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ABSTRACT

This dissertation examines the main features of the social and economic life of the district
of Antakya between 1750 and 1840 to essentially understand the characteristics of the daily life
of society, administration, political developments, and economic activities in this particular city.
While elucidating the city administration, demography, neighborhood life, trade, marketplace,
guilds, religious minorities, women, children, and the politics of notables in the district of
Antakya between 1750 and 1840; my observations revealed the main aspects of social,
economic, and politic life of the city of Antakya- one of the most important religious, political,
and commercial centers in the classical world under the Ottoman Empire. Even though this study
conveys some of the complexities and patterns of local society, the conceptional framework and
methodology it proposes, the sources it uses, and the questions it addresses are relevant to the
history of other communities in the Levant and Southeast Anatolia as well as other mid-sized

towns in the Ottoman Empire, which shared much in common with Antakya.
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INTRODUCTION

"it seems to me that one of the most pleasing things in cities, and one of the most useful,
is meetings and mixing with other people... Indeed, if a man had the idea of traveling all over
earth with a concern not to see how individual cities looked but to learn their individual ways,
Antioch would fulfill his purpose and save him from journeying. If he sits in our marketplace, he

will sample every city; there will be so many people from each place with whom he can talk."?
Libanius?

Antakya, better known as Antioch by those living outside of Turkey, was an important
religious, economic, and cultural center in the classical world. Classical age Antakya attracted
the attention of scholars, who published dozens of books on the city, but there is no
comprehensive work dealing with the social, economic, and political history of the city after the
14™ century. After the conquest of the Mamluks in 1268, the city lost all its importance of being
a cultural, economic, and religious center, and degraded to a small city, which made it seemingly
unattractive; hence, often overlooked research topic for historians. Under the Ottoman Empire,
the social and economic life of the city improved, and Antakya transformed into a mid-size
Ottoman city-the seat of a provincial district (kaza), which consisted of 5 sub-districts (nahiyes) -
Kuseyr, Altinozii, Cebel-i Akra, Siiveydiye, and Sugur, which the last one was separated from
the district of Antakya in the 17" century. Many spheres of life in medium-size and small towns,

which constituted a large majority of the urban settlements in the Ottoman Empire, remain

! Christine Kondoleon, Antioch: The Lost Ancient City. (Princeton: Princeton University Press,
2000), 11
2 Libanius was a teacher of emperors and Christian bishop who served in Antioch in the 4"
century.
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poorly known. Besides being a good representation of a mid-size Ottoman town, Antakya is a
good case to research since its population in urban and rural hinterlands were ethnically,
culturally, and linguistically different. It is for this precise reason that my interest in the city of
Antakya has evolved into writing a political, social, and economic history of the city under the
Ottoman Empire. This dissertation aims to fill that gap by examining the social and economic

life of the district of Antakya between 1750 and 1840.

Many aspects of the social, economic, political, and cultural history of Antakya under the
Ottoman Empire have not been comprehensively studied by scholars. It is hard to find a
comprehensive work dealing with neighborhood life, the trade, market organization, guilds,
family life, women, children, the legal system, and judicial practice, while the administration of
these towns, notably politics, European trade, and the religious minorities have attracted more
research. This study seeks to fill these gaps in Antakya’s history. It will illustrate Antakya’s way
of life and experiences, and will demonstrate the forces that shaped its dynamics and realities by
examining the political history, the city administration, demography, neighborhood life, the
trade, marketplace, guilds, the religious minorities, women, children, and the politics and power
of notables in the district of Antakya between 1750 and 1840. Even though this study conveys
some of the complexities and patterns of local society, the conceptional framework and
methodology it proposes, the sources it uses, and the questions it addresses are relevant to the
history of other communities in the Levant and Southeast Anatolia, which shared much in

common with Antakya.

The period under evaluation was the time when the Ottoman Empire experienced socio-
economic changes, which deeply affected the administrative, military, commercial, and

diplomatic sectors of the empire. The continuous defeats on the European fronts in the 18"
2



century, and the invasion of Egypt by Napoleon’s army in 1798 alarmed the Ottoman rulers. The
Ottoman administration found the solution in reorganizing empire’s army, administration, and
society along the Western model, which came to be considered the path to success. During that
period, Selim 111 (1789-1807), Mahmud Il (1808-1839), and Abdulmecid | (1839-1861)
implemented reform programs with the aim of modernizing the Ottoman army and other
institutions as well as providing equal rights to all Ottoman subjects. In addition, there was a
regional reform applied by the Egyptian governor, who occupied and ruled the Syrian provinces
of the Ottoman Empire, including the district of Antakya, during the 1830s. The reforms applied
by the Egyptian government is believed to be more advanced and well organized that the
Ottoman reforms that had been applied in the region until the 1830s, and prepared the basis for
the coming reforms of the Tanzimat period, 1839-1876. This dissertation examines to what
extent the pre-Tanzimat reforms and developments affected the social, economic, and political
life of the district of Antakya, and the reaction of the local communities to these reforms. In
addition, even though the dissertation covers, the years between 1750 and 1840, in some cases |
have provided some examples from the 1850s in order to point out some of the early effects of
the Tanzimat reforms, especially on the issues of church construction and equality between

Muslims and non-Muslims in the district of Antakya.

A city like Antakya located in the border lands between Syria and Anatolia poses
interesting questions in relation to identities and historical conceptualization in the post-Ottoman
world, which are shaped by nation-state and linguistic boundaries. However, these
conceptualizations cannot firmly place the district of Antakya in either Anatolian or Syrian
history as the city hosted people from both cultural and linguistic zones. While the city proper of

the district of Antakya featured the characteristics of an Anatolian city, the sub-districts of
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Stveydiye and Cebel-i Akra mostly showed Syrian characteristics since most of the population
living in these regions were ethnically Arab and spoke Arabic. Due to that fact this study is
conversant with both the literature on Ottoman Anatolia and the literature on Arab provinces,

with which the town had strong ties.

Antakya has great historical significance for Christianity as St. Peter, Paul, and Barnabas
preached in the city in the first century A.D., and the term Christian was first used in that city to
describe the Disciplines of Christ. Therefore, Antioch has been a popular research subject among
scholars who conduct research on the history of early Christianity, Church history, and the
Christian teaching.® The city was one of the largest cities under the Roman Empire as its
population exceeded half a million, and it also had all services and amenities of a big city.* Thus,
the history of Antioch under the Roman and Byzantine Empires has been a popular research

subject as well.> However, after the collapse of the Roman Empire and during the long decline of

8 Raymond Edward Brown, Antioch and Rome: New Testament Cradles of Catholic Christianity.
(New York: Paulist Press, 1983); Gregory Vall, Learning Christ: Ignatus of Antioch and the
Mystery of Redemption. (Washington: Catholic University of America Press, 2013); Nicholas
Taylor, Paul, Antioch and Jerusalem: A Study in Relationships and Authority in Earliest
Christianity. (London: Bloomsbury, 2015); Michelle Slee, The Church in Antioch in the First
Century CE: Communion and Conflict. (London; New York: Sheffield Academic Press, 2003);
Magnus Zatterholm, The Formation of Christianity in Antioch: A Social-Scientific Approach to
the Separation between Judaism and Christianity. (London: Routledge, 2005); R. V. Sellers,
Eustathius of Antioch: and His Place in the Early History of Christian Doctrine. (Cambridge:
Cambridge University Press, 2014); Christine Shepardson, Controlling Contested Places: Late
Antique Antioch and the Spatial Politics of Religious Controversy. (Berkeley: University of
California Press, 2014); Raffaella Cribiore, The School of Libanius in late Antique Antioch.
(Princeton: Princeton University Press, 2007).
* Resat Kasaba, “Diversity in Antakya: A Historical Perspective.” In The Mediterranean World:
The Idea, the Past, and the Present. Ed. By Kudret Emiroglu, Oktay Ozel, Eyiip Ozveren, Suha
Unsal. (Istanbul: lletisim Yayinlari, 2006), 207.
® George Haddad, Aspects of Social Life in Antioch in the Hellenistic-Roman Period. (Chicago:
Hafner Publishing Company, 1949); Glanville Downey, A History of Antioch in Syria from
Seleucus to the Arab Conquest. (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1961); Edmund
Bouchier, A Short History of Antioch, 300 B.C.- A.D. 1268. (London: Oxford, 1921); Gurkan

4



the Byzantine Empire, the city was repeatedly attacked by Arabs, Turks, and Crusaders, which
led to the loss of its wealth and prominence. The city became a "non-place™ after the Mamluk
occupation, which caused the city to lose its popularity among historians. Under Ottoman rule,
the social and economic life of the city regained its strength; however, it never came to enjoy the

wealth and prominence that it had had under the Roman Empire.

Historical research on Ottoman cities has been a popular subject among scholars since the
1960s. Most of these studies were on major cities, which served as political, commercial, and
religious centers, such as Istanbul, Aleppo, Cairo, Jerusalem, Izmir, and Damascus. The reasons
behind the attraction of the scholars to study these cities have been availability of fruitful
sources, such as the collections of biographies and chronicles, and the realization that the
Ottoman court records could provide significant information for understanding the social
structure of Ottoman cities. Once Abdul-Karim Rafek, Andre Raymond, Suraiya Faroghi, and
Ronald Jennings had demostrated how crucial the Ottoman court records are in revealing the
history of urban masses, a number of scholars began to use them to recover the histories of

Ottoman major urban centers of Anatolia, Middle East and Balkans.®

Bahadir, “The Transformation of the Socio-Political Structure in the Beginning of the Islamic
Reign in Antioch.” (The Journal of Academic Social Science Studies, Vol. 6, Issue 7, July 2013);
John Hugo Wolfgang Gideon Liebeschuetz, Antioch: City and Imperial Administration in the
later Roman Empire. (Oxford:Clarendon Press, 1972); Raffaella Cribiore, The School of
Libanius in Late Antique Antioch. (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 2007); Glanville
Downey, Ancient Antioch. (Princeton, New Jersey: Princeton University Press, 1963); Richard
McAlee, The Coins of Roman Antioch. (Lancaster: Classical Numismatic Group, 2007);
Glanville Downey, Antioch in the Age of Theodosius the Great. (Norman: University of
Oklahoma Press, 1962); Andrea U De Giorgi, Ancient Antioch: From the Seleucid Era to the
Islamic Conquest. (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2016);
® Abdul-Karim Rafeq, The Province of Damascus, 1723-1783. (Beirut, 1966); Andre Raymond,
Artisans et Commercants au Caire au XVIII siécle, 2 vols. (Damascus, 1973); Suraiya Faroghi,
Towns and Townsmen of Ottoman Anatolia: Trade, Crafts and Food Production in an Urban
Settings, 1520-1650. (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1984); Ronald C. Jennings,
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Such scholarly works have refined our knowledge of Ottoman cities, demonstrated their
diversity, indicated similarities and differences among them, and contributed to our collective
understanding of urban life in some of the most important Ottoman cities. As mentioned earlier,
the majority of these studies focused on large cities, like Aleppo, Cairo, Damascus, Jerusalem,
and Izmir.” However, these major political, religious and commercial centers do not exactly
represent the typical Ottoman provincial world as medium-sized towns whose population was
between 15,000 and 50,000 in the 18" and 19" centuries, constituted the majority of the urban
areas in the Ottoman provinces. These medium-sized towns stood mostly outside the core lands
of the Ottoman empire, and because of this, the central administration did not have a reason to

pay special attention to the control of the city, and did not also have the purpose of being part of

“Loans and Credit in Early 17th Century Ottoman Judicial Records: The Sharia court of
Anatolian Kayseri,” Journal of the Economic and Social History of the Orient, 16 (1973);
“Urban Population in Anatolia in the Sixteenth Century: A Study of Kayseri, Karaman, Amasya,
Trabzon, and Erzurum,” International Journal of Middle East Studies, 7, (1976); “Kadi, Court
and Legal Procedure in Seventeenth-Century Ottoman Kayseri,” Studia Islamica, 48, (1978).
7 On Aleppo, Abraham Marcus, Middle East on the Eve of Modernity. (New York: Columbia
University Press, 1989); Bruce Master, The Origins of Western Economic Dominance in the
Middle East: Mercantilism and the Islamic Economy in Aleppo, 1600-1750. (New York: New
York University Press, 1988); Margaret L. Meriwether, The Kin Who Count, Family and Society
in Ottoman Aleppo, 1770-1840. (Austin: University of Texas Press, 1999); Charles L. Wilkins,
Forging Urban Solidarities: Ottoman Aleppo, 1640-1700. (Leiden; Boston: Brill, 2010). On
Damascus: Karl Barbir, Ottoman Rule in Damascus. (Princeton: Princeton University Press,
1980); James Reilly, “Damascus Merchants and Trade in the Transition to Capitalism,”
Canadian Jouurnal of History, 27, (1992); Richard Van Leeuwen, Waqf and Urban Structures:
the Case of Damascus. (Leiden; Boston: Brill, 1999); Brigitte Marino, Le faubourg du Midan a
Damas a I'époque Ottomane : espace urbain, societe et habitat (1742-1830). (Damascus: Presses
de I'lfpo, 1997); On Jerusalem: Amnon Cohen, Economic Life in Ottoman Jerusalem.
(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2002); and The Guilds of Ottoman Jerusalem.
(Leiden: Brill, 2004); Dror Ze’evi, An Ottoman Century: The District of Jerusalem in the 1600s.
(Albany: State University of New York Press, 1996); On Izmir, Sibel Zandi Sayek, Ottoman
Izmir: The Rise of Cosmopolitan Port, 1840-1880. (Minnesota: University of Minnesota Press,
2012); Daniel Goffman, Izmir and the Levantine World,1550-1650. (Washington: University of
Washington Press: 1990); Edhem Eldem, Daniel Goffman, and Bruce Masters, The Ottoman City
between East and West: Aleppo, Izmir, and Istanbul. (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press,
1999).
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the day-to-day business of the town because of the distance.® Lately, some scholars have
conducted comprehensive research on mid-size Ottoman cities, which helped to develop several

themes about Ottoman urban institutions and structures.®

Being a mid-sized Ottoman urban center, the social and economic history of the district
of Antakya between the 16™ and 19" centuries has received only limited attention by some
Turkish scholars. Some of these studies constitute little more than undigested raw material,
others avoid comparative perspectives, and ventures at making an argument are few and crude.
However, recently some scholars produced more balanced topical studies on the society and
economy of the district of Antakya by using Ottoman cadastral surveys (tapu-tahrir registers),
court records, and central governmental records.! With the resourceful use of the court records

of Antakya, these scholars portray the demography and administration of the district, the

8 Hiilya Canbakal, Society and Politics in an Ottoman Town: Ayintab in the 17" Century.
(Boston: Brill, 2007),., 4-5.
% James A.Reilly, A Small Town in Syria: Ottoman Hama in the Eighteenth and Nineteenth
Centuries. (Berlin: Lang, 2002); Canbakal, Society and Politics in an Ottoman Town: Ayintab in
the 17th Century; Leslie Peirce, Morality Tales: Law and Gender in the Ottoman Court of
Aintab. (University of California Press, 2003); Boga¢ A. Ergene, Local Court, Provincial Society
and Justice in the Ottoman Empire: Legal Practice and Dispute Resolution in Cankirt and
Kastamonu (1652-1744). (Leiden; Boston: Brill, 2003); Heath Lowry, “The Ottoman Tahrir
Defters as a Source for Urban Demographic History: The Case Study of Trabzon (1486-1583)”
(Unpublished Ph.D. Dissertation, University of California at Los Angeles, 1977).
10 Rifat Ozdemir, Antakya Esnaf Teskilat: (1709-1860), (Antakya: Mustafa Kemal Universitesi
Yaymevi, 2002); Mehmet Tekin, Hatay Tarihi Osmanli Donemi, (Ankara 2000); Mehmet Tekin,
“Osmanli Doneminde Hatay.” Guneyde Kultur Dergisi, Ocak-Subat (2000).
11 Ahmet Giindiiz, 16. Yiizyilda Antakya Kazas: (1550-1584), (Antakya: Mustafa Kemal
Universitesi Yayinlari, 2009); Dogan Giin, XVIII. Yuzyilda Antakya’nin Sosyal ve Ekonomik
Yapisi (1708-1777). (Elazig: Firat Universitesi Yayinlari, 2012); Abdulkadir Gil, "Antakya
Kazasinin Sosyal ve Ekonomik Yapisi (1709-1806)." (Erzurum: Ataturk Universitesi,
Unpublished P.hD. Dissertation, 2008); Adem Kara, “XI1X Yuzyilin ilk Yarisinda Antakya
(1800-1850)”, (Ankara: Ankara Universitesi Unpublished Ph.D. Dissertation, 2004); Rifat
Ozdemir, “Osmanli Doneminde Antakya’nin Fiziki ve Demografik Yapisi 1705-1860”, Belleten,
c. LVIII, Nisan (1994); Dogan Giin, “XVIII. Yuzyilda Antakya’da Seyhlerin Koylerdeki
Idarecilik Fonksyonlari”, Ankara Universitesi Tarih Arastirmalari Dergisi, v.24/37, (2005).
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economy and taxation regime in Antakya, but they do not delve into detail on some significant
themes, which are important to portray the social, economic, and political life in the district of
Antakya in the 18" and 19'" centuries. The religious and ethnic minorities, the politics of
notables, neighborhood life, family life, women, the legal system, and market organization were
either not mentioned at all or were not comprehensively discussed in the studies of these
scholars. This study seeks to fill these significant gaps in the district’s history by extensive usage
of kadi court records, tax registers, Ottoman governmental records, travelers’ accounts, and

secondary sources written in various languages.

Social historians of the Ottoman Empire have relied heavily on the court registers. The
Ottoman court registers contain the kadi’s rulings, registry of disputes and settlements, fetvas,
imperial edicts, and documents that were issued to the office of the kadi by other administrative
branches. These records offer an incomparable repository of information on subjects of the
empire, but the historical value of the court records for the understanding of social and economic
history has been only recently realized by scholars. The numbers of monographs that have
benefited from court registers have increased in the last three decades. Beside serving as courts,
the Ottoman courts served as notarial offices where the dwellers of the town drew up contracts
and deeds, and as busy administrative agencies that dealt with many kinds of official business in
the city and the respective province. Women and men from various social strata visited courts to
register businesses and settle litigation related to various matters, such as sales of homes,
commercial dealings, loans and credit, divorce, child custody and support, marriage payments,
inheritance, market and guild regulations, charitable endowments, business partnerships,
officials’ abuses, crime, and conversion to Islam. These records depict a rich picture of how

society worked, with its daily practices, conflicts, accidents, and strategies, which characterized
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daily life in Ottoman towns. All these individual cases and requests, written in Ottoman Turkish,
were recorded chronologically in the official court registers, but without regard to any topical
order. That is why, this study combines some conventional thematic readings of the court

registers with a simple database analysis

The primary source of information of this dissertation will be the court records of
Antakya from the 18" and 19" centuries. In this dissertation, | study sixteen volumes of court
records of the district of Antakya, and three volumes of the Registers of Imperial orders for the
governorate general of Aleppo (part of which Antakya and its sub-districts were) (Halep Ahkam
Defterleri) between the years of 1751-1797, which contain thousands of individual entries. The
sixteen volumes of Antakya court records studied in this dissertation span the years between
1708 and 1863. The sixteen volumes of the court records of Antakya do not provide a continuous
series as | prefer to study one or two volumes of the records of each decade instead of studying
all the volumes, which are 24 volumes, between 1709 and 1840. As we will see in chapter six,
the court records of Antakya offer only few documents that relate to social and economic
problems caused by notables, so I decided to study the Command Registers of the province of
Aleppo (Haleb Ahkam Defterleri), which contain a much greater number of documents related to

the subject.

I also conducted research in the Prime Ministry Ottoman Archives (Basbakanlik Osmanli
Arsivi) in Istanbul in which imperial edicts, warrants, rescripts and mandates have been
preserved. During my research, | had the chance to examine several document collections, some
of which are Cevded Adliye, Cevded Dahiliye, Cevded Maliye, Cevded Zaptiye, Hatt-1

Hiimayun, Sadaret Umum Vilayet Evraki, Iradeler Hariciyye, Iradeler Dahiliyye collections, to



complement my understanding of the social, economic, and political life of dwellers of the

district of Antakya.

| also found a number of Western accounts that were composed between 18" and 19™
centuries. Travelers who visited the Ottoman Empire between 15" and 19" centuries can be
divided into several groups. The first group is foreign diplomats who came to do business on the
Ottoman Empire. They composed their own accounts from the 15" century onward, and their
accounts offer extensive description of both the cities that they lived in and the route leading
there. From the 16" century onwards, another significant group of travel writers who were
pilgrims came to be very active in the Ottoman lands.!2 The accounts of these travelers mostly
portray the Holy Places and the neighboring cities. As Antakya was located on the pilgrimage
route, many of these travelers passed by the city to reach their destination. Apart from pilgrims
and diplomats, European merchants were the most numerous group of travelers that traveled to
the Ottoman Empire before the 19" century. Another important group that travelled to the
Ottoman territories was that of missionaries. A substantial number of Catholic missionaries
visited the Ottoman Empire in the 17" century, but by far the most voluminous missionary
publications were made by Protestant missionaries who were very active in different regions of
the Empire in the 19" century.*® During the same time, a new travel literature in the English
language emerged. Many individuals, including missionaries or other clergymen, diplomats,
journalists, and educators carried out the American version of the Grand Tour to explore places,

cultures, and societies living in the Ottoman Empire.**

12 Suraiya Faroghi, Approaching Ottoman History: An Introduction to the Sources. (Cambridge:

Cambridge University Press, 2004), 112-114.

13 1bid., 118-120.

14 Maria Todorova, Imagining the Balkans. (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2009), 102-103.
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It is necessary to discuss in brief the approach of some of the travelers towards
communities in the Ottoman Empire. Some European travelers regarded Middle Eastern and
Anatolian contemporaries as the uncivilized dwellers of a land of ancient civilizations, and thus,
they implied that the inhabitants of these regions did not deserve to control these areas. In
addition, religious and ethnic biases of European travelers further complicate the picture painted
by them. Moreover, many of these travelers, especially those who came to the region before the
19" century, did not know either Ottoman Turkish or Arabic. Thus, these people had to rely on
people who spoke their languages, which usually meant that they derived many of their stories
regarding Muslims or other heterodox groups, as well as Turks and Arabs, from Ottoman
Christians.® The travelers and missionaries who usually could not become part and parcel of
society interacted with the communities in the region in which they travelled, and they mostly
used speculative knowledge that they obtained from neighborhoods. However, it must be
mentioned that there are substantial differences within and between the various Western
discussions of the Middle East and communities living in Antakya in particular. All in all, after
examining travelers’ accounts that | used in my dissertation to portray the social, economic, and
political life of the district of Antakya, | am convinced that many of these accounts constitute a
very significant and valuable part of the source base for the Middle East studies. Without these
important travel accounts produced by German, French, British, and American travelers, | would
not have been able to take on many topics, such as minorities or social and economic life in rural

areas of the district of Antakya.

15 Faroghi, Approaching Ottoman History: An Introduction to the Sources, 141.
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These accounts are important for the purposes of my dissertation since they provide the
kind of information about culture, tradition, economic activities, political developments, and
demography of Antakya that we do not find in the Ottoman court records or other archival
sources.'® They are also important as their observations shed a light on ethnic and religious
groups living in the rural hinterlands of the respective district. As names of members of these
communities, namely Greek Orthodox, Armenians, and Alawis do not appear as often as Sunni
Muslims in the court registers of Antakya, one should mostly rely on the travelers’ accounts to
examine the social, economic, and cultural life of these communities. In addition, these sources
approach the social, economic, and political developments of the time from different

perspectives.

16 John Macdonald Kinneir, Journey Through Asia Minor, Armenia, and Koordistan, in the
Years 1813 and 1814; with the Remarks on the Marches of Alexander, and Retreat of the Ten
Thousand. (London: John Murray, Albemarle-Street, 1818); Fred Arthur Neale, Evenings at
Antioch. (London: Eyre and Williams, 1854); W. H. Bartlett, Syria, The Holy Land, Asia Minor.
(London; Paris; America: Fisher Son, vol. I, 1836); Robert Walpole, Travels in Various
Countries of the East. (London: Longman, Hurst, Rees, Orme, and Brown, 1820); Fred Arthur
Neale, Eight Years in Syria, Palestine, and Asia Minor from 1842 to 1850. (London: Colnburn
and CO. Publishers, Vol. 11, 1851); J.R. Wellsted, Travels to the City of the Caliphs, vol. I
(London, 1840); Frederick Walpole, The Ansayrii and Assassins: With Travels in the Further
East in 1850 to 1851. Including a Visit to Nineveh Part Three. (Kessinger Publishing, 2004);
Samuel Lyde, Ansyreeh and Ismaeleeh: A Visit to the Secret Sects of Northern Syria. (London:
Hurst and Blackett Publishers, 1853); Bernard H. Springett, Secret Sects of Syria and Lebanon.
(London: George Allen and Unwin Ltd. 1922); James Silk Buckingham, Travels Among the
Arab Tribes Inhabiting the Countries East of Syria and Palestine. (London, 1825); Richard
Pococke, A Description of the East and Some Other Countries, vol. Il, part I, Observations on
Palestine or the Holy Land, Syria, Mesopotamia, Cyprus, and Candia. (London, 1745); George
Robinson, Travels in Palestine and Syria. (London, vol. n, 1837); Eusebe de Salle,
Peregrinations en Orient ou voyage pittoresque, historique et politique en Egypte, Nubie, Syrie,
Turquie, Grice pendant les annies 1837-38-39, (Paris, 2nd ed., vol. I, 1840); Carsten Niebuhr,
Reisebeschreibung Nach Arabien und Anderen Umliegenden Landern. (Hamburg, 1837); Ali
Bey, Travels of Ali Bey : in Morocco, Tripoli, Cyprus, Egypt, Arabia, Syria, and Turkey,
Between the Years 1803 and 1807. (London: Longman,Hursts, Bees, Orme, and Brown, 1816);
William Francis Ainsworth, A personal Narrative of the Euphrates Expedition. (Londra: Kegan
Paul, Trench and Co., 1888).
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The dissertation is divided into six chapters. In the first chapter, I discuss briefly the
history of the city of Antakya during three periods: from the establishment of the city to the
Ottoman occupation, the Ottoman rule between 1517 and 1832, and the Egyptian invasion
between 1832 and 1840. In the first part | evaluate the social, economic, and religious
importance of the city under the Roman and Byzantine Empires in order to demonstrate its
significance for ancient history and the history of early Christianity. The cosmopolitan
population, strategic position, extensive commercial connections, and political significance made
Antakya a natural focus for both the accumulation and diffusion of ideas, but the city lost its
wealth and cosmopolitan characteristics after the Mamluk occupation in the 13" century. |
specifically explore the Islamization of the city after the Mamluk occupation by indicating some
of the policies that were applied by the new regime, which degraded the city from a wealthy and
prominent city to "non-place”. In the second part of this chapter, I discuss the transformation of
the city from "non-place” to medium-size Ottoman city in the context of general historical
developments in the Ottoman Empire between the 16" and 19" centuries. In the last part of the
chapter, I argue that the Egyptian invasion of the city greatly disrupted the political, social, and

economic life in the district of Antakya between 1832 and 1840.

In the second chapter | examine the administrative structure of the district and its
administrators with an emphasis on its relative significance within the imperial system, and the
physical parameters of urban life, including demography and neighborhood life in the 18" and
19" centuries. The administrative status of the district of Antakya, religious and ethnic structures
of the city proper and sub-districts, mixed neighborhoods and privacy, and the administrators of

the district are the main subjects of this chapter.
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The third chapter examines the economy in the district of Antakya. After providing an
overview of the social and economic transformation in the Ottoman Empire in the 16" and 17"
centuries, | discuss the impact of that transformation in Antakya by showing particular interest in
trade, guild organizations, market regulations, and taxation in the district of Antakya between
1750 and 1840. First of all, | examine trade in Antakya by emphasizing the role of the city in the
Levant trade, the activities of British merchants in the city, and local and foreign merchants and
their activities between 1750 and 1840. After the discussion of trade and its impact on the
district economy, | examine in detail artisans’ activities, relations, how artisans were able to
adapt themselves to the changing economic conditions of the period, and the state’s efforts for
market regulation. In addition, | also analyze the Janissaries’ involvement in various economic
activities, and the interactions between Janissaries and artisans. Finally, | focus on some of the
basic taxes collected in the district, the rates of these taxes, tax-collection methods, and the
burden of these taxes on the tax-paying population. Unfortunately, this chapter rarely deals with
peasants and agricultural activities as many aspects of peasants’ lives and agricultural activities

are so poorly documented.

In the fourth chapter | examine the social and economic life of the most significant
minorities in the district -Greek Orthodox, Armenians, and Alawis. The beginning of this chapter
is devoted to a discussion of the millet system, Ottoman tolerance and the idea of
intercommunality as a way to manage diversity in the empire, and the Ottoman’s low-tolerance
approach towards non-Sunni Muslim minorities between the 15" and the 19"" centuries. After
this overview of the general Ottoman approach to minorities, | focus on the minorities living in
the district of Antakya by examining the areas they inhabited, their social and economic life, the

relationship between the Ottoman government and the representatives of these communities,
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their relations with each other and the Sunni population, and the discrimination that they faced.
Furthermore, | also discuss the Patriarchate of Antioch between the 15" and the 19" centuries, its
economic resources and administration, and its responsibilities for protection of the rights of

Greek Orthodox living under its jurisdiction.

The fifth chapter is devoted the discussion of the social and economic life of women in
the district of Antakya. In this chapter | examine marriage and its legal conceptualization and
process, polygamous marriage and its frequency in the district of Antakya, childbirth, the three
categories of divorce, namely talak, hul, and tefrik, guardianship and allowance, property
ownership by women, women’s activity and practices in managing the transmission of their
possession, and the role of women as founders or administrators of waqfs (pious endowments) in
the district of Antakya in the 18" and 19" centuries. While analyzing the social and economic
life of women in the district of Antakya, | substantiate my arguments by using several court
registers concerning marriage, divorce, allowance, guardianship, endowment, money-lending,
and purchase of house and estate not only from the court of Antakya, but also some other courts
in Anatolia and the Middle East. Therefore, this chapter is important for the understanding of

social and economic life of women both in Antakya and the Ottoman Empire at large.

The last chapter examines the rise and ultimate decline of ayans by focusing specifically
on two important ayans, Kara Ibrahim and Fethullah Aga, in the district of Antakya. In the sixth
chapter | first provide background information on the socio-economic changes, such as changes
in the land-tenure system and in provincial administration as well as the military, which created
an environment for the emergence of ayans between 16™ and 18" centuries. | also discuss the
important role that ayans played in Ottoman economy, military, and local administration, and the

relationship between the state's decentralization and the rise of the ayans, which forced the state
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to rely on ayans to maintain security in provinces, recruit soldiers, and collect taxes. In the rest of
the chapter, a detailed study of two powerful ayans in the district of Antakya, Kara Ibrahim and
Fethullah Aga, their rise to power, their administrative roles in the district's administration, and
how the latter ayan challenged the central government's authority within his own territory is

presented.
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CHAPTER I: ABRIEF HISTORY OF ANTAKYA

Antakya: From the Establishment of the City to the Ottoman Occupation

Antioch, or Antakya in Turkish, was a very prominent city during the ancient times. The
city is located in south-central Turkey and along the northwest border with Syria. Antakya had a
special place among the significant centers of the Hellenistic, Roman, and Early Byzantine
worlds. It was one of the greatest religious and economic centers in the middle ages, but it was
quite different from other great Greco-Roman cities due to its mixed culture and demography.*’
The city was very populous during the Roman and Byzantine periods. However, the city lost its
popularity after the Muslim conquest first in the 7 and then 13" century, which would change
its social, economic, religious, and political character. The city remained under Ottoman control
since the first decade of the 16™ century until the end of World War I. However, the Ottoman
governor of Egypt, Mehmed Ali Pasa, invaded the city, and controlled it between 1832 and 1840.
During that time period, he implemented several reforms in the city that paved the way for
upcoming Ottoman reforms in the following years. In this chapter, the long history of Antakya
since its foundation to 1840 will be discussed.

Antakya was founded in B.C. 300 by Seleucus I, one of Alexander the Great’s generals
and the founder of the Seleucid Empire. In fact, Seleucus I first established Seleucia Pieria on the
Mediterranean coast. However, the city had some shortcomings for becoming a provincial capital
since it was open to threats coming from the Mediterranean Sea. He decided to form a new city
further inland that was more secure. As soon as he founded Antakya in 300 B.C, he ordered the

construction of a temple for Zeus since he believed that protection of the city would be ensured

17 Glanville Downey, A History of Antioch in Syria from Seleucus to the Arab Conquest.
(Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1961), 3-11.
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by Zeus.8 The city was named after Seleucus I’s father, Antiochus, one of Alexander’s most
distinguished generals.

The founder of the city aimed to create a center of Greek civilization on the oriental
frontiers, but the city did not come to fully fulfill that purpose as its population consisted of
mostly oriental elements.*® The dwellers of the city were brought together from different areas.
Athenians, Macedonians; retired soldiers of Seleucus; some Cretans, Cypriots, Argives, and
Heraclids; dwellers of Antigonia; and some Jews, some of whom were retired mercenaries of
Seleucus's army, made up the population of the newly established city. Seleucus also followed
the policy of settling Macedonians and Greeks at strategic points in the conquered lands for the
security purposes?® Antakya was a typical example of this policy. The population of the city was
around 5,300 in the early years of the city’s history. However, this number might refer to only
males. If it is true, the real population of the city was between 17,000 and 25,000.2

Antakya came under the control of the Roman Empire after the occupation of the city by
Pompeius in 64 B.C. The city served as a capital of the Syrian provinces, and became an
important religious, cultural, economic, and political center during the Roman period.?? Gnaeus
Pompeius describes Antakya by saying that "Antioch was much more than an administrative
center, but a highly developed political community, determined, with the hearty approval of
citizens, to remove the worn-out royal dynasty and, while leaving internal administration to

locally elected magistrates, to transfer the duty of protecting the city and province generally to a

18 Ataman Demir, Caglar Icinde Antakya. (Istanbul: Akbank Yayinevi, 1996.), 24-25.
19 Downey, A History of Antioch in Syria from Seleucus to the Arab Conquest, p. 3-11.
20 Ibid., p. 79-80.
2L Demir, Caglar Icinde Antakya, p.30-31.
22 Glirkan Bahadir, “The Transformation of the Socio-Political Structure in the Beginning of the
Islamic Reign in Antioch.” The Journal of Academic Social Science Studies, Vol. 6, 