam 110-111.
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rise to military power influenced a demand amoreggAnnamites for equality among the
French'®®

The more France dominated and changed Indochieantiie unhappy the Annamites
became. Under French rule, the colonial admirtistnacontrolled all foreign relations, civil
administration, and trade customs. The Indochihaskeno freedom of the press, freedom of
expression, or freedom of movement—special perweti® required to leave the country. As a
result, most Annamites felt trapped in their homdlaBut from outside, anti-colonial influences
slowly began to make their way into Indochina. tBg twentieth century, the works of
eighteenth-century French philosophers, the Ameri2aclaration of Independence, and
France’s Declaration of the Rights of Man arrivedhie hands of the Indochinese elite through
Chinese translations. Soon, works of Karl ManGHWells, Charles Darwin, and other
economists and political scientists were translatemiquoc ngufor Annamites to reatf®

Through the influx of new reading material, Indo@is intellectuals of the 1920s and

1930s developed interests in global affairs as paetp about fascism, anti-communism, and
anti-Semitism circulated throughout the countrygrAup known as the “new intelligentsia”
emerged. Unlike other social groups, neither statur wealth made one a member—what
mattered was one’s state of mind. The new intatiigia members were committed to reading,
writing, and thinking about change. Concurrentiyher Annamites revived an interest in heroes,

both local and international, past and presentadees of past struggles against the Chinese and

French were regarded great reverence. Whethesdédoon the future or the past, all agreed that

15D R. SarDesaVietnam: Past and PresefBoulder: Westview Press, 1998), 43-44; Yeage Vietnamese
Novel| 14, 17.
126 Marr, Vietnamese Traditiqr252; SarDesaVietnam 16; YeagerThe Vietnamese Novdl7.
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Indochina could not return to pre-colonial ways—mench had destroyed too much tradition—
but major changes were needed for their commuaisutvive'?’

Intellectuals and rebels developed into resistgnoaps, but they lacked unification,
were isolated, and neglected any political effartsobilize the general population. As a result,
the French easily crushed any rebellions, but cae ravolutionized Annamite resistance. In the
1920s, Ho Chi Minh mobilized several Indochinesglshts studying in southern China into a
group he called th&han Nien Cach Mang Dong Chi Haine Revolutionary Youth League,
which issued writings calling for change, yet reneal organized in small cells to avoid
detection by French officials. When the Great [@spion hit the colony in the early 1930s,
economic crisis forced down rice and rubber pricasproduction, and sparked strikes. Ho Chi
Minh took this opportunity to rally the three riva Communist factions within Indochina to
form a single cohesive group called the Indochir@sammunist Party. It called for
independence from France and for the formationmbéetarian government. As the Depression
appeared to ease, World War Il broke out. In 1848nce faced invasion by Germany at home
and by Japan in Indochina. After conquering Indoghthe Japanese forces moved further
south, forcing the British from Malay, the Dutclorin Indonesia, and the United States from the
Philippines. One Asian nation single-handedly ig®td European colonialism. Ho Chi Minh
recognized the moment to act. He formed one la@gtrozation, led by the Communists, which
sealed the fate of French rule in Indochina. Hkeddis new groupyiet Nam Doc Lap Dong

Minh, the Vietnam Independence League, or simply thegnvinh!?®

127 Marr, Vietnamese Traditiqr81, 252, 340.
128 karnow, Vietnam 121, 135-138.
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Conclusion

Regardless of how hard the French tried to implse thodern, European style of life
upon the inhabitants of their Indochinese colohg, lives of the Annamites could never truly
change to what the French imagined. Much of tidedhinese culture remained strong, bound
by tradition and community. Although French infhee and intervention destroyed a lot of the
tradition, the Annamites rose up against the cslgribecause thousands of years of attempted
conquest by other nations taught them the mechanigressary to defend themselves. The
uprisings against the French were not an overrdgbtirrence. Years of oppression by the
colonizers, coupled with drastic changes in lanpsa@nd culture, led the Annamites to seek
their independence.
The French presence in Southeast Asia began intipeéth the arrival of missionaries on a
guest to spread the word of God. These holy mamerted many Annamites to Christianity
while facing persecution from disapproving emperdree emperors feared that if they let the
missionaries into their country, other Europeanslaiéollow and attempt to conquer. They
were correct. As with most European missionary emeents, these practices and conversions
paved the way for travelers and traders who imntelyiaecognized the potential of profit in the
area. As more Frenchmen moved to Indochina, thidilary presence increased to defend
Europeans and to overwhelm Annamite resistancémbliely, the French conquered and
claimed Annam, Tonkin, Cochinchina, Laos, and Cadlidoas their own.

Although other European countries continued to inatize the world, the French
colonists and supporters constantly had to justi&r reasons for colonization among their
fellow citizens. The most common reasons theyreffevere boosting the economy of France,

asserting that the French were a superior racepaniding a “civilizing mission.” Whatever
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the justification, the colonizers needed to findegpropriate way to govern the colony. Because
the 1789 Revolution preached liberty, equality, &aternity, the French applied these ideas to
their colonies overseas. The resulting policyssimilation disregarded all Annamite traditions
in favor of turning the Indochinese into Frenchmémfortunately, this practice shattered
Indochinese customs, and the destruction resuitaddangerous backlash.
Indochina quickly became an example of how noutoa colony, especially because it fell into
debt, forcing the mother country to lose moneyrtiately, Paul Doumer’s arrival as governor-
general turned the situation around. He receivgahat of 200 million francs in 1898 to alter
and improve the colonial infrastructure. If théary’s economic production became more
efficient, Indochina could produce a profit and m&kance wealthier. Although the lack of
planning, inflation, and abuses of power forceddbieny to lose money, Doumer’s plans
provided the colony with a step in the right direct

In 1912, Indochina received a second chance toaymofit through a grant of 90 million
francs from the French government in Paris. TdasIprovided money for internal
improvements such as irrigation, transportatiomcation, health care, and communication. The
French used the railroads to unite the entire gotdreaply, quickly, and effectively. Engineers
built roads where they could not build railroad®rder to aid transportation, industry, and
farming. These roads, like the railroads, intrudagrecious Annamite farmland out of French
convenience, leaving the peasants with little raornive or to grow their crops. Additionally,
most peasants could not afford to ride the railspatid no peasants could afford cars. As the
colonists constructed new transportation methodsitfhout Indochina, many peasants were
forced off their land to make way for roads, raalds, and irrigation projects. Rich Frenchmen

or even other Annamites often seized the commuamald for their own farms and large estates,
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forcing most peasants into tenant farming, homakess or into the cities to work in the
appalling factory conditions.

Other improvements within the colony designed sspgdty to help the Annamites as
well as the French included education. In realitfle good came to the Indochinese through the
French school system. In theory, education waslteate the Annamites in the way of the
French and to unify the nation—and did so to aemxthrough the spread of quoc ngu.
Unfortunately, the education system imposed orrtdechinese only reinforced the myth that
Asians were an inferior race and could advance ttmtyugh French rule. The Annamites
received censored textbooks to prevent any antingal influences from infiltrating the schools,
and they needed special permission to pursue egeofducation abroad. The literacy level fell
drastically after French arrival because studeistsoditinued their education rather than travel
the long distances to school. Although some Antesrdid receive college degrees, they could
not receive the same level of pay in the workfasd-renchmen.

Although the French intended to help advance thedhinese society through a so-
called civilizing mission, almost everything domethe colony was solely to benefit the mother
country. The attempted transformations of the $aage and of the people in Indochina
destroyed native customs and traditions in fava néw French style of life that left a
generation of Annamites too French for the Indoeb@&and yet too Indochinese for the French.
As new social classes developed and as new literatade its way through the boarders,
Annamite intellectuals began truly to understareldavastating effects of French influence on
their society. Something had to change. Unfottielgaas most often in the struggle for

independence, change meant war.
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